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THE AUTHOR'S APOLOGY. 

T^ following woi^, In which, at the outset, nothing more was contem- 
plated than a temporaiy jen d'esprit, was commenced in company with my 
biotber, the late Peter Irving, Esq. Our idea was to parody a small 
hand-book which had recently appeared, entitled "A Picture of New- 
York." like that, our work was to hegin with aiv historical sketch; 
to be Mowed hy notices of the customs, manners, and institutions of the 
dty ; written in a serio-comic vein, and treating local errors, follies, and 
abuses with good-humored satire. 

To burlesque the pedantic lore displayed 'm certain American works, 
our historical sketch was to commence with the creaticm of the world ; 
and we laid all kinds of works under contributicm for trite citations, rele- 
vant or irrelevant, to give it the proper air of learned research. Before 
this crude mass of mock erudition could be digested into form, my brother 
departed for Europe, and I was left to prosecute the enterprise alone. 

I now altered the plan of the work. Discarding all idea of a parody 
on the Picture of New-York, I determined that what had been originally 
intended as an introductory sketch, should comprise the whole work, an4 
form a comic history of the city. I accordingly moulded the mass of 
citations and disquisitions into introductory chapters forming the first 
book ; but it soon became evident to me that, like Robinson Crusoe with 
his boat, I had begun on too large a scale, and that, to launch my history 
successfully, I must reduce its proportions. I accordingly resolved to 
confine it to the period of the Dutch domination, which, in its rise, 
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progrcBB, and decline, presented that unity of subject required ^^ 
classic rule. It was a period, also, at that time almost a terra incogni^^ 
in tiistory. In fact, I was surprised to find how few of my fellow-citizeii^ 
were aware that New-York had ever been called New- Amsterdam, or haS 
heard of the names of its early Dutch governors, or cared a straw about 
their ancient Dutch progenitors. 

This, then, broke upon me as the poetic age of our city ; poetic from 
itfi very obscurity ; and open, like the early and obscure days of andent 
Rome, to all the embellishments of heroic fiction. I hailed my native 
city, as fortunate above all other American cities, in having an antiquity 
thus extending back into the regions of doubt and fiiUe ; neither did I 
conceive I was committing any grievous historical sin in helping out the 
few facts I could collect in this remote and forgotten region with figments 
of my own brain, or in giving characteristic attributes to the few names 
connected with it which I might dig up from oblivion. 

In this, doubtliess, I reasoned like a young and inexperienced writer, 
besotted with his own fancies ; and my presumptuous trespasses into this 
sacred, though neglected, region of history have met with deserved rebuke 
from men of soberer minds. It is too late, however, to recall the shaft 
tlius rashly launched. To any one whose sense of fitness it may wofond, 
I can only say with Hamlet, 

Lat mj diidaimiag from a pwpowd crfl 
Ffw me M far in jonr most generom thongliti, 
\ ^' That I have siiot my arrow o*«r the hooae, 
■^ Aad hart my brother. 

I will say this in further apology for my work : that if it has taken an 
unwarrantable liberty with our early provincial history, it has at least 
turned attention to that history and provoked research. It la only since 
this work appeared that the forgotten archives of the province have been 
rummaged, and the facts and personages of the olden time rescued from 
the dust of oblivion and elevated into whatever importance they may actu- 
ally poaeeas. 
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•^ noain object of my work, in fact, had a bearing wide from the 
sober aim of history ; but one which, I trust, will meet with some indul- 
S^'^ from poetic minds. It was to embody the traditions of our city i n ^ 
an amusing fonn; to iUusfrate its local humors, customs, and peculiari-^^ 

I-'—**'""- 1 II I I II - III mil I ■ II --■■— - ■ . ... .^ 

»^f to clothe home scenes and places and familiar names with those 

*'■ ." \ ' •• •• ■'"— ' ■■ .1 — - ■■- 

unaginative and whimsical associations aoaeldfinLJneL with in our new 
<^ooby, but which live like charms and spells about the cities of the old 

yorld. binding tftp hABTt nf thft nafjvft inhahitiint tn hia hnmft 

In this I have reason to believe I have in some measure succeeded. 
Before the appearance of my work the popular traditions of our city were 
unrecorded ; the peculiar and racy customs and usages derived from our 
Dutch progenitors were unnoticed, or regarded with indifference, or 
adverted to with a sneer. Now they form a convivial currency, and are 
brought forward on all occasions ; they link our whole community toge- 
ther in good humor and good fellowship ; they are the rallying points of 
home feeUng ; the seasoning of our civic festivities ; the staple of local 
tales and local pleasantries ; and are so harped upon by our writers of 
popular fiction, that I find myself almost crowded off the legendary ground 
which I was the first to explore, by the host who have followed in my 
footsteps. 

I dwell on this head because, at the first appearance of my work, its 
aim and drift were misapprehended by some of the descendants of the 
Dutch worthies ; and because I understand that now and then one may 
still be found to regard it with a captious eye. The far greater part, how- 
ever, I have reason to flatter myself, receive my good-humored picturings 
in the same temper with which they were executed ; and when I find, 
after a lapse of nearly fortv years' this haD -tagaffd Pfgfl^r*^^"" P^I^Y youth ■^■'^" 
still cherished among them ; when I find its very name become a " house- 
hold word," and used to give the home stamp to every thing recommended 
for popular acceptation, such as Knickerbocker societies ; Knickerbocker I ^ 
insurance companies ; Knickerbocker steamboats ; Knickerbocker omni- '^ 
buses ; Knickerbocker bread, and Knickerbocker ice ; and when I find 
New-Yorkers of Dutch descent priding themselves upon being "genuine 
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Knickerbockers," I please myself with the persuasion that I have struck 
the right chord ; that my dealings with the good old Dutch times, and the 
customs and usages derived firom them, are in harmony with the feelings 
and humors of my townsmen ; that I have opened a vein of pleasant assoctar 
tions and quaint characteristics peculiar to my native place, and which its 
inhabitants will not willingly suffer to pass away ; and that, though other 
histories of New-York may appear of higher claims to learned acceptatioii, 
and may take their dignified and appropriate rank in the family library ; 
Knickerbocker's history will still be received with good-humored indul- 
gence, and be thumbed and chuckled over by the family fireside. 

W. L 
Sunny side, 1848. 
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Aiom the Evening Post of Ottaher 96, 1809. 
DISTRESSING. 

Left his lodgings some time since, and has not since been heard of, a small 
elderiy gentleman, dressed in an old black coat and cocked hat, by the name 
of Kfdekerhoeker. As there are some reasons for believing he is not entirely 
in his ri^t mind, and as great anxiety is entertained about him, any informa- 
tion concerning him left either at the Colombian Hotel, MniberryHBtreet, or at 
the office of this paper, will be thankfully received. 

P. S. Printers of newi^pers would be aiding the cause of hmnanity in 
giving an insertion to the above. 



t^ntm the tame, Jforaember 6, 1809. 
To the Editor of the Evening Poet : 

SiBj — Having read in your paper of the 26th October last, a paragraph 
nspecting an old gentleman by the name of Knickerbocker, who was missing 
from his lodgings ; if it would be any relief to his friends, or frimish them with 
any cine to discover where he is, you may inform them that a person answering 
the description given, was seen by the passengers of the Albany stage, early in 
the morning, about four or five weeks since, resting himself by the side of the 
road, a little above King's Bridge. He had in his hand a small bundle tied in 
a red bandana handkerchief: he appeared to be traveling northward, and was 
very much fiitigned and exhausted. 

A TRAVELER. 



FVom the «anM, November 16, 1809. 
7b the Editor of the Evening Poet : 

Sir, — You have been good enough to publish in your paper a paragraph 
about Bfr. Diedrieh Knickerbocker, who was missing so strangely some time 
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■inee. Nothing satisfectory has been heard of the old genth 
a very curious kind of a written book has been found in his 
handwriting. Now I wish you to notice him, if he is still ali^ 
not return and pay off his bill for boarding and lodging, I sha 
of his book to satisfy me for the same. 

I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

SETH H. 
Landlord of the Independent Colnmbian H 



f¥om the tame, J^ovember 38, 1809. 

LITERARY NOTICE. 
ImKKiP k, Bradford have in the press, and will short 
A History of New-York, 
In two volumes, duodecimo. Price three dolla 

Containing an acconnt of its discovery and settlement, 
policies, manners, customs, wars, Slc. &,c., under the Dutch 
PiAtng many curious and interesting particulars never befoi 
which are gathered from various manuscript and other au 
ces, the ^diole being interqwrsed with philosophical specula 
precepts. 

This work was found in the chamber of Mr. Diedrich K 
old gentleman whose sudden and mysterious disappearance 1: 
It is pablished in order to discharge certain debts he has left 1 



F^nm the Ameriema Citixen, December 6, 1809. 
Is this day published 

By Inskeep & Bradford, No. 128 Broad 
A History of New-York, 
&c., &c. 
(Containing same as above.) 
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ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR. 



It was some time, if I recollect right, in the early part of the 
autumn of 1808, that a stranger applied for lodgings at the Inde- 
pendent Columbian Hotel in Mulberry-street, of which I am 
^<Uord. He was a small, brisk -looking old gentleman, dressed 
Ml a rusty black coat, a pair of oUve velvet breeches, and a small 
<X)cked hat He had a few gray hairs plaited and clubbed behind, 
^^ his beard seemed lo be of some eight-and-forty hours growth. 
The only piece of finery which he bore about him, was a bright 
pAV of square silver shoebuckles, and all his baggage was con- 
tained in a pair of saddle-bags, which he carried under his arm. 
His whole appearance was something out of the common run ; 
and my wife, who is a very shrfvd body, at once set him down 
ibr some eminent country schoolmaster. 

As the Independent Columbian Hotel is a very small house, 

I was a little puzzled at first where to put him ; but my wife, 

who seemed taken with his looks, would needs put him in her 

best chamber, which is genteelly set off with the profiles of the 

whole family, done in black, by those two great painters, Jarvis 

and Wood; and commands a very pleasant view of the new 

grounds on the Collect, together with the rear of the Poor House 

and Bridewell, and a full front of the Hospital ; so that it is the 

cheerfiiUest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he stayed with us, we found him a 
very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though a little queer 
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in lus wa js. He would keep in bis room lor da js togi 
if an J of the diildren cried, or made a noise about hi 
would boonce oat in a great passinny with bis bands full 
and saj aometbing about "^ deranging bis ideas ;" which 
wife beUere sometimes that he was not altogether 
Indeed, there was uKHre than one reason to make her 
for bia room was always ooTered with scraps of papei 
mouldy books, laying about at sixes and sevens, which 
noYer let any body touch ; for be said be had laid then 
in their proper fdaces^ so that be mi^bt know where to 1 
thou^ for that matter, be was half bis time worrying 
house in search of some book or writing which he had 
put out of the way. I shall ncTcr forget what a poth< 
made, because my wife deaned out bis room when his 
turned, and put every thing to rights ; for he swore 
never be able to get bis papers in order again in a twe 
Upon this my wife ventured to ask him what he did witl 
books and papers ; and he told her, that he was ^ s 
immortality;" which made her think more than evei 
poor old gentleman's head was a little cracked. 

He was a very inquisitive body, and when not in 
was continually pddng about town, hearing all the 
prying into every thing that was going on : this was pi 
the case about election time, when he did nothing but bv 
from poll to poU, attending aU ward meetings and 
rooms ; though I could never find that he took part ^ 
side of the ijoestion. On the contrary, he would come 
rail at both pactiei with great wrath — and plainly p 
day, to the satisfacdon of my wife and three old ladies 
drinking tea with her, that the two parties were like ti 
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eacb togging at a skirt of the nation ; and that in the end they 
woold tear the very coat off its back, and expose its nakedness. 
Indeed he was an oracle among the neighbors, who would collect 
aroond him to hear him talk of an afternoon, as he smoked his 
pipe on the bench before the door ; and I really believe he would 
have bnxaght over the whole neighborhood to his own side of the 
qnesdoQ, if they could ever have found out what it was. 

He was very much given to arguq^ or, as he called it, phtlosO' 
pkizej about the most trifUing matter ; and to do him justice, I 
never knew any body that was a match for him, except it was« 
grave looking old gentleman who called now and then to see him, 
3&d often posed him in an argument. But this is nothing sur- 
prismg, 83 I have since foimd out this stranger is the city libra- 
^; who^ of course, must be a man of great learning: and I 
luive my doubts, if he had not some hand in the following history. 

As our lodger had been a long time with us, and we had 
never received any pay, my wife began to be somewhat uneasy, 
^d carious to find out who and what he was. She accordingly 
^e bold to put the question to his friend, the librarian, who 
replied in his dry way that he was one of the literati, which she 
supposed to mean some new party in politics. I scorn to push 
a lodger for his pay; so I let day after day pass on without 
dunning the old gentleman for a farthing: but my wife, who 
^ways takes these matters on herself, and is, as I said, a shrewd 
^d of a woman, at last got out of patience, and hinted, that she 
thought it high time ^' some people should have a sight of some 
people's money." To which the old gentleman replied, in a mighty 
^^chy manner, that she need not make herself uneasy, for that 
he had a treasure there, (pointing to his saddle-bags,) worth her 
whole house put together. This was the only answer we could 
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ever get from him ; aod as mj wife, bj aome of those odd wsy^ 
in which women find oat eyeiy thing, learnt Uiat he was of ver^ 
great connections, being related to the Knickerbockers of Scagla-* 
tikoke, and coosin-german to the congressman of that name, ah^ 
did not like to treat him uncivilly. What is more, she CTeiB- 
offered, merely by way of making things easy, to let him liv^ 
scot-free, if he would teach the children tiieir letters ; and to tr^ 
her best and get her neighbors to send their children also : bot^ 
the old gentleman took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so affironted- 
at being taken for a schoolmaster, that she never dared to speak^ 
on the subject again. 

About two months ago, he went out of a morning, with a 
bundle in his hand — and has never been hetfd of since. AH 
kinds of inquiries were made after him, but in vain. I wrote to 
his relations at Scaghtikoke, but they sent for answer, that he had 
not been there since the year before last, when he had a great 
dispute with the congressman about politics, and left the place in 
a huff, and they had neither heard nor seen any thing of him 
from that time to this. I must own I felt very much worried 
about the poor old gentleman, for I thought something bad must 
liave happened to him, that he should be missing so long, and 
never return to pay his biU. I therefore advertised him in the 
newspapers, and though my melancholy advertisement was pub- 
lished by several humane printers, yet I have never been able to 
learn any thing satisfactory about him. 

My wife now said it wbs high time to take care of ourselves, 
and see if he had left any thing behind in his room, Uiat would 
pay us for his board and lodging. We found nothing, however, 
but some old books and musty writings, and his saddle4Mig8 ; 
which, being opened in the presence of the librarian, contained 
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only a few articles of worn-out dothes, and a large bundle of 
blotted pi^>er. On looking over this, the librarian told us, he 
liad DO doubt it was the treasure which tiie old gentleman had 
^en about ; as it proved to be a most excellent and faithful 
HiSTOBT OP New- York, which he advised us by all means to 
poblish: assuring us that it would be so eagerly bought up by a 
^^oerning public, that he had no doubt it would be enough to 
pay oar arrears ten times over. Upon this we got a very learned 
st^lmaster, who teaches our children, to prepare it for the 
press, which he accordingly has done ; and has, moreover, added 
to it a number of valuable notes of his own. 

This, therefore, is a true statement of my reasons for having 
to work printed, without waiting for the consent of the author: 
and I here declare, that if he ever returns, (though I much fear 
some unhappy accident has befallen him,) I stand ready to account 
"with him like a true and honest man. Which is all at present, 
From the public'^ humble servant, 

SeTH HAKDASn>E. 
li&pendent Cdumbian Hotel, New- York. 

The foregoing account of the author was prefixed to the first 
edition of this work. Shortly after its publication a letter was 
i^ceived from him, by Mr. Handaside, dated at a small Dutch 
^iflage on the banks of the Hudson, whither he had travelled for 
tJie purpose of inspecting certain ancient records. As this was 
one of those few and happy villages, into which newspapers 
Mver find their way, it is not a matter of surprise, that Mr. 
Knickerbocker should never have seen the numerous advertise- 
ments that were made concerning him ; and that he should learn 
^ the publication of his history by mere accident. 
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IT(* ox pressed much concern at its premature f^pearanoe^ mB 
t\u*rvhy lie was prevented firom making several important cor 
n^trtioiiM find alterations! as well as from profiting bj many corioiitf 
liintM wliicli lie had collected daring his travels along the shores 
of* tlir Tappim Sea, and his sojourn at Ebverstraw and Esopos. 

Fiiulitiff that thore was no longer any immediate necessity for 
liiH rnttirn to New- York, he extended his journey up to the rest" 
(Icnco of luH relations at Scaghtikoke. On his way thither, bB 
Hfo|»|>('(i for some days at Albany, for which city he is known t9 
hiivt^ iMitrrtainvd a great partiality. He found it, however, eon- 
Hit Imitily iilteriHl, and was much concerned at the inroads anft 
itiipnivnnriits which the Yankees were making, and the ooose- 
qiicnt decline of the good old Dutch manners. Indeed, he wa» 
iiifortiiiMi tlitit these intruders were making sad innovations in all 
pnrtrt of the state; where they had given great trouble and 
vexation to the regular Dutch settlers, by the introduction of 

m 

turti])'ikc. giitos, and country school-houses. It is said also, that 
M I'. Kni(*k('rlK)ckcr shook liis head sorrowfully at noticing the 
^nidiial dvvay of the great Vander Heyden palace; bat was 
lii^lily in<Iipiant at finding that the ancient Dutch church, which 
HtiMHl in tliu middle of the street, had been pulled down, since his 

iHHt Virtit. 

Tlio fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's history having reached 
(•veil to AllMiny, he received much flattering attention firom its 
Avortliy burghers, some of whom, however, pointed out two or 
tlireo v(>ry great errors he had fallen into, particularly that of 
8Ui^{H'ii<ling a lump of sugar over the Albany teartables, which, 
thoy assun;d him, had been discontinued for some years past. 
S<>.vorul families, moreover, were somewhat piqued that their 
ancestors had not been mentioned in his work, and showed great 
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jeyoosy of their neighbors who had thus been distinguished ; 
while tlie latter, it must be confessed, plumed themselves vastly 
tiberenpon; considering ^ese recordings in the light of letters- 
patent of nobility, establishing their claims to ancestry — which, 
in this republican country, is a matter of no little solicitude and 
vainglory. • 

It is also said, that he enjoyed high favor and countenance 
frdm the governor, who once asked him to dinner, and was seen 
two OF three times to shake hands with him, when they met in 
the street ; which certainly was going great lengths, considering 
that they differed in politics. Indeed, certain of the governor's 
confidential friends, to whom he could venture to speak his mind 
fredy on such matters, have assured us, that he privately enter- 
tSBted a considerable good will for our author — nay, he even once 
^nt so far as to declare, and that openly too, and at his own 
toWe, just after dinner, that " Knickerbocker was a very well 
Dteaning sort of an old gentleman, and no fool." From all which 
JiMttiy have been led to suppose, that had our author been of differ- 
«rt politics, and written for the newspapers instead of wasting his 
talents on histories, he might have risen to some post of honor 
^d profit : peradventure, to be a notary public, or even a justice 
in the ten-pound court 

Beside the honors and civilities already mentioned, he was 
arach caressed by the literati of Albany; particularly by Mr. 
Tohn Cook, who entertained him very hospitably at his circulating 
Ibrary, and reading room, where they used to drink Spa water, 
nd talk about the ancients. He found Mr. Cook a man after his 
wn heart— of great literary research, and a ^curious collector 
* books. At parting, the latter, in testimony of friendship, made 
m a present of the two oldest works in his collection ; which 
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were the earliest editicm ci the Heidelberg Catech 
• Adrian Vander Donck's famoos acoocmt of the New Net] 
by the last of which, Mr. KnidLerbocker pn^ted great 
his second edition. 

Having passed scmie time very agreeably at Alb 
author proceeded to Sca^tikoke : where, it is bat jiisti< 
he was received with open arms, and treated with ^ 
loying4dndness. He was much looked up to by the fam 
the first historian of the name ; and was considered almosi 
a man as his cousin the congressman — with whom, by tl 
became perfectly reconciled, and contracted a strong firie 
^ In spite, however, of the kindness of his relations, i 
\y^greal attention to his comforts, the old gentleman soor 
restless and discontented. His history being published 
no longer any business to occupy his thoughts, or any s 
excite his hopes and anticipations. This, to a busy mind 
was a truly de^dorable situation ; and, had he not been i 
inflexible morals and r^ular habits, there would have b< 
danger of his taking to politics, or drinking — ^both which p 
vices we daily see men driven to, by mere spleen and i* 
It is true, he sometimes employed himself in pre 
second edition of his history, wherein he endeavored t 
and improve many passages with which he was dissatii 
to rectify some mistakes that had crept into it ; for he 
tlcnlarly anxious that his work should be noted for its autl 
which, indeed, is the very life and soul of history. — But 
of composition had departed — ^he had to leave man 
untouched, which he would fain have altered ; and ev* 
he did make alterations, he seemed always in doubt whe 
were for the better or the worse. • 
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After a residence of some time at Scaghtikoke, lie began to 
&el a strong desire to return to New-York, which he ever regarded 
with the warmest affection ; not merely because it was his native 
city, but because he really considered it the very best city in the 
whole world. On his return, he entered into the full enjoyment 
of the advantages of a literary reputation. He was continually 
importuned to write advertisements, petitions, handbills, and pro- 
ductions of similar import ; and, although he never meddled with 
tibe public papers, yet had he the credit of writing innumerable 
essays, and smart things, that appeared on all subjects, and all 
sides of the question ; in all which he was clearly detected " by 
his style." 

He contracted, moreover, a considerable debt at the post-office, 
m consequence of the numerous letters he received from authors 
sod printers soliciting his subscription, and he was applied to by 
<^vcry charitable society for yearly donations, which he gave 
▼cry cheerftilly, considering these applications as so many com- 
pliments. He was once invited to a great corporation dinner ; 
^d was even twice summoned to attend as a juryman at the 
court of quarter sessions. Indeed, so renowned did he become, 
that he could no longer pry about, as formerly, iir all holes and 
corners of the city, according to the bent of his humor, unnoticed 
and uninterrupted ; but several times when he has been saunter- 
^g the streets, on his usual rambles of observation, equipped 
with his cane and cocked hat, the little boys at play have been 
luwwn to cry, " there goes Diedrich !" — ^at which the old gentle- 
01^ seemed not a little pleased, looking upon these salutations in 
the light of the praise of posterity. 

In a word, if we take into consideration all these various 
lu>nors and distinctions, together with an exuberant eulogium, 
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passed on him in the Port Folio — (with which, we are told, 
old gentleman was so much overpowered, that he was sick 
two or three days) — ^it must be confessed, that few authors h»»'^^ 
ever lived to receive such illustrious rewards, or have so wf^" 
pletely enjoyed in advance their own immortality. 

After his return &om Scaghtikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker tooJ^ 
up his residence at a little rural retreat, which the Stuyvesan^ 
had granted him on the family domam, ift gratitude for his honor' 
able mention of their ancestor. It was pleasantly situated on tb^^ 
borders of one of the salt marshes beyond Corlear's Hook : vAy 
ject, indeed, to be occasionally overflowed, and much infested, \f^ 
the summer time, with musquitoes ; but otherwise very agreeaU^ 
producing abundant crops of salt grass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell dam-' 
, gerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighboring marshe^^ 
When he found his end approaching, he disposed of his worldly 
affairs, leaving the bulk of his fortune to the New-York HistoricaS- 
Society : his Heidelberg Catechism, and Vander Donck's work \XP 
the city library ; and his saddle-bags to Mr. Handaside. He for^ 
gave all his enemies — ^that is to say, all who bore any enmity^ 
towards him ; for as to himself, he declared he died in good will 
with all the world. And, after dictating several kind messages to 
his relations at Scaghtikoke, as well as to certidn of our most 
substantial Dutch citizens, he expired in the arms of his friend 
the librarian. 

His remains were interred, according to his own request, in 
St. Mark's churchyard, close by the bones of his favorite hero, 
Peter Stuyvesant : and it is rumored, that the Historical Society 
have it in mind to erect a wooden monument to his memory in 
the Bowling Green. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

'^ To rescue from oblivion the memory of former incidentB, and 
^ to render a just tribute of renown to the manj great and wonder- 
.{ iul transactions <^ our Dutch progenitors, Diedrich Knickerbocker, 
j native of the city of New-York, produces this historical essay."* 
^ lake the great Father of History, whose words I have just quoted, 
I treat of times long past, over which the twilight of uncertainty 
i Ittd already thrown its shadows, and the night of forgetfulness 
was about to descend for ever. With great solicitude had I long 
Wield the early history of this venerable and ancient city gradu- 
a% dipping from our grasp, trembling on the lips of narrative 
old age, and day by day dropping piecemeal into the tomb. In a 
little while, thought I, and those reverend Dutch burgh^jrs, who 
^^e as the tottering monuments of good old times, will be 
8*tliered to their fathers ; their children, engrossed by the empty 
pleasures or insignificant transactions of the present age, will 
"6glect to treasure up the recollections of the past, and posterity 
^ search in vain for memorials of the days of the Patriarchs. 
The origin of our city will be buried in eternal oblivion, and 
even the names and achievements of Wouter Van Twiller, Wil- 
liam Kieft, and Peter Stuyvesant, be enveloped in doubt and 
fiction, like those of Bomulus and Remus, of Charlemagne, king 
Arthur, Binaldo, and Godfrey of Bologne. 

* Beloe^s Herodotus. 
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Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
misfortune, I industriously set myself to work, to gather together 
all the fragments of our in&mt history which still existed, and like 
my revered prototype, Herodotus, where no written records could 
be found, I have endeavored to continue the chain of history by 
well-authenticated traditions. 

In this arduous undertaking, which has been the whole busi- 
ness of a long and solitary life, it is incredible the number of 
learned authors I have consulted ; and all but to little purpose. 
Strange as it may seem, though such multitudes of excellent 
works have been written about this country, there are none ex- 
tant which gave any faSl and satisfactory account of the earij 
history of New- York, or of its three first Dutch governors. I 
have, however, gained much valuable and curious matter, from 
an elaborate manuscript written in exceeding pure and classie 
low Dutch, excepting a few errors in orthography, which was 
found in the archives of the Stuyvesant family. Many legends, 
letters and other documents have I likewise gleaned, in my re- 
searches among the family chests and lumber garrets of our 
respectable Dutch citizens ; and I have gathered a host of well- 
authenticated traditions from divers excellent old ladies of my 
acquaintance, who requested that their names might not be 
mentioned. Nor must I neglect to acknowledge how greatly I 
have been assisted by that admirable and praiseworthy institution, 
the New-York Historical Society, to which I here publidj 
return my sincere acknowledgments. 

In th(^ conduct of this inestimable work I have adopted no 
individual model ; but on the contrary have simply contented 
niv^<'lf with combining and concentrating the excellences of the 
most approved ancient historians. Like Xenophon, I have main- 
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tained the utmost impartiality, and the strictest adherence to 
truth throughout my history. I have enriched it after the man- 
ner of Sallust, with various characters of ancient worthies, drawn 
at full length and faithfully colored. I have seasoned it with 
profoimd political speculations like Thucydides, sweetened it with 
the graces of sentiment Hke Tacitus, and infused into the whole 
the dignity, the grandeur, and magnificence of Livy. 

I am aware that I shall incur the censure of numerous very 
learned and judicious critics, for indulging too frequently in the 
bold excursive manner of my favorite Herodotus. And to be 
candid, I have found it impossible always to resist the allure- 
ments of those pleasing episodes which, like flowery banks and 
fragrant bowers, beset the dusty road of the historian, and entice 
him to turn aside, and refresh himself from his wayfaring. But 
I trust it will be found, that I have always resumed my staff, and 
addressed myself to my weary journey with renovated spirits, so 
that both my readers and myself have been benefited by the 
relaxation. 

Indeed, though it has been my constant wish and uniform 
endeavor to rival Polybius himself, in observing the requisite unity 
of History, yet the loose and unconnected manner in which many 
of the facts herein recorded have come to hand, rendered such 
an attempt extremely difiicult. This difficulty was likewise 
increased, by one of the grand objects contemplated in my work, 
which was to trace the rise of sundry customs and institutions in 
this best of cities, and to compare them, when in the germ of 
• infancy, with what they are in the present old age of knowledge 
and improvement. 

But the chief merit on which I value myself, and found my 
hopes for future regard, is that faithful veracity with which I 

2 
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have compiled this invaluable little work ; careftilly winnowing 
away the chaff of hypothesis, and discarding the tares of faJble^ 
which are too apt to spring up and choke the seeds of truth and 
wholesome knowledge. — Had I been anxious to captivate the 
superficial throng, who skim like swallows over the surface of 
lit(»rature ; or had I been anxious to commend my writings to the 
pamper(Hl palates of literary epicures, I might have availed my- 
self of the obscurity that overshadows the infant years of our 
city, to introduce a thousand pleasing fictions. But I have 
scrupulously discarded many a pithy tale and marvelous adven- 
ture, wliereby tlie drowsy ear of summer indolence might be 
enthralled ; jealously maintaining that fidelity, gravity, and dignity, 
whieli sliould ever distinguish the historian. " For a writer of 
this ehisp," observes an elegant critic, " must sustain the character 
of a ^nse man, writing for the instruction of posterity ; one who 
has studied to inform himself well, who has pondered his subject 
with care, and addresses himself to our judgment, rather than to 
our imagination." 
^ Tlirice happy, therefore, is this our renowned city, in having 
incidents worthy of swelling the theme of history ; and doubly 
thrice happy is it in having such an historian as myself to relate 
them. For after all, gentle reader, cities of themselves, and, in 
fact, empires of themselves, are nothing without an historian. It 
is the patient narrator who records their prosperity as they rise— 
who blazons forth the splendor of their noontide meridian — ^who 
props their feeble memoHals as they totter to decay — ^who gathers. 
together their scattered fragments as they rot — and who piously, 
at length, collects their ashes into the mausoleum of his work, 
and rears a monument that will transmit their renown to aU suo- 
ceeding ages. 
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What has been the fate of many fair cities of antiquity, whose 
nameless ruins encumber the plains of Europe and Asia, and 
awaken the fruitless inquiry of the traveler ? — they have sunk 
into dust and silence — ^they have perished from remembrance for 
want of an historian ! The philanthropist may weep over their 
desolation — the poet may wander among their mouldering arches 
and broken columns, and indulge the visionary flights of his fancy 
— ^but aJas ! alas ! the modem historian, whose pen, like my 
own, is doomed to confine itself to dull matter of fact, seeks in 
vain among their oblivious remains, for some memorial that may 
tell the instructive tale of their glory and their ruin. 

"Wars, conflagrations, deluges," says Aristotle, "destroy 
nations, and with them all their monuments, their discoveries, and 
their vanities. — The torch of science has more than once been 
extinguished and rekindled — a few individuals, who have es- 
caped by accident, reunite the thread of generations." 

The same sad misfortune which has happened to so many 
ancient cities, will happen again, and from the same sad cause, to 
nine-tenths of those which now flourish on the face of the globe. 
With most of them the time for recording their early history is 
gone by ; their origin, their foundation, together with the event- 
ftd period of their youth, are for ever buried in the rubbish of 
years ; and the same would have been the case with this fair 
portion of the earth, if I had not snatched it from obscurity in 
the very nick of time, at the moment that those matters herein 
recorded were about entering into the wide-spread insatiable maw 
of oblivion — if I had not dragged them out, as it were, by the 
very locks, just as , the monster's adamantine fangs were closing 
upon them for ever ! And here have I, as before observed, care- 
fully collected, collated, and arranged them, scrip and scrap, 



TO THE PUBUO. 

^^punt en punty gat en gaty* and commenced in this little worl 
history to serve as a foundation, on which other historians n 
liercarter raise a noble superstructure, swelling in process of ti 
until Knickei'hocker^s New- York may be equally yolominoiis y 
Gibbon* 8 Home, or Hume and Smollefs England! 

And now indulge me for a moment, while I lay down 
pen, skip to some little eminence at the distance of two or th 
hundred years ahead ; and, casting back a bird's-eye glance o 
tlie waste of years that is to roll between, discover myself — li 
I— at Uiis moment the progenitor, prototype, and precursor 
them all, jHisted at the head of this host of literary worth 
with my book under my arm, and New- York on my back, pr« 
ing forward, like a gallant commander, to honor and immortal 

Sudi are the vainglorious imaginings that will now i 
tlion enter into tlie brain of the author — that irradiate, as n 
celestial light, his solitary chamber, cheering his weary spii 
mul tuumating him to persevere in his labors. And I have fire 
given utterance to these rhapsodies whenever they have occum 
not, 1 trust, from an unusual spirit of egotism, but merely t 
the reader may for once have an idea, how an author thinks 8 
feels while he is writing — a kind of knowledge very rare a 
curious, and much to be desired. 
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BOOK I. 

CONTAINING DIVERS INGENIOUS THEORIES AND PHILOSO- 
PHIC SPECULATIONS, CONCERNING THE CREATION AND 
POPULATION OF THE WORLD, AS CONNECTED WITH THE 
HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 



CHAPTER I. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE WORLD. 

According to the best authorities, the world in which we dwell 
3 a huge, opaque, reflecting, inanimate mass, floating in the vast 
ithereal ocean of infinite space. It has the form of an orange, 
)eing an oblate spheroid, curiously flattened at opposite parts, 
br the insertion of two imaginary poles, which are supposed to 
penetrate and unite at the centre ; thus forming an axis on which 
the mighty orange turns with a regular diurnal revolution. 

The transitions of light and darkness, whence proceed the 
alternations of day and night, are produced by this diurnal revo- 
lution successively presenting the difierent parts of the earth to 
the rays of the sun. The latter is, according to the best, that is 
*o say, the latest accounts, a luminous or fiery body, of a prodi- 
g'ous magnitude, from which this world is driven by a centrifugal 
®^ Repelling power, and to which it is drawn by a centripetal or 
*^^'^^ive force; otherwise called the attraction of gravitation; 
'® Combination, or rather the counteraction of these two opposing 



30 HISTORY OF XEW YORK. 



iinpiiUe> j>n".iuv-lnj: a oiroiilar and annual revolution. Hence 
rt'sult tik- «litlVri.'nt seasons of the year, viz., spring, summer, 
autumiu ami winu-r. 

Tlii< 1 l-i lit.vo to bo iIk nu»>t approved modem theory on the 
subject — ilii»ii«'h thtre bo uuuiy philosophers who have entertained 
vory ditlV rent opini-jus ; somo, too, of them entitled to much 
dofoiviho iVoiii their jrroat luitiquiiy and illustrious characters. 
Tlius it was advaiu'cd by some of the ancient sages, that the 
oanh was an oxtondod plain, supported by vast pillars; and by 
others, that it rested on the head of a snake, or the back o^ a 
lui;re tortoise — but as they did not provide a resting place for 
either the pillars or the tortoise, the whole theory fell to the 
grounil, t'or want of proper foundation. 

The r>rahnnns a .'>ert, that the heavens rest upon the earth, 
and the sun and moon swim therein like fishes in the water, 
movinu: from oast to west by day, and gliding along the edge of 
the horizon to their original stations during night ;* while, accord- 
ing to the Paurauicas of India, it is a vast plain, encircled by 
scvin oi'eans of milk, nectar, and other delicious liquids ; that it 
is studded witli seven mountains, and ornamented in the centre 
by a mountainous roek of burnished gold ; and that a great dragon 
ocoiu^ionally swallows up the moon, which accounts for the phe- 
nonii'ua of lunar eclipses. f 

lU'side these, and many other equally sage opinions, we have 
Iho profound i-onjei-tnres of Aboul-ITassax-Alt, son of Al Khan, 
Ron of Aly, son of Abdorrahman, son of Abdallah, son of Masoud- 
<'l-lladhcli, who is commonly called Masotdi, and sumamed Coth- 
bi<ldin, but who takes the himible title of Lalieb-ar-rasoul, which 

■ Farin y Souza. Mick. lus. note b. 7. 
t Sir W. Jont'p, Diw. Antiq. Ind. Zod. 
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means tlie companion of the ambassador of God. He has written 
a universal history, entitled " Mouroudge-ed-dharab, or the Gold- 
en Meadows, and the Mines of Precious Stones."* In this 
valuable work he has related the history of the worid, from the 
creation down to the moment of writing ; which was under the 
Khaliphat of Mothi Billah, in the month Dgioumadi-el-aoual of 
the 336th year of the Hegira or flight of the Prophet. He in- 
forms us that the earth is a huge bird, Mecca and Medina consti- 
tuting the head, Persia and India the right wing, the land of Gog 
the left wing, and Africa the tail. He informs us, moreover, that 
an earth has existed before the present (which he considers as a 
mere chicken of 7000 years), that it has undergone divers deluges, 
and that, according to the opinion of some well-informed Brah- 
mins of his acquaintance, it will be renovated every seventy 
thousandth hazarouam ; each hazarouam consisting of 12,000 
years. 

These are a few of the many contradictory opinions of phi- 
losophers concerning the earth, and we find that the learned have 
had equal perplexity as to the nature of the sun. Some of the 
ancient philosophers have affirmed that it is a vast wheel of bril- 
liant ^e ;t others that it is merely a mirror or siphere of trans- 
parent crystal ;t and a third class, at the head of whom stands 
Anaxagoras, maintained that it was nothing but a huge ignited 
mass of iron or stone — ^indeed, he declared the heavens to be mere- 
ly a vault of stone — and that the stars were stones whirled up- 
ward from the earth, and set on fire by the velocity of its revolu- 

» Mas. Bibliot. Roi. Fr. 

t Plutarch de placitis Philosoph. lib. ii. cap. 20. 

t Achill. Tat. isag. cap. 19. Ap. Petav. t. iu. p. 81. Stob. Eclog. Phys. 
lib. i. p. 56. Plut. de Plac. Phi. 
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ficMi4.* Iliit I frivo little attention to the doctrines of tliis phi* 

lir-o|»li(-r, I Ik; people of Athens having fully refuted them, by 
liuiii ^liiii;i: liiiii from their city; a concise mode of answering un- 
wi litniM' ilortriru's, niurh resorted to in former days. ^Vnother 
Rcij III' pliilo.s()pli(>i*s do declare, that certain fiery particles exhale 
c'ltpldiiilv IVotii the earth, which concentrating in a single point 
ol iIk- finiiiiiiietil hv dnv, iMustitute the sun, but beinji^ scattered 
'iml niiiilihii/ ahniit in the dark at night, collect in various points, 
niid iiiiiii :.iniv*. 'rhe«*e are regidarly burnt out and extinguished, 
iMif iiiihK'' to the hnnp<« in our street, and require a fresh supply 
«p| t \|itil:if intiM for the next occasion.t 

li 1^ ( Mil recorded, that at certain remote and obscure x>eriod8, 
in 1 «iii:'« iimiHM' of a ;^reat scarcity of fuel, the sun has been com- 
plc fc ly Inn III oiii. mid sometimes not rekindled for a month at a 
iiiiH. A llnl^^t melancholy circumstance, the very idea of which 
ff.i\i> Ml I iiiiiceni to Ileraclitus, that worthy weeping philoso- 
plit I III iiiifii|iiity. Ill iiddiiion to these various speculations, it 
uii-i I III- npiiiiiiii of l!(>rschel, that the sun is a magnificent, habi- 
i.iMi .iIiihIi- ; I he ll;.'hi it fiirnishcs arising from certain empyreal, 
IniiiiiMiii-^ itr phosphoric chmds, swimming in its transparent at- 

li|ii^|i||i I r I 

hill \\r uill not enter farther at present into the nature of the 
bini, liijii liiiiifj; till inquiry not innnediately necessary to the de- 
\i iHpiiHiii i»r this luMory ; neither will we embroil ourselves in 

* l>H.i!iii<a I.iir-iimH ill Aiinxnfr. I. ii. sec. 8. Plat. Apol. t. i. p. 26. Plut. 
ill. t'l'ii I'liilii \t iiii|ili. Mnn. 1 iv. p. 815. 

I Aiiai'ii Mrtriii I. II. V *J. Iili'iii. Prubl 860. 15, Stob. Eel. Phys. L i. p. 55. 
lliuiK lliBi I'liii I I |i 11. VI, &r. 

I ritilii«. Tmiiri. 1VJ5. p. T2. Idem. 1801. p. 265. Nich. Philoe. Jonm. L 
t> 1.1 
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^y more of the endless disputes of philosophers touching the form 
^ this globe, but content ourselves with the theory advanced in 
the beginning of this chapter, and will proceed to illustrate, by 
experiment, the complexity of motion therein ascribed to this our 
I'otatory planet. 

Professor Von Poddingcofl (or Puddinghead, as the name 
may be rendered into English,) was long celebrated in the uni- 
versity of Leyden, for profound gravity of deportment, and a 
talent at going to sleep in the midst of examinations, to the infi- 
nite relief of his hopeful students, who thereby worked their way 
through college with great ease and little study. In the course 
of one of his lectures, the learned professor, seizing a bucket of 
water, swung it around his head at arm's length. The impulse 
with which he threw the vessel from him, being a centrifugal 
force, the retention of liis arm operating as a centripetal power, 
and the bucket, which was a substitute for the earth, describing a 
circular orbit round about the globular head and ruby visage of 
Professor Von Poddingcoft, which formed no bad representation 
of the sun. All of these particulars were duly explained to thi§ 
class of gaping students around him. He apprised them, more- 
over, that the same principle of gravitation, which retained the 
water in the bucket, restrains the ocean from flying from the earth 
in its rapid revolutions ; and he farther informed them that should 
the motion of the earth be suddenly checked, it would inconti- 
nently fall into the sun, through the centripetal force of gravitation ; 
a most ruinous event to this planet, and one which would also 
obscure, though it most probably would not extinguish, the solar 
luminary. An unlucky stripling, one of those vagrant geniuses, 
who seem sent into the world merely to annoy worthy men of the 
paddinghead order, desirous of ascertaining the correctness of the 

2* 
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rxpcM'imriit, 8UiliU*iily arrt*Mcd the arm of the professor, jnat it 
tho inoiiinit that i\w Inu'ket was in its zenith, which iminediately 
(IfiMiiiltMl with lustoiiisliin^ precision upon the philosophic head o£ 
thi^ iiiNtnu'tin" of youth. A hollow sound, and a red-hot hiss, at- 
tiMuh'd ihr ftiutnrt ; hut the theory was in the amplest maimer 
ilhi-.init('(l« for the unfortunate bucket perished in tlie conflict; 
lint tho hla/.in^ rouutriKUuv of Professor Von Poddingcoft emerged 
tVoiii niuiil>t ihi* watrrs, jjUnvinjr iion'er tluui ever with unuttera- 
hln iiulii^iiatiou, whoivhy tho students were marvelously edified, 
ami til paiiftl oousidemhly wist»r than before. 

It is a uioi'tityinjj oin»uuistancc, which greatly perplexes many 
u piiinitakin^ philosopher* that mUure oi\en refuses to second bid 
luoit prntouml and ehiU^rate efforts ; so that af^er having invent£<^ 
iiiio ol' tlie most iny:eniotis luul natural theories imaginable, sb^ 
\\ ill havt^ tlu^ pervi-rseuess to net dirtH*tly in the teeth of his systeiDf 
and llatly etuUnMliet his most favorite positions. This is a mani* 
ti'it and tuuuerited •^rievuuee, sinee it throws the censure of the 
\uhj!tr and unlearned entirely uiHTn the philosopher; whereas thfi 
f'unlt ii not to he aserihed to his tluM>ry, which is unquestionably 
iNini'i't, hut to the waywanhiess of dame nature, who, with the 
pniMM-liial tleklenesi tif her sex, is continuallv indulsrins: in 
eo«|nrit-ie.s autl eapriees, and seems rt*ally to take pleasure in vio- 
hitiuL*. all philosophie rnles« and jillini; the most learned and inde- 
l*uiij:.ahlo ot' her ndon'rs. Thus it lmp]H>ned with respect to the 
titi-OLMtin;^ satislaetorv explanation of ttu* motion of our planet; it 
MpprtiiN that the eentnf\i>;al lon'o luis long since i*oased to operate, 
u lull* its antai^Miist reuuiins in tmdiminishoil |V)tency : the world, 
thi'ii'lore. aei^»nlin«j io the thet»ry jis it orijrimdly stood, ought in 
htriri propriety to tumble into the sun ; phiU^sophers wore convinced 
that it would tlo so, and awaited in anxious impatience the fid- 
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ffllment of their prognostics. But the untoward planet perdnsr 
ciously continued her course, notwithstanding that she had reason, 
•philosophy, and a whole university of learned professors opposed 
to her conduct The philosophers took this in very ill part, and 
it is thought they would never have pardoned the slight and af- 
front which they conceived put upon them by the world, had not 
* good-natured professor kindly officiated as a mediator between 
the parties, and effected a reconciliation. 

Finding the world would not acconmiodate itself to the theory, 
he wisely determined to accommodate the theory to the world : he 
therefore informed his brother philosophers, that the circular mo- 
tion of the earth round the sun was no sooner engendered by the 
inflicting impulses above described, than it became a regular 
Evolution, independent of the causes which gave it origin. His 
learned brethren readily joined in the opinion, being heartily glad 
^ any explanation that would decently extricate them from their^ 
^J^abarrassment — ^and ever since that memorable era the world has 
"^n left to take her own cou]*se, and to revolve around the sun 

• 

^ such orbit as she thinks proper. 



CHAPTER n. 

COSMOOONV, OR CRKATION' OF THE WORLD; WITH A MCt- 
TITIDK OF KXCKLLKNT THKOKIES, BY 'WHICH THE CHEA* 
TION' OF A WOULD IS SHOWN TO BE XO SUCH DIFFICULT 
MATTKK AS COMMON FOLK WOULD niAGINE. 

IIavinc; iIiiis briefly introduced my reader to the world, and 
^'ivcii liirn some idea of its form and situation, he will naturally 
1m: rii lions to know from whence it came, and how it was created. 
And, iiidrcd, the clcarinf^ up of these points is absolutely cssen- 
tinl ti» my liL-iory, inasmuch as if this world had not been formed, 
it. is 1 1 ion*, than probabh*, that this rcno\\'ned island on which is 
hltuMtcd the city iA' N<rw-York, would never have liad aii existence. 
Tin: p'^rnliM* <:()nrs<r of my history, therefore, requires that I should 
pn;<<<d to notice th<j cosmo;rony or fonnatiou of this our globe. 

And now I ;.nve my i-esulers i'air warning, that I am about to 
plun;r'', for a <rhai)t«-r or two, into as complete a labyrinth as ever 
hi.-tori.'in was perph'XtMl withal : therefore, I advise them to take 
1':l-I hoM of my skirts, and keep rlose at my heels, venturing 
ii«-illi#r to the right hand nor to the left, lest they get b<?mired in 
u slonjjl^ of unintelligibh; learning, or have their brains knocked 
out by some of those hanl f ircek names wliich will be flying 
about in all directionv. liut bhouhl any of them be too indolent 
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or chicken-hearted to accompany me in this perilous undertaking, 
they had better take a short cut round, and wait for me at the 
beginning of some smoother chapter. 

Of the creation of the world, we have a thousand contradic- 
tory accounts ; and though a very satisfactory one is furnished us 
by divine revelation, yet every philosopher feels himself in honor 
bound to furnish us with a better. As an impartial historian, I 
consider it my duty to notice their several theories, by which 
mankind have been so exceedingly edified and instructed. 

Thus it was the opinion of certain ancient sages, that the earth 
and the whole system of the universe was the Deity himself;* a 
doctrine most strenuously maintained by Zenophanes and the 
whole tribe of Eleatics, as also by Strabo and the sect of peri- 
patetic philosophers. Pythagoras likewise inculcated the famous 
numerical system of the monad, dyad, and triad, and by means 
of his sacred quaternary elucidated the formation of the world, 
the arcana of nature, and the principles both of music and 
morals.f Other sages adhered to the mathematical system of 
squares and triangles ; the cube, the pyramid, and the sphere ; 
the tetrahedron, the octahedron, the icosahedron, and the dodeca- 
hedron.| While others advocated the great elementary theory, 
which refers the construction of our globe and all that it contains, 
to the combinations of four material elements, air, earth, fire, and 
water ; with the assistance of a fifth, an immaterial and vivifying 
principle. 

Nor must I omit to mention the great atomic system taught 

* Aristot. ap. Cic. lib. i. cap. 3. 

t Aristot. Metaph. lib. i. c. 5. Idem, de CcbIo. 1. iii. c. 1. Rousseau mem. 
enr Musique ancien. p. 39. Plutarch de Plac. Philos. lib. i. cap. 3. 
I Tim. Locr. ap. Plato, t. iii. p. 90, 
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by old Moschus, before the siege of Troy ; revived by DenMW" 
ritus of laughing memory ; improved by EpicumSy that king rf 
good fellows, and modernized by the fanciful Descartes. But 
I decline inquiring, whether the atoms, of which the earth is said 
to be composed, are eternal or recent ; whether they are animate 
or inanimate ; whether, agreeably to the opinion of the atheists^ 
they were fortuitously aggregated, or, as the theists maintain^ 
were arranged by a supreme intelligence.* Whether, in M, 
\ the earth be an insensate clod, or whether it be animated by a 
soul ;t which opinion was strenuously midntained by a host rf 
philosophers, at the head of whom stands the great Plato, tha* 
temperate sage, who threw the cold water of philosophy on the 
form of sexual intercourse, and inculcated the doctrine of Plato- 
nic love — an exquisitely refined intercourse, but much better 
adapted to the ideal inhabitants of his imaginary island of Atlas* 
tis than to the sturdy race, composed of rebellious flesh and 
blood, which populates the little matter of fact island we inhabBi 
Beside these systems, we have, moreover, the poetical theo- 
gony of old Ilcsiod, who generated the whole universe in tb 
regular mode of procreation, and the plausible opinion of otherfl 
that the earth was hatched from the great egg of night, whid 
iloated in chaos, and was cracked by the horns of the celestia 
bull. To illustrate this last doctrine, Burnet in his theory of tb 
earth, t has favored us with an accurate drawing and descriptioii 
both of the form and texture of this mundane egg ; which i 

* Aristot. Nat. Auscult. 1. ii. cap. 6. Aristoph. Metaph. lib. i. cap. I 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. i. cap. 10. Justin Mart. orat. ad gent. p. 20. 

t Mosheim in Cudw. lib. i. cap. 4. Tim. de anim. mund. ap. Plat. HI 
iii. Mem. de I'Acad. des Belles- Lettr. t. xxxii. p. 19, et a.. 

t Book i. ch. 5. 
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iid to bear a marvellous resemblance to tbat of a goose. 
ch of mj readers as take a proper interest in tbe origin of 
s our planet, will be pleased to learn, that the most profound 
;es of antiquity, among the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Persians, 
reeks, and Latins, have alternately assisted at the hatching of 
is strange bird, and that their cacklings have been caught, and 
ntinued in different tones and inflections, from philosopher to 
libsopher, unto the present day. 

But while briefly noticing long celebrated systems of ancient 
iges, let me not pass over with neglect those of other philo- 
»phers ; which, though less universal and renowned, have equal 
aims to attention, and equal chance for correctness. Thus it 

recorded by the Brahmins, in the pages of their inspired 
bastah, that the angel Bistnoo, transforming himself into § 
feat boar, plunged into the watery abyss, and brought up the 
irth on his tusks. Then issued from him a mighty tortoise, 
^d a mighty snake ; and Bistnoo placed the snake erect upon 
le back of the tortoise, and he placed the earth upon the head 

the snake.* 

The negro philosophers of Congo affirm that the world was 
ade by the hands of angels, excepting their own country, which 
« Supreme Being constructed himself, that it might be supremely 
^cellent. And he took great pains with the inhabitants, and 
ade them very black, and beautiful ; and when he had finished 
e first man, he was well pleased with him, and smoothed him 
er the face, and hence his nose, and the nose of all his descend- 
ts, became flat. 

The Mohawk philosophers tell us, that a pregnant woman 

* Holwell. Gent. Philosophy. 
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fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise took her npon its bid^ 
^>eoause every place was covered with water ; and that the waaua, 
sittino^ upon the tortoise, paddletl with her hands in the walOi 
and raked up the earth, whence it finally happened that the eaitb 
hfjcame liigher than the water.* 

Tint I forViear to quote a nnmher more of these ancient ml 
r>titiandish pliilosophers, whose deplorable ignorance, in despite 
of all their erudition, compelled them to write in langnagei 
wliich but few of my readers can understand; and I shifl 
j)Tf}f''(',<\ brififly to notice a few more intelligible and fashionable 
theorif.q of tlieir mo<lem successors. 

And, firNt, I shall mention the great Buffon, who conjectnitf 
that tliis (r](}hii was originally a globe of liquid fire, scintillated 
from thri iKxly of the sun, by the percussion of a comet, as i 
ppHrk is generated by the collision of flint and steeL That ^ 
fir.«t it wns surrounded by gross vapors, which, cooling arf 
cnndfupinji in process of time, constituted, according to tfce* 
^VnQiti*'.", earth, wiitrr, and air; which gradually arranged th6i** 
poivfP. afoordirifr fo tlieir respective gravities, round the hnnioi 
or vitriHril ninss that formed tlieir centre. 

Miilfnn. on tlio contrary, supposes that the waters at fiS^ 
wr-ro uiiivcrsHlly pMniinount; and he terrifies himself with t^ 
id«'M thnt th(» rnrlh iinistbc eventually washed away by the for* 
oi' ntin. rivors. nnd tnoiuitain torrents, until it is confounded wi< 
fh" M'M-nn. <ir, in othi'r word.-*, absolutely dissolves into itself.— 
S'lltliine iil'vi * fur surpassing tliat of the tender-hearted dams^ 
of Mnti()uity. who wept herself into a fountain; or the good dam 

m 

* .TohaniiPi McimiKiIvnBid, Jun. Accoant of Maquaas or Mohawk Indiaiii 
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Jti l^arbomie in France, who, for a volubility of tongue unusual 
an her sex, was doomed to peel five hundred thousand and thirty- 
iBihe ropes of onions, and actually run out at her eyes before half 
"^e hideous task was accomplished. 

Whiston, the same ingenious philosopher who rivaled Ditton 
in his researches after the longitude (for which the mischief- 
loving Swift discharged on their heads a most savory stanza), 
lias distinguished himself by a very admirable theory respecting 
Ihe earth. He conjectures that it was originally a chaotic comet, 
"which being selected for the abode of man, was removed from 
its eccentric orbit, and whirled round the sun in its present 
regular motion ; by which change of direction, order succeeded 
to confusion in the arrangement of its component parts. The 
\ philosopher adds, that the deluge was produced by an uncourteous 
T salute from the watery tail of another comet ; doubtless through 

* sheer envy of its improved condition : thus furnishing a melan- 
choly proof that jealousy may prevail, even among the heavenly 
^es, and discord interrupt that celestial harmony of the 
^heres, so melodiously sung by the poets. 

But I pass over a variety of excellent theories, among which 
^ are those of Burnet, and Woodward, and Whitehurst ; regretting 

* extremely that my time will not suffer me to give them the notice 
s they deserve — and shall conclude with that of the renowned Dr. 

* Darwin. This learned Theban, who is as much distinguished 
">r rhyme as reason, and for good-natured credulity as serious 
research, and who has recommended himself wonderfully to the 
8^ graces of the ladies, by letting them into all the gallantries, 
amours, debaucheries, and other topics of scandal of the court 
of Flora, has fallen upon a theory worthy of his combustible 
"^agination. According to his opinion, the huge mass of chaos 



j 



42 HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 



took a sudden occasion to explode, like a barrel of gunpowder, 
and in that act exploded the sun — ^which in its flight, by a simihr 
convulsion, exploded the earth, which in like guise exploded 
tlio moon — and thus by a concatenation of explosions^ the whole 
Folnr system was produced, and set most systematicallj in 
motion !* 

V>y the great variety of theories here alluded to, every one 
of which, if thoroughly examined, will be found surprisinglj 
consistent in all its parts, my unlearned readers will perhapi 
be led to con<;ludc, that the creation of a world is not so difficult 
a task i\n they at first imagined. I have shown at least a scon 
of iii^c'nious methods in which a world could be constracted; 
{ind I liavc no doubt, that had any of the philosophers above 
(jiiotrid tlie use of a good manageable comet, and the philosophictl 
w}ir(;house chaos at Iiis command, he would engage to mannfitf- 
tiirf^ a planet as good, or, if you would take his word for it| 
lu'ttcr tluin this we inhabit. 

And liere I c^innot help noticing the kindness of Plxmdeiie^ 
in <Tc;iting comets for the great relief of bewildered philosopheis 
Hy tlirir assistance more sudden evolutions and transiticms are 
cffi-ctcd in tin*, system of nature than are wrought in a panlo- 
niiinic exhibition, by the wonder-working sword of Harleqnin- 
ShnnM one of our modem sages, in his theoretical flights amoog 
tlic stiirs, ev(>r find himself lost in the clouds, and in danger 
of hnnhling into the abyss of nonsense and absurdity, he hti 
1)nt to sci/.e a comet by the beanl, mount, astride of its tail, and 
nw:iy hr pdlops in triumph, like an enchanter on his hjppogii^ 
or a (Connecticut witch on her broomstick, ^Uo sweep the oobwebl 
out of the sky." 

• Dtw. Boi. Garden. Part I. Cant. i. I. 105. 
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It is an old and vulgar saying about a ^' beggar on horse* 

iMck," which I would not for the world have applied to these 

irqyerend philosophers : but I must confess, that some of them, 

^when they are mounted on one of those fiery steeds, are as wild 

in their curvetings as was Phaeton of yore, when he aspired 

to manage the chariot of Phoebus. One drives his comet at 

full speed against the sun, and knocks the world out of him 

"with the mighty concussion; another, more moderate, makes 

lu8 comet a kind of beast of burden, carrying the sun a regular 

supply of food and fagots — a third, of more combustible dispo- 

ation, threatens to throw his comet, like a bombshell, into the 

, "World, and blow it up like a powder magazine ; while a fourth, 

. "with no great delicacy to this planet, and its inhabitants, insinuates 

- .that some day or other, his comet — ^my modest pen blushes while 

£ I write it — shall absolutely turn tail upon our world, and deluge 

J It With water ! — Surely, as I have already observed, comets were 

bountifully provided by Providence for the benefit of philoso- 

g pbers, to assist them in manufacturing theories. 

k- And now, having adduced several of the most prominent 

r wieories that occur to my recollection, I leave my judicious 

Ql Naders at full liberty to choose among them. They are all 

j serious speculations of learned men — all differ essentially from 

gi each other — and all have the same title to belief. It has ever 

jj been the task of one race of philosophers to demolish the works 

^ ^ their predecessors, and elevate more splendid fantasies in their 

Jl stead, which in their turn are demolished and replaced by the 

j au* castles of a succeeding generation. Thus it would seem that 

]f knowledge and genius, of which we make such great parade, 

consist but in detecting the errors and absurdities of those who 

luiTe gone before, and devising new errors and absurdities, to 



44 HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 



bo ilotoctcd hj those who are to come after us. Theories aie 
tho mighty soap bubbles with which the grown up children of 
scioiioo amuse themselves — while the honest vulgar stand gazing 
ill s^tupid iulmlnuiou, and dignity these learned vagaries with tk 
immo ot' wisdom I — Surely Socrates was right in his opinion, thit 
pliilosophors are but a soberer sort of madmen, busying them- 
srlvos iu things totally incomprehensible, or which, if they cooH 
hv oiMuprehended, would be found not worthy the trouble of 
ilis<*ovorv. 

Fi)r my own ])art, until the learned have come to an agree- 
nuMit among tliemselves, I sluill content myself with the account 
handed ilown to us by Moses ; in which I do but follow the 
v\ani[)lo of our ingenious neighbors of Connecticut; who at their 
lirst settlement proclaimed, that the colony should be governed 
by the laws of Goil — until they had time to nmke better. 

(>ne thing, however, appears certain — ^from the unanimooi 
autlioriiy of the l>efore-quoted philosophers, supported by the 
eviilenee of our own senses, (which, though very apt to deoeiTe 
us, may be cautiously admitted as additional testimony,) it 
appears, I say, and I make the assertion deliberately, without 
fear of contradiction, that this globe really was created^ and thit 
it i< composed of Ifind ami water. It f:\rther appears that it is 
curiously divided and parceled out into continents and islandSy 
amon-j which I boldlv declare the renowned Islaxd of New- 
York will be found by any one who seeks for it in its proper 
place. 



CHAPTER IIL 

low THAT FAMOUS NAVIGATOB, NOAH, WAS SHAMEFULLY 
KICKNAMEB ; AND HOW HE COMItflTTED AN UNPARDONABLE 
OVERSIGHT IN NOT HAVING FOUR SONS ; WITH THE GREAT 
TROUBLE OF PHILOSOPHERS CAUSED THEREBY, AND THS 
DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. 

STOAH, who is the first sea-faring man we read of, begat three 

ions, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Authors, it is true, are not 

iranting, who affirm that the patriarch had a number of other 

^dren. Thus Berosus makes him father of the gigantic 

Titans, Methodius gives him a son called Jonithus, or Jonicus, 

ind others have mentioned a son, named Thuiscon, from whom 

lescended the Teutons or Teutonic, or in other words, the Dutch 

lation. 

I regret exceedingly that the mature of my plan will not 

)ennit me to gratify the laudable curiosity of my readers, by 

nvestigating minutely the history of the great Noah. Indeed, 

inch an undertaking would be attended with more trouble than 

nany people would imagine ; for the good old patriarch seems 

o have been a great traveler in his day, and to have passed 

mder a different name in every country that he visited. The 

Chaldeans, for instance, give us his story, merely altering his 
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name into Xisuthrus — a trivial alteration, which, to an higfairiM 
Bkillcd in etymologies, will appear wholly unimportant It 
appt'iirs, likewise, that he had exchanged his tarpaulin ui 
quiulnmt among the Chaldeans, for the gorgeous insignia of 
royalty, iind appears as a monarch in their annals. The Egyp* 
iinuA oclebnite him under the name of Osiris; the Tn<1iftna m 
]\I<Miu ; the Greek and Roman writers confound him with Ogjgttt 
:u)(l tlie Theban with Deucalion and Saturn. But the Chinetti 
who deservedly rank among the most extensive and authoitie 
historians, inasmuch as they have known the world much longer 
than any one else, declare that Noah was no other than Fohi; 
and what gives this assertion some air of credibility is, that it 
is a fact, admitted by the most enlightened literati, that Noak 
traveled into China, at the time of the building of the tower 
of ikihel (probably to improve himself in the study of Ian- 
giiap^es), and the learned Dr. Shackford gives us the RflditM^ 
infornuition, that the ark rested on a mountain on the frontien 
of Cliina. 

From this mass of rational conjectures and sage hypothesea^ 
n\iu\y Piitisfiictory deductions might be drawn ; but I shall content 
myself with the simple fact stated in the Bible, viz. that Noah 
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. It is astonishing 
on what remote and obscure contingencies the great aficdrs of 
this world depend, and how events the most distant, and to the 
common observer unconnected, are inevitably consequent the 
one to the otlier. It remains to the philosopher to discover 
tll(^<^c mysterious affmities, and it is the proudest triumph of 
his skill, to detect and drag forth some latent chain of causation, 
which at first sight appears a paradox to the inexperienced 
observer. Thus many of my readers will doubtless wonder 
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mbAt connection the family of Noah can possibly hare with this 
i^storj — and many will stare when informed, that the whole 
bustory of this quarter of the world has taken its character and 
idourse from the simple circumstance of the patriarch's having 
bwit three sons — ^but to explain : 

Noah, we are told by sundry very credible historianf, 
becoming sole surviving heir and proprietor of the earth, in fee 
aimple, after the deluge, like a good father, portioned out his 
estate among his children. To Shem he gave Asia; to Ham, 
.Africa; and to Japhet, Europe. Now it is a thousand times 
to be lamented that he had but three sons, for had there been 
« fourth, he would doubtless have inherited America; which, 
of course, would have been dragged forth from its obscurity on 
the occasion; and thus many a hard-working historian and 
philosopher would have been spared a prodigious mass of weary 
conjecture respecting the first discovery and population of this 
country. Noah, however, having provided for his three sons, 
looked in all probability upon our country as mere wild unsettled 
land, and said nothing about it ; and to this unpardonable taci- 
turnity of the patriarch may we ascribe the misfortune, that 
America did not come into the world as early as the other 
quarters of the globe. 

It is true, some writers have vindicated him from this mis- 
conduct towards posterity, and asserted that he really did discover 
America. Thus it was the opinion of Mark Lescarbot, a French 
writer, possessed of that ponderosity of thought, and profound- 
ness of reflection, so peculiar to his nation, that the immediate 
descendants of Noah peopled this quarter of the globe, and that 
the old patriarch himself, who still retained a passion for the 
Bea-fiEiring life, superintended the transmigration. The pious 
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and enlightened father, Charlevoix, a French Jesuit, remaiUUi 
for his aversion to the marvelous, common to all great travelei^ 
is conclusively of the same opinion ; nay, he goes still fiathOt 
and decides upon the manner in which the discovery was effected 
wliich was by sea, and under the immediate direction of the 
grout Noah. ^^I have akeady observed," exclaims the good 
father, in a tone of becoming indignation, '^ that it is an arhitnij 
sup[)osition that the grandchildren of Noah were not able to 
penetrate into the new world, or that they never thought of it 
In effect, I can see no reason that can justify such a notkn 
W\\o can seriously believe, that Noah and his immediate descend 
ants knew less than we do, and that the builder and pilot of tb 
greatest ship that ever was, a ship which was formed to traven 
an unbounded ocean, and had so many shoals and quicksand 
to guard against, should be ignorant of, or should not hav 
communicated to his descendants the art of sailing on the ocean? 
Therefore, they did sail on the ocean — therefore, they sailed 1 
America — therefore, America was discovered by Noah ! 

Now all this exquisite chain of reasoning, which is 8 
strikingly characteristic of the good father, being addressed \ 
the fiiith, rather than the understanding, is flatly opposed h 
Hans de Laert, who declares it a real and most ridicukH 
paradox, to suppose that Noah ever cntertiuned the thought o 
discovering America; and as Hans is a Dutch writer, I ai 
inclined to believe he must have been much better acquainU 
with the worthy crew of the ark than his competitors, and c 
course i)0ssessed of more accurate sources of information, 
i.s astonishing how intimate liistorians do daily become with tl 
]>atriarchs and other great men of antiquity. As intimai 
improves with time, and as the learned are particularly inquii 
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ve and familiar in their acquaintance with the ancients, I should 
ot be surprised if some future writers should gravely give us 
picture of men and manners as they existed before the flood, 
ax more copious and accurate than the Bible ; and that, in the 
ourse of another century, the log-book of the good Noah should 
»e as current among historians, as the voyages of Captain Cook, 
►r the renowned history of Eobinson Crusoe. 

I shall not occupy my time by discussing the huge mass of 
additional suppositions, conjectures, and probabilities respecting 
he first discovery of this country, with which unhappy historians 
overload themselves, in their endeavors to satisfy the doubts of 
in incredulous world. It is paini^l to see these laborious wights 
)anting, and toiling, and sweating under an enormous burden, 
\t the very outset of their works, which, on being opened, turns 
)ut to be nothing but a mighty bundle of straw. As, however, 
)y unwearied assiduity, they seem to have established the fact, 
o the satisfaction of all the world, that this country has been 
liscovered, I shall avail myself of their usefiil labors to be 
jxtremely brief upon this point. 

I shall not, therefore, stop to inquire, whether America was 
irst discovered by a wandering vessel of that celebrated Phceni- 
dan fleet, which, according to Herodotus, circumnavigated Africa ; 
)r by that Carthaginian expedition, which Pliny, the naturalist, 
nforms us, discovered the Canary Islands; or whether it was 
lettled by a temporary colony from Tyre, as hinted by Aristotle 
md Seneca. I shall neither inquire whether it was first dis- 
severed by the Chinese, as Vossius with great shrewdness 
advances; nor by the Norwegians in 1002, under Biom; nor 
yj Behem, the Grerman navigator, as Mr. Otto has endeavored 
70 prove to the savans of the learned city of Philadelphia. 

3 
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Nor shall I inveatigate the more modem claims of the WeUi» 
founded on the voyage of Prince Madoc in the eleventh centniji 
who having never returned, it has since been wiaelj rt^nHiiiW 
that lie must have gone to America, and that for a phiin reum 
— if he did not go there, where else could he have gone?— ft 
question which moat aocratically shuts out all &rther dispnte. 

Laying aside, therefore, all the conjectures above mentioned, 
with a multitude of others, equally sadsfactoiy, I shall take for 
grantftd the vulgar opinion, that America was discovered on the 
12th of October, 1192, by Christoval Colon, a Crenoese, who 
has been clumsily nicknamed Columbus, but for what reason I 
r-annot discern. Of the voyages and adventures of this Cokm, 
r 8hal] say nothing, seeing that they are already soffidently 
known. Nor nhall I undertake to prove that this country should 
liave been called Colonia, after his name, that being notoriously 
wlf-evident. 

Having thus happily got my readers on this side of the 
Atlantic, I ]>ictiirc them to myself, all impatience to enter upon 
i)if\ frijoyrrifnt of the land of promise, and in full expectatioa 
that f will immediately deliver it into their possession. But 
if f rln, may I ever forfeit the reputation of a regular bred 
hi<tori;iFi I Xrj — no — ^most curious and thrice learned readers, 
(i'nr thr'u'c. learned ye arc if ye have read all that has gone 
bfflir*-, 5irid nine times learned shall ye be, if ye read that which 
f-rirrirs ui)rr,) We Iiuvc ycf a world of work before us. Think 
yr.ii tlir fir^t diHcovercrs of this fair quarter of the globe had 
finfhiiijr to do l»iit go on sliorc and find a country ready laid out 
and riilfivatf'd like a garden, wherein they might revel at their 
«'»«*» y Sn ^wh thing — they had forests to cut down, underwood 
If I (rriih lip, manihcH to drain, and savages to exterminate. 
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In like manner, I have sundry doubts to clear away, questions 
resolve, and paradoxes to explain, before I permit you to 
ange at random ; but these difficulties once overcame, we shall 
« enabled to jog on right merrily through the rest of our history, 
[lius my work shaU, in a manner, echo the nature of the subject, 
a the same manner as the sound of poetry has been foimd by 
ertaln shrewd critics to echo the sense— this being an improve- 
aent in history, which I claim the merit of having invented. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SHOWING THE GREAT DIFFICULTY PHILOSOPHEBS HA YE HID 
IX PEOPLING AMERICA ; AND HOW THE ABORIGINES CAME 

TO BE BEGOTTEN BY ACCIDENT TO THE GREAT BELIEF 

AND SATISFACTION OP THE AUTHOR. 

The next inquiry at which we arrive in the regular course of 
our history is to ascertain, if possible, how this country wu 
originally peopled — a point f^itful of incredible embarrassments; 
for unless we prove that the Aborigines did absolutely come from 
somewhere, it will be immediately asserted, in this age of skepti- 
cism, that they did not come at all ; and if they did not come 
at all, then was this country never populated — a condasion 
perfectly agreeable to the rules of logic, but wholly irrecondlaUe 
to every feeling of humanity, inasmuch as it must syllogisticaDy 
prove fatal to the innumerable Aborigines of this popnkrai 
region. 

To avert so dire a sophism, and to rescue from logical annihi- 
lation so many millions of fellow creatures, how many wings of 
geese have been plundered! what oceans of ink have been 
benevolently drained ! and how many capacious heads of learned 
historians have been addled, and for ever confounded ! I pause 
with reverential awe, when I contemplate the ponderous toniei^ 
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in differ^t languages, with which they have endeavored to solye 
this question, so important to the happiness of society, but so 
involved in clouds of impenetrable obscurity. Historian after 
historian has engaged in the endless circle of hypothetical argu- 
ment, and after leading us a weary chase through octavos, quartos, 
and folios, has let us out at the end of his work just as wise 
as we were at the beginning. It was doubtless some philosophi- 
cal wild-goose chase of the kind that made the old poet Macro- 
bius rail in such a passion at curiosity, which he anathematizes 
most heartily, as ^^an irksome agonizing care, a superstitious 
industry about improfitable things, an itching humor to see what 
is not to be seen, and to be doing what signifies nothing when 
it is done." But to proceed : 

Of the claims of the children of Noah to the original popula- 
tion of this country I shall say nothing, as they have ak*eady 
been touched upon in my last chapter. The claimants next in 
celebrity, are the descendants of Abraham. Thus Christoval 
Colon (vulgarly called Columbus) when he first discovered the 
gold mines of ELispaniola, immediately concluded, with a shrewd- 
ness that would have done honor to a philosopher, that he had 
found the ancient Ophir, from whence Solomon procured the 
gold for embellishing the temple at Jerusalem ; nay. Colon even 
imagined that he saw the remains of furnaces of veritable 
Hebraic construction, employed in refining the precious ore. 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with such fascinating extra- 
vagance, was too tempting not to be immediately snapped at by 
the gudgeons of learning ; and accordingly, there were divers 
profound writers, ready to swear to its correctness, and to bring 
in their usual load of authorities, and wise surmises, wherewithal 
to prop it up. Vetablus and Robertus Stephens declared nothing 
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could be more clear — Arius Montanus, withont the least 
tion, asserts that Mexico was the true Ophir, and the Jews the 
early settlers of the country. While Possevin, Becan, and 
several other sagacious writers, lug in a supposed prophecy of 
the fourth book of Esdras, which being inserted in the migfatj 
hypothesis, like the keystone of an arch, gives it, in thdr 
opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their goodly super- 
structure, than in trudges a phalanx of opposite authors, with 
Hans de Laet, the great Dutchman, at their head, and at one 
blow tumbles the whole fabric about their ears. Hans, in fact, 
contradicts outright all the Israelitish claims to the first settlement 
of this country, attributing all those equivocal symptoms, and 
traces of Christianity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
found in divers provinces of the new world, to the Devily who 
has always affected to coimterfeit the worship of the tme Deity. 
" A remark," says the knowing old Padre d'Acosta, " made by 
all good authors who have spoken of the religion of nations 
newly discovered, and founded besides on the authority of the 
fathers of the churchJ^ 

Some writers again, among whom it is with much regret I 
am compelled to mention Lopez de Gomara, and Juan de Leri, 
insinuate that the Canaanites, being driven from the land of 
promise by the Jews, were seized with such a panic that they 
fled without looking behind them, until stopping to take breath, 
they found themselves safe in America. As they brought neither 
their national language, manners, nor features with them, it is 
supposed they Icil them behind in the hurry of their flight" 
I cannot give my faith to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned Grotius, who being 
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both aa ambassador and a Dutchman to boot, is entitled to great 
respect ; that North America was peopled by a strolling company 
of Norwegians, and that Peru was founded by a colony from 
China — ^Manco or Mango Capac, the first Incas, being himself 
a Chinese. Nor shall I more than barely mention, that fsither 
Barcher ascribes the settlement of America to tho, Egyptians, 
Rudbeck to the Scandinavians, Charron to the Gauls, Jufifredus 
Petri to a skating party from Friesland, Mihus to the Celtae, 
Marinocus the Sicilian to the Romans, Le Compte to the Phoe- 
nicians, Postel to the Moors, Martyn d'Angleria to the Abys- 
sinians, together with the sage surmise of De Laet, that England, 
Ireland, and the Orcades may contend for that honor. 

Nor will I bestow any more attention or credit to the idea 
that America is the fairy region of Zipangri, described by that 
dreaming traveler, Marco Polo, the Venetian ; or that it com- 
prises Ihe visionary island of Atlantis, described by Plato. 
Neither will I stop to investigate the heathenish assertion of 
Paracelsus, that each hemisphere of the globe was originally fur- 
nished with an Adam and Eve. Or the more flattering opinion 
of Dr. Romayne, supported by many nameless authorities, that 
Adam was of the Indian race — or the startling conjecture of 
Bufifon, Helvetius, and Darwin, so highly honorable to mankind, 
that the whole human species is . accidentally descended from a 
remarkable family of monkeys ! 

This last conjecture, I must own, came upon me very sud- 
denly and very ungraciously. I have often beheld the clown in 
a pantomime, while gazing in stupid wonder at the extravagant 
gambols of a harlequin, all at once electrified by a sudden stroke 
of the wooden sword across his shoulders. Little did I think at 
such times, that it would ever fall to my lot to be treated with 
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equal discourtesy, and that while I was quietly beholding these 
grave philosophers, emulating the eccentric transformations of 
the hero of pantomime, they would on a sudden turn upon me 
and my readers, and with one hypothetical flourish metamorphose 
us into beasts ! I determined from that moment not to bum my 
fingers withk any more of their theories, but content myself with 
detailing the different metho<ls by which they transported the de- 
scendants of these ancient and respectable monkeys to this great 
field of theoretical warfare. 

This was done either by migrations by land or transmigra- 
tions by water. Thus Padre Joseph D'Acosta enumerates three 
passages by land — first by the north of Europe, secondly by the 
nortli of Asia, and thirdly by regions southward of the Straits of 
[Magellan. The learned Grotius marches his Norwegians by a 
pleasant route across frozen rivers and arms of the sea, throagfa 
Iceland, Greenland, Estotiland and Naremberga: and varioos 
writers, among whom are Angleria, De Homn, and Buffon, 
anxious for the accommodation of these travelers, have fastened 
the two continents together by a strong chain of deductions — by 
which means they could pass over dry-shod. But should even 
this fail, Pinkerton, that industrious old gentleman, who compiles 
books, and manufactures Geographies, has constructed a natural 
bri<lge of ice, from continent to continent, at the distance of four 
or five miles from Behring's Straits — for which he is entitled to 
the grateful thanks of all the wandering aborigines who ever did 
or ever will pass over it. 

It is an evil much to be lamented, that none of the worthy 
writers above quoted could ever commence his work, without im- 
mediately declaring hostilities against every writer who had 
treated of the same subject In this particular, authors may be 
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compared to a certain sagacious bird, which in building its nest, 
is sure to pull to pieces the nests of all the birds in its neighbor 
hood. This unhappy propensity tends grievously to impede the 
progress of sound knowledge. Theories are at best but brittle 
productions, and when once committed to the stream, they should 
take care that like the notable pots which were fellow^voyagers, 
they do not crack each other. 

My chief surprise is, that among the many writers I have 
noticed, no one has attempted to prove that this country was peo- 
pled from the moon — or that the first inhabitants floated hither 
on islands of ice, as white bears cruise about the northern oceans 
—or that they were conveyed hither by balloons, as modem aero- 
nauts pass from Dover to Calais — or by witchcraft, as Simon 
Magus posted among the stars — or after the manner of the re- 
nowned Scythian Abaris, who, like the New England witches on 
full-blooded broomsticks, made most unheard-of journeys on the 
back of a golden arrow, given him by the Hyperborean Apollo. 

But there is still one mode left by which this country could 
have been peopled, which I have reserved for the last, because I 
consider it worth all the rest : it is — hy accident ! Speaking of 
the islands of Solomon, New Guinea, and New Holland, the pro- 
found father Charlevoix observes, " in fine, all these countries are 
peopled, and it is possible some have been so by accident. Now if 
it could have happened in that manner, why might it not have 
been at the same time, and by the same means, with the other parts 
of the globe ?" This ingenious mode of deducing certain conclu- 
sions from possible premises, is an improvement in syllogistic 
skill, and proves the good father superior even to Archimedes, for 
he can turn the world without any thing to rest his lever upon. 
It is only surpassed by the dexterity with which the sturdy old 

2* 
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Jesuit, in another place* cuts the gordian knot — "^ Nothing," saji 
he, '* is more easy. The inhabitants of both hemispheres are cer- 
tainlv the descendants of the same father. The common father 
of niankind received an express order from Heaven to people 
tlio world, and arcordntffly it has been peopled. To bring this 
ablaut, it Wiis necessary to overcome all difficulties in the waj, and 
they have also been overcome /^ Pious logician! How does he 
]>ut all the henl of lal>orious theorists to the blush, by explaining, 
ill five >vonK >vhat it has cost them vobimes to prove they knew 
notliiui:: alK)ut ! 

Fi\)in all the authorities here quoted, and a variety of others 
whioh 1 have consulted, but which are omitted through fear of 
tati«;inn«; the unlearned reader, I can only draw the following 
oouolusions, which luckily, however, are sufficient for my purpose. 
First, that this |)art of the world has actually been peopled^ 
(Q. K. W) to sup|H>rt which we have living proofs in the nmne- 
it>us tribes of Indimis that inhabit it. Secondly, that it has been 
]MM)|tlt'd in tive hnndnnl diffi»rent ways, as proved by a dood of 
authors >vlio, from the jtositiveness of their assertions, seem to 
havt' Ihm'u eyc-witnessos to the fact. Thirdly, that the people of 
this I'ituntry had a variety of fathers, which, as it may not be 
thoiigiit much to their credit by the common run of readersy the 
h'ss wo say on the subject the better. The question, thereforei I 
trust, is for ever at rest. 



CHAPTER V. 

IN WHICH THE AUTHOR PUTS A MIGHTY QUESTION TO THE 

BOUT, BY THE ASSISTANCE OP THE MAN IN THE MOON 

WHICH NOT ONLY DELIVERS THOUSANDS OP PEOPLE FBOM 
GEEAT EMBARRASSMENT, BUT LIKEWISE CONCLUDES THIS 
INTRODUCTORY BOOK. 

The writer of a history may, in some respects, be likened unto 
an adventurous knight, who having undertaken a perilous enter- 
prise, by way of establishing his fame, feels bound, in honor and 
chivalry, to turn back for no difficulty nor hardship, and never to 
shrink or quail, whatever enemy he may encounter. Under this 
impression, I resolutely draw my pen, and fall to, with might and 
main, at those doughty questions and subtle paradoxes, which, 
like fiery dragons and bloody giants, beset the entrance to my 
history, and would fain repulse me from the very threshold. 
And at this moment a gigantic question has started up, which I 
must needs take by the beard and utterly subdue, before I can 
advance another step in my historic undertaking; but I trust 
this will be the last adversary I shall have to contend with, and 
that in the next book I shall be enabled to conduct my readers in 
triumph into the body of my work. 

The question which has thus suddenly arisen, is. What right 
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had the first discoverers of America to land and take possessioa 
of a countr}', without first gaining the consent of its inhabitants, 
or yielding them an adequate compensation for their territory ?— 
a question which lias withstood many fierce assaults, and has 
given much distress of mind to multitudes of kind-hearted folk. 
And indeed, until it be totally vanquished, and put to rest, the 
worthy people of America can by no means enjoy the soil they 
inhabit, with clear right and title, and quiet, unsullied consciences. 

The first source of right, by which property is acquired in a 
country, is discovery. For as all mankind have an equal right 
to any thing, which has never before been appropriated, so any 
nation, that discovers an uninhabited country, and takes possession 
thereof, is considered as enjoying full property, and absolute, 
unquestionable empire therein.* 

This proposition being admitted, it follows clearly, that the 
Europeans who first visited America, were the real discoverers 
of the same ; nothing being necessary to the establishment of 
this fact, but simply to prove that it was totally uninhabited by 
man. This would at first appear to be a point of some difficulty, 
for it is well known, that this quarter of the world abounded 
with certain animals, that walked erect on two feet, had some- 
thing of the human countenance, uttered certain unintelligible 
sounds, very much like language, in short, had a marvelous 
resemblance to human beings. But the zealous and enlightened 
fathirs, who accompjmied the discoverers, for the purpose of 
])ronir)ting the kingdom of heaven, by establishing fat monasteries 
and bishoprics on earth, soon cleared up this i)oint, greatly to the 
fcutisfaction of his holiness the pope, and of all Christian voyagers 
and discoverers. 

• Grotius. PufTcndorf, b. v. c. 4. Vattel, b. i. c. 18, &c. 
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They plainly proved, and as there were no Indian writers 
arose on the other side, the fact waa considered as fully admitted 
and established, that the two-legged race of animals before 
mentioned were mere cannibals, detestable monsters, and many 
of them giants — which last description of vagrants have, since 
the times of Gog, Magog, and Goliath, been considered as out- 
laws, and have received no quarter in either history, chivalry, or 
song. Indeed, even the philosophic Bacon declared the Ameri- 
cans to be people proscribed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as 
they had a barbarous custom of sacrificing men, and feeding upon 
man's flesh. 

Nor are these all the proofs of their utter barbarism : among 
many other writers of discernment, TJlloa tells us " their imbecility 
is so visible, that one can hardly form an idea of them differ- 
ent from what one has of the brutes. Nothing disturbs the 
tranquillity of their souls, equally insensible to disasters and to 
prosperity. Though half naked, they are as contented as a 
monarch in his most splendid array. Fear makes no impression 
on them, and respect as little." AU this is furthermore supported 
by the authority of M. Bouguer. " It is not easy," says he, " to 
describe the degree of their indifference f6r wealth and all its 
advantages. One does not well know what motives to propose 
to them when one would persuade them to any service. It is 
vain to offer them money ; they answer they are not hungry." 
And Vanegas confirms the whole, assuring us that "ambition 
they have none, and are more desirous of being thought strong 
than valiant. The objects of ambition with us — honor, fame, 
reputation, riches, posts, and distinctions, are unknown among 
them. So that this powerful spring of action, the cause of so 
much seeming good and real evil in the world, has no power over 
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them. In a word, these unhappj mortals may be compared to 
children, in whom the development of reason is not completed.* 

Now all these peculiarities, although in the nnenlightfflrf 
states of Greece they would have entitled their possesson to 
immortal honor, as having reduced to practice those rig^ and 
abstemious maxims, the mere talking about which acqiuied 
certain old Greeks the reputation of sages and philosophers j^ 
yet, were they clearly proved in the present instance to betoken 
a most abject and brutified nature, totally beneath the humaii 
character. But the benevolent fathers, who had undertaken to 
turn these unhappy savages into dumb beasts, by dint of argu- 
ment, advanced still stronger proofs; for as certain divines of 
the sixteenth century, and among the rest Lullns, affirm — the 
Americans go naked, and have no beards ! — " They have nothing' 
says Lullus, ^' of the reasonable animal, except the mask." — Ami 
even that mask was allowed to avail them but little, for it ms 
soon found that they were of a hideous copper complexion — and 
being of a. copper complexion, it was all the same as if they were 
negroes — and negroes are black, "and black," said the pioni 
fathers, devoutly crossing themselves, "is the color of the Derfl!" 
Therefore, so far from being able to own property, they had no 
rifrht even to personal freedom — ^for liberty is too radiant a deity 
to inliabit such gloomy temples. All which circumstances plainly 
convinced the righteous followers of Cortes and Pizarro, tlitt 
thesii miscreants had no title to the soil that they infested — that 
they were a jMjrverse, illiterate, dumb, beardless, black-seed— 
mere wild beasts of the forests, and like them should either be 
subduoxi or exterminated. 

From the foregoing arguments, therefore, and a variety of 
others equally conclusive, which I forbear to enumerate^ it if 



fflSTORY OP NEW-YORK. 63 



early evident that this fair quarter of the globe when first visited 
f Suropeans, was a howling wilderness, inhabited by nothing 
at wild beasts ; and that the transatlantic visitors acquired an 
icontrovertible property therein, by the right of discovery. 

This right being fully established, we now come to the next, 
iiich is the right acquired by cultivation, " The cultivation of 
le soil," we are told, " is an obligation imposed by nature on 
LBjikind. The whole world is appointed for the nourishment of 
s inhabitants : but it would be incapable of doing it, was it 
ncultivated. Every nation is then obliged by the law of nature 
> cultivate the ground that has fallen to its share. Those people, 
ke the ancient Germans and modem Tartars, who, having 
3rtile countries, disdain to cultivate the earth, and choose to live 
J rapine, are wanting to themselves, and deserve to he extermi' 
ioied as savage and pernicious beasts"* 

Now it is notorious, that the savages knew nothing of agricnl- 
ore, when first discovered by the Europeans, but lived a most 
'^agabond, disorderly, unrighteous life, — ^rambling from place to 
>lace, and prodigally rioting upon the spontaneous luxuries of 
lature, without tasking her generosity to yield them any thing 
nore ; whereas it has been most unquestionably shown, that 
Eleaven intended the earth should be ploughed and sown, and* 
nanured, and laid out into cities, and towns, and farms, and 
x>untry seats, and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all 
v^hich the Indians knew nothing about — ^therefore, they did 
lot improve the talents Providence had bestowed on them — 
therefore, they were careless stewards — therefore, they had no 
right to the soil — ^therefore, they deserved to be exterminated. 
It is true, the savages might plead that they drew all the 

* Vattel, b. i. ch. 17. 
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benefits from the land which their simple wants required— tbe/ 
found plenty of game to hunt, which, together with the roots anl 
iineiiltivated fruits of the earth, furnished a sufficient variety fcr 
their frugal repasts; — and that as Heaven merely designed the 
earth to form the abode, and satisfy the wants of man ; so long 
as those purposes were answered, the will of Heaven was accom- 
plished. — l>ut this only proves how undeserving they were of the 
l»lessin*rs around them — they were so much the more savages, 
for not having more wants ; for knowledge is in some degree an 
increase of desires, and it is this superiority both in the number 
an<l niatrnitude of his desires, that distinguishes the man from the 
be;ist. 'riu»refore the Indians, in not having more wants, were 
very unreasonable animals ; and it was but just that they shooM 
make way tor the Europeans, who had a thousand wants to their 
one, and, therefore, would turn the earth to more account, and bf 
<tihivatinj? it, more truly fulfill the will of Heaven. Besides— 
Grot ins and Lauterbaeh, and PuffendorfT, and Titins, and mtfj 
wUe men beside, who have considered the matter properiy, hx^ 
iletern lined, that the pro[)erty of a country cannot be acquired 
by hunting, euttin;» w(km1, or dniwing water in it — ^nothing W 
precise demiireation of limits, and the intention of cultivation, ctf 
"establisli tht» jK)ssession. Xow as the savages (probably fiwH 
nev»T having mad the authors al)ove quoted) had never complied 
with any of these necessary forms, it plainly follows that they had 
no right to the soil, but that it was completely at the disposal of 
the first comers, who hiwl more knowledge, more wants, and more 
elejTJUit, that is to siiy, artificial desires than themselves. 

In entering u|>4)n a newly discovered, uncultivated countiji 
therefore, the new comers were but taking possession of what, 
according to the aforesaid doctrine, was their own property — 
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jrefore, in opposing them, the savages were invading their just 
;hts, infringing the immutable laws of nature, and counteracting 
B will of Heaven — therefore, they were guilty of impiety, 
LTglary, and trespass on the case, — ^therefore, they were 
irdened oflfignders against God and maa — therefore, they ought 

be exterminated. 

But a more irresistible right than either that I have men- 
oned, and one which will be the most readily admitted by my 
2ader, provided he be blessed with bowels of charity and 
hilanthropy, is the right acquired by civilization. All the 
^orld knows the lamentable state in which these poor savages 
^ere found. Not only deficient in the comforts of life, but what 
* Btill worse, most piteously and unfortunately blind to the 
Series of their situation. But no sooner did the benevolent 
^bitants of Europe behold their sad condition than they 
'Jfinediately went to work to ameliorate and improve it. They 
itroduced among them rum, gin, brandy, and the other comforts 
f life — ^and it is astonishing to read how soon the poor savages 
darned to estimate those blessings; 1 hey likewise made known to 
lem a thousand remedies, by which the most inveterate diseases 
•6 alleviated and healed ; and that they might comprehend the 
mefits and enjoy the comforts of these medicines, they pre- 
ously introduced among them the diseases which they were 
Iculated to cure. By these and a variety of other methods 
IS the condition of these poor savages wonderfully improved ; 
3y acquired a thousand wants, of which they had before been 
lorant ; and as he has "most sources of happiness who has most 
tnts to be gratified, they were doubtlessly rendered a much 
ppier race of beings. 

But the most important branch of civilization, and which has 
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most strenuously been extolled by the zealous and pious fill 
of the Eomish Church, is the introduction of the Christian i 
It was truly a sight that might well inspire horror, to behold 1 
savages tumbling among the dark mountains of paganism. 
guilty of the most horrible ignorance of religion. It is true, 
neither stole nor defrauded ; they were sober, frugal, conti 
and faithful to their word ; but though they acted right habiti 
it was all in vain, unless they acted so from precept. The 
comers, therefore, used every method to induce them to em^ 
and practice the true religion — except indeed that of setting 
the example. 

But notwithstanding all these complicated labors for 
good, such was the unparalleled obstinacy of these stol 
wretches, that they ungratefully refused to acknowledgi 
strangers as their benefactors, and persisted in disbelievii 
doctrines they endeavored to inculcate ; most insolently all< 
that from their conduct, the advocates of Christianity di 
seem to believe in it themselves. Was not this too muc 
human patience ? — ^would not one suppose that the benign 
ants from Europe, provoked at their incredulity, and disooa 
by their stiff-necked obstinacy, would for ever have aban* 
their shores, and consigned them to their original ignoranc 
misery ? — But no — so zealous were they to effect the ten 
comfort and eternal salvation of these pagan infidels, thai 
even proceeded from the milder means of persuasion, to the 
painful and troublesome one of persecution — ^let loose amon^ 
whole troops of fiery monks and furious bloodhounds — ^pi 
them by fire and sword, by stake and fagot ; in consequei 
which indefatigable measures the cause of Christian lov 
charity was so rapidly advanced, that in a few years not on 
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of the number of unbelievers existed in South America that were 
fmind there at the time of its discovery. 

What stronger right need the European settlers advance to 
the country than this ? Have not whole nations of uninformed 
savages been made acquainted with a thousand imperious wantfl 
wood indispensable comforts, of which they were before wholly' 
ignorant ? Have they not been literally hunted and smoked out 
of the dens and lurking places of ignorance and infidehty, and 
absolutely scourged into the right path ? Have not the temporal 
thmgs, the vain baubles and filthy lucre of this world, which were 
too apt to engage their worldly and selfish thoughts, been benevo- 
lently taken from them ; and have they not, instead thereof, been 
taught to set their affections on things above ? — And finally, to use 
the words of a reverend Spanish father, in a letter to his supe- 
rior in Spain — " Can any one have the presumption to say that 
these savage Pagans have yielded any thing more than an incon- 
siderable recompense to their benefactors; in surrendering to 
them a Uttle pitiful tract of this dirty sublunary planet in ex- 
diange for a glorious inheritance in the kingdom of heaven ?" 

Here then are three complete and undeniable sources of right 
established, any o^e of which was more than ample to establish a 
property in the irewly discovered regions of .America. Now, so 
it has happened in certain parts of this delightful quarter of the 
globe, that the right of discovery has been so strenuously asserted 
— the influence of cultivation so industriously extended, and the 
progress of salvation and civilization so zealously prosecuted, that, 
what with their attendant wars, persecutions, oppressions, diseases 
and other partial evils that often hang on the skirts of great bene- 
fits — ^the savage aborigines have, somehow or another, been utterly 
annihilated — and this all at once brings me to a fourth right, 
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which is worth all the others put together. — For the orignal diiii' 
ants to the soil being all dead and buried, and no one remannng 
to inherit or dispute the soil, the Spaniards, as the next inuM- 
diate occupants, entered upon the possession as clearly as the 
liangman succeeds to the clothes of the malefactor — and as lliey 
liave Blackstone,* and all the learned expounders of the law oo 
their side, tliey may set all actions of ejectment at defiance — iirf 
this Ittst right may be entitled the right by £XTERmixatio5, or 
in other words, the right by gunpowder. 

But lest any scruples of conscience should remain on this 
head, and to settle the question of right for ever, his holiness P(q« 
Alexander VI. issued a bull, by which he generously granted the 
newly-diseovered quarter of the globe to the Spaniards and Portn- 
guese ; who, thus having law and gospel on their side, and being 
inflain(;d with great spiritual zeal, showed the Pagan savages 
neither favor nor affection, but prosecuted the work of discoverj, 
colonization, civilization, and extermination, with ten times more 
fury than ever. 

Thus were the European worthies who first discovered Ame- 
rica flcarly entitled to the soil ; and not only entitled to the soili 
but likewise to the eternal thanks of these infidel savages, for 
having (•f)nie so far, endured so many perils by sea and land, and 
tak<n such unwearied pains, for no other purpose but to improve 
tlieir forlorn, uncivilized, and heathenish condition — ^for having 
nijid«' them acquainted with the comforts of life ; for having in- 
troduced among them the light of religion, and finally — for hav- 
ing liurricid them out of tlie world, to enjoy its reward! 

But as argument is never so well understood by us selfish mof^ 

* Bl. Com. b. ii. c. 1. 
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3 as T^lien it comes home to ourselves, and as I am partacnlarlj 
xioTis that this question should be put to rest for ever, I will 
ppose a parallel case, by way of arousing the candid attention 

my readers, 

Liet us suppose, then, that the inhabitants of the moon, by 
tonisbing advancement in science, and by profound insight into 
at lunar philosophy, the mere flickerings of which have of late 
iars dazzled the feeble optics, and addled the shallow brains of 
e good people of our globe — ^let us suppose, I say, that the inr 
irbitants of the moon, by these means, had arrived at such a 
^minand of their energies, such an enviable state of perfectiHUtyy 
\ to control the elements, and navigate the boundless regions of 
lace. Let us suppose a roving crew of these soaring philoso- 
lers, in the course of an aerial voyage of discovery among the* 
ars, should chance to alight upon this outlandish planet. 

And here I beg my readers will not have the uncharitablenesa 
> smile, as is too frequently the fault of volatile readers, when 
3rasing the grave speculations of philosophers. I am far from 
idalging in any sportive vein at present ; nor is the supposition 
have been making so wild as many may deem it It has long 
sen a very serious and anxious question with me, and many a 
me and oft, in the course of my overwhelming cares and contri- 
Euices for the welfare and protection of this my native planet, 
ave I lain awake whole nights debating in my mind, whether it 
'ere most probable we should first discover and civilize the 
lOon, or the moon discover and civilize our globe. Neither would 
le prodigy of sailing in the air and cruising among the stars be 

whit more astonishing and incomprehensible to us, than was the 
iOropean mystery of navigating floating castles, through the 
rorld of waters, to the simple natives. We have already dis- 
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covered the art of coasting along the aerial shores of our phnd) 
by means of balloons, as the savages had of venturing along tbor 
sea-coasts in canoes ; and the disparity between the former, aol 
the aerial vehicles of the philosophers from the moon, might not 
be greater than that between the bark canoes of the saTiga^ 
and the mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pome 
an endless chain of similar speculations ; but as they would be hb- 
important to my subject, I abandon them to my reader, parties* 
larly if he be a philosopher, as matters well worthy of his atten- 
tive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition — let us suppose that the 
aerial visitants I have mentioned, possessed of vastly superior 
knowledge to ourselves; that is to say, possessed of superior 
knowledge in the art of extermination — ^riding on hyppogriffr— 
defended with impenetrable armor — armed with conoentratol 
sunbeams, and provided with vast engines, to hurl enomuNii 
moon-stones : in short, let us suppose them, if our vanity win 
permit the supposition, as superior to us in knowledge, and 
consequently in power, as the Europeans were to the In^aiu, 
when tliey first discovered them. All this is very possible ; it ii 
only our self-sufficiency that makes us think otherwise ; and I 
warrant the poor savages, before they had any knowledge of the 
white men, armed in all the terrors of glittering steel and 
trf^mcndous gunpowder, were as perfectly convinced that they 
t]u;m selves were the wisest, the most virtuous, powerful, and 
]>(>rrccrt of created beings, as are, at this present moment, the 
lordly inhabitants of old England, the volatile populace of 
France, or even the self-satisfied citizens of this most enlightened 
republic. 

Let U8 suppose, moreover, that the aerial yoyagers, finding 



HISTORY OP NEW- YORK. 71 



\as planet to be nothing but a howling wilderness, inhabited by 
fl, poor savages and wild beasts, shall take formal possession of 
k, in the name of his most gracious and philosophic excellency, 
he man in the moon. Finding, however, that their numbers are 
lioompetent to hold it in complete subjection, on account of the 
erocious barbarity of its inhabitants, they shall take our worthy 
^resident, the King of England, the Emperor of Hayti, the 
idghty Bonaparte, and the great King of Bantam, and returning 
their native planet, shall carry them to court, as were the 
Indian chiefs led about as spectacles in the courts of Europe. 

Then making such obeisance as the etiquette of the court 
equires, they shall address the puissant man in the moon, in, as 
ear as I can conjecture, the following terms : 

" Most serene and mighty Potentate, whose dominions extend 
8 for as eye can reach, who rideth on the Great Bear, useth 
be sun as a looking-glass, and maintaineth unrivaled control 
ver tides, madmen, and sea-crabs. We thy liege subjects have 
ist returned from a voyage of discovery, in the course of which 
re have landed and taken possession of that obscure little dirty 
lanet, which thou beholdest rolling at a distance. The five 
noouth monsters, which we have brought into this august pre- 
snce, were once very important chiefs among their fellow 
Ekvages, who are a race of beings totally destitute of the common 
ttributes of humanity; and diflfering in every thing from the 
ihabitants of the moon, inasmuch as they carry their heads 
pen their shoulders, instead of under their arms — have ^o 
yes instead of one — are utterly destitute of tails, and of a 
anety of unseemly complexions, particularly of horrible white- 
ess — ^instead of pea-green. 

"We have moreover found these miserable savages sunk 
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i'..i.v. ■■■'.r"=-'.T liTir-i: •viii: >is r.-vzi wi:"-?- ari*! reazizisr his ©•■ 
".•..!.•-;.. [.-•-ra.i :: iz.iil:rl2J: ia. ihiu comznanirr of wira 
....-: \j :!■: Li— •:: :Lj:;ir»r- &s expocnded bv ihe phikeophefS 
'.: -.. : :;.--'. r.. L' & "worL ihev have 5*?an>rlT a gleam of tme 
:;...-.-,:.:.;/ irion^ :hrE2. la: are. in fact, uner heredosy jgtt^ 
.■;j:.'. .-':-. ar-d harbojiir.*- T;\ffir.g composfion. therefore, on the 
•i.: o.:. l>ior. of ::-'i:*'i nbl-inarv wretches* we have endeavored 

m 

■'•: r^rr.a;r>;'i on iLeir plane:, to in:7^>iace awwiwg themtbe 
':.'j:r or r^ziL^jT. — and the ctjni:or:s of the moon. We hive 
t.-':;i*':'i 'h'^m to mouiLr'jl* of m'»n?hine. and draughts of nitrons 
OX; 'i- .'.r.iol'i thfrv rwa'i lowed wiih incredible voracitj. porticiilarij 
*;.': f' :;.;*!':- ; ar^d we have likewise endeavored to instill inw 
t :.'■::. *'.,*• pr'rC'rpL-: of lunar philosophv. We have insisted npoo 
t;.'.!; Tf:Uhuu<'\u'/ the contemptible shackles of religion uA. 
"hutit.hu -,':Ji'^.*',. and adoring the pn:ifuiind. omnipotent, and aO 
/,< rf-r ' t i.ufirry, and the ecstatic, immutable, immovable perfectioo> 
Jiijr -rj'-h wa.-. the unparalleled obstinacv of these wzetcbed 
:..j V.I//' -, Miat they jKrrsisted in cleaving to their wives, and 
;i/l}i< r in;.' to their reIi;rion, and absolutely set at naught the 
ijifiiirri' do'rtrinen of the moon — nav. amon;; other abominable 
h' r' I' . t}if y f'ven went »o far an blasphemously to declare, thtf 
till.-, iw \\':i\Af'. pL'itjet wa.s made of nothing more nor less than 

t/f < ' n ' \%t-t--f . 

A I \\ii-t: word', the ^reat man in the moon (being a veir 
J. I'll'. mid piiiir/'opii'-r; hliull fall into a terrible passion, and pos- 
fit i^xu'/ f-f|ii(il (luthority over things that do not belong to hiOi 
us ihd whilom hi-n holiner^n the Pope, shall forthwith issA t 
f/if iiii'hihh- IjiiII, -p«-c-i<yinjr, "Tliat, wliereas a certain crew of 
KiitifilMQ hiiv htlely dincovcrcd, and taken possession of a newly 
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discovered planet called the earth — and that whereas it is 
inhabited by none but a race of two-legged animals that carry 
their heaos on their shoulders instead of under their arms ; can- 
not talk the lunatic language ; have two ejm instead of one ; are 
destitute of tails, and of a horrible whiteness, instead of pea- 
green — therefore, and for a variety of other excellent reasons, 
they are considered incapable of possessing any property in the 
planet they infest, and the right and title to it are confirmed to 

its original discoverers. — And furthermore, the colonists who are 
» 

now about to depart to the* aforesaid planet are authorized and 
commanded to use every means to convert these infidel savages 
from the darkness of Christianity, and make them thorough and 
absolute lunatics." 

In consequence of this benevolent bull, oiu: philosophic bene- 
factors go to work with hearty zeal. They seize upon bur fertile 
territories, scourge us from our rightful possessions, relieve us 
from our wives, and when we are unreasonable enough to 
complain, they wiU turn upon us and say. Miserable barbarians ! 
ungrateful wretches ! have we not come thousands of miles to 
improve your worthless planet ; have we not fed you with moon- 
shine; have we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxyd; does 
not our moon give you light every night, and have you the 
baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitiful return for all these 
benefits? But finding that we not only persist in absolute 
contempt of their reasoning and disbelief in their philosoph}', 
but even go so far as daringly to defend our property, their 
patience shall be exhausted, and they shall resort to their 
superior powers of argument ; hunt iis with hyppogriffs, transfix 
us with concentrated sunbeams, demolish our cities with moon- 
stones; until having, by main force, converted us to the true 
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fait 1 1, thc\ >liall graciously ponnit us to exist in the torrid deserts 
of Araliia, or xUo frozen regions of Lapland, there to«enjoy the 
l»li'S-iii;js of rivilizatiun and the eharms of lunar philosophv. in 
niiiili I III' same nianiVr as the reformed and enlightened sava^ 
I A' thi^ country are kindly suffered to inhabit the inhospitable 
fiin-i^ of till' north, or the impenetrable wildernesses of South 
Ann-lira. 

'Ml 11^, I hope, I liave dearly proved, and strikingly illustrated, 
till- riL'lit of the oarly colonists to the possession of this country; 
and tlius is (his gigantic question completely vanquished: so 
lia\iiiL^ iiianfiilly surmounted all obstacles, and subdued all oppo- 
>iiioii, what remains hut that I should forthwith conduct my 
n ;hI« r- into tin- rity which we have been so long in a manner 
lit-ii ;jiiig? Hut hohl; before I proceed another step, I mtist 
jiaiHi- to tak«' hn-ath, and recover from the excessive &tigne 
I havr iiiiilrrgoiir, in preparing to begin this most accurate of 
hi-(orI<-^. And in this I do but imitate the example of a 
n-tiouiii il Dutch tumhh.T of antiquity, who took a start of three 
mill' fur the purpose, of jumping over a hill, but having ran 
hiiii-i If out of hrcath hy the time lie reached the foot, sat himself 
(|uii-ilv down for a few moments to blow, and then walked over 
it at hi^ h-i>iun'. 



BOOK IL 

TREATING OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE 

OF NIEUW-NiyDERLANDTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

IN WHICH ARE CONTAINED DIVERS REASONS VTHY A MAN 
SHOULD NOT MTIITE IN A HURRY ; ALSO, OP MASTER 
HENDRICK HUDSON, HIS DISCOVERT OF A STRANGE COUN- 
TRY — ^AND HOW HE WAS MAGNIFICENTLY REWARDED BY 
THE MUNIFICENCE OF THEIR HIGH MIGHTINESSES. 

My great-grandfather, by the mother's side, Hermanus Van 
Clattercop, when employed to build the large stone church at 
Botterdam, which stands about three hundred yards to your left 
aft^r you turn off from the Boomkeys, and which is so conve- 
liiently constructed, that all the zealous Christians of Eotterdam 
prefer sleeping through a sermon there to any other church in 
the city — ^my great-grandfather, I say, when employed to build 
that &mous church, did in the first place send to Delfts for a box 
of long pipes; then having purchased a new spitting-box and 
a hundred weight of the best Virginia, he sat himself down, and 
did nothing for the space of three months but smoke most 



bborioQBly. Then did he (pend full thiva montls iNon i> 
trudging an foot, and voya^ng in Rckocliuit, frnm ItoUerdaiB ta 
Am^lerdam — to Delft — U) llawlem — lo LeyUen — tn the B>^ 
knoirkiDg kis head and breaking hu pipe against evtirf ckorcik 
in his road. Then did he adTiuic« gndaaHj Doarer and neuff 
to Eottcrdam, until he came in full sight irf tiu> tdantiol tf^ 
whereon the church waa to be bu0t. Then did he spend tint 
monilis IdDger in walking round it and round il, contemplati^U^ 
first from one point oT view, and then from anollMT — iu>W maU 
he be padiUcHl by it on the eanol — non would ht peep at it thnni^ 
a telwcope from the other side of the Sleiije, and aovr would in 
take a bird's-eye glance at it, from the lop of one of those ^igacdk 
wiodmilla which protect the gates of the city. Tite good fiilk* 
of the place were on the tiptoe of espectation and impaticnee 
— nolwillistanding oD the turmoil of my great-grnnd^tiher, oat 
a symptom of the church was yet to he seen ; they eireB bcfiii 
to I'ear it would never be brought into the world, but Ihal in 
great projector would lie down and die in lahor of tht ntigliiy 
plan he liad conceived. At length, having occupied twelve g«d 
months in pufliiig and paddling, and talking and walking — harii)(S 
traveled over all Holland, and even taken a peep iutu Ftaam 
and Genn-iny — having suiokod five Iiundrcd and nlnety-oUut 
pipes, and tlirce hundred weight of Ihn best Vvginia tolnieco 
— ^my great-grand Ittllier gathered together all thAl koowing ood 
induslrious class of ciliicns who prHVr nttrjidtng lo any b(iily*i 
bnainess sooner than ihctr own, and liuiing pulled off bi« rml 
and five pair of breeches, he advantwd sturdily tip, nnd laid (he 
comiu--«UinG of the church, in tlie prvience of Lhe wtible malli- 
tude — ^jast at tlie commeacement of :ho thirUi-ntb mottlh. 

In a wmilar munpcr, nod wWi the ejtiunpif of mjr wortlij 
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ancestor full before my eyes, have I proceeded in writing this 
most authentic history. The honest Rotterdamers no doubt 
thought my great-grandfather was doing nothing at all to the 
purpose, while he was making such a world of prefatory bustle, 
about the building of his church — ^and many of the ingenious 
inhabitants of this fair city will unquestionably suppose that all 
the preliminary chapters, with the discovery, population, and 
final settlement of America, were totally irrelevant and super- 
fluous — ^and that the main business, the history of New-York, 
is not a jot more advanced, than if I had never taken up my i 
pen. Never were wise people more mistaken in their conjee- 
* tures ; in consequence of going to work slowly and deliberately, 
the church came out of my grandfather's hands one of the most 
sumptuous, goodly, and glorious edifices in the known world — 
excepting that, like our magnificent capitol, at Washington, it 
was begun on so grand a scale that the good folks could not 
afford to finish more than the wing of it. So, likewise, I trust, <r 
if ever I am able to finish this work on the plan I have com- / 
menced, (of which, in simple truth, I sometimes have my doubts,) \ 
it will be found that I have pursued the latest rules of my art^ ' 
as exemplified in the writings of all the great American his- 
torians, and wrought a very large history out of a small subject-^ 
which, now-a-days, is considered one of the grdkt triumphs of 
historic skilL To proceed, then, with the thread of my story. 

In the ever memorable year of our Lord, 1609, on a Saturday 
morning, the five-and-twentieth day of March, old style, did that 
"worthy and irrecoverable discoverer, (as he has justly been 
called,) Master Henry Hudson," set sail from Holland in a stout 
vessel called the Half Moon, being employed by the Dutch East 
India Company, to seek a northwest passage to China. 
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Ileniy (or, as the Dutch historians call him, Hendrid:) 
Hudson, was a sea-faring man of renown, who had learned to 
emoke tobacco under Sir Walter Raleigh, and is said to hare 
been the first to introduce it into Holland, which gained him much 
popularity in tliat country, and caused him to find great favor in 
the eyes of their High Mightinesses, the lords states general, and 
also of the honorable West India Company. He was a short, 
square, bra\\iiy old gentleman, with a double chin, a mastiff 
mouth, and a broad copper nose, which was supposed in those 
days to have acquired its fiery hue from the constant neighbor- 
hood of his tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara, tucked in a leathern belt, ' 
and a commodore's cocked hat on one side of his head. He was 
remarkable for always jerking up his breeches when he gave out 
ids orders, and his voice sounded not unlike the brattling of a 
tin trumpet — owing to the number of hard northwesters which 
he had swallowed in the course of his sea-faring. 

Such was Ilendrick Hudson, of whom we have heard so 
much, and know so little : and I have been thus particular in his 
description for the benefit of modem painters and statuaries, that 
they may represent him as he was ; and not, according to their 
rx)mmon custom with modem heroes, make him look like Cssar, 
or Marcus Aurelius, or the Apollo of Belvidere. 

As cliief mate and favorite companion, the commodore chose 
intiAter Robert Juet, of Limehouse, in England. By some his 
iiiuiui has been spelled C7i€Wit, and ascribed to the circumstance 
of liis liaving been the first man that ever chewed tobacco ; but 
this I believe to be a mere flippancy; more especially as certain 
of his progeny are living at tliis day, who write their names Juet. 
He was an old comrade and early schoolmate of the great Hudson, 
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with whom he had oHen played truant and sailed chip hoats in a 
neighboring pond, when thej were little boys — from whence it is 
said the commodore first derived his bias towards a sea-faring life. 
Certain it is, that the old people about Limehouse declared 
Bobert Juet to be an imlucky urchin, prone to mischief, that 
would one day or other come to the gallows. 

He grew up as boys of that kind oflen grow up, a rambling, 
heedless varlet, tossed about in all quarters of the world — ^meet- 
ing with more perils and wonders than did Sindbad the Sailor, 
without growing a whit more wise, prudent, or ill-natured. Un- 
der every misfortune, he comforted himself with a quid of tobacco, 
and the truly philosophic maxim, that ^^ it will be all the same 
thing a hundred years hence." He was skilled in the art of 
carving anchors and true lovers' knots on the bulk-heads and 
quarter-railings, and was considered a great wit on board ship, in 
consequence of his plajdng pranks on every body around, and 
now and then even making a wry face at old Hendiick, when his 
back was turned. 

To this universal genius are we indebted for many particulars 
concerning this voyage ; of which he wrote a history, at the re- 
quest of the commodore, who had an unconquerable aversion to 
writing himself, from having received so many floggings about it 
when at school. To supply the deficiencies of master Juet's jour- 
nal, which is written with true log-book brevity, I have availed 
myself of divers ^Eunily traditions, handed down from my greatr 
great-grandfather, who accompanied the expedition in the capacity 
of cabin-boy. 

From all that I can learn, few incidents worthy of remark hap- 
pened in the voyage ; and it mortifies me exceedingly that I have 
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inimportant touchings and standings off and on, she at length, on 
he fourth day of September, entered that majestic bay, which at 
ids day expands its ample bosom before the city of New- York, 
md which had never before been visited by any European.* 

It has been traditionary in our family, that when the great 
aavigator was first blessed with a view of this enchanting island, 
be was observed, for the first and only time in his life, to exhibit 
strong symptoms oPastonishment and admiration. He is said to 
liave turned to master Juet, and uttered these remarkable words, 
nrhile he pointed towards this paradise of the new world — " See ! 
there !" — and thereupon, as was always his way when he was 
imcommonly pleased, he did puff out such clouds of dense to- 
bacco smoke, that in one minute the vessel was out of sight of 
land, and master Juet was fain to wait until the winds dispersed 
this impenetrable fog. 

* Tnie it is — and I am not ignorant of the &ct, that in a certain aprocrjr- 
phal book of voyages, compiled by one Haklayt, is to be fomid a letter written 
to Francis the First, by one Giovanne, or John Verazzani, on which s«me 
wrriters are inclined to found a belief that this delightful bay had been visited 
nearly a century previous to the voyage of the enterprising Hudson. Now this 
(albeit it has met with the countenance of certain very judicious and learned 
tnen) I hold in utter disbelief, and that for various good and substantial reasons : 
Firstt Because on strict examination it will be found, that the description given 
by this Verazzani applies about as well to the bay of New-York as it does to 
my night-cap. Secondly, Because that this John Verazzani, for whom I al- 
ready begin to feel a most bitter enmity, is a native of Florence ; and every 
body knows the crafty wiles of these losel Florentines, by which they filched 
away the laurels from the brows of the immortal Colon, (vulgarly called Colum- 
bus,) and bestowed them on their officious townsman, Amerigo Vespucci ; and 
[ make no doubt they are equally ready to rob the illustrious Hudson of the 
credit of discovering this beautiful island, adorned by the city of New- York, 

4* 
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It was indeed — as my great-grandfather used to saj — thoo^ 
in tnitli I never heard hiin, for he died, as might be expected, 
]}cf<)Vii. I was born — "It was indeed a spot on which the eve 
inij:lit lijive reveled for ever, in ever new and never ending 
\n-ii\i\'n'.<J* The ishmd of Mannahata spread wide before them, 
like soinf) swciet vision of fancy, or some fair creation of indus- 
trious nijigic!. Its hills of smiling green swelled gently one above 
iiiiothfjr, crowned with lofty trees of luxuflant growth; some 
poinliiif^ tlK'ir tapering foliage towards the clouds, which were 
^Hoiioiisly transparent; and others loaded with a verdant burthen 
of clnmlxring vine^s, bowing their branches to the earth, that was 
covcicd with flowers. On the gentle declivities of the hills were 
K(Mlt«n'<l in gay profusion, the dog-wood, the sumach, and the 
wild brirr, whose scarlet berries and white blossoms dowed 
l)ri;rhlly among the deep green of the surrounding foliage; and 
hen*, and tlw;re a curling column of smoke rising from the litde 
[rhns that oi)ened along the shore, seemed to promise the weart 
v()^a;.n'rs a welcome; at the hands of their fellow creatures. M 
fhry stood gazing with entranced attention on the scene before 
flM'iii, :i rr(\ man, crowned with feathers, issued from one of these 
^•;l«'ns, and aft^T (jontemplating in silent wonder the gallant ship, 

iiimI plnriiif^ ii Jn'Hi(ii" lln-ir uKuriutd discovery of South America. Andf thirdly, 
I iiwiml my lirriHioii in favor of the prctensionsofHendrick Hudson, inaamoch 
i\n liiM fxpcilitioii finilod from Ilollnnd, being truly and absolutely a Dutch en- 
i('i|iiif find ihoui^h nil the proofk in the world were introduced on the othff 
niilr. I wniilil m-t thrni nt naii(;ht, as undeserving my attention. If these three 
trirmiifi III' not Hunirictit to witisfy every burgher of this nncient city — all I can 
nnv i"«. ilwy II n- drgi-nrrnte dcHcendnnts from their venerable Datch anoeston, 
Mild lotiillv uiiwiirlliy ih'- trouble of convincing. Thus, therefore, the title of 
llriidiif'k lIudiMiu to liifl renowned discovery is fully vindicated. 
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as she sat like a stately swan swimming on a silver lake, sounded 
the warhoop, and bounded into the woods like a wild deer, to 
the utter astonishment of the phlegmatic Dutchmen, who had 
never heard such a noise, or witnessed such a caper in their 
whole lives. 

Of the transactions of our adventurers with the savages, and 
how the latter smoked copper pipes, and ate dried currants ; how 
they brought great store of tobacco and oysters ; how they shot 
one of the ship's crew, and how he was buried, I shall say 
nothing ; being that I consider them unimportant to my history. 
After tarrying a few days in the bay, in order to cefresh them- 
selves after their sea-faring, our voyagers weighed anchor, to 
explore a mighty river which emptied into the bay. This river, 
it is said, was known among the savages by the name of the 
ShatemiLch ; though we are assured in an excellent little history 
published in 1674^ by John Josselyn, Gent., that it was called 
the Mohegan^ and master Richard Bloome, who wrote some 
time afterwards, asserts the same — so that I very much incline 
in favor of the opinion of these two honest gentlemen. Be this 
as it may, up this river did the adventurous Hendrick proceed, 
Httle doubting but it would turn out to be the much looked for 
passage to China ! 

The journal goes on to make mention of divers interviews 
between the crew and the natives, in the voyage up the river ; 
but as they would be impertinent to my history, I shall pass over 
them in silence, except the following dry joke, played off by the 
old commodore and his school-fellow, Robert Juet, which does 

* This river is likewise laid down in Ogilvy's map as Manhattan — Noordt 
Montaigne and Mauritius river. 
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such vast credit to tlieir experimental philosophy, that I cannot 
refmin from inserting it. " Our master and his mate determined 
to try some of the cliiefe men of the countrey, whetlier they had 
any treacherie in tliem. So they tooke them downe into the cabin. 
and gave them so much wine and aqua vitae, that they were all 
nierrie ; and one of them had his wife with him, which sate so 
mod(f»tly, as any of our countrey women would do in a strange 
phir*e. In tlie end, one of tliem was drunkc, which had been 
aborde of our sliip all the time that we had been there, and that 
was strange to them, for they could not tell how to take it."* 

Having satisfied himself by this ingenious experiment, that 
tlie natives were an honest, social race of jolly roysters, who liad 
no olyection to a drinking bout, and were very merry in their 
eups, the old commodore chuckled hugely to himself, and thrust- 
ing a dou])le quid of tobacco in his cheek, directed master Juet 
to have it carefully recorded, for the satisfaction of all the natu- 
ral i)hilosophers of the university of Leyden — which done, he 
proc«;c(led on his voyage, with great self-complacency. After 
sailing. how<,'ver, al)Ove an hundred miles up the river, he found 
the; watery world around him began to grow more shallow and 
confined, the current more rapid, and perfectly fresh — ^phenom- 
ena not uncommon in the ascent of rivers, but which puzzled the 
honest Dutchmen prodigiously. A consultation was therefore 
called, and having dtflibcrated full six houi-s, they were brought 
to a determination, l)y the ship's running aground — whereupon 
thev unaniinouslv <roncluded, tliat there was but little chance of 
getting to China in this direction. A Ixjat, however, was dis- 
patched to explore higher up the river, which, on its return, con- 

» Juet'8 Joum. Purch. Pil. 
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Fined the opinion — upon this the ship was warped oflf and put 
bout, with great difficulty, being like most of her sex, exceedingly 
iurd to govern ; and the adventurous Hudson, according to the 
£Count of my great-great-grandfather, returned down the river 
— ¥dth a prodigious jQiea in his ear ! ^ 

Being satisfied that there was little likelihood of getting to 
!])hina, unless, like the blind man, he returned from whence he 
at out, and took a fresh start, he forthwith recrossed the sea 
o Holland, where he was received with great welcome by the 
Lonorable East India Company, who were very much rejoiced 
o see him come back safe — ^with their ship ; and at a large and 
•espectable meeting of the first merchants and burgomasters 
»f Amsterdam, it was unanimously determined, that as a munifi- 
cent reward for the eminent services he had performed, and the 
mportant discovery he had made, the great river Mohegan 
hould be called aA^r his name ! — ^and it continues to be called 
Hudson river ujato this very day. 



CHAPTER n. 

rONTAIMMJ AV ACCOUNT OF A MIGHTT ABK WHICH FLOlTlDi 
rMU'.Il TIIK rUOTECTlOX OF ST. NICHOLAS, FBOX HOI- 
I. A Ml TO (illlllKT ISLAND — ^THE DESCENT OF THE STRAS61 
ANMIAl.M TIIKKKKKOM — A GREAT TICTOBT, AND A DE8CU^ 
in IN or TIIK ANCIENT VILLAGE OP COMSfUNIPAW. 

Till. (IrlfM'iiihlr ncroniits given by the great Hndson, and master 
Jin-t. Ill' till* roiiiitry they ]uu\ discovered, excited not a little talk 
iumI >-)Hriiljiiiiin iiiiiDiig the good people of Holland. Letten 
I ml I- III wfi'i' ;n-iintfd liy government to an association of mei^ 
f liiini •:. mlliil fill' Wf>t India Company, for the exclusive trade 
III! llinl.iiii rivir, mi which tht^y erected a trading-house called 
1 'Ml Aiiiiiiiin. Ill' Oi'Mii;.'!', fnim wh(.*ncc did spring the great dtj 
III Alliiiiiv. Kilt I inrlic'ir to dwell on the various commercial 
iiii'l I nliiiii/iii^i; riilri'pi'iscs which toolc placc ; among which was 
ili.ii ul IMviilirrr Adrian Hlock, who discovered and gave a name 
i«i I'.IimI'^ 1-i1mii<1, 'tiiii'f (aiiioiis for its cheese — and shall barely 
• ••iiiiiii iii\.-i||' ut ihnt which gave birth to this renowned dtj. 
1 1 wiia ^.1 III II- ihri-c or four years aft or the return of the 
*iiiiiiii.ii>il Ill-Ill! lick, I hilt a crew of honest, Low Dutch colonistB 
CI t '-.iiW in nil ilif citv of Aiii>tcnhim, for the shores of America. 
It I- nil iiif-|iiiiiihh< hisH In liistory, and a great proof of the 
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^jkness of the age, and the lamentable neglect of the noble art 
f book-making, smce so industriously cultivated by knowing sea- 
stptains, and learned supercargoes, that an expedition so interest- 
^g and important in its results, should be passed over in utter 
ilence. To my great-great-grandfather am I again indebted for 
he few facts I am enabled to give concerning it — ^he having once 
tiore embarked for this country, with a full determinatidh, as he 
«dd, of ending his days here — and of begetting a race of Eiiicker- 
)ockers, that should rise to be great men in the land. 

The ship in which these illustrious adventurers set sail was 
iaJled the Goede Vrouw, or good woman, in compliment to the 
vife of the President of the West India Company, who was al- 
owed by every body (except her husband) to be a swlet-tem- 
>ered lady — when not in liquor. It was in truth a most gallant 
vessel, of the most approved Dutch construction, and made by the 
iblest ship-carpenters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, al- 
w^ays model their ships after the fair forms of their countrywomen. 
A.ccordingly, it had one hundred feet in the beam, one hundred 
Teet in the keel, and one hundred feet from the bottom of the 
jtem-post to the tafferel. Like the beauteous model, who was de- 
clared to be the greatest belle in Amsterdam, it was full in the 
bows, with a pair of enormous cat-heads, a copper bottom, and 
fvithal a most prodigious poop ! 

The architect, who was somewhat of a religious man, far &om 
decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as Jupiter, Neptune, or 
Hercules, (which heathenish abominations, I have no doubt occa- 
sion the misfortunes and shipwreck of many a noble vessel,) he, 
I say, on the contrary, did laudably erect for a head, a goodly 
image of St. Nicholas, equipped with a low, broad-brimmed hat, 
a huge pair of Flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached to the 
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^nd of the bowsprit. Thus gallantiv liimished. the stanch ship 
fionuA sideways, like a majestic goos-e, out of the harbor of the 
urf:ixi citv of ^\jastenlani. and all the bells* that were not other- 
wi>.e engaged, rang a triple bobmajor on the joyful occasion. 

My great-great-grandfather remarks, that the Toyage was nn- 
commonly prosperous, for, being under the especial care of the eve^ 
rcvcTcd St. Nicholas, the Goede Vrouw seemed to be endowed with 
qualities unknown to conmion vessels. Thus she made as mach 
hj'.w'ny Hi headway, could get along very nearly as fiist with the 
wind ahead, as when it was a^poop — and was particularly great 
in a calm ; in consequence of which singular advantages, she 
rnadr; out to accomplish her voyage in a very few months, and 
cmtKi to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, a little to the east of 
Giiibet Island. 

Here lifting up their eyes, they beheld, on what is at present 
callfyl the Jersey shore, a small Indian village, pleasantly em- 
iKiwered in a grove of spreading elms, and the natives all col- 
lected on the beach, gazing in stupid admiration at the Goede 
\'rou\v. A lx>at was immediately dispatched to enter into a 
innty with them, and approaching the shore, hailed them through 
a fniiiipet, in the most friendly terms ; but so horribly confounded 
wt'Tf. these jKKjr savages at the tremendous and uncouth soimd of 
llif. Low Dutch language, that they one and all took to their heels, 
and sr*;imfH;red over the Bergen hills; nor did they stop until 
ih«7 hm\ buried themselves, head and ears, in the marshes on the 
oiImt side, where they all miserably perished to a man — and their 
Ijoncs hcin;^ collected and decently covered by the Tammany So- 
(•i«-ty of that day, formed that singular mound called Rattle* 
HNAKI-: Hill, which rises out of the centre of the salt marshes, a 
Utile to the cast of the Newark Causeway. 
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imated by this unlooked-for victory, our valiant heroes 

ashore in triumph, took possession of the soil as conquer- 
the name of their High Mightinesses the Lords States Gre- 

and marching fearlessly forward, carried the village of 
[JNIPAW by storm, notwithstanding that it was vigorously 
ed by some half a score of old squaws and pappooses. On 
r about them they were so transported with the excellencies 
place, that they had very little doubt the blessed St. Nicho- 
i guided them thither, as the very spot whereon to settle 
»lony. The softness of the soil was wonderfully adapted 

driving of piles ; the swamps and marshes around them 
d ample opportunities for the constructing of -dykes and 

the shallowness of the shore was peculiarly favorable to 
ilding of docks — ^in a word, this spot abounded with all the 
tes for the foundation of a great Dutch city. On making 
ful report, therefore, to the crew of the Goede Vrouw, they 
id all determined that this was the destined end of their 
;. Accordingly they descended from the Goede Vrouw, 
?^omen, and children, in goodly groups, as did the animals 
J from the ark, and formed themselves into a thriving set- 
t, which they called by the Indian name Communipaw. 

all the world is doubtless perfectly acquainted with Com- 
aw, it may seem somewhat superfluous to treat of it in the 
t work ; but my readers will please to recollect, that not- 
mding it is my chief desire to satisfy the present age, yet I 
ikewise for posterity, and have to consult the understanding 
iriosity of some half a score of centuries yet to come ; by 
time, perhaps, were it not for this invaluable history, the 
Communipaw, like Babylon, Carthage, Nineveh, and other 
[jities, might be perfectly extinct — sunk and forgotten in its 
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own rri ud — ^its inhabitants turned into ovftersy* and even its sbai* 
tion ;i fcrtilfi; .subject of learned controversj and bard-lieaded is- 
\*:'.Uirniion among indefatigable historians. Let me then piouslf 
rtr.(:u*t from oblivion the humble relics of a place, which wastlie 
f jfg from whence was hatched the mighty city of New-Yoit ! 

(.'oiijinunipaw is at present but a small Tillage, pleasandj 
situated, among rural scenery', on that beauteous part of tlie 
.Jr;r.->.ffy nliorc which was known in ancient legends by the dum 
of i'avoriia,r and commands a grand prospect of the superb btj 
of Now- York. It is within but half an hour's sail of the latter 
]Au(n; j^rovided you liave a fair wind, and may be distinctly eccb 
from tJic city. Nay, it is a well known fact, which I can testiff 
from my own experience, that on a clear still summer erenin^ 
yon niJiy lu^ar, from the batterj' of New-York, the obstreperoB 
penis of liroad-moutlied laughter of the Dutch negroes at Cgd* 
miinipaw, who, like most other negroes, are famous for thdr 
ri-ililc powers. This is peculiarly the case on Sunday evemngSi 
when, it. is remarked by an ingenious and observant philosopher, 
who lum mafh; great discoveries in the neighborhood of this city, 
iliat (hey always laugh loudest — which he attributes to the ci^ 
riinist.'iiicf; of their having their holiday clothes on. 

ThfrM n(;groes, in fac;t, like the monks in the dark ageS) 
iuiiritr^. all the knowledge 'of the place, and being infinitely mon 
fid venturous and more knowing than their masters, carry on aD 
the t'onign tnide; making frequent voyages to town in canoes 
1o;iiIim1 v. iih oysters, buttermilk, and cabbages. They are great 
fi -trnlo;jfrs, pnrdicting the different changes of weather almost ai 

* Mi-ii liy junction flegeiicratc into oysters. — Kaimes. 
t I'll VI II I ill, ill the ancient maps, is given to a tract of coantry eztendim 
fiiiiii filifiiii liotwkcn to Amboy. 
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irately as an almanao— they are moreover exquisite per- 
aers on three-stringed fiddles : in whistling they almost boast 
&r-famed powers of Orpheus's lyre, for not a horse or an ox 
lie place, when at the plough or before the wagon, will budge 
K>t until he hears the well known whistle of his black driver 
L companion. — And from their amazing skill at casting up 
ounts upon their fingers, they are regarded with as much 
leration as were the disciples of Pythagoras of yore, when 
dated into the sacred quaternary of numbers. 
As to the honest burghers of Communipaw, like wise men 
I soimd philosophers, they never look beyond their pipes, nor 
able their heads about any affairs out of their immediate 
ghboriiood ; so that they live in profound and enviable igno- 
ce of all the troubles, anxieties, and revolutions of this 
txacted planet. I am even told that many among them do 
•ily believe that Holland, of which they have heard so much 
01 tradition, is situated somewhere on Long Island — that 
ihing-devil and the Narrows are the two ends of the world — 
t the country is still under the dominion of their High 
ghtinesses, and that the city of New- York still goes by the 
ne of Nieuw Amsterdam. They meet every Saturday after- 
m, at the only tavern in the place, which bears as a sign, a 
lare-headed likeness of the Prince of Orange, where they 
3ke a silent pipe, by way of promoting social conviviality, and 
ariably drink a mug of cider to the success of Admiral 
n Tromp, who they imagine is still sweeping the British 
innel, with a broom at his mast-head. 

Communipaw, in short, is one of the numerous little villages 
;he vicinity of this most beautiful of cities, which are so many 
mg-holds and fastnesses, whither the primitive manners of our 
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Dutch forefathers have retreated, and where they are eheii 
with devout and scrupulous strictness. The dress of the oi^ 
settlers is handed down inviolate, from father to son — ^the id 
cal broad-brimmed hat, broad-skirted coat, and broad-botto 
breeches, continue from generation to generation ; and ees 
gigantic knee-buckles of massy silver, are still in wear, that d 
gallant display in the days of the patriarchs of Commoiu] 
The language likewise continues imadulterated by bazte 
innovations ; and so critically correct is the village schoolffli 
in his dialect, that his reading of a Low Dutch psalm has n 
the same effect on the nerves as the filing of a handsaw. 



CHAPTER nL 

WHICH IS SET FOBTH THE TRUE ABT OF MAKING A BAKGAIK 
— ^TOGETHEB WITH THE MTRACULOUS ESCAPE OF A GBEAT 
HETBOPOLIS IN A ¥0& — ^AND THE BI06BAPHT OF CEBTAIN 
HEBOES OF COMMUNIPAW. 

• 

iviNG, in the trifling digression which concluded the last 
ipter, discharged the filial duty which the city of New-York 
ed to Communipaw, as being the mother settlement ; and hav- 
; given a faithful picture of it as it stands at present, I rettm 
h a soothing sentiment of self-approbation, to dwell upon its 
ly history. The crew of the Groede Vrouw being soon rein- 
ced by fresh importations from Holland, the settlement went 
ily on, increasing in magnitude and prosperity. The neigh- 
ing Indians in a short time became accustomed to the uncouth 
md of the Dutch language, and an intercourse gradually took 
kce between them and the new comers. The Indians were 
ich given to long talks, and the Dutch to long silence — ^in this 
ilicular, therefore, they accommodated each other completely, 
le chiefs would make long speeches about the big bull, the Wa- 
sh, and the Great Spirit, to which the others would listen very 
tentively, smoke their pipes, and grunt yah, myn-'he^' — whereat 
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the poor savages were wondrously deligbted. They uutnckl 
tlic new settlers in the best art of earing and smoking UAmUi 
while the latter, in return, made them dnmk with tnie HoUaii^ 
and then taught them the art of making bargains. 

A brisk trade for furs was soon opened : the Dutch tniBi . 
were scrupulously lionest in their dealings, and purchafled tf 
weight, est«ibli.sliing it as an invariable table of avoirdupoiBy U 
the hand of a Dutchman weighed one poimd, and his foot t«o 
pounds. It is true, the simple Indians were often puzzled bj Ab 
^eat disproportion between bulk and weight, for let them pbeei 
bundle of furs, never so large, in one scale, and a Dutchnun ^ 
his hand or foot in the other, the bundle was sure to kicl Ab 
beam — never was a package of furs known to weigh more th* 
two pounds in the market of Communipaw ! 

This is a singular fact — but I have it direct from my gm^ 
great-grandfather, who liad risen to considerable importanoe a 
the colony, being promoted to the office of weigh-master, tf 
account of the uncommon heaviness of his foot 

The Dutch possessions in this part of the globe began novto 
iissume a very thriving appearance, and were oompreheiidrf 
under the general title of Nieuw Nederlandts, on account, u Ab 
sage A'andiir Donck observes, of their great resemblance to Ab 
Dutch Netherlands — ^^'hich indeed was truly remarkable, eseeplr 
ing that the former were rugged and mountainous, and the latter 
levol und marshy. A1>out this time the tranquillity of the Dnfak 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary interruption* b 
IGli, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, sailing under a commiflOOi 
from Dido, governor of Virginia, visited the Dutch settlements ei 
Hudson Kiver, and demanded tlieir submission to the EnglMh 
crown and Virginian dominion. To this arrogant demand, M 
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sy were in no condition to resist it, they submitted for the time, 
e discreet and reasonable men. 

It does not appear that the valiant Argal molested the settle- 
jnt of Communipaw ; on the contrary, I am told that when his 
ssel first hove in sight, the worthy burghers were seized with 
csh a panic, that they fell to. smoking their pipes with astonish- 
g vehemence ; insomuch that they quickly raised a cloud, which,^ 
inbining with the surrounding woods and marshes, completely 
veloped and concealed their beloved village, and overhung the 
ir regions of Pavonia — so that the terrible Captain Argal passed 
, totally unsuspicious that a sturdy little Dutch settlement lay 
agly couched in the mud, under cover of all this pestilent vapor. 

commemoration of this fortunate escape, the worthy inhabit- 
ts have continued to smoke, almost without intermission, unto 
is very day ; which is said to be the cause of the remarkable 
5 which often hangs over Communipaw of a clear afternoon. 

Upon the departure of the enemy, our worthy ancestors look 
11 six months to recover their wind and get over the constema- 
n into which they had been thrown. They then called a coun- 

of safety to smoke over the state of the province. At this 
imdl presided one Oloffe Van Kortlandt, a personage who was 
Id in great reverence among the sages of Communipaw for the 
riety and darkness of his knowledge. He had originally been 
e of a set of peripatetic philosopher who passed much of their 
16 sunning themselves on the side of the great canal of Am- 
irdam in Holland ; enjoying, like Diogenes, a free and unincum- 
ped estate in simshine. His name Kortlandt (Shortland or 
Lckland) was supposed, like that of the illustrious Jean Sans- 
TC, to indicate that he had no land ; but he insisted, on the 
ntrary, that he had great landed estates somewhere in Terra 
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Incognita ; and he had come out to the new world to loci 
them. He was the first great land speculator that we read 
these parts. 

Like all land speculators, he was much ^ven to dres 
Never did any thing extraordinary happen at Communipa 
he declared that he had previously dreamt it ; being one of 
infallible prophets who predict events after they have co 
pass. This supernatural gift was as highly valued amoi 
burgliers of Favonia as among the enlightened nations ol 

« 

quity. The wise Ulysses was more indebted to his sleepin 
his waking moments for his most subtle achievements, and : 
undertook any great exploit without first soundly sleeping 
it ; and the same may be said of Olofie Van Kortlandt, wl 
thence aptly denominated Olofie the Dreamer. 

As yet his dreams and speculations had turned to littl 
sonal profit ; and he was as much a lack-land as ever. S 
carried a high head in the community ; if his sugar-loaf h 
rather the worse for wear, he set it off" with a taller cock's-t 
his shirt was none of the cleanest, he pufied it out the more 
bosom ; and if the tail of it peeped out of a hole in his bn 
it at least proved that it really had a tail and was not 
rufiie. 

The worthy Van Kortlandt, in the council in question, 
the policy of emerging from the swamps of Communipa 
seeking some more eligible site for the seat of empire. Si 
said, was tlic advice of the good St. Nicholas, wlio had ap 
to him in a dream the night before ; and whom he had knc 
his broad hat, liis long pipe, and the resemlilance wliich b 
to the figure on the bow of the Groede Vrouw. 

l^Iany liave thought this dream was a mere invention of 
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Van Kortlandt ; who, it is said, had ever regarded Communipaw 
with an evil eye because he had arrived there after all the land 
bad been shared out, and who was anxious to change the seat of 
empire to some new place, where he might be present at the 
- distribution of " town lots." But we must not give heed to such 
insinuations, which are too apt to be advanced against those wor- 
thy gentlemen engaged in laying out towns, and in other land 
i|>eculations. For my own part, I am disposed to place the same 
implicit faith in the vision of Oloffe the Dreamer that was mani 
fested by the honest burghers of Communipaw, who one and all 
agreed that an expedition should be forthwith fitted out to go on 
a voyage of discovery inquest of a new seat of empire. 

This perilous enterprise was to be conducted by Oloffe him- 
self ; who chose as lieutenants or coadjutors Mynheers Abraham 
Hardenbroeck, Jacobus Van Zandt, and "Winant Ten Broeck — 
three indubitably great men, but of whose history, although I 
have made diligent inquiry, I can learn but little previous to 
their leaving Holland. Nor need this occasion much surprise ; 
for adventurers, like prophets, though they make great noise 
abroad, have seldom much celebrity in their own countries ; but 
this much is certain, that the overflo^vings and offscourings of a 
country are invariably composed of the richest parts of the soil. 
And here I cannot help remarking how convenient it would be 
to many of* our great men and great families of doubtful origin, 
could they have the privilege of the heroes of yore, who, when- 
ever their origin was involved in obscurity, modestly announced 
themselves descended from a god — and who never visited a for- 
eign country but what they told some cock and bull stories about 
their being kings and princes at home. This venal trespass on 
the Vfftthi tJiough it has been occasionally played off by some 

5 
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ig the whole truth, I should almost be tempted to pass over in 
tRnce as incompatible with the gravity and dignity of history ; 
bat this worthy gentleman should likewise have been nicknamed 
cx)m what in modem times is considered the most ignoble part of 
be dress. But in truth the small clothes seems to have been a 
cry dignified garment in the eyes of our venerated ancestors, in 
31 probability from its covering that part of the body which has 
•een pronounced " the seat of honor." 

The name of Ten Broeck, or as it was sometimes spelled Tin 
3roeck, has been indifferently translated into Ten Breeches and 
Pin Breeches. Certain elegant and ingenious writers on the sub- 
Bct declare in favor of Tin, or rather Thin Breeches ; whence 
hey infer that the original bearer of it was a poor but merry 
t>gae, whose galligaskins were none of the soundest, and who, 
leradventure, may have been the author of that truly philosophical 
lanza: 

** Then why should we qaarrel £>r riches. 
Or any sach glittering toys ; 
A light heart and thin pair of breeches 

Will go thorough the world, my brave boys !** 

The more accurate commentators, however, declare in favor 
ff the other reading, and affirm that the worthy in question, was 
i buily, bulbous man, who, in sheer ostentation of his venerable 
xrogenitors, was the first to introduce into the settlement the an- 
aent Dutch fashion of ten pair of breeches. 

Snch was the trio of coadjutors chosen by Oloffe the Dreamer, 
o acoompany him in this voyage into unknown realms ; as to the 
lames of his crews they have not been handed down by history. 

Having, as I before observed, passed much of his life in the 
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open air, among the peripatetic phiksophen of Anu 
Olofie had become familiar with the aspect of the heav< 
could as accurately determine when a storm was brewi: 
squall rising, as a dutiful husband can foresee, from the 1 
Ills spouse, when a tempest is gathering about his ears, 
pitched upon a time for his voyage, when the skies appeal 
pitious he exhorted all his crews to take a good night's rest 
up their family affaii^ and make their wills ; precautioD 
by our forefathers even in afler times when they becsQ 
adventurous, and voyaged to Haverstraw, c^ TTftiitiylrill^ or 
Esopus« or any other far country, beyond the great waten 
Tappaan Zee. 



CHAPTER IV. 

TEOt HEBOES OF COMMUNIPAW VOYAGED TO HBLL-GATSy 
AND HOW THEY WERE RECEIVED THERE. 

now the rosy blush of mom began to mantle in the east, 
Don the rising sun, emerging from amidst golden and purple 
}, shed his blithsome rays on the tin weathercocks of Com- 
)aw. It was that delicious season of the year, when nature, 
ing from the chilling thraldom of old winter, like a bloom- 
unsel from the tyranny of a sordid old father, threw herself, 
tog with ten thousand charms, into the arms of youthful 
I. Every tufted copse and blooming grove resounded with 
)tes of hymeneal love. The very insects, as they sipped the 
hat gemmed the tender grass of the meadows, joined in the 
3 epithalamium — ^the virgin bud timidly put forth its blushes, 
voice of the turtle was heard in the land," and the heart of 
lissolved away in tenderness. Gh ! sweet Theocritus ! had 
e oaten reed, wherewith thou erst did charm the gay Sicilian 
1 — Or Oh! gentle Bion! thy pastoral pipe, wherein the 
'' swains of the Lesbian isle so much delighted, then might 
mpt to sing, in soft Bucolic or negligent Idyllium, the rural 
les of the scene — ^but having nothing, save this jaded goose 
wherewith to wing my flight, I must fain resign all poetic 
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di-Tportings of the fanry. and pursue my narrative in humble 
prose ; r^omfuning myself with the hope, that though it may not 
stoal .=0 sweetly upon the imaGrination of my reader, yet it maj 
eoininrrri'l it.self. with virgin modesty, to his better judgmes!. 
clotiiod ill the oha.-te and simple garb of truth. 

Xo -ooner did the lirst rays of cheerful Phoebus dart ir.:c 
the wiiidows of Coniniunipuw. than the little settlement was a".. 
in motion. Foith issued from his castle the saire Van Kortlas'i:. 
and .-eizin;r a conch shell, blew a far resoundinar blast, that s«>>" 
summoned all his lustv followers. Then did thev trudue r»r5<> 
liitelv down to the water side, escorted 1)V a multitude of relativ-^- 
and friends, who all went down, as the common phrase exprt-^-t? 
it. "to see them off." And this shows the antiquity of tk"^ 
long family proces.-ions, often seen in our city, comjwsed of all 
jiges, sizes, and sexes, laden with bundles and bandboxes, escort- 
ing .-onie bevy of country cousins, about to depart for home in a 
niark^t-l>oat. 

Tlie good 01ofr<i bestowed his forces in a squadron of ihr-^ 
f';inr>f -■, and hoisted his flag on boanl a little round Dutch 1-xt:. 
sli.'ip'-'l not unlike a tub, wliifh had formerly been the iijllv-l«««:i: 
r»l' thr- Cioede Vrouw. And now, all being r-mbarkeil, they I'a'i- 
fnnw '11 to the gazing throng uj»on the beacli. M'ho contiriuv'i 
-houting after them, even when out of hearing, wishing them :i 
l:Mp[»y vfA'Mg*'. advi-iing tli^m to take good care of tliemst.-lv»-i. 
not tf) 'j(-t drowned — with an abundance other of tliose sac-r 
and invaluabh- cautions, '"-ncndlv jri^cn bv land-^incn m >uch :i? 
jMi iImwu tf) til'' sea in >hip-. and adxcutun- upon th** il«-«'j» waiirr*. 
Ill !li«- riM-anwhih' the vovaL''''rs cln-j-nlv ur::i-d lln*ir coursi* acm-s 
thi- «r\-ial lio-i»ni of the hav, and soon left Ixdiind them the 
yv(*u -hoH's of ancient Pavonia. 
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And first they touched at two small islands which lie nearly 
opposite Communipaw, and which are said to have been brought 
nto existence about the time of the great irruption of the Hudson, 
¥hen it broke through the Highlands and made its way to the 
)cean.* For in this tremendous uproar of the waters, we are 
x)ld that many huge fragments of rock and land were rent from 
Jie mountains and swept down by this runaway river, for sixty 
)r seventy miles ; where some of them ran aground on the shoals 
ust opposite Communipaw, and formed the identical islands in 
][uestion, while others drifted out to sea, and were never heard of 
nore ! A sufficient proof of the fact is, that the rock which 
brms the bases of these islands is exactly similar to that of the 
EQghlands, and moreover one of our philosophers, who has 
liligendy compared the agreement of their respective surfaces, 
las even gone so far as to assure me, in confidence, that Gibbet 
bland was originally nothing more nor less than a wart on 
Anthony's nose.t 

Leaving these wonderful little isles, they next coasted by 
Governor's Island, since terrible from its frowning fortress and 
Grinning batteries. They would by no means, however, land 

* It is a matter long since established by certain of our philosophers, that 
B to say, having been oflen advanced, and never contradicted, it has grown 
JO be pretty nigh equal to a settled fact, that the Hudson was originally a 
lake dammed up by the mountains of the Highlands. In process of time, 
iiowever, becoming very mighty and obstreperous, and the mountains waxing 
pursy, dropsical, and weak in the back, by reason of their extreme old age, 
it suddenly rose upon them, and after a violent struggle effected its escape. 
This is said to have come to pass in very remote time, probably before that 
rivers had lost the art of running up hill. The foregoing is a theory in which 
[ do not pretend to be skilled, notwithstanding that I do fully give it my belief. 

t A promontory in the Highlands. 
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upon this island, since they doubted much it might be the abode 
of demons and spirits, ^hich in those days did greatly aboond 
tLxougliout this savage and pagan country. 

JuT^t at this time a shoal of jolly porpoises came n>UiDg and 
tiirnliljn;/ by. turning up their sleek sides to the sun, and spoutiiig 
Tijj ill*: briny clement in sparkling showers. No sooner did the 
f^'.'.'^f! OloflTe mark tliis than he was greatly rejoiced. "Thi*.' 
< r.rbnmcd he. "if I mistake not. augurs well — the poipoiseisa 
f •:. "■* i!-' r,;i(]it^oneiI fi-'h — a burgomaster among fishes — Yua looks 
Ii :<::'?! « II-';. ]A'ti;\y. and prosperity — ^I greatly admire thb 
.^ ::;:•! f:'.[ Vi-li. IV A doubt not but this is a happy omen of the 
■f U' ' < ■ ' oi* our iiiiflenauin;^." So saying, he directed his squadroo 
lo .-:• '-r 'ill ilie tni'-k oi' thrso nlderman fishes. 

'j 'i]:ii!i;r. ili<,'i»'ioi'u, directly to the left, they swept up the 
htnut vrii;::a-Iy called the East River. And here the rajnd tide 
\v}ji<'h coui>c.* tlirough this strait, seizing on the gallant tub in 
\v]i\<:\i Commodore Van Kortlandt had embarked, hurried it for- 
ward with a velocity unparalleled in a Dutch boat, navigated by 
\)uU'huit:ti ; insomucli that the good commodore, who had all his 
Jife ion;/ been accustomed only to the drowsy navigation of canak, 
was more tlian ever convinced that they were in the hands of 
ftorne --upernatural jK>wer, and that the jolly porpoises were 
to\vin;r them to some fair haven tliat was to fulfill all their wishes 
and «'X[ieetations. 

Til us iKjm away by the resistless current, they doubled thai 
boi>t*'i-oU"? jHiint of land since called Corlear's Hook,* and leav- 
iw/ to the right tlie rich winding cove of the "Wallabout, they 
drifK'd into a magnificent I'xpanse of water, surrounded bj 

* Properly spelt hoed; (i. e. a point of land.) 
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j^leasant shores, whose verdare was exceedingly refreshing to 
ttie eye. While the voyagers were looking around them, on 
Wltat they conceived to be a serene and sunny lake, they beheld 
at a distance a crew of painted savages, busily employed in 
fishing, who seemed more like the genii of this romantic region-— 
tl^ir slender canoe lightly balanced like a feather on the undula- 
ting surface of the bay. 

At sight of these the hearts of theheroes of Communipaw were 

Hot a little troubled. But, as good fortune would have it, at the 

bow of the commodore's boat was stationed a very valiant man, 

named Hendrick Kip, (which being interpreted, means chicken, a 

name given him in token of his courage.) No sooner did he behold 

these varlet heathens than he trembled with excessive valor, and 

although a good half mile distant, he seized a musketoon that lay 

at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most intrepidly in 

the face of the blessed sun. The blundering weapon recoiled 

and gave the valiant Kip an ignominious kick, which laid him 

prostrate with uplifted heels in the bottom of the boat. But 

such was the effect of this tremendous fire, that the wild men of 

the woods, struck with consternation, seized hastily upon their 

paddles, and shot away into one of the deep inlets of the Long 

Island shore. 

This signal victory gave new spirits to the voyagers, and 
in honor of the achievement they gave the name of the val- 
iant Kip to the surrounding bay, and it has continued to be 
called Kip's Bay from that time to the present. The heart of 
the good Van Kortlandt — who, having no land of his own, was a 
great admirer of other people's— expanded to the full size of a 
pepper-corn at the sumptuous prospect of rich unsettled country 
around him, and falling into a delicious revery, he straightway 

5* 
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began to riot in the possession of vast meadows of salt marsh and 
interminable i>atches of cabl>ages. From this delectable visioo 
he was all at once awakened by the sudden turning of the tide. 
wliich would soon Jiave hurried him from this land of promiie, 
had not the discreet navigator given signal to steer for shore: 
where tliey accordingly landed hard by the rocky lieights oi 
Bellevue — that happy retreat, where our jolly aldermen eat lor 
the good of the city, and fatten the turtle that are sacrificed on 
civic solemnities. 

Here, seated on the green-sward, by the side of a small 
stream that ran sparkling among the grass, they refreshed them- 
selves after the toils of the seas, by feasting lustily on the ample 
stores which they had provided for this perilous voyage- Thu? 
having well fortified their deliberative powers, they fell into an 
earnest consultation, what was farther to be done. This was the 
first council dinner ever eaten at Bellevue by Christian burghers 
and liere, as tradition relates, did originate the great family feud 
between the Ilardenbroecks and the Tenbroecks, which after- 
wards had a singular influence on the building of the city. The 
sturdy Ilardenbroeck, whose eyes had l)een wondrously delighted 
witli tlie salt mai'shes which spread their reeking bosoms along 
the coast, at the bottom of Kip*s liay, counseled by all means to 
return tliither, and found the int(?nded citv. This was strenuouslv 
opposed by the unbending Ten Broeck, and many testy alignments 
passed between them. The particulars of this controversy have 
not reached us, which is ever to be lamented ; this much is cer- 
tain, that the sa<:e Oloffe i^ut an end to the dispute, by determin- 
ing to explore still farther in the route which the mysterioiu 
porj)oises had so clearly pointed out — whereupon the sturdy 
Tough Breeches abandoned tlie expedition, took possession i£ a 



ji 



HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 107 



neighboring hill, and in a fit of great wrath peopled all that tract 
of country, which has continued to be inhabited by the Harden- 
broecks unto this very day. 

By this time the jolly Phoebus, like some wanton urchin 
sporting on the side of a green hill, began to roll down the dedi- 
vity of the heavens ; and now, the tide having once more turned 
in their favor, the Pavonians again committed themselves to 
its discretion, and coasting along the western shores, were borne 
towards the straits of Blackwell's Island. « 

And here the capricious wanderings of the current occasioned 
not a little marvel and perplexity to these illustrious mariners. 
Now would they be caught by the wanton eddies, and, sweeping 
round a jutting point, would wind deep into some romantic little 
cove, that indented the fair island of Manna-hatta; now were 
they hurried narrowly by the very bases of impending rocks^ 
mantled with the flaunting grape-vine, and crowned with groves 
which threw a broad shade on the waves beneath ; and anon they 
were borne away into the mid-channel and wafted along with a 
rapidity that very much discomposed the sage Van Kortlandt,'' *-. 
who, as he saw the land swiftly receding on either side, began 
exceedingly to doubt that terra firma was giving them the slip. 

Wherever the voyagers turned their eyes, a new creation 
seemed to bloom around. No signs of human thrift appeared to 
check the delicious wildness of nature, who here reveled in all 
her luxuriant variety. Those hills, now bristled, like the fretful 
porcupine, with rows of poplars, (vain upstart plants ! minions of 
wealth and fashion !) were then adorned with the vigorous na- 
tives of the soil ; the lordly oak, the generous chestnut, the grace- 
ful elm — while here and there the tulip-tree reared its majestic 
head, the giant of the forest. Where now are seen the gay 
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retreats of luxury — villas half buried in twilight bowers, wbenoe 
the amorous flute oft breathes the sighings of some city swain- 
there the fisli-hawk built his solitary nest, on some dry tree that 
overlooked his watery domain. The timid deer fed undisturbed 
along those shores now hallowed by the lover^s moonlight walk. 
and printed by the slender foot of beauty ; and a savage solitade 
extended over those happy regions, where now are reared ihc 
stately towers of the Joneses, the Schermerhomes, and -the Rhine- 
landers. , 

Thus gliding in silent wonder through these new and unknown 
scenes, the gallant squadron of Pavonia swept by the foot of a pro- 
montory, which strutted forth boldly into the waves, and seemed 
to frown upon them as they brawled against its base. This is 
the bluff well known to modem mariners by the name of Ghracie's 
point, from the fair castle which, like an elephant, it carries upon 
its back. And here broke upon their view a wild and varied 
prospect, where land and water were beauteously intermingled, afl 
thougli they had combined to heighten and set off each other'* 
charms. To their right lay the sedgy point of Blackwell's Island, 
drest in the fresh garniture of living green — beyond it stretched 
the pleasant coast of Sundswick, and the small harbor well known 
by the name of ITallet*s Cove — a place infamous in latter days, 
by reason of its being the haunt of pirates who infest these seas, 
robbing orchards and waterm«»lon pjitches, and insulting gentle- 
men navigators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. To the 
left a def?p bay, or ratli(?r crfek, gracefully receded between 
shores fringed with forests, and forming a kind of vista, through 
wliich were beheld tlie silvan regions of Ilaerlem, Alorrissania, 
and p]ast Chester. Here tlie eye reposed with delight on a 
richly wooded countr}', diversified by tuflc<l knolls, shadowy in- 
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srvals, and waving lines of upland, swelling above each other ; 
'hUe over the whole, the purple mists of spring diffused a hue 
f soft voluptuousness. 

Just before them th^ grand course of the stream, making a 
iidden bend, wound among embowered promontories and shores 
f emerald verdure, that seemed to melt into the wave. A char- 
cter of gentleness and mild fertility prevailed aroun4* The sun 
ad just descended, and the thin haze of twilight, like a transpa- 
ent veil drawn over the bosom of virgin beauty, heightened the 
harms which it half concealed. 

Ah ! witching scenes of foul delusion ! Ah ! hapless voy- 
gers, gazing with simple wonder on these Circean shores ! Such, 
las ! are they, poor easy souls, who listen to the seductions of 
wicked world — ^treacherous are its smiles! fatal its caresses. 
le who yields to its enticements launches upon a whelming tide, 
nd trusts his feeble bark among the dimpling eddies of a whirl- 
ool ! And thus it fared with the worthies of Pavonia, who, little 
listrusting the guileful scene before liiem, drifted quietly on, 
ntil they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and agitation 
f their vessels. For now the late dimpling current began to 
rawl around them, and the waves to boil and foam with horrific 
iiry. Awakened as if from a dream, the astonished Oloffe 
lawled aloud to put about, but his words were lost amid the 
oaring of the waters. And now ensued a scene of direful con- 
temation. At one time they were borne with dreadful velocity 
mong tumultuous breakers ; at another, hurried down boisterous 
apids. Now they were nearly dashed upon the Hen and Chick- 
ns ; (infamous rocks ! — more voracious than Scylla and Jier 
irhelps ;) and anon they seemed sinking into yawning gulfs, that 
hreatened to entomb them beneath the waves. All the elements 
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(•«)inbin<'(l to produce a liideous confusion. The waters raged— 
till' \\iiuls lioNvIrd — and as they were hurried along, several of 
(In- :i^i<)iiish<'d niariiicrs beheld the rocks and trees of the neigh- 
hnriii;'. >hun's driving through the air! • 

A I liii;;th \\\o nu«;:hty tub of Commodore Van Kortlandt was 
di:»wn into \\w vortex of that tremendous whirlpool called tie 
Tni. \\brn' it was wliirled al)OUt in giddy mazes, until the senses 
i.r iIm' ;MM)d eoiiiniaiHh'r and his crew were overpowered by the 
linrror tif ihi' >crn«', and tlie strangeness of the revolution. 

ll»)\v the j^allant squadron of Pavonia was snatched from tie 
|.n>-. i»r ibis iiHMbrn I'liarybdis, has never been truly made known, 
lui II jiKinv Mir\i\tMl to tell the tale, and, what is still more won- 
»l« iinl. i«»lii ii in >o luaiiv ditVerent ways, that there has ever pre- 
\;nl»«l :» "nal \:iriiM\ of opinions on tlie subject. 

A", lo il»i' iM»innuMh»n' and his crew, when they came to their 
Mii.r-. \\n'\ tonnd ihrniselves stranded on the Long Island shore. 
rill- utuiby eoimnoilore, indeetl. used to relate many and wonder- 
ful .i,nit-.or l»i^ aihentnre< in this time of peril ; how that he 
■ i\\\ iMi*irr> il\in.r in the air. and heard the vellinjr of hobgoblinN 
t\i\A ptii hi-, hand init» ilu- pot when they were whirled round, and 
liuiMil I 1m- \>:»!rr MMltlinL' ht^t, and beheld several uncouth looking 
In III »;ii»il on nvk^ and >kiinminir it with huge ladles — ^l>ui par- 
II. Ill It 1\ lir drtl.Mt'd with LTreat exultation, that he saw the losel 
li.Mp.M I- . whirh bad btiraxed tlum into this peril, some broihng 
»«n ill,- liiuliion and oiher-* hi'^^iniX on tlio Frying-pan! 

riir »'. Iui\\t'>er, wen- eon<idere«l by many as mere phanta- 

II . .«i ibi- t'oiniuoilore. w hilo lie lay in a ininoe ; esjKJciallv as 

iu \k A . Liiown lo be i:i\e!i to dn aniin^ : and the truth of them 

Im- «!. \er bern »-li-.»rl\ a^i'iTtaiiu'd. It is Certain, however, 

ili.it t^i ilie aiv\miit> ol i)lotVe and hi> tollowers mav be traced the 
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various traditions handed down of this marvelous strait — b8 how 
the devil has been seen there, sitting astride of the Hog's Back 
and playing on the fiddle — how he broils fish there before a storm ; 
and many other stories, m which we must be cautious of putting 
too much faith. In consequence of all these terrific circumstances, 
the Favonian commander gave this pass the name of Jfelle-gat, or 
as it has been interpreted, Jfell- Gate ;* which it continues to bear 
at the present day. 

* This is a narrow strait in the Sound, at the distance of six miles above 
New- York. It is dangerous to shipping, unless under the care of skillful pilots, 
by reason of numerous rocks, shelves, and whirlpools. These have received 
sundry appellations, such as the Gridiron, Frying-pan, Hog's Back, Pot, Slc., 
and are very violent and turbulent at certain times of tide. Certain mealy- 
mouthed men, of squeamish consciences, who are loth to give the Devil his 
due, have softened the above characteristic name into ^urZ-gate, forsooth ! 
• Let those take care how they venture into the Gate, or they may be hurled 
into the Pot before they are aware of it. The name of this strait, as given 
by our author, is supported by the map in Vander Donck's history, published in 
1656 — ^by Ogiivie's History of America, 1671 — as also by a journal still ex- 
tant, written in the 16th century, and to be found in Hazard's State Papen. 
And an old MS. written in French, speaking of various alterations in names 
about this city, observes, " De Helle-gat trou d'Enfer, ils ont fait HeU-gaie, 
Porte d'Enfer." 



CHAPTER V* 



H.''V THE HiLS:-:* .-F C-.'lOrrJflPA'W RETUSSXD SOXEWHAT 

'w:>ie: rajLN ihiy vtzxt — axd how the sage oloffe 
r?.rjLX-:i> a i»z:zax — axl* thz dreax that he dbeaxed. 



Tii'£ L\r'sJLr<s oz r.ij:: h:id closed upon this £sastniiis daj, and 
a vij'.Tr.:! :ui:h: was i: :o :he shipwrecked PaTonians, whose can 
wrr: L.-..>r55ar.;Iy as^AiIrd w>h the n^rinj of the elements, and the 
I-. vvli:::: -•' 'he hob;J^^^Ii:l5 :hiU uitesied this perfidious strait. But 
wLr'-i :Lt: luomiug ^iawne^L the horrvr* of the preceding evening 
L:i-.i ivissed away, nipils. brv bikers, and whirlpools had disi4>peared, 
iLe >ir^;uu a^aiu ran smooth and dimpling, and having changed 
iis liuc. rolled genily liack. cowards the qoarter where Imj their 
muoh-ff 2Tette<l home. 

The wo-Wgone henx-s of Communij^aw eyed each other with 
rut'ful coimtenaiices ; their sviuailnMi hati In^en totally dispersed bj 
the lute ilisiister. Some were o;k<t upon the western shore, where, 
hea<.led by one Ruletf llop^^er, they took possession of all the 
eoui'iiry lying about the six mile stone : which is held hj the Hop- 
pers Jit this prest-nt writini:. 

The AValdrons were driven by stress of weather to a distant 
coast, will -re. haviii:; with them a ju<^ of genuine HoUands, thej 
were enabled to conciliate the savages, setting up a kind of 
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avem ; whence, it is said, did spring the fair town of Haer- 
em, in which their descendants have ever since continued to be 
'eputable publicans. As to the Suydams, they were thrown 
ipon the Long Island coast, and may still be found in those 
)arts. But the most singular luck attended the great Ten 
Broeck, who, falling overboard, was miraculously preserved from 
inking by the multitude o^ his nether garments. Thus buoyed 
ip, he floated on the waves like a merman, or like an angler's 
lobber, until he landed safel^K^.a rock, where he was found the 
lext morning busily drjdng his many breeches in the sunshine. 

I forbear to treat^of the long consultation of Oloffe with his 
•emaining followers, in which they determined that it would 
lever do to found a city in so diabolical a neighborhood. Suffice 
t in simple brevity to say that they once more committed them- 
elves, with fear and trembling, to the briny element, and steered 
heir course back again through the scenes of their yesterday's 
voyage, determined no longer to roam in search of distant sites, 
)ut to settle themselves down in the marshy regions of Pavonia. 

Scarde, however, had they gained a distant view of Communi- 
)aw when they were encountered by an obstinate eddy which 
jpposed their homeward voyage. Weary and dispirited as they 
v^ere, they yet tugged a feeble oar against the stream ; until, as 
f to settle the strife, half a score of potent billows rolled the tub 
)f Commodore Van Kortlandt high and dry on the long point of 
m island which divided the bosom of the bay. 

Some pretend that these billows were sent by old Neptune to 
itrand the expedition on a spot whereon was to be founded his 
Jtrong-hold in this western world : others more pious, attribute 
ivery thing to the guardianship of the good St. Nicholas; and 
iftcr events will be found to corroborate this opinion. Oloffe 
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Van Kortlandt was a devout trencherman. Every repast wu 
a kind of religious rite with him ; and his first thought on 
finding liim once more on dry ground, was how he should 
contrive to celebrate his wonderful escape from Hell-gate and all 
its liorrors by a solemn banquet. The stores which had been 
j)rovided for the voyage by the good housewives of Communi- 
paw were nearly exhausted, but, in casting his eyes about the 
commodore beheld that the shore abounded with ovsters. A 
great store of these was instantly collected ; a fire was made at 
the foot of a tree ; all hands fell to roasting and broihog and 
stewing and frying, and a sumptuous repast was soon set fonh. 
This is thought to be the origin of those civic feasts with whicL 
to the present day, all our public affairs are celebrated, and in 
which the oyster is ever sure to play an important part. 

On the present occasion the worthy Van Kortlandt was 
ol)served to be particularly zealous in his devotions to the 
trencher ; for having the cares of the expedition especiallv 
committed to his care, he deemed it incumbent on liim to eat 
profoundly for the public good. In proportion as he filled himself 
to tlie very brim with the dainty viands before him, did the 
heart of this excellent burgher rise up towards his throat, until 
he seemed crammed and almost choked \nth good eating and 
good nature. And at such times it is, when a man's heart is in his 
throat, that he may more truly be said to speak from it, and his 
speeches abound with kindness and good fellowship. Thus 
having swallowed the last possible morsel, and washed it down 
with a fervent potation, Oloffe felt his heart yearning, and his 
whole frame in a manner dilating with unlwunded benevolence. 
Everything around him seemed excellent and delightful ; and 
laying his hands on each side of his capacious periphery, and 
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oiling his half closed eyes around on the beautiful diversity of 
and and water before him, he exclaimed, in a fat half smothered 
^oice, "What a charming prospect!" The words died away in 
lis throat — ^he seemed to ponder on the fair scene for a moment 
—his eyelids heavily closed over their orbs — ^his head drooped 
ipon his bosom — ^he slowly sank upon the green turf, and a deep 
leep stole gradually over him. 

And the sage Oloffe dreamed a dream — and lo, the good St. 
S^icholas came riding over the tops of the trees, in that self- 
lame wagon wherein he brings his yearly presents to children, 
md he descended hard by where the heroes of Communipaw 
lad made their late repast. And he lit his pipe by the fire, 
md sat himself down and smoked; and as he smoked the 
imoke from his pipe ascended into the air and spread like a 
doud overhead. And Oloffe bethought him, and he hastened 
ind climbed tip to the top of one of the tallest trees, and saw 
hat the smoke spread over a great extent of country — and as he 
considered it more attentively, he fancied that the great volume 
>f smoke assumed a variety of marvelous forms, where in dim 
)bscurity he saw shadowed out palaces and domes and lofty 
ipires, all of which lasted but a moment, and then faded away, 
mtil the whole rolled off, and nothing but the green woods were 
eft. And when St Nicholas had smoked his pipe, he twisted it 
n his hat-band, and laying his finger beside his nose, gave the 
istonished Van Kortlandt a very significant look, then mounting 
lis wagon, he returned over the tree-tops and disappeared. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke from his sleep greatly instructed, 
md he aroused his companions, and related to them his dream, 
md interpreted it, that it was the will of St. Nicholas that they 
hould settle down and build the city here. And that the smoke 
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of the pipe was a type how vast would be the extent of dn 
city ; inasmuch as the volumes of its smoke would spread over t 
wide extent of country. And they all with one voice assented 
to this interpretation excepting Mynheer Ten Broeck, who 
declared the meaning to be that it would be a city wherein • 
little fire would occasion a great smoke, or in other words, a veiy 
vaporing little city — ^both which interpretations have strangely 
come to pass ! 

Tlie great object of their perilous expedition, therefore, being 
thus happily accomplished, the voyagers returned merrily to 
Communipaw, where they were received with great rejoidngs. 
And here calling a general meeting of all the wise men and the 
dignitaries of Pavonia, they related the whole history of their 
voyage, and of the dream of Oloffe Van Kortlandt. And the 
peo])le lifled up their voices and blessed the good St. Nidioias, 
and from tliat time forth the sage Van Kortlandt was held m 
more honor than ever, for his great talent at dreaming, and was 
pronounced a most useful citizen and a right good 
lie was asleep. 



::J| 



CHAPTER VI. 

CONTAINING AN ATTEMPT AT ETYMOLOGY — ^AND OP THE POUND- 
ING OP THE GREAT CITY OP NEW-AMSTERDAM. 

The original name of the island whereon the squadron of Com- 
mmiipaw was thus propitiously thrown, is a matter of some 
dispute, and has already undergone considerable vitiation — a 
melancholy proof of the instability of all sublunary things, and 
the yanity of all our hopes of lasting fame ; for who can expect 
his name will live to posterity, when even the names of mighty 
islands are thus soon lost in contradiction and uncertainty ! 

«The name most current at the present day, and which is like- 
wise countenanced by the great historian Vander Donck, is 
Manhattan; which is said to havo originated in a custom 
among the squaws, in the early settlement, of wearing men's 
hats, as is still done among many tribes. ^^ Hence," as we are 
told by an old governor who was somewhat of a wag, and 
flourished almost a century since, and had paid a visit to the wits 
of Philadelphia, <' hence arose the appellation of man-hat-on, 
first given to the Indians, and afterwards to the island " — ^a stupid 
joke 1 — ^but well enough for a governor. 

Among the more venerable sources of information on this sub- 
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ject, is that valuable history of the American possessions, written 
by Master Richard Blome, in 1687, wherein it is called Manha- 
daes and Manahanent ; nor must I forget the excellent little book, 
full of precious matter, of that authentic historian, John Joss^m 
Grant., who expressly calls it Manadaes. 

Another etymology still more ancient, and sanctioned by the 
countenance of our ever to be lamented Dutch ancestors, is that 
found in certain letters still exant ;* which passed between the 
early governors and their neighboring powers, wherein it is caDed 
indifferently Monhattoes — ^Munhatos, and Manhattoes, which are 
evidently unimportant variations of the same name ; for our wise 
forefathers set little store by those niceties either in orthography 
or orthoepy, which form the sole study and ambition of manv 
learned men and women of this hypercritical age. This last 
name is said to be derived from the great Indian spirit Itfanetho ; 
who was supposed to make this island his favorite abode, on ac- 
^* count of its uncommon delights. For the Indian traditions affirm 
that the bay was once a translucid lake, filled with silver and 
golden fish, in the midst of which lay this beautiful island, covered 
with every variety of fruits and fiowers ; but that the sudden* ir- 
ruption of the Hudson laid waste these blissful scenes, and Mane- 
tho took his flight beyond the great waters of Ontario. 

These, however, are very fabulous legends, to which very 
cautious credence must be given ; and though I am willing to ad- 
mit the last quoted orthography of the name as very fit for prose, 
yet is there another wliich I peculiarly delight in, as at once poeti- 
cal, melodious, and significant — and which we have on the autho- 
rity of Master Juet ; who, in his account of the voyage of the 
great Hudson, calls this Manna-hata — that is to say, the island 

» Vide Hazard's Col. Stat. Pap. 
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)f manna — or, in other words, a land flowing with milk and 
loney. 

Still my deference to the learned obliges me to notice the 
>pimon of the worthy Dominie Heckwelder, which ascribes the 
lame to a great drunken bout held on the island by the Dutch 
liscoverers, whereat they made certain of the natives most extati- 
»ally drunk for the first time in their lives ; who, being delighted 
^th their jovial entertainment gave the place the name of Man- 
lahattanink ; that is to say, The Island of Jolly Topers : a name 
97hich it continues to merit to the present day.* 

* MSS. of the Rev. John Heckwelder, in the archives of the New- York 
Elistorical Society. 




CHAPTER Vn. 

H^'^v T:ir. TT*'*TLY. OT PAV-'NIA MIGRATED FROM COMSTTJOPAW 
T» T::':: INLAND '.'F MaNNA-HATA AND HOTT OLOFFE TH£ 

iir.'::A>:t i: rr.ovr.n himsklf a great laxd speculator. 

It }.;;\ ::. j ': v r. soioiViT/.v resolved that the seat of empire shouIJ 
1-- :•' :;. vr .1 ::\.:ii ::.- j:rrt!i >hori-5 of Pavonia to the pleasan: 
i>';i:; 1 i :' M..:.:.;i-:;a:;i, ivi-rv K'lJv wa5 anxious to embark unJc: 
till. -::i:.l;\rl *-i 0\'-Xv \\u- Dreamer, anrl to be among the fir-t 
>hp.vi :- .-:' \].r jii'i.-uiis'.-.l laiul. A Jay was appointed fur the 
ijrav.'l niijnitU'ii. an«l on that day link' Communipaw was in a 
bu.'.- and a bu-tle lik.- a liive in swanninir time. Houses were 
tav.n d in-i«le unt and stripped i»l' the venerable furniture which 
had nniu* I'roni Il.dlanil; all the ecnnmunitv, "rreat and small 
Mai'k anil wliito. man. wiiinan, and ehiM, was in commotion, form- 
in-j linr- tnmi thv hi»n'«r> to tin* water sidv. like linos of ants from 
an ani-hill : «verv biMlv laihn with some article of househoM 
furnitniv ; wliili* lm-:y hnus»*wiv«.'S plied backwards and forwards 
ali»nL' ihf lin«*s, hclpinir every thinj: f«>rward by the nimbleness of 
their tun^riie-J. 

liy dt*j«n-«M's a tle«.'t f>f boats and canoes were piled up with 
all kinds of household articles : |)ondcrous tables ; chests ol 
drawir-* r«'Splendcnt with bra-s oniamints ; quaint comer cup- 
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boards ; beds smd bedsteads ; with any quantity of pots, kettles, 
frying-pans, and Dutch ovens. In each boat embarked a whole 
family, from the robustious burgher down to the cats and dogs 
and little negroes. In this way they set off across the mouUi 
of the Hudson, under the guidance of Oloife the Dreamer, who 
hoisted his standard on the leading boat 

This memorable migration took place on the first of May, 
and was long cited in tradition as the grand moving. The an- 
niversary of it was piously observed among the " sons of the pil- 
grims of Communipaw," by turning their houses topsy-turvy and 
carrying aU the furniture through the streets, in emblem of the 
swarming of the parent hive ; and this is the real origin of the 
universal agitation and " moving '* by which this most restless of 
cities is literally turned out of doors on every May day. 

As the little squadron from Communipaw drew near to the 
shores of Manna-hata, a sachem, at the head of a band of warri- 
ors, appeared to oppose their landing. Some of the most zealous 
of the pilgrims were for chastising this insolence with powder and 
ball, according to the approved mode of discoverers ; but the sage 
Oloffe gave them the significant sign of St. Nicholas, laying his 
finger beside his nose and winking hard with one eye ; where- 
upon his followers perceived that there was something sagacious 
in the wind. He now addressed the Indians in the blandest 
terms ; and made such tempting display of beads, hawks'-bells, 
and red blankets, that he was soon permitted to land, and a great 
land speculation ensued. And here let^e give the true story of 
the original purchase of the site of this renowned city, about which 
80 much has been said and written. Some aflirm that the first 
cost was but sixty guilders. The learned Dominie Heck- 
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w;l'i':r r-v;6ri^ a tra«i;::ot:* th:«t the Diuch diacoreners bargaiiKd 
for o;*lv v^ r/.jjch lixr*-! a.* iLe Lide of a bollock woaU cover; be: 
i[.;x\ *:.'•;/ ru: th^; l.id»; in iirips no thicker than a child's finger. 
i.o it:-, to takf: in a ktrge portioa of land, and to take in the 
liA'iiyu: ill to th': }>ar;ram. This, however, is an old fable which 
\ h': V, or-t }i V I >orfiirii<: may have borrowed from antiqnirv. The true 
\(.T'.\f>u i-. that Ololfo Van Kortlandt bargained for just so maeh 
\:tu'\ ii: a rnari could cover with his nether garments. The tenns 
]}*:']{ i'/^ concluded, he produced his friend Mvnheer Tenbroeck« 
a-. \.\if; man whoHc breeches were to be used in measurement 
Th<t rirnple .rava;res, whose ideas of a man's nether garments had 
jH-.v* r rrxf^anded l^r-yond the dimensions of a breech clout, stared 
witii .'I'.toni'hment and dismay as they beheld this bulboas-bot- 
t/;rn< d )iiir;.d)er pef:led like an onion, and breeches after breecheB 
f.pn-.'ul forth over the land until they covered the actual site of 
Ihi : v^'fM nilile city. 

Th'n JM the true lii«tory of the adroit bargain by which the 
i:: hi rid of Manhattan was l>ought for sixty guilders ; and in cor^ 
rohor.'Liirjri of it 1 will add, that Mynheer Ten Breeches, for his 
f.it\ii,:\ on ihin memorable occasion, was elevated to the office 
of iund mciLHurer; which he ever aflerwards exercised in the 

rohiiiy. 

• MI'.H. ill thr itcv. John lleckwelder ; New- York Historical Society. 



CHAPTEE VnL 

OF THE FOUNDING AND NAMING OF THE NEW CITY; OF THE 
CITY ARMS; AND OF THE DIREFUL FEUD BETWEEN TEN 
BREECHES AND TOUGH BREECHES. 

Thb land being thus fairly purchased of the Indians, a circum- 
stance very unusual in the history of colonization, and strongly 
illustrative of the honesty of our Dutch progenitors, a stockade 
fort and trading house were forthwith erected on an eminence in 
fix)nt of the place where the good St. Nicholas had appeared in 
a vision to Oloffe the Dreamer ; and which, as has already been 
observed, was the identical place at present known as the Bowlmg 
Green. 

Arpund this fort a progeny of little Dutch-built houses, with 
tiled roofs and weathercocks, soon sprang up, nestling themselves 
under its walls for protection, as a brood of half-fledged chickens 
nestle under the wings of the mother hen. The whole was sur- 
rounded by an inclosure of strong palisadoes, to guard against any 
sudden irruption of the savages. Outside of these extended the 
corn-fields and cabbage-gardens of the community j with here and 
there an attempt at a tobacco plantation ; all covering those tracts 
of country at present called Broadway Wall-street, William-street 
and Pearl-street. 
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I must not omit to mention that in portioning out the land, a 
goodly " bowerie " or farm was allotted to the sage Oloffe in 
consideration of the service he had rendered to the public by 
his tiilent at dreaming ; and the site of his " bowerie " is known 
by the name of Kortlandt (or Courtlandt) street to the present 
day. 

And now the infant settlement having advanced in age and 
stature, it was thought high time it should receive an honest Giris- 
tian name. Hitherto it had gone by the original Indian name 
Manna-hata, or as some will have it, " The Manhattoes ;" but this 
was now decried as savage and heathenish, and as tending to 
keep up the memory of the pagan brood that originally pos- 
sessed it. Many were the consultations held upon the subject, 
without coming to a conclusion, for though every body condemned 
the old name, nobody could invent a new one. At length, when 
the council was almost in despair, a burgher, remarkable for the 
size and squareness of his head, proposed that they shonld call 
it New- Amsterdam. The proposition took every body by sa^ 
prise ; it was so striking, so apposite, so ingenious. The name 
was adopted by acclamation, and New- Amsterdam the metropolis 
was thenceforth called. Still, however, the early authors of the 
I)rovin('e cf>ntinued to call it by the general appellation of **Thc 
M:inliatto(iS," and the poet^ fondly clung to the euphonious name 
of !Manna-hata ; but those are a kind of folk whose tastes and no- 
tions sliould go for nothing in matters of this kind. 

Having thus i)rovided the embryo city with a name, the next 
was to give it an armorial bearing or device, as some cities have 
a rampant lion, others a soaring eagle ; emblematical, no donbtj 
of the valiant and high-flying qualities of the inhabitants: so after 
mature deliberation a slock beaver was emblazoned on the citj 
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standard as indicative of the amphibious origin, and padent, per- 
ieyeiing habits of the New-Amsterdammers. ^^"""^ 

The thriving state of the settlement and the n^id increase of 
lonses soon made it necessary to arrange some phm upon which 
the dtj should be built ; but at the very first consultation held on 
he subject, a violent discussion arose ; and I mention it with much 
K>rrowing as being the first altercation on record in the councils 
if New-Amsterdam. It was, in fact, a breaking forth of the 
pmdge and heart-burning that had existed between those two 
eminent burghers, Mynheers Tenbroeck and Hardenbroeck, ever 
dnoe their unhappy dispute on the coast of Bellevue. The 
rre&t Hardenbroeck had waxed very wealthy and powerfol, from 
lis domains, which embraced the whole chain of Apulean mounr 
ains that stretched along the gulf of Kip's Bay, and from part 
)£ which his descendants have been expelled in latter ages by the 
K>werful clans of the Joneses and the Schermerhoms. 

An ingenious plan for the city was offered by Mynheer Harden- 
)roeck, who proposed that it should be cut up and intersected by 
ianals, after the manner of the most admired cities in Holland. 
Vo this Mynheer Tenbroeck was diametrically opposed, suggest- 
ng in place thereof, that they should run out docks and wharves, 
>j means of piles driven into the bottom of the river, on which 
he town should be built. ^^ By these means," said he, triumph- 
intly, " shall we rescue a considerable space of territory fix)m 
hese immense rivers, and build a city that shall rival Amster- 
lam, Venice, or any amphibious city in Europe." To this propo- 
ition, Hardenbroeck (or Tough Breeches) replied, with a look 
•f as much scorn as he could possibly assume. He cast the ut- 
dost censure upon the plan of his antagonist, as being preposte- 
oaSy and against the very order of things, as he would leave to 
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every true Hollander. " For what," said he, " is a town without 
canals ? — ^it is like a body without veins and arteries, and mmC 
perish for want of a free circulation of the vital fluid." — ^Ten 
Breeches, on the contrary, retorted with a sarcasm upon his antago- 
nist, who was somewhat of an arid, dry-boned habit ; he remarfced, 
that SiS to the circulation of the blood being necessary to existence, 
Mynheer Tough Breeches was a living contradiction to his own 
assertion ; for every body knew there had not a drop of blood 
circulated through his wind-dried carcase for good ten years, 
Olid yet there was not a greater busy-body in the whole colony. 
Personalities have seldom much effect in making converts in argu- 
ment — nor have I ever seen a man convinced of error by being 
convicted of deformity. At least such was not the case at pre- 
sent. If Ten Breeches was very happy in sarcasm^ Tongli 
Breeches, who was a sturdy little man, and never gave up thp. 
last word, rejoined with increasing spirit — ^Ten Breeches had the 
advantage of the greatest volubility, but Tough Breeches had 
that invaluable coat of mail in argument called obstinacy — Ten 
Breeches had, therefore, the most mettle, but Tough Breeches 
the best bottom — so that though Ten Breeches made a dreadfcl 
clattering about his ears, and battered and belabored him with 
hard words and sound arguments, yet Tough Breeches hung on 
most resolutely to the last They parted, therefore, as is usual in 
all arguments where both parties are in the right, without coming 
to any conclusion — but they hated each other most heartily for 
ever after, and a similar breach with that between the houses of 
Capulet and Montague, did ensue between the families of Ten 
Breeches and Tough Breeches. 

I would not fatigue my reader with these dull matters of fad, 
but that my duty as a faithful liistorian, requires that I should be 
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particular — ^and in truth, as I am now treating of the critical period, 
when our city, like a young twig, first received the twists and 
turns which have since contributed to give it its present picturesque 
irregularity, I cannot be too minute in detailing their fij*st causes. 

Ailer the unhappy altercation! Jiaye just mentioned, I do not 
find that aoy tjiing farther was said oq the subject worthy of being 
f^GOtdsod. The council, consisting of the largest and oldest heads 
in the community, met regularly onoe a week, to ponder on this 
momentous subject ; but, either they were deterred by the war of 
words they had witnessed, or they were naturally averse to ih^ 
exercise of the tongue, and the consequent exercise of the brains 
— certain it is, the most profound silence was maintained — ^the 
question as usual lay on the table — the members quietly smoked 
their pipes, making but few laws, without ever enforcing any, and 
in the meantime the affairs of the settlement went on — as it 
pleased God. 

As most of the council were but little skilled in the mystery 
of combining pot-hooks and hangers, they determined most judi- 
ciously not to puzzle either themselves or posterity with volumi- 
nous records. The secretary, however, kept the minutes of the 
council with tolerable precision, in a large veUum folio, fastened 
with massy brass clasps ; the journal of each meeting consisted 
but of two lines, stating in Dutch, that " the council sat this day, 
and smoked twelve pipes, on the affairs of the colony." — By which 
it appears that the first settlers did not regulate their time by 
hours, but pipes, in the same manner as they measure distances 
in Holland at this very time ; an admirably exact measurement, 
as a pipe in the mouth of a true-bom Dutchman is never liable to 
those' accidents and irregularities that are continually putting our 
clocks out of order. 
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In this manner did the profound council of New- Amsterdam 
smoke, and doze, and ponder, from week to week, month to month, 
and year lo year, in what manner they should construct their in- 
fant settlement — meanwhile, the town took care of itself, and like 
a sturdy brat which is suffered to run about wild, unshackled by 
clouts and bandages, and other abominations by which your nota- 
ble nurses and sage old women cripple and disfigure the children 
of men, increased so rapidly in strength and magnitude, that be- 
fore the honest burgomasters had determined upon a plan, it was 
too late to put it in execution — whereupon they wisely abandoned 
the subject altogether. 



CHAPTER IX, 

HOW THE CITY OF NEW-AMSTERDAM WAXED OBEAT UNDEB 
THE PEOTECTION OP ST. NICHOLAS AND THE ABSENCE OP 
LAWS AND STATUTES. HOW OLOFFE THE DBEAMEB BEGAN 
TO DBEAM OP AN EXTENSION OP EMPIBE, AND OP THE 
EFFECT OF HIS DREAMS. 

There is something exceedingly delusive in thus looking back, 

through the long vista of departed years, and catching a glimpse 

of the faiiy realms of antiquity. Like a landscape melting 

into distance, they receive a thousand charms from their very 

obscurity, and the fancy delights to fill up their outlines with 

graces and excellences of its own creation. Thus loom on my 

imagination those happier days of our city, when as yet New- 
t- 
Amsterdam was a mere pastoral town, shrouded in groves of 

sycamores and willows, and surrounded by trackless forests and 

wide-spreading waters, that seemed to shut out all the cares and 

vanities of a wicked world. 

In those days did this embryo city present the rare and noble 

spectacle of a community governed without laws ; and thus being 

left to its own course, and the fostering care of Providence, 

increased as rapidly as though it had been burthened with a 

dozen panniers full of those sage laws usually heaped on the 

backs of young cities — ^in order to make thelh grow. And in this 

6* 
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par.:: jLl:vr I rrer-ilj aimir^ the wisdom and sound knowledge of 
hi-.^r. r.:-.:jr-r. li^rLiT.;.! It :be saje Oloffe the Dreamer and his 
:\11: v.- l-rri^Ifitjr?. f":r znj pan, I Lave not so bad an opinion of 
LiL.rJi::.! a> h.^t-v o:' niy broiLer pLilosophers. I do not think 
j^.'.r :.u:iL.\r. r.:-a:urL >.-» sorry a piece of workmanship as they 
w ; ul i :r...kv i: c -: :•:• l-j : and as iar as I have observed, I am 
riS.y ?:.::>dvi :L;i: niiii. i:' len lo himself, would about as readily 
cro rijl:: iii \vT*:r. j. I: is or.ly this eternally sounding in his ears 
::.:r. i: i? Li? luiy : :- ^o rl jh:, wliich makes him go the ver}' reverse. 
Thv r.ille ir.'Ivp-eiilvi-ce of Lis nature revolts at this intolerable 
lyi-ai.r.y .: f law. and :h*: pc-rperaal interference of officious mo- 
ra'.::;.-. wLi.h are over l»?5e::ing Us path with finger-posts and 
dir-jc::. :.5 :o "keep ;o the right, as the law directs;" and like a 
fpir::e'.l uroLin. he tiini? directly contrary, and gallops through 
mill a:. 1 mire, over hedges and ditches, merely to show that he 
is a lal of spiri:, ai;d on: of liis leading-saings. And these opin- 
ions are amplv subsiamiated bv what I have above said of our 
v.onl.y ajioestors ; who never being be-preached and be-lecture'L 
a::-l giii-ifd and govcnie-l by statutes and laws and by-laws, as 
are li.eir more enlijrliit-nvd descendants, did one and all demean 
tli'-m-olvts lionesily and peaceably, out of pure ignorance, or in 
otluT wr.rils — because tiiev knew no better. 

X^-r must I omit to record one of the earliest measures of this 
infant si.-ttl»-ment. inasmucli as it shows the piety of our fore- 
fathers, and that, like good Christians, they were always ready to 
serve G<»rl. at'ier tliey had first served themselves. Thus, having 
quietly settled themselves down, and provided for their owi^ com- 
fort, they bethouglit theniselvt-s of testifying their gratitude to the 
great and gi»d St. Nichola^. for liis protecting care, in guiding 
them to this delectable abo<le. To this end they built a fair and 
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goodly chapel within the fort, which they consecrated to his 
name; whereupon he immediately took the town of New- Am- 
sterdam under his peculiar patronage, and he has ever since 
been, and I devoutly hope will ever be, the tutelar saint of this 
excellent city. 

At this early period was instituted that pious ceremony, still 
religiously observed in all our ancient families of the right breed, 
of hanging up a stocking in the chimney on St Nicholas eve ; 
which stocking is always found in the morning miraculously 
filled ; for the good St. Nicholas has ever been a great giver of 
gifts, particularly to children. 

I am moreover told that there is a little legendary book, 
somewhere extant, written in Low Dutch, which says, that the 
image of this renowned saint, which whilom graced the bowsprit 
of the Groede Vrouw, was elevated in front of this chapel, in the 
centre of what, in modem days, is called the Bowling Green— on 
the very spot, in fact, where he appeared in vision to Oloffe the 
Dreamer. And the legend further treats of divers miracles 
wrought by the mighty pipe, which the saint held in his mouth ; 
a whiff of which was a sovereign cure for an indigestion— 
an invaluable relic in this colony of brave trenchermen. As, 
however, in spite of the most diligent search, I cannot lay my 
hands upon this little book, I must confess that I entertain con- 
siderable doubt on the subject. 

Thus benignly fostered by the good St Nicholas, the infant 
city thrived apace. Hordes of painted savages, it is true, stiU 
lurked about the unsettled parts of the island. The hunter still 
pitched his bower of skins and bark beside the rills that ran 
through the cool and shady glens, while here and there might be 
seen on some sunny knoll, a group of Indian wigwams, whose 
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smoke arose aix^ve the neighboring trees, and floated in the 
transparent atmos[iLere. A mutual good-wilL however, existed 
between these wanderinjr beinsrs and the burehers of New-Am- 
sterdam. Our benevolent forefathers endeavored as much as 
possible to ameliorate their -situation, by giving them ^, nun? 
and gla,ss beads, in exchange for their peltries ; for it seems the 
kind-hearted Dutchmen had conceived a great friendship for their 
savage neighlx>rs, on account of their being pleasant men to trade 
with, and little skilled in the art of making a bargain. 

Xow and then a crew of these half human sons of the forest 
would make their appearance in the streets of New- Amsterdam. 
fantastically painted and decorated with beads and flaunting 
feathers, sauntering about with an air of listless indiflerence — 
gometimes in the market-place, instructing the little Dutch boys 
in the use of the bow and arrow — ^at other times, inflamed with 
li([uor, swaggering and whooping and yelling about the town like 
so many fiends, to the great dismay of all the good wives, who 
would hurry their children into the house, fasten the doors, and 
throw water upon the enemy from the garret windows. It is 
worlliy of mention here, that our forefathers were very particnlar 
in holding up these wild men as excellent domestic examples — 
and for reasons that may be gathered from the history of master 
Ogilby, who tells us, that " for the least offence the bridegroom 
houndly b(;ats his wife and turns her out of doors, and marries 
unothrjr, insomuch that some of them have every year a new 
wife." Whether this awful example had any influence or not, 
history does not mention ; but it is certain that our grandmothers 
were miracles of fidelity and obedience. 

True it is, that the good imderstanding between our ancestors 
and their savage neighbors was liable to occasional intermptioiiSy 
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md I have heard my grandmother, who was a very wise old 
voman, and well versed in the history of these parts, tell a long 
itory of a winter's evening, about a battle between the New-Am- 
tterdammers and the Indians, which was known by the name of 
he Peach WaVy and which took place near a peach orchard, in a 
lark glen, which for a long while went by the name of Murder- 
jr^s Valley. 

The legend of this sylvan war was long current among the 
Lurses, old wives, and other ancient chroniclers of the place ; but 
ime and improvement have almost obliterated both the tradition 
jid the scene of battle ; for what was once the blood-stained val- 
ey is now in the centre of this populous city, and known by the 
lame of Dey-street 

I know not whether it was to this " Peach war," and the 
icquisitions of Indian land which may have grown out of it, that 
ve may ascribe the first seeds of the spirit of " annexation " 
^hich now began to manifest themselves. Hitherto the ambition 
►f the worthy burghers had been confined to the lovely island of 
iiannarhata ; and Spiten Devil on the Hudson, and Hell-gate on 
he Sound, were to them the pillars of Hercules, the nephis vJtra 
)i human enterprise. Shortly after the Peach war, however, a 
'estless spirit was observed among the New-Amsterdammers, 
vho began to cast wistful looks upon the wild lands of their 
[ndian neighbors ; for somehow or other wild Indian land always 
ooks greener in the eyes of settlers than the land they occupy. 
[t is hinted that Oloffe the Dreamer encouraged these notions ; 
laving, as has been shown, the inherent spirit of a land specula- 
»r, which had been wonderfully quickened and expandid since 
lie had become a land holder. Many of the common people, 
(rho had never before owned a foot of land, now began to be 
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discontented witli the town lots which had fallen to their shflRS; 
others who had snug farms and tobacco plantations, found tbey 
had not sufficient elbow-room, and began to question i^e rights of 
the Indians to the vast regions they pretended to hold, — ^while 
the good Oloffe indulged in magnificent dreams of foreign coo- 
quest and great patroonships in the wilderness. 

The result of these dreams were certain exploring expeditiona 
sent forth in various directions to " sow the seeds of empire," as 
it was said. The earliest of these were conducted by Hans 
Reinier Oothout, an old navigator famous for the sharpness of 
his vision, who could see land when it was quite out of sight to 
ordinary mortals, and who had a spy-glass covered with a Wi 
of tarpauling, with which he could spy up the crookedest river, 
quite to its head waters. He was accompanied by Mynheer 
Ten Breeches, as land measurer, in case of any dispute with the 
Indians. 

What was the consequence of these exploring expeditions? 
In a little while we find a frontier post or trading-house called 
Fort Nassau, established far to the south on Delaware River; 
another called Fort Gk)ed Hoep (or Good Hope), on the Varsche 
or Fresh, or Connecticut River ; and another called Fort Aurania 
(now Albany) away up the Hudson River ; while the boundaries 
of the province kept extending on every side, nobody knew 
whither, far into the regions of Terra Incognita. 

Of the boundary feuds and troubles which the ambitious litde 
province brought upon itself by these indefinite expansions of 
its territory, we shall treat at large in the after pages of this 
eventiul history ; sufficient for the present is it to say that the 
swelling importance of the New-Netherhmds awakened the atten- 
tion of the mother country, who finding it likely to yield much 
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ev6nne and no trouble, began to take that interest in its welfare 
rhich knowing people evince for rich relations. 

But as this opens a new era in the fortunes of New-Amster- 
lain, I will here put an end to this second book of mj history, 
md will treat of the maternal policy of the mother country in 
ay next. 



BOOK III. 

WHICH IS RECORDED THE GOLDEN REIGN OF WOUTER 

VAN TWILLER. 

CHAPTER L 

THE RENOWNED WOUTER VAN TWILLER, HIS UNPARAL- 
LELED VIRTUES — ^AS LIKEWISE HIS UNUTTERABLE WISDOM 
IN THE LAW CASE OP WANDLB SOOONHOVEN AND BARENT 
BLEEOKER — ^AND THE OREAT ADMIRATION OF THE PUBLIC 

THEREAT. 

iiEYOUs and very much to be commiserated is the task of the 
iling historian, who writes the history of his native land. If 
fall to his lot to be the recorder of calamity or crime, the 
►xirnful page is watered with his tears — ^nor can he recall the 
^t prosperous and blissful era, without a melancholy sigh at 
' reflection, that it has passed away for ever ! I know not 
ether it be owing to an immoderate love for the simplicity of 
^er times, or to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all 
^^ixnental historians ; but I candidly confess that I cannot look 
'k on the happier days of our city, which I now describe, 
^out great dejection of spirits. With faltering hand do I 
tdraw the curtain of oblivion, that veils the modest merit of 
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our venerable ancestors, and as their figures rise to my mental 
vi.-iuiij humble myself before their mighty shades. 

Such are my feelings when I revisit the family mansion of 
iIk- Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in the cbainb-rr 
wlurt: liang the portraits of my forefathers, shrouded in dust, like 
lliC tnnn^ they represent. "With pious reverence do I gazo on 
the euiintciiane*? ai' those renowned burghers, wlio have preccJ'jd 
me in th«- .-tc-ady march of existence — whose sober and temperate 
l)lt)»»il now niuaiiders through my veins, flo^Wng slower and slower 
in its feeble conduits, until its current shall soon be stopped fur 
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These. I say to myself, are but frail memorials of the mighty 
men who ilourished in the days of the patriarchs ; but who. ala?* 
liav*' lung since mouldered in that tomb, towards which my step? 
an* insensibly and irresistibly hastening ! As I pace the dark- 
ein il chambi;: and lose myself in melancholy musings, the shall- 
ow v iniaircs around me almost seem to steal once more into exi?!- 
ence — tln.ir c«»untenanees to a.ssume the animation of life — tb'.ir 
(.•\<'< to pursue me in every movement ! Carried away by the 
delusions of faney, I almost imagine myself surrounded by the 
?lia«Ii> (jf the departed, and holding sweet converse with the 
wf»nliics of antirpiityl Ah, hapless Diedrich! bom in a degen- 
erate (\''<'. abandoned to the buftL-tinirs of fortune — a stranirer an'l 
a weary pil;jrim in thy native land — blest with no weeping wife, 
nor family of helpless children ; but doomed to wander neglected 
tliron;/]i those crowded streets, and elbowed by foreign upstart- 
from those fair abodes where once thine ancestors held sovereign 
emjiire I 

Let me not, however. h»se the historian in the man, nor suffer 
the doting recollections of age to overcome me, while dwelling 
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1)}. fond garrulity on the virtuous days of the patriarch»-*-(m 
ose sweet days of simplicity and ease, which never more will 
kwn on the lovely island of Manna-hata. 

These melancholy reflections have been forced firom me by 
e growing wealth and importance of New- Amsterdam, which, 
plainly perceive, are to involve it in all kinds of perils and 
sasters. Already, as I observed at the close of my last book, 
tey had awakened the attention of the mother country. The 
itial mark of protection shown by mother countries to wealthy 
>lonies was forthwith manifested ; a governor being sent out to 
lie over the province and squeeze out of it as much revenue as 
:)ssible. The arrival of a governor of course put an end to the 
rotectorate of Oloflfe the Dreamer. He appears, however, to 
ave dreamt to some purpose during his sway, as we find him 
fterwards living as a patroon on a great landed estate on the 
anks of the Hudson ; having virtually forfeited all right to his 
Qcient appellation of Kortlandt or Lackland. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1G29 that Mynheer Wouter 
^an Trailer was appointed governor of the province of Nieuw- 
iederlandts, under the commission and control of their High 
Mightinesses the Lords States Greneral of the United Nether- 
uids, and the privileged West Lidia Company. 

This renowned old gentleman arrived at New- Amsterdam in 
he merry month of June, the sweetest month in all the year ; 
srhen dan Apollo seems to dance up the transparent firmament — 
rheh the robin, the thrush, and a thousand other wanton song- 
ters make Ihe woods to resound with amorous ditties, and the 
nxurious little boblincon revels among the clover blossoms of the 
neadows — all which happy coincidence persuaded the old dames 
if New-Amsterdatn, who wei» skilled in the art of foretelling 
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erenta, Qiot this was to be b t^py and 
tration. 

The renowned Wtmter (or WaJler) Tan TwUkr, wm *- 
eceoded from a long line of Dulch bargamaiiteT?, wko W 
Buccesavely dozed away their Iitcs, and grown fat iip«n ih 
bench of magistracy in Rotterdam ; aod who bad coafiMif 
themseWes with Bach singular wisdom and pinpriety, tint itif 
~^/^ were never either heard of talked of — which, next In bail 
universally applauded, should be the object of amlntfan «f 
niagistratea and mlere. There are two opposite ways lit wW 
some men make a figure in the worliU-«Wfby-«aIkiag_fiiafftt» 
they think ; and the other by holding fheii tongnes ai>d nni dW- 
, iitg at all. By the first many?^SiReK#-HCqiiii^_ the rrpnttt'" 
of a man of quick parts ; by the other many » dondcrptale, B« 
the owl, the stupidest of birds, com^ to be roosideivd ibt ^fT 
^e of wisdom. This, by the way, is a casual remarit, wW* I 
would not for the universe have it thought I apply to Gtntrtm 
Van Twiller. It is tnie he waa a man shut up whbin UoMdC 
like an oyster, and rarely spoke except in mono^yUttbleti M 
then it was fJJowed he seldom eaid a foolish thing. So itniniAk 
was bis gravity that he was never known to laagh or evai * 
smile through the whole course of a long and prospcraus T<^^ 
Nay if ajokc were uttered in his presence, that set Itglit-ntiaM 
hearers in a roar, it was observed to throw him into a ftatc d 
perplexity. Sometimes he would deign ta tnqtiiro iota fc 
matter, and when, after much eKpInnation, the joke was tnad* m 
plain as a pike-staff"; he would continue to smoke hit plpa h 
silence, and at length, knocking out the ashes would 
"Well 1 I see nothing in all that to Iftugh tdxint" 

With all his refleetiv« hnbitji, he never made ap U> ndnd ■■ > 
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object. His adherents accounted for this by the astonishing 
oagnitude of his ideas. He conceived every subject on so grand 
% scale that he had not room in his head to turn it over and exa- 
nine both sides of it. Certain it is that if any matter were pro- 
xmnded to him on which ordinary mortals would rashly deter- 
nine at first glance, he would put on a vague, mysterious look ; 
ihake his capacious head ; smoke some time in profound silence, 
ind at length observe that << he had his doubts about the matter," 
rhich gained him the reputation of a man slow of belief, and not 
ttisUy imposed upon. What is. more, it gained him a lasting 
lame : for to this habit of the mind has been attributed his sur- 
lame of Twiller ; which is said to be a corruption of the original 
rwijfler, or, in plain English, Dotibter. 

The person of this illustrious old gentleman was formed and 
iroportioned, as though it had been moulded by the hands of some 
jonning Dutch statuary, as a model of majesty and lordly gran- 
leiir. He was exactly five feet six inches in height, and six feet 
ive inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphere, and 
if such stupendous dimensions, that dame Nature with all her 
lex's ingenuity, would have been puzzled to construct a neck capa- 
)le of supporting it ; wherefore she wisely declined the attempt, 
ind settled it firmly on the top of his back-bone, just between the 
ihoulders. His body was oblong and particularly capacious at 
jottom ; which was wisely ordered by Providence, seeing that he 
W9S a man of sedentary habits, and very averse to the idle labor 
jf walking. His legs were short, but sturdy in proportion to the 
nreight they had to sustain ; so that when erect he had not a little 
Ihe appearance of a beer barrel on skids. His face, that infalli- 
ble index of the mind, presented a vast expanse, unfiirrowed by 
any of those lines and angles which disfigure the human oounte- 
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niui«e witk vbat b termed expreaion. Two email git/ 
tvinUcd feebly in the midst, like two sbm of leawr 
a h»/y firmament ; and tii« full-Ted die^a, wliieh aetmei n im 
tak*-n toll of every thing that went inUi Ibb nunitli, weK liuti w^ 
mottled nnd itreaked with dtiekj red, like ■ fjMtaBiibag ffk 

His hnbiU were as regular as his penoa. H« iaafy tMk tt 
fotir staled mesU, appropriatiiig exaetiy an boar to rmil ; te 
smoked and doubted eight hooTE, and he idept ihe r- n ™" ^ 
IwcIto of the four-and-twcnty. Such was the nanoinied Wookt 
Vmi Twiller — a tme philosopher, fur his mind wns mlher rit^tti 
ubuve, ur tranquilly settled bekiw, the isirea and perpluidiiti 
this world, lie had lived in it for years, withBot fedinj; lb 
least curiosity to know whether the sun reTolved. nmnd it,aril 
round the sun ; nad he had wutcbed, for at least half a ceataryt ik 
smoke curling from his pipe to the ceiling wilhont once mabbt 
bis bead with any of those Duroeroue iheori^ hy wUdi a pMk^ 
jiher would have perplexed bis brain, in aocoBnting for iu tiia( 
above the surrouoding atmosphere. 

In bis council he presided with great stale and totaiattj- 
lie sftt in a huge chair of solid oak, hewn in the Mlehrateil IbtM 
of the Hague, fabricated by an espcrienCL'd timraemi&n cf Aa> 
slerdam, and curioasly curved about the arms and feet, inla enrt 
iniltatltnu of gigantic cogle'n nlawii. In^tt-tuI of a weptn hi 
Kwnyud a long Turkish pipe-, wroii^t with ja«n)in and aailiq 
which had been preaeated to a aUidlboIdet- of Hotbmd, al the oi» 
cluai«n of a trenty with one of the petty Darlinry powott. b 
this pUitcly chair would Jie Nil, and this longnlflo^nt pipe wvolAk* 
limoke, Hludting Us right knee wilb a uon^liml motion, and ftdof 
Ilia eye for hours together upon a lilllc print of Ainst«rdaia, wUA 
bung in > black frame against the opposite wall of Uic taaaiS 
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domber. Nay, it has evexi been said, that when any deliberation 
of extraordinary length and intricacy was on the carpet, the re- 
noifmed Wouter would shut his eyes for full two hours at a time, 
that he might not be disturbed by external objects — and at such 
times the internal commotion of his mind was evinced by certain 
regular guttural sounds, which his admirers declared were 
merely the noise of conflict, made by his. contending doubts and 
opinions. 

It is with infinite dMculty Ihave been enabled to collect these 
biographical anecdotes of the great man under consideration. 
The facts respecting him were so scattered and vague, and divers 
of them so questionable in point of authenticity, that I have had to 
give up the search after many, and decline the admission of still 
more, which would have tended to .heighten the coloring of his 
portrait. 

I have been the more anxious to delineate fully the person 
and habits of Wouter Van. Twiller, from the consideration that 
he was not only the first, but also the best governor that ever 
presided over this ancient and respectable province ; and so tran- 
quil and benevolent was his reign, that I do not find throughout 
the whole of it, a single instance of any offender being brought to 
punishment — ^a most indubitable sign of a merciful governor, and 
a case unparalleled, excepting in the reign of the illustrious King 
Log, from whom, it is hinted, the renowned Van Twiller was a 
lineal descendant 

The very outset of the career of this excellent magistrate 
was distinguished by an example of legal acumen, that gave flat- 
tering presage of a wise and equitable administration. The morn- 
ing after he had been installed in office, and at the moment that 
be was making his breakfast from a prodigious earthen dish, filled 
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wiiJi milk anil Indiitn pnddmg, be nas interrupted by the J; 
ance of W&iiiUe Sc.hocinhoven, a refj' important old border J 
New-Amsterdam- who comphuned bitlerly of ode BarcDt Bluocte; 
inasmuch as he refused to come to a settlement of aoooiiDt», Mi*C 
that there nad a heary balaace in litFor of the saiil ITiiBllti 
Governor Van Twiller, as I have already observed, ma a ma 
of few words; he w^ likewise » mortal enemy to moltipljvf 
writingE — or being disturbed at his breakfast. Having Ibteui 
attentirelj to the statement of Wandle Schooohoven, ginoe » 
occndonal grunt, aa he ehovfeled a spoooM of Indian jiidHiiC 
into his mouth — either as a »igu that lie relished the dish, or «(i» 
prehended the Blofj — he called unto him bia con^able, imd poUiiq 
ont of his breeches pocket a huge jack-kiuf<>, dis|teUchad it xfls- 
the defendant as a Bummona, accompanied hy his lottauoi>-lMx u ( 



This summary process wns as effei^tiul in thou simple trfi 
as was the seal ring of ih^ great Iloroiui Alrttschid tunoag 
Ime believers. The two parties bi-jog confronted befure Vm 
each prodnced a book of accounts, written ui a lan^n^ nJ 
diuTBcler that would have puxxled any twit a Uigb Dutdi ai^ 
menialor, or a learned decipherer of Egypdaik obtJido. ' 
Mge Woaler look them one alter the other, ami liavnig pcuol 
them in hia hmidft, and aUtnilivcly ouuntcd over (be JKuahcr t/ 
leaves, fell Blraighiway into a very great doiih«. and nnokid & 
half an hour without saying a word; at Length, laying his flogl 
bc^de his aosc, and sbatdng bis eyes for a moownt, with tlw M 
man who has ju3l caught a subtle idea by (he toil, he ikivly 
ttxik Ilia pipe from hie mouth, pofiod forth n coJumn uf tcba 
luoke, and with marveUona gravity ant] sotetanlty preoousctl 
-lluu having carefiiUy ooonted over the leave* mil wei^Ml Oa 
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ooks, it was found, that one was just as thick and as heavy as 
le other — ^therefore it was the final opinion of the court that the 
ecounts were equally balanced — therefore Wandle should give 
tarent a receipt, and Barent should give Wandle a receipt — and 
16 constable should pay the costs. 

This decision being straightway made known, difiused gene- 
il joy throughout New- Amsterdam, for the people immediately 
erceived, that they had a very wise and equitable magistrate to 
ale over them. But its happiest effect was, that not another 
iwsuit took place throughout the whole of his administration*— 
nd the office of constable fell into such decay, that there was 
ot one of those losel scouts known in the province for many 
ears. I am the more particular in dwelling on this transaction, 
ot only because I deem it one of the most sage and righteous 
udgments on record, and well worthy the attention of modem 
lagistrates ; but because it was a miraculous event in the history 
f the renowned Wouter — ^being the only time he was ever 
nown to come to a decision in the whole course of his life. 



CHAPTER n. 

COXTAIMNG SOME ACCOUNT OF THE GRAXD COUXCIL OF 5EW- 
AMSTERDAM, AS ALSO DIVERS ESPECIAL GOOD FHILOSOPHI' 
CAL REASONS WHY AN ALDERMAN SnOULD BE FAT — WITH 
OTHER PARTICULARS TOUCHING THE STATE OF THE PBOT- 

INCE. 

In treating of the early governors of the provincCi I mnsl 
caution my readers against confounding them, in point of dignity 
and [)Ower, with those worthy gentlemen, who are whimsically 
denominated governors in this enlightened republic — a set of un- 
liap[)y victims of popularity, who are in fact the most dependent 
]i(n-j)ocked hfings in the community : doomed to bear the secret 
gfijidin^rs iun\ corrections of their own party, and the sneers and 
reviliii;;s of the whole world beside. Set up, like geese at 
Chri-tma- holidays, to be pelted and shot at by every whipster 
and va;r:ihond in the land. On the contrary, the Dutch gover- 
nors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority, vested in all command- 
ers of disUmt colonies or territories. They were in a manner 
absohjte despots in their little domains, lording it, if so disposed, 
over lK>th law and gospel, and accountable to none but the mo- 
ther country ; wiiich it is well known is astonishingly deaf to all 
complaints against its governors, provided they discharge the 
main duty of their station — squ^zing out n good revenue. Ito 
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be of importance, to prevent my readers from being 
th doubt and incredulity, whenever, in the course of 
entic history, they encounter the uncommon circum- 
a governor acting with independence, and in opposition 
nions of the multitude. 

sist the doubtful Wouter in the arduous business of leg- 
board of magistrates was appointed, which presided 
3ly over the police. This potent body consisted of a 
bailiff, with powers between those of the present may- 
leriff — ^five burgermeesters, who were equivalent to al- 
md five schepens, who officiated as scrubs, subdevils, or 
iers to the burgermeesters, in the same manner as do 
aldermen to their principals at the present day ; it be- 
duty to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters — 
markets for delicacies for corporation dinners, and to 
such other little offices of kindness as were occasional- 
ed. It was, moreover, tacitly understood, though not 
y enjoined, that they should consider themselves as 

the blunt wits of the burgermeesters, and should laugh 

* 
lily at all their jokes ; but this last was a duty as rare- 

in action in those days as it is at present, and was 

imitted, in consequence of the tragical death of a fat 

jpen — who actually died of suffocation in an imsuccess- 

to force a laugh at one of burgermeester Van Zandt's 

3. 

urn for these humble services, they were permitted to 
md no at the council-board, and to have that enviable 
the run of the public kitchen — ^being graciously per- 
eat, and drink, and smoke, at all those snug junketings 
c gormandizings, for which the ancient magistrates were 
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equally famous with their modem successors. The post of sche- 
pen, tliorefore, like that of assistant alderman, was eagerlj corettid 
by all your burghers of a certain description, who have a huge 
relish for good feeding, and an humble ambition to be great men 
in a small way — who thirst after a little brief authority, that shall 
render them the terror of the alms-house and the bridewell— 
that shall enable them to lord it over obsequious poverty, vagrani 
vice, outcast prostitution, ^d hunger-driven dishonesty — ^thai 
shall give to their beck a hound-like pack of catchpolls and 
bumbailiffs! — tenfold greater rogues than the culprits they hunt 
down ! — My readers will excuse this sudden warmth, which I 
confess is unbecoming of a grave historian — but I have a moital 
antipathy to catchpolls, bumbailiffs, and little great men. 

Tlie ancient magistrates of this city corresponded with those 
of the present time no less in form, magnitude, and intellect, than 
in prerogative and privilege. The burgomasters, like our alder- 
men, were generally chosen by weight — and not only the weight 
of the body, but likewise the weight of the head. It is a maxim 
practically observed in all honest, plain-thinking, regular citie?, 
that an alderman should be fat — and the wisdom of this can be 
proved to a certainty. That the body is in some measure an 
image of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to the 
body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, has been 
insisted on by many philosophers, who have made human nature 
their peculiar study — ^for as a learned gentleman of our own dtr 
observes, " there is a constant relation between the moral charac- 
ter of all intelligent creatures, and their physical constitution^ 
between their habits and the structure of their bodies." TTrns 
we see that a lean, spare, diminutive body is generally accompar 
nied by a petulant, restless, meddling mind — either the mind 



HISTORY OP NEW- YORK. 149 



wears down the body, bj its continual motion ; or else the body, 
-not affording the mind sufficient house-room, keeps it continuflaly 
in a state of fretfulness, tossing and worrying about from the 
uneasiness of its situation. Whereas your round, sleek, fat, 
unwieldy periphery is ever attended by a mind like itself, tran- 
quil, torpid, and at ease ; and we may always observe, that your 
well fed, robustious burghers are in general very tenacious of 
their ease and comfort; being |^eat enemies to noise, discord, 
and disturbance — and surely none are more likely to study the ^ 
public tranquillity than those who are so careful of their own. . ^ 
Who ever hears of fat men heading a riot, or herdmg together T 
in turbulent mobs ? — ^no — ^no — ^it is your lean, hungry men who | 
are continually worrying society, and setting the whole commu- ' 
nity by the ears. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently attended 
to by philosophers of the present age, allows to every man three 
souls — one immortal and rational, seated in the brain, that it may 
overlook and regulate the body — a second consisting of the surly 
and irascible passions which, like belligerent powers, lie encamped 
around the heart — a third mortal and sensual, destitute of. reason, 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the belly, 
that it may not disturb the divine soul by its ravenous bowlings. 
Now, according to this excellent theory, what can be more clear, 
than that your fat alderman is most likely to have the most regu- 
lar and well-conditioned mind. His head is like a huge spherical 
chamber, containing a prodigious mass of soft brains, whereon the 
rational soid lies softly and snugly couched, as on a feather bed ; 
and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed-chamber, are 
usually half closed, that its slumberings may not be disturbed by 
external objects. A mind thus comfortably lodged, and protected 
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from disturbance, is manifestly most likely to perform its fanc- 
tioii.s with regularity and ease. By dint of good feeding more- 
over, the moital and malignant soul, which is confined in the 
belly, and which, by its raging and roaring, puts the irritable =<:''il 
in the neighborhood of the heart in an intolerable passion. a::l 
thus n.-nder? men crusty and quarrelsome when hungry, is cc-m- 
plotely pacili<;d, silenced, and put to rest — whereupon a ho=i of 
hone.-t, grx>d-fellow qualities Ad kind-hearted atfections, wLioL 
had lain perdue, slyly peeping out of the loop-holes of the htrirt. 
linding this cerberus asleep, do pluck up their spirits, turn cm 'ce 
and all in their holiday suits, and gambol up and down the 'iia- 
phragni — disposing their possessor to laughter, good humor, uii 
a thousand friendly offices towards his fellow mortals. 

As a board of magistrates, formed on this principle, think 1':: 
very little, they are the less likely to differ and wrangle aU''.:: 
favorite opinions — and as they generally transact business up)- 
a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed to be lenient ar.l 
indulgent in the administration of their duties. Charlemagne 
was conscious of this, and therefore ordered in his airtularit-?. 
that no judge should hold a court of justice, -except in the morn- 
ing, on an empty stomach. — A pitiful rule, which I can ncv-.-: 
forgive, and which I warrant bore hard upon all the poor culpri:? 
in the kingdom. The more enlightened and humane gonerati'.ia 
of the j)resent day have taken an opposite course, and liave jo 
managed, that the ahhirnien are the best fed men in the commii- 
nity ; feasting lustily on the fat things of the huid, and gorging so 
heartily on oysters and turtl<*s, that in j^rocess of time ihej 
acquire the activity of the one, an<l the form, the wad<lle, :uid the 
gn-en fat of the other. The consequence is, as I liavc just saiJ, 
these luxurious feastings do produce such a dulcet e((uauiinity 
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and repose of the soul, rational and irrational, that their transac- 
tions are proverbial for unvarjdng monotony — and the profound 
laws which they enact in their dozing moments, amid the labors 
of digestion, are quietly suffered to remain as dead letters, and 
never enforced, when awake. In a word, your fair, round-bellied 
burgomaster, like a full-fed mastiff, dozes quietly at the house- 
door, always at home, and always at hand to watch over its 
safety — ^but as to electing a lean, meddling candidate to the ofiSice, 
as has now and then been done, I would as lief put a greyhound 
to watch the house, or a race-horse to draw an ox wagon. 

The burgomasters then, as I have already mentioned, were 
wisely chosen by weight, and the schepens, or assistant aldermen, 
were appointed to attend upon them, and help them eat ; but the 
latter, in the course of time, when they had been fed and fattened 
into sufficient bulk of body and drowsiness of brain, became very 
eligible candidates for the burgomasters' chairs, having fairly 
eaten t hemselves into office, as a mouse eats his wa y into a c pm- 
Tortable lodgment in a goodly, blue^hosed^ skimmed milk. New- 
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England cheese. 

i>^othing' coulcrequal the profound deliberations that took place 
between the renowned Wouter, and these his worthy compeers, 
unless it be the sage divans of some of our modem corporations. 
They would sit for hours smoking and dozing over public affairs, 
without speaking a word to interrupt that perfect stiUness, so neces- 
sary to deep reflection. Under the sober sway of Wouter Van Twil- 
ler and these his worthy coadjutors, the infant settlement waxed 
vigorous apace, gradually emerging from the swamps and forests, 
and exhibiting that mingled appearance of town and country, cus- 
tomary in new cities, and which at this day may be witnessed in 
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the city of AVasliington ; that immense metropolis, which makes 
.so glorious an appearance on paper. 

Tt was a pleasing sight in those times, to behold the hone?t 
burgher, like a patriarch of yore, seated on the bench at thed*^"^' 
of hi- wliite washed liouse, under the shade of some gigantic syw- 
iiiorr- or overhanging willow. Here would he smoke his pipe *''- 
a sultry afternoon, enjoying the soft southern breeze, and li?teiii'.'-' 
with -ilent gralulation to the clucking of his hens, the cacklinjf'; 
his crr-f'-e. and the sonorous jrruntinnr of his swine ; that combine- 
tion (»!' farm-yard melody, which may truly be said to have a ^ilv*-: 
{-ound, inasmuch as it conveys a certain assurance of profitaMe 
marketing. 

The modern spectator, who wanders through the strepts f-t* 
this populous city, can scarcely form an idea of the different a]- 
p<arance they presented in the primitive days of the Doubi'='r. 
The busy hum of multitudes, the shouts of revelry, the nimWin.' 
(•([uipages of fashion, the rattling of accursed carts, and all tl:r 
spirit-grieving sounds of brawling commerce, were unknown in 
th(i setth'nient of New- Amsterdam. The grass grew quietly in ibr 
highways — the bleating sheep and frolicksome calves spon*.-'! 
alxiut the verdant ridge, where now the Broadway loungers tak'^ 
their morning stroll — the cunning fox or ravenous wolf skulk"! 
in the woo<ls. where now are to be seen the dens of Gomez an-l 
his riiditcous fraternity of money-brokers — and flocks of vocif»-r- 
0U-; <i*'o>ii cackled about the fields, where now the great Tammany 
wigwam and the patriotic tavern of Martling echo with the wrang- 
lings of tlie mob. 

In thfsc good times did a true and enviable equality of rank 
and i)nj])('rty j»r(.vail, ecpially removed from the arrogance of 
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wealth, and the servility and heart-burnings of repining poverty 
— ^and what in my mind is still more conducive to tranquillity and 
. harmony among friends, a happy equality of intellect was like- 
wise to be seen. The minds of the good burghers of New- Am- 
sterdam seemed all to have been cast in one mould, and to be those 
honest, blunt minds, which, like certain manufactures, are made 
by the gross, and considered as exceedingly good for conmion use. 

Thus it happens that your true dull minds are generally pre- 
ferred for public employ, and especially promoted to city honors ; 
your keen intellects, like razors, being considered too sharp for 
common service. I know that it is common to rail at the unequal 
distribution of riches, as the great source of jealousies, broils, 
and heart-breakings ; whereas, for my part, I verily believe it is the 
sad inequality of intellect that prevails, that embroils communities 
more than any thing else ; and I have remarked that your know- 
ing people, who are so much wiser than any body else, are eter- 
nally keeping society in a ferment. Happily for New- Amster- 
dam, nothing of the kind was known within its walls — ^the very 
words of learning, education, taste, and talents were unheard of 
— a bright genius was an animal unknown, and a blue stocking 
lady would have been regarded with as much wonder as a homed 
frog or a fiery dragon. No man in fact seemed to know more 
than his neighbor, nor any man to know more than an honest man 
ought to know, who has nobody's business to mind but his own ; 
the parson and the council clerk were the only men that could 
read in the community, and the sage Van Twiller always signed 
his name with a cross. 

Thrice happy and ever to be envied little Burgh ! existing in 
all the security of harmless insignificance — unnoticed and unen- 
vied by the world, without ambition, without vainglory, without 
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r! :■ -. - '::. _: 1- r.r:.::.::. ar.l all ih-rinrain of oarking cares — ail 
i> : ■■:.;.::. ::.. * -r.-.r 'liivf of njar;. iLe Ci*:-it:»:-= were won: w 
■■''.''.'. ': '..:. .:. •..*::":. ui.'i 1 "-\--- Lij rnrr*' Laliitaiiorif. so we are luM 
;:. :i.- -v'.v:.:. ;Iuvi .. f !Nv"n--Arai^:vr«irini. the co«>l St. Niob:!;« 
' .". . ::• :. r;...kv :."> fi.;.>rari4:i«:-e 232 Li? iK-loveJ ciiv. of a Lolica' 
i-,::- .■.:.. :'. :::.j ".jlilv i*:i:::.::j li.e irev-iop?. or over the rooi^ 0: 
:!.•■ ".. -V-. :...-.'.■ :»:. .1 ".L'-Zi '::n-.vir:g f .•rii: iLi&gi^inoent j-reier.:* :':»>:- 
'].!- '::■■■•■;.■-.- ].■■•"-;•=->. i*::-! (lr«"pi'irji' ihem down th»_- eLimr.'=';.? 0: 
}.'.- :..: :!:-.«. W:.:r-a- ::: li.v;-'- '.le j'rr.erji'e dav5 of iron ar.«i :.ri-= 
].-. :.••.■•:.•■ .-:..■..■.•.-«. u= :;.e liji.: i-rLis countt-naiiOf-. nor ever vir'-isu?. 
.-:»■•; .,!..- :::_'}.: iii iLv vear : wLen Le rattles down the ohini:.-*'? 
^.:" ::.■■ •^-- "•:::'Ui!.:; of :).»: ].u:rifir«-L*. «>:»ni:i*in:r l-is pre^cr.ts iavrr.-i; 
to :•.•■ ■•}.;Mr'.]i. ill Tok-n of fi.e de^itriivracy of the parenis. 

^ , .:. liT'.- •}.•: c''!:-f.T:y;!ie &i.d thriving effects of a fut i'Ov».-ri.- 
li. '.:.:. T:;*'r j.rovi:. ••- or" th'.- N'.-'A--Nt.-iherland.'i. destitute of wf-a/.i.. 
po—'.-r':'! li -v.-e-r tra!.'':ijilii:y iha: \v»?:il:li could never purci:a*c. 
Tl.f:!-: v-rV'': rj-vlth'-r j»'il.»li- ••omiiiotioi-?. nor private quaiT».-l> : i.vi- 
tl.^i- j.artiv.-. i.or ■•••ci.-, i:"r j-i-hi-n.- : neith'.-r persecuiif-n.-. !.-.: 
tri.:]-. r.or r.nii.-liifj*-:.:- : ].'>v v.-re there counsellor*, attoriit.-v?. 
cuTri,|,oI|f;. or liii:i;firn.:i. Every ni:in attended to wliut iiitk' bii.-i- 
r-'-'S }.»; •.vu". hu']:y eim:;::!. iij hav»'. or n»-glected it if he j»It.-a.*<r'i. 
v.irl.f.'/ .'i-I;in;f iliv oj.iiiioji of his iifi_'hl.«or. In those tlav-i i:i.>- 
ho'ly ]ij'-«!«i]'-d v.iiii foi.cer;;- ahove his <on^.prt.'h».-nsiun ; nor thrift 
]'.'.-. i.()'f- inu, otljei' jj'-oiiN-'s at!airs : ii'-r nf-.L'k*cit.d to corrt-ri i.i- 
ov. n 'ori'lij'-f. and r»rt'uiiii J.i- own t;l.arac:«-r, in his zeal to pull l<"» 

j/i'-'-'-- \]i(: '-liani'rr'-r- ol' oilnr hnt in a wurd. every re-^pertahlv 

<'i*\/.*:]i f'U\ ^v]l(■u ]if wa- n^f Iiuml^'v. clrank when lie was n-'i 
tliir-tv. uut\ wr-nt r<-;jiilarlv tn hcd v. i:i-n the sun si-t and the fowU 
v.«i:i to roo-t. wiif-ili'i- li*' w»-n' .-h-»py or not; all which tendi.-*! 
■^o icmarkahly to iIh- ])Opid;ition of the setilenient. that I luu tuM 
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every dutiM wife throughout New-Amsterdam made a point of 
enriching her husband with at least one child a year, and very 
often a brace — ^this superabundance of good things clearly oonsti- 
tuling the true luxury of life, according to the favorite Dutch 
maxim, that ^^more than enough constitutes a feast" Every 
thing, therefore, went on exactly as it should do, and in the usual 
words employed by historians to express the welfare of a country, 
^^ the profoundest tranquillity and repose reigned throughout the 
province." 



CHAPTER IlL 

HOW TIIK TOWN OF NF.W-A3ISTERDAM AROSE OUT OF MCDi 
AM» CAMK TO BE MAKVELOUSLY POLISHED AND POLITE— 
TO(iETllEK WITH A I'ICTURE OF THE MANNERS OF OIB 
(iUi:Ar-<.;ilEAT-4iKAXDFATHER3. 

Manifom) lire the tiistes and dispositions of the enlightened lite 
rati, who turn over the pages of history. Some there be whose 
hrarts are brimful of the yeast of courage, and whose bosoms do 
work, and swell, and foam, with untried valor, like a barxel ot' 
new eiiK'r, or a train-hand captain, fresh from under the luuida 
of his tailor. This doughty class of readers can be satisfied with 
nothing hut hUxHly battles, and horrible encounters; they must 
be eontiiiually stonning forts, sacking cities, springing mines, 
niarehing up to tli«' muzzles of cannon, charging bayonet through 
every page, and n*veling in ginii)owder and carnage. Others 
who an* of a less martial, hut equally ardent inmgination, and 
who, withal, are a little given to the marvelous, will dwell with 
wondrous sati<tiu*tion on descrijttions of prodigies, unheard-of 
ev«'nts, hair-breadth es(*apes, hardy adventures, and all those as- 
tonishing narrations, which just amide along the boundary line of 
])ossibility. A thinl class, who, not to speak slightly of them, are 
of a lighter tuni, and :ik\m over the records of past times, as thej 
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> over the edifying pages of a novel, merely for relaxation and 
Lnoeent amusement, do singularly delight in treasons, executions, 
abine rapes, Tarquin outrages, conflagrations, murders, and all 
le other catalogue of hideous crimes, which like cayenne in cook- 
y, do give a pungency and flavor to the dull detail of history — 
hile a fourth class, of more philosophic habits, do diligently pore 
7er the musty chronicles of time, to investigate the operations 
i* the human kind, and watch the gradual changes in men and 
lanners, effected by the progress of knowledge, the vicissitudes 
' events, or the influence of situation. 

If the three first classes find but little wherewithal to solace 
lemselves in the tranquil reign of Wouter Van Twiller, I entreat 
lena to exert their patience for a while, and bear with the tedi- 
is picture of happiness, prosperity, and peace, which my duty 
3 a faithful historian obliges me to draw ; and I promise them 
lat as soon as I can possibly alight upon any thing horrible, 
Qcommon, or impossible, it shall go hard but I will make it 
(Ford them entertainment. This being premised, I turn with 
reat complacency to the fourth class of my readers, who are 
len, or, if possible, women after my own heart ; grave, phi- 
)8ophical, and investigating; fond of analyzing characters, of 
iking a start from first causes, and so hunting a nation down, 
irough all the mazes of innovation and improvement. Such 
dll naturally be anxious to witness the first development of the 
ewly hatched colony, and the primitive manners and customs 
revaJent among its inhabitants, during the halcyon reign of 
^an Twiller or the Doubter. 

I will not grieve their patience, however, by describing 
linutely the increase and improvement of New-Amsterdam. 
Th&r own imaginations will doubtless present to them the good 
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d panevsring |^^^| 
~tbc7 triU tN^^H 
le Lag hat to ^bfl^^l 

xd wimiowa, «>€«■ 



burgberf, like bo imuij pauutakin|; 
slowly and Bur«1y pursaiog tbeir Uboo — ibej mil 
pro»perou£ Iran^tbrm^on troin the rode Lag hoi to 
DuUrli maniaoQ, wkb brick ttont, gUned wimiowa, 
roof; from tbe taugled thickel to the luxnria&l cmbtM«E gV^W 
aad frgiD the skiilkiog Indum to the poadeinus burguaasliiri !■ 
a word, they will [ncturc to thtnnselret ilui sicodj', uktfr i*' 
nndeviating murcli of proep«ritj, ini^ident to a aSj ilrililntr iJ 
pride or ambition, cheriafaed ij & fal govemmcnt, and pIi* 
citiEens do nothing in o, hairj. 

f The Sage coaneiJ, as has been mentioned in a precedinit A^ 
i ler, ootibt»ag able to delerraiiiD ujioa nnjr itlan for tbe baildtiC 
n of Qieiif city — the eows, in a laudable fit of |)«lrtC)tiBn, Uoki 
I under l^ar peculiar chat^e, and as tbej nnat to aad fnta ^ 
f tur«, eatobliahed patli^ thnmgh ihe bnslwsr tia each sUs oT mHA 
I ^ g*^ folks built (heir houses ; wbicli is oik catuo of itio r^ 
bling and pieturesquc (urns and UbTrintliA, wUdi 4li*tim"i^ 
certain streets of New- York at this wrjr dny. 

Tbe bonecii of Ihe litglier clnN were geuoaD^r oontnwMdrf 
wood, excepting the gable end. wind] wiw of atuU hbck nl 
yellow Dutch bricks, and always laced oa tbe irtmi, v oc 
aucesturs, like their de^cbndantf, were T«rr modi giTtn to ooi- 
ward show, and were noted for putting tlM bort leg IbnoB* 
Tike house was always furnished witJi abiinifaiDm of iMrgo dB<B 
ftnd small windows on ereiy floor, Ibe dnur ol* ha eractlon W 
. cnrioDsly designated by iron figures on tiie fnot, and ou ibe vf 
f '«f the roof w« parched a fierce Ullle wuatketvock, to let tk 
'ibmily ialo tbe iiDpurtatit Ktcret, wliicli way tlio wind Usk 
Hioso, like tbo wcallicrcoek^ on the tops of aor &le«pl«A, poiaUol 
Lso many different wayo, iJuU every man uoolil Ihtu a whid B I* 
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Siind ; — ^the most stanch and loyal citizens, however, always went 
aooording to the weathercock on the top of the governor's house, 
which was certainly the most correct, as he had a trusty servant 
employed every morning to climb up and set it to the right 
quarter. 

In those good days of simplicity and sunshine, a passion for 
deanliness was the leading principle in domestic economy, and 
the universal test of an able housewife — ^a character which formed 
the utmost ambition of our unenlightened grandmothers. The 
firont door was never opened except on marriages, funerals, new 
year's days, the festival of St Nicholas, or some such great occa- 
sion. It was ornamented with a gorgeous brass knocker, curi- 
ously wrought, sometimes in the device of a dog, and sometimes 
of a lion's head, and was daily burnished with such religious zeal, 
that it was ofttimes worn out by the very precautions taken for |^ 
its preservation. The whole house was constantly in a state of 
inundation, under the discipline of mops and brooms and scrub- 
bing brushes ; and the good housewives of those days were a kind 
of amphibious animal, delighting exceedingly to be dabbling in 
water — ^insomuch that an historian of the day gravely tells us, 
that many of his townswomen grew to have webbed fingers like i^ 
unto a duck ; and some of them, he had little doubt, could the 
matter be examined into, would be found to have the tails of 
mermaids — ^but this I look upon to be a mere sport of fancy, or 
what is a worse, a wilful misrepresentation. 

The grand parlor was the sanctum sanctorum, where the 
passion for cleaning was indulged without control. In this sacred 
apartment no one was permitted to enter, excepting the mistress 
and her confidential maid, who visited it once a week, for the 
purpose of giving it a thorough cleaning, and putting things to 
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^ffiti — always tidcin^ the ptvtmution of ieartaf Ui^ AoB 
ihe door, and eiitt^ring JetnuUy on their rtocfcine feat. W« 
fccrubbiog the tlvor, f^prinlding it irilli flni^ wtilie auid, whM «■ 
curiouslj- stroked into angli*. and <-iirvi«. nnd rlinfflhiMt "itt 
liroom — after wosluug ihe windows, rnbbing and polUMte 6« 
Airailure, and patting a new buurJi uf evrr^ixtu. hi die B» 
place — the window shntler^ were !ig:un ctosnl to k«rp 
flies, and tLe room earefuUy loi-ki^ up until tbc reTol 
lime brooglit round the weeklj cleaning day. 

As to the family, ihej always entered in at the ^Ic. aitd mm 
generally tired in the kitehen. To have seen a nnronroon bco*- 
hold assembled round llit- fire, one would ha\f imnglnMl tkal bt 
was Iransporti^d liuck (o tlinae happy day? of |>rinM!Viil ni ia u lialT, 
whicb float before our imaginations tike golden Tigioin. Tit 
fireplaces were of a truly paniarchal miignitade, vbcn 6e 
whole family, old tuid young, waster and »ervH»t, btadi mi 
white, nay, even the yery eat and dog. enjojcd il (mnmiiaity rf 
privilege, and had each n rip-ht to & uorner. Heiv t^ M 
burgher would Hit in perfect silence, puffing ]ai pipe, lookinf a 
the fire with half shut eyes, and thinking cif dmUiik tor lw» 
together; the goede vrouw on the opposite side wooM oBpltif 
hPFself diligently in spinning yam, or knitting etockii>|;3^ TV 
yottng folks would crowd iiroond the hearth, Uilnung wiib bnal^ 
le^ allention to some old crone of a negro, wlio was tbr ui«V 
of the family, and who, perched like a raven in n (xnner of the 
' chimney, would nrofdc forth for a long winter ttfl«moua a Miiif 
of ineredihlft nturiM about New England wildi**— ^uly gliMBt 
hOTKi withoat heads — and hair-breadth eitrapn and bloody fs- 
connters among the Indians. 

In thoM hnppy dnye a well regulated family always roM wi* 
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the dawn, dined at eleven, and went to bed at sunset. Dinner 
was invariably a private meal, and the fat old burghers showed 
incontestable signs of disapprobation and uneasiness at being sur- 
prised by a visit from a neighbor on such occasions. But though 
our worthy ancestors were thus singularly averse to giving din- 
ners, yet they kept up the social bands of intimacy by occasional 
banquetings, called tea-parties. 

These fashionable parties were generally confined to the 
higher classes, or noblesse, that is to say, such as kept their own 
cows, and drove their own wagons. The company commonly 
assembled at three o'clock, and went away about six, unless it 
was in winter time, when the fashionable hours were a little 
earlier., that the ladies might get home before dark. The tea- 
table was crowned with a huge earthen dish, well stored with 
slices of fat pork, fried brown, cut up into morsels, and swimming 
in gravy. The company being seated round the genial board, 
and each furnished with a fork, evinced their dexterity in launch- 
ing at the fattest pieces in this mighty dish — ^in much the same 
manner as sailors harpoon porpoises at sea, or our Indians spear 
salmon in the lakes. Sometimes the table was graced with im- 
mense apple pies, or saucers full of preserved peaches and pears ; 
but it was always sure to boast an enormous dish of balls of sweet- 
ened dough, fried in hog's fat, and called doughnuts, or olykoeks \ 
— Si delicious kind of cake, at present scarce known in this city, 
except in genuine Dutch families. 

The tea was served out of a majestic delft tea-pot, ornamented 
with paintings of fat little Dutch shepherds and shepherdesses 
tending pigs — with boats sailing in the air, and houses built in the 
clouds, and sundry other ingenious Dutch fantasies. The beaux 
distinguished themselves by their adroitness in replenishing this 
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pot from a huge copper tea-lceUle, which mtuli! barn 
pi^y macaronics of these ijegvneraip ilayc sweal luereljr 
at it. To sweeten tine bevets^ a Inmp of sugar kuc laid' 
each cup— aoil the ccnnpanj alu^malelj- nibbled aad dpped 
great deraniia, until ou improveiDent vos inln>dun!i] hj a Ami 
and Mvinoinic old lady, which wm to ^u.^iei>l a Iiu;g(> Itimp ifiraflf 
over tiio ica-lable, by a firing from (be eeilii^, to ibai U mmU k 
swung from mouth lo moulb — ao ingenioiui «x{ic<)icnt, wind » 
* atill kept ap by some fitmilies in Albany ; but whicb prerani wil^ 
out exception in Communipaw, Bn;gen, Flatlxisb, wiO aS wr 
unconuminaled Dutch Tillages. 

At these primitive tea-parties ihc utmost propritrty mtd ifif- 
nity of deportment prevailed. No flirting nar co<]u«luig — M 
gambling of old ladles nor hoyden chattering aiul romping rf 
young one9 — no aelf-salisfied etmttrngsof wealthy gcuUcjnoifWitt 
their bmns in their pockets — ^nor iunusiog ooorDits, and hmdIi? 
dirertiscments, of smart young gentlemeit, tvitli no bwu Bt A 
On the contrary, the young ladies seated tbemsetves dennncly li 
their ntsb-bollomed chairs, and knit iheir own woolon ■Vrrfwip; 
nor ever opened their lip? excepting lo say ^oA Jli^{iiiAMr,arjpA|B 
Vrouv>, to any question that was asked them ; brJiaring, in •! 
tilings, like decent, well-educated danueU. As to tbfr gvatlomsii 
each of tlium trsiiquiily smoked bb pipe, and sMmed lixt In nn- 
tcmplntion of the bine and white tiles willi whkli th« fin-pbM^ 
were dcccr&tei] : wlien-ln simdiy passages of Scriptuni wnv 
junuUy portrayed — Tobit njid faia dog figuml to groat atIvaaU|;ei 
llauian itvun;; contipieuously on lilti gihbri, oiul Jotwli apficanl 
mo«t ruunfitUy boiuidng out of the wlwit;, like IIxrlri]itti) 
burrel of fire. 

Tho pwtioa broke up witliout noiE« and witlioui i 
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They were carried home by their own carriages, that is to say, 
by the vehicles nature had provided them, excepting such of the 
wealthy as could afford to keep a wagon. The gentlemen gal- 
lantly attended their fair ones to their respective abodes, and took 
leave of them with a hearty smack at the door : which, as it was 
an established piece of etiquet, done in perfect simplicity and 
honesty of heart, occasioned no scandal at that time, nor should it 
at the present — if our great-grandfathers approved of the custom, 
it would argue a great want of reverence in their descendants to 
say a word against it. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CONTAINING FURTHER PARTICULARS OP THE GOLDEN AGE,15D 
WHAT C0NSTITUTP:D a fine lady and gentleman 15 THE 
DAYH OF WALTER THE DOUBTER. 

In this dulcet period of my history, when the beauteous island of 
Miiiina-haUv presented a scene, the very coupterpart of those 
jrlowinji; ])i(;turcs drawn of the golden reign of Saturn, there wae, 
as I liMvc before observed, a happy ignorance, an honest simplicity 
pn-valeiit anionjij its inhabitants, which, were I even able to de- 
pict, would be but little understood by the degenerate age for 
whieli I am doomed to write. Even the female sex, those arch 
innovators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, and gray-beard cus- 
toms of s(H'iety, seemed for a while to conduct themselves with 
iujM'rdible sobriety and comeliness. 

Their luiir, untortured by the abominations of art, was scnipa- 
lously pomatum(>d back from their foreheads with a candle, and 
<»ovf ret! with a little ea]) of (piilted calico, which jQtted exactly to 
tlieir lu«ads. Their petticoats of linsey-woolsey were striped wilh 
a variety «>f jr<^r»r<H)us dyes — thouph I must confess these gallant 
pirmeuts were rather short, sean'O n»aching below the knee ; but 
then they made up in the number, which generally equaled that 
i>f th(* •;eutl«Mueu*s small clothes; luid what is still more praise- 



HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 166 



worthy, they were all of their own manufacture— of which dream- 
tance, as may well be supposed, they were not a little vain. 

These were the honest days, in which every woman staid at 
kome, read the Bible, and wore pockets — ay, and that too of a 
joodly size, fashioned with patchwork into many curious devices, 
ind ostentatiously worn on the outside. These, in fact, were con- 
renient receptacles, where all good housewives carefully stored 
kway such things as they wished to have at hand ; by which means 
hey often came to be incredibly crammed — and I remember there 
vas a story current when I was a boy, that the lady of Wouter 
^an Twiller once had occasion to empty her right pocket in search 
)f a wooden ladle, when the contents filled a couple of com bas- 
kets, and the utensil was dis(;overed lying among some rubbish in 
>ne comer — ^but we must not give too much faith to all these 
tones ; the anecdotes of those remote periods being very subject 
o exaggeration. 

Besides these notable pockets, they likewise wore scissors and 
>incushions suspended from their girdles by red ribands, or among 
he more opulent and showy classes, by brass, and even silver 
chains — ^indubitable tokens of thrifty housewives and industrious 
pinsters. I cannot say much in vindication of the shortness of 
he petticoats ; it doubtless was introduced for the purpose of giving 
he stockings a chance to be seen, which were generally of blue 
vorsted with magnificent red clocks— or perhaps to display a 
vell-tumed ankle, and a neat, though serviceable foot, set off by 
i high-heeled leathern shoe, with a large and splendid silver 
mckle. Thus we find that the gentle sex in all ages have shown 
he same disposition to infringe a little upon the laws of decorum, 
n order to betray a lurking beauty, or gratify an innocent love 
tf finery. 
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From tlic sketch liere given, it "wrill be seen that our good 
;2nijj'lrnothers differed consideniblv in their ideas of a fine fignie 
from tlj'-ir :-<;aiitily dressed descendants of the present dav, A 
i'lj.f: Iridv. in tho-^e times, waddled under more clothes, even onafsur 
hninin^rr'.s day. than would have clad the whole bevy of a modern 
l^all-jooiji. Nor were thev the less admired bv the erentlemen in 
frf^ii-f-quenoe thereof. On the contrarv. the jrreatness of a lover's 
pa -ion heeined to increase in proportion to the magnitude of it= 
oljj'fct — and a voluminous damsel, arrayed in a dozen of petticoats 
wji^ declared by a Low Dutch sonneteer of the province to be 
radiant as a sunflower, and luxuriant as a full >blown cabbage. 
(,'erljiin it is, that in those days the heart of a lover could not con- 
tain Mion*. tlian one lady at a time ; whereas the heart of a modem 
/jalhiiit liarj often room enough to acconmiodate half a dozen. 
'I'll*: nta.son (if whicli I conclude to be, that either the hearts of the 
j.'<iillc.nic;n hav(; grown larger, or the persons of the ladies smaller 
"- iI/h, ljow(;ver, is a question for physiologists to determine. 

I Jut lln'rc. was a secret charm in these petticoats, Avhich, no 
tloiihl, (iiitcrrd into the consideration of the prudent gallants. The 
\v.Mrdi(»h<* of a huly was in those days her only fortune; and she 
wln> had a good stock of petticoats and stockings, was as abso- 
\\\W\\j an liciriss iis is ji Kamschatka damsel with a store of bear 
r-kins, or a Lapland belle with a plenty of reindeer. The ladies, 
linnlnrc, wen* very anxious to display these powerful attractions 
lo il»«' ^»n*atr>t advantage; and the best rooms in the house, in- 
rhud of hring adorned with caricatures of dame Nature, in water- 
tul.M> an«l ni'<-dl('-work, were always hung round with abundance 
nl" lu)nn>pun garnu-nts, the manufacture and the property of thefe- 
hlall•^ a piece of laudable ostentation that still prevails among 
tlje lieiresses of our Dutch villages. 
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The gentlemen, in fact, wlio figured in the circles of the gay 
d in these ancient times, corresponded, in most particulars^ 

the beauteous damsels whose smiles they were ambitious to 
rve. True it is, their merits would make but a very inconsi- 
•ble impression upon the heart of a modern fair ; they neither 
e their curricles nor sported their tandems, for as yet those 
ly vehicles were not even dreamt of — ^neither did they distinguish 
iselves by their brilliancy at the table, and their consequent 
ontres with watchmen, for our forefathers were of too pacific 
sposition to need those guardians of the night, every soul 
ughout the town being sound asleep before nine o'clock, 
her did they establish their claims to gentility at the expense 
tieir taUors — ^for as yet those offenders against the pockets of 
»ty, and the tranquillity of all aspiring young gentlemen, were 
lown in New- Amsterdam ; every good housewife made the 
les of her husband and family, and even the goede vrouw of 

Twiller himself thought it no disparagement to cut out her 

>and*s linsey-woolsey galligaskins. 

j»*-.iiip*fc 

Not but what there were some two or three youngsters who 
ifested the first dawning of what is called fire and spirit ; who 
all labor in contempt ; skulked about docks and market pla- 
loitered in the sunshine ; squandered what little money they 
d procure at hustle-cap and chuck-farthing ; swore, boxed, 
;ht cocks, and raced their neighbor s horses — ^in short, who 
nised to be the wonder, the talk, and abomination of the 
1, had not their stylish career been unfortunately cut short by 
iffair of honor with a whipping-post. 

Far other, however, was the truly fashionable gentleman of 
e days — ^his dress, which served for both morning and eve- 
5, street and drawing-room, was a linsey-woolsey coat, made, 
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perhaps, bj the fair hands of the mistress of his affections, and 
gallantly bedecked with abundance of large brass buttons — ^hall 
a score of breeches heightened the proportions of his figure — his 
shix.'s were decorated by enormous copper buckles — a low-crowned 
broiid-briiumed hat overshadowed his burly visage, and his hair 
(laiigl<Ml down his back in a prodigious queue of eelskin. 

Thus equipped, he would manfully sally forth with pipe in 
mouth to besiege some fair damseFs obdurate heart — not such a 
p'qxt, good reader, as that which Acis did sweetly tune in praise 
of his Galatea, but one of true Delft manufacture, and furnished 
with a charge of fragrant tobacco. With this would he reso- 
lutely set himself down before the fortress, and rarely failed, in 
the process of time, to smoke the fair enemy into a surrender. 
\q)oii honorable terms. 

Such was the happy reign of Wouter Van Twiller, celebrated 
in many a long forgotten song as the real golden age, the rest 
bein^ nothing but counterfeit copper-washed coin. In that de- 
li «j:htful period, a sweet and holy calm reigned over the whole 
])rovince. The burgomjister smoked his pipe in peace — the sub- 
stantial solace of his domestic cares, after her daily toils were 
(lone, sat soberly at the door, with her arms crossed over her 
apron of snowy white, without being insulted by ribald street- 
walkers or vagabond boys — those unlucky urchins, who do ?o 
infest our >t reels, displaying under the roses of youth the thorn? 
an<l bricTs of iniquity. Then it was that the lover with ten 
bn'eches, and the damsel with petticoats of half a score, indulged 
in all th(» innocent endearments of virtuous love without fear and 
without reproach ; for what had that virtue to fear, which was 
defended by a shield of good Imsey-woolseys, equal at least to the 
seven bull-hides of the invincible Ajax ? 
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Ah blissful, and never to be forgotten age ! when every thing 
iras better than it has ever been since, or ever will be again — 
[Then Buttermilk Channel was quite dry at low water — when the 
had in the Hudson were all salmon, and when the moon shone 
with a pure and resplendent whiteness, instead of that mela^holy 
^ellow light which is the consequence of her sickening at the 
ibominations she every night witnesses in this degenerate city ! 

Happy would it have been for New- Amsterdam could it 
Iways have existed in this state of blissful ignorance and lowly 
implicity, but alas ! the days of childhood are too sweet to last I 
}ities, like men, grow out of them in time, and are doomed alike 
grow into the bustle, the cares, and miseries of the world. Let 
10 man congratulate himself, when he beholds the child of his 
K>som or the city of his birth increasing in magnitude and im- 
K)rtance — ^let the history of his own life teach him the dSngers of 
be one, and this excellent litde history of Manna-hata convince 
im of the calamities of the other. 



CHAPTER V. 

OF THE FOUNDING OF FORT AUBANIA OP THE MTSTEBIES OP 

THE HUDSON — OF THE ABRIVAL OF THE PATBOON KILL1A5 
VAN RENSELLAER ; HIS LORDLY DESCENT UPOX THE EABIH. 
AND HIS INTRODUCTION OF CLUB-LAW. 

It hai> already been mentioned that, in the early times of Oloffe 
the Dreamer, a frontier post, or trading-house, called Fort Aara- 
nia, had been established on the upper waters of the Hudson, pre- 
cisely on the site of the present venerable city of Albany ; wluch 
was at that time considered at the very end of the habitable worid. 
It was, indeed, a remote possession with which, for a long time. 
New-Amsterdam lield but little intercourse. Now and then the 
*• Company's Yacht," as it was called, was sent to the Fort with 
supplies, and to bring away the peltries which had been purchased 
of the Indians. It was like an expedition to the Indias, or the 
North Pole, and always made great talk in the settlement. Some- 
times an adventurous burgher would accompany the expedition, 
to the great uneasiness of his friends ; but, on his return, had «o 
many stories to tell of storms and tempests on the Tappaan Zee : 
of hobgoblins in the Highlands and at the Devils Dans Kan- 
mer, and of all the other wonders and perils with which the rivfr 
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bounded in those early days, that he deterred the less adveiip 
urous inhabitants from following his example. 

Matters were in this state, when, one day, as Walter the 
>oubter and his burgermeesters were smoking and pondering over 
he affiurs of the province, they were roused by the report of a 
»nnon. Sallying forth, they beheld a strange vessel at anchor 
n the bay. It was unquestionably of Dutch build ; broad bot- 
omed and high pooped, and bore the flag of their High JkGghti- 
lesses at the mast-head. 

After a while a boat put off for land, and a stranger stepped 
m shore, a lofty, lordly kind of man, tall and dry, with a meagre 
face, ftimished with huge moustaches. He was clad in Flemish 
loublet and hose, and an insufferably tall hat, with a cocktail 
feather. Such was the patroon Killian Van Rensellaer, who 
tiad come out from Holland to found a colony or patroonship on a 
^eat tract of wild land, granted to him by their High Mighti- 
lesses the Lords States General, in the upper regions of the 
Hudson. 

Killian Van Rensellaer was a nine days' wonder in New- 
Ajnsterdam ; for he carried a high head, looked down upon the 
pordy, short-legged burgomasters, and owned no allegiance to the 
governor himself; boasting that he held his patroonship directly 
&om the Lords States General. 

He tarried but a short time in New-Amsterdam ; merely to 
beat up recruits for his colony. Few, however, ventured to enlist 
for those remote and savage regions ; and when they embarked, 
their friends took leave of them as if they should never see them 
more ; and stood gazing with tearftil eye as the stout, roimd- 
stomed little vessel ploughed and splashed its way up the Hudson, 
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with great noise and little progress, takiiig nearly a day to get 
out of sight of the city. 

And now, from time to time, floated down tidings to the Mib- 
hattoes of the growing importance of this new colony. Everr 
account represented Killian Van Rensellaer as rising in impcfftr 
ance and becoming a mighty patroon in the land. He had received 
more recruits from Holland. His patroonship of Rensellaer- 
wick lay immediately below Fort Aorania, and extended for 
several miles on each side of the Hndson, beside embracing the 
mountainous region of the Helderberg. Over all this he claimed 
to hold separate jurisdiction independent of the colonial aathori- 
ties at New- Amsterdam. 

All these assumptions of authority were duly reported to 
Governor Van Twiller and his council, by dispatches fix)m Fort 
Aurania ; at each new report the governor and bis ooonseUors 
looked at each other, raised their eyebrows, gave an extra pnff or 
two of smoke, and then relapsed into their nsnal tranquillity. 

At length tidings came that the patroon of RenseUaerwidL 
had extended his usurpations along the river, beyond the limitd 
granted him by their High Mightinesses ; and that he bad even 
seized upon a rocky island in the Hudson, commonly known by 
the name of Beam or Bear's Island ; where he was erectiDg • 
fortress to be called by the lordly name of Rensellaerstein. 

"Wouter Van Twiller was roused by this intelligence. After 
consulting with his burgomasters, he dispatched a letter to the 
patroon of Rensellaerwick, demanding by what right he btd 
Seized upon this island, which lay beyond the bounds of his pft- 
troonship. The answer of Killian Van Rensellaer was in his 
own lordly style, " By wapen recht P' that is to say, by the r^ 
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ms, or, in common parlance, bj club-law. ThiB answer 
;ed the worthy Wouter in one of the deepest doubts he had 
i whole course of his administration ; in the meantime, while 
;er doubted, the lordly Eallian went on to finish his fortress 
3nsellaerstein, about which I foresee I shall have something 
x)rd in a future chapter of this most eventful histoij. 



CHAPTER VL 

IN WHICH THE READER IS BEGUILED INTO A DELECTABLE 
WALK, WHICH ENDS VERT DIFPERENTLY FROM WHAT IT 
COMMENCED. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and foar, 
on a fine afternoon in the glowing month of September, I took 
my customary walk upon the battery, which is at once the pride 
and bulwark of this ancient and impregnable city of New-Tort 
The ground on which I trod was hallowed by recollections of the 
past, and as I slowly wandered through the long alley of poplars, 
which, like so many birch brooms standing on end, diffused • 
melancholy and lugubrious shade, my imagination drew a contrast 
between the surrounding scenery, and what it was in the classic 
days of our forefathers. Where the government house by name, 
but the custom house by occupation, proudly reared its brick 
walls and wooden pillars, there whilom stood the low, but sub- 
stantial, red-tiled mansion of the renowned TVouter Van Twillei. 
Around it the mighty bulwarks of Fort Amsterdam frowned defi- 
ance to every absent foe ; but, like many a whiskered warrior and 
gallant militia captain, confined their martial deeds to frowns 
alone. The mud breastworks had long been leveled with the 
earth, and their site converted into the green lawns and leafy 
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bUctb of the battery ; where the gay apprentice sported his Sun- 
day coat, and the laborious mechanic, relieved from the dirt and 
drudgery of the week, poured his weekly tale of love into the 
Lalf averted ear of the sentimental chambermaid. The capacious 
bay still presented the same expansive sheet of water, studded 
with islands, sprinkled with fishing boats, and bounded by shores 
of picturesque beauty. But the dark forests which once clothed 
those shores had been violated by the savage hand of cultivation, 
and their tangled mazes, and impenetrable thickets, had degen- 
erated into teeming orchards and waving fields of grain. Even 
Governor's Island, once a smiling garden, appertaining to the 
sovereigns of the province, was now covered with fortifications, 
inclosing a tremendous block-house — so that this once peaceful 
island resembled a fierce little warrior in a big cocked hat, breath- 
ing gunpowder and defiance to the world ! 

For some time did I indulge in a pensive train of thought ; 
contrasting, in sober sadness, the present day with the hallowed 
years behind the mountains ; lamenting the melancholy progress 
of improvement, and praising the zeal with which our worthy 
burghers endeavor to preserve the wrecks of venerable customs, 
prejudices, and errors, from the overwhelming tide of modem 
innovation — ^when by degrees my ideas took a difierent turn, 
and I insensibly awakened to an enjoyment of the beauties 
around me. 

It was one of those rich autumnal days which heaven par- 
ticularly bestows upon the beauteous island of Manna-hata and 
its vicinity — not a floating cloud obscured the azure firmament— 
the sun, rolling in glorious splendor through his ethereal course, 
seemed to expand his honest Dutch countenance into an unusual 
expression of benevolence, as he smiled his evening salutation 
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upon a city which he delights to visit with his most bounteoo« 
beams — the very winds seemed to hold in their breaths in mate 
attention, lest thej should ruffle the tranquillity of the hour— and 
tlio waveless bosom of the bay presented a polished minor, ir. 
which nature beheld herself and smiled. The standard of oar 
fity. reserved like a choice handkerchief, for days of gala, hunz 
motionless on the flag-staff, which forms the handle of a gigantic 
chum ; and even the tremulous leaves of the poplar and the aspen 
ceased to vibrate to the breath of heaven. Every thing seemed 
to acquiesce in the profound repose of nature. The formidable 
ciglitcen-pounders slept in the embrazures of the wooden batte 
ries, seemingly gathering fresh strength to fight the battles of 
their country on the next fourth of July — ^the solitary dram on 
Governor's Island forgot to call the garrison to their shaveii — the 
evening gun had not yet sounded its signal for all the regular 
well-meaning poultry throughout the country to go to roost ; and 
the fleet of canoes at anchor between Gibbet Island and Comma- 
nipaw, slumbered on their rakes, and suffered the innocent oysters 
to lie for a while unmolested in the soft mud of their native 
l;anks I — My own feelings sympathized with the contagions tran- 
fjuillity, and I should infallibly have dozed upon one of those frag- 
ments of benches, which our benevolent magistrates have provided 
for the benefit of convalescent loungers, had not the extraordinary 
inconvenience of the couch set all repose at defiance. 

In the midst of this slumber of the soul, my attention was at- 
tracted to a ]>la(!k speck, peering above the western horizon, just 
in tlif; rear of I5ergen steeple — gradually it augments and over- 
lianirs tlie would-be cities of Jer.^'V, Ilarsimus, and Hoboken* 
whicli, like three jockies, are starting on the course of existence, 
and jostling each other at the commencement of the race. Now 
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it skirts the long shore of ancient Pavonia, spreading its wide 
shadows from the high settlements of Weehawk quite to the laza- 
retto and quarantine, erected by the sagacity of our police, for the 
embarrassment of conunerce — now it climbs the serene vault of 
heaven, cloud rolling over cloud, shrouding the orb of day, dark- 
ening the vast expanse, and bearing thunder and hail and tempest 
in its- bosom. The earth seems agitated at the confusion of the 
heavens — the late waveless mirror is lashed into furious waves 
that roll in hollow murmurs to the shore — the oyster boats that 
erst sported in the placid vicinity of Gibbet Island, now hurry 
affrighted to the land — ^the poplar writhes and twists and whistles 
in the blast — torrents of drenching rain and sounding hail deluge 
the battery walks — ^the gates are thronged by apprentices, servant 
maids, and little Frenchmen, with pocket handkerchiefs over their 
hats, scampering from the storm — the late beauteous prospect 
presents one scene of anarchy and wild uproar, as though ol4 
Chaos had resumed his reign, and was hurling back into one vast 
turmoil the conflicting elements of nature. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or remained boldly 
at my post, as our gallant train-band captains, who march their 
soldiers through the rain without flinching, are points which I 
leave to the conjecture of the reader. It is possible he may be a 
little perplexed also to know the reason why I introduced this 
tremendous tempest to disturb the serenity of my work. On this 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct his ignorance. The pano- *• 
rama view of the battery -was given merely to gratify the reader 
with a correct description of that celebrated place, and the parts 
adjacent — secondly, the storm was played off partly to give a 
little bustle and life to this tranquil part of my work, and to keep 

8* 
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my drowsy readers from faUing asleep — and partly to serve tt 
an overture to the tempestuous times which are about to assail ihe 
pacific province of Nieuw-Nederlandts — and which overhang the 
slumbrous administration of the renowned Wbuter Van TwiDer. 
It is thus the experienced playwright puts all the fiddles, the 
French-homs, the kettle-drums, and trumpets of his orchestra in 
requisition, to usher in one of those horrible and brimstone up- 
roars called Melodrames — and it is thus he discharges his thunder, 
his lightning, his rosin, and saltpetre, preparatory to the rising of 
a ghost, or the murdering of a hero. — ^We will now proceed with 
our history. 

Whatever may be advanced by philosophers to the oontrarr, 
I am of opinion that, ss to nations, the old maxim, that " honesty 
is the best policy," is a sheer and ruinous mistake. It might have 
answered well enough in the honest times when it was made; 
but in these degenerate days, if a nation pretends to rely merely 
upon the justice of its dealings, it will fare something like the 
honest man who fell among thieves, and found his honesty a poor 
I)rotection against bad company. Such, at least, was the case with 
the guileless government of the New-Netherlands ; which, like a 
worthy unsuspicious old burgher, quietly settled itself down in 
the city of New- Amsterdam, as into a snug elbow chair — and fell 
into a comfortable nap — while, in the meantime, its canning 
neighbors stepped in and picked its 'pockets. In a word, we may 
ascribe the commencement of all the woes of this great province, 
and its magnificent metropolis, to the tranquil security, or, to 
speak more accurately, to the unfortunate honesty of its govern- 
ment. But as I dislike to begin an important part of my history 
towards the end of a chapter ; and as my readers, like myself, 
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doubtless be exceedingly fatigued with the long walk we 
taken, and the tempest we have sustained — ^I hold it meet 
lut up the book, smoke a pipe, and having thus refreshed 
pirits, take a fair start in a new chapter. 



CHAPTER VIL 

FAITHFULLY DESCRIBING THE INGENIOUS PEOPLE OP C055EC- 

TICUT AND THEREABOUTS SHOWING, MOREOTER, THE TBU* 

MEANING OF LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, AND A CURIOC3 DE- 
VICE AMONG THESE STURDY BARBARIANS, TO KEEP UP A 
HARMONY OF INTERCOURSE, AND PROMOTE POPULATION. 

That my readers may the more fiilly comprehend the extent of 
the calamity, at this very moment impending over the honest, 
iin?u>pecting province of Xieuw-Nederlandts, and its dabiooa 
governor, it is necessarj* that I should give some account of » 
horde of strange barbarians, bordering upon the eastern frontier. 

Now so it came to pass, that many years previous to the time 
of y> Iiicli we are treating, the sage cabinet of England had adopted 
a certain national creed, a kind of public walk of faith, or rather 
a religious turnpike, in which everj' loyal subject was directed to 
travel to Zion — taking care to pay the toll-gatherers by the way. 

Albeit a certain shrewd race of men, being very much given 
to indulge their own opinions on all manner of subjects (a pro- 
pensity exceedingly offensive to your free governments of Europe), 
did most presumptuously dare to think for themselves in matters 
of relijrion, exercisinju what thev considered a natural and miex- 
tiniruishable rijrht — the libertv of conscience. 

As, however, they possessed that ingenuous habit of mind 
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^ch always thinks aloud ; which rides cock-a-hoop on the tongue, 
^^ is for ever galloping into other people's ears, it naturtdly fol- 
ded that their liberty of conscience likewise implied liberty of 
^eech, which being freely indulged, soon put the country in a hub- 
Ub, and aroused the pious indignation of the vigilant fathers of 
ie church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, which 
I those days were considered efficacious in bringing back stray 
leep to the fold ; that is to say, they were coaxed, they were ad- 
onished, they were menaced, they were buffeted — line upon line, 
ecept upon precept, lash upon lash, here a little and there a 
eat deal, 'were exhausted without mercy, and without success ; 
itil the worthy pastors of the church, wearied out by their un- 
.ralleled stubbornness, were driven in the excess of their tender 
3rcy, to adopt the Scripture text, and literally to " heap live 
ibers on their heads." 

Nothing, however, could subdue that independence of the 
ague which has ever distinguished this singular race, so that, 
.ther than subject that heroic member to further tyranny, they 
le and all embarked for the wilderness of America, to enjoy, un- 
olested, the inestimable right of talking. And, in fact, no sooner 
d they land upon the shore of this free-spoken country, than 
ley all lifted up their voices, and made such a clamor of tongues, 
lat we are told they frightened every bird and beast out of the 
3ighborhood, and struck such mute terror into certain fish, that 
ley have been called dumb-Jisk ever since. 

This may appear marvelous, but it is nevertheless true, in 
roof of which I would observe, that the dumb-fish has ever since 
ecome an object of superstitious reverence, and forms the Sat- ^ 
rday's dinner of every true Yankee. 
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The simple aborigines of the land for a while contemplated 
these strange folk in utter astonishment, but discoTering that they 
'w'ieMod harmless, though noisy weapons, and were a lively, inge- 
nious, good-humored race of men, they became very friendly and 
\ sociable, and gave them the name of Tanohies, which in the Mjd«- 
Tchusacg (or Massachusett) language signifies 5i/!e7i^ m^n — a wag- 
gish appellation, since shortened into the familiar epithet of Ya5- 
kp:es, which they retain unto the present day. 

True it is, and my fidelity as a historian will not allow me to 
pass over the fact, that having served a regular apprenticeship in 
tlie school of persecution, these ingenious people soon showed that 
tliey had become masters of the art. The great majority were 
of one particular mode of thinking in matters of religion ; but to 
their great surprise and indignation, they found that divers 
papists, quakers and anabaptists were springing up among them, 
and all claiming to use the liberty of speech. This was at once pro- 
nounced a daring abuse of the liberty of conscience ; which they 
now insisted was nothing more than the liberty to think as one 
pleased in matters of religion — provided one thought right; for 
otherwise it would be gi\nng a latitude to damnable heresies. 
Now a<? they, the majority, were convinced that they alone thought 
rio^ht. it consequently followed, that whoever thought different 
from them thoufrht wrong — and whoever thought wrong, and ob- 
stinately persisted in not being convinced and converted, was a 
flajrrant violator of the inestimable liberty of conscience, and a cor- 
rui)t and infectious member of the body politic, and deserved to be 
lopi)ed off and cast into the fire. The consequence of all which 
was a fier}' persecution of divers sects, and especiaUy of quaker«. 

Now 1*11 warrant there are hosts of my readers, ready at once 
to lift up their hands and eyes, with that virtuous indi{ 
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bich we contemplate the faults and errors of our neighbors, and 
exclaini at the preposterous idea of convincing the mind hj 
rmenting the body, and establishing the doctrine of charity and 
xbeaxance by intolerant persecution. But in simple truth, what 
•e we doing at this very day, and in this very enlightened na- 
>n, but acting upon the very same principle in our political con- 
oversies ? Have we not within but a few years released our- 
Ives from the shackles of a govenunent which cruelly denied us 
te privilege of governing ourselves, and using in full latitude that 
valuable member, the tongue ? and are we not at this very mo- 
ent striving our best to tyrannize over the opinions, tie up the 
ugaeSy and ruin the fortunes of one another ? What are our 
reat political societies, but mere political inquisitions— our pot- 
yase committees but little tribunals of denunciation— our news- 
Eipers but mere whipping-posts and pillories, where unfortunate 
idividuals are pelted with rotten eggs — and our coundl of ap- 
ointment, but a grand auto dafe, where culprits are annually sa- 
cificed for their political heresies ? 

Where then is the difference in principle between our measures 
nd those you are so ready to condenm among the people I am 
realing of? There is none; the difference is merely drcum- 
tantiaL — Thus we denounce^ instead of banishing — ^we lihelj in- 
tead of scourging — we turn out of office, instead of hanging*— 
nd where they burnt an offender in proper person, we either 
or and feather or hum him in effigy^ — ^this political persecution 
»eing, somehow or other, the grand palladium of our liberties, and 
ji incontrovertible proof that this is a free country ! 

But notwithstanding the fervent zeal with which fEis holy war 
vsa prosecuted against the whole race of unbelievers, we do not 
ind that the population of this new colony was in anywise bin- 
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^Ihr^A *\if'.Tf-:)Y ', on the ix>n:raTy. the v multiplied to a decree whidi 
wo j>l \,f: iriorr iir/ir to anv man unacquainted with the marveloos 
f^r'-.jr.'lirv or* tiils ^rowinjj oountrv. 

Thi- amazing inorea-i*? ma v. indeed, be partly ascribed to a ac- 
;.'-jl;ir ou-rom prcrvalent among them, commonlv known bv ihe 
w.iui'; of* hundling. — a superstitious rite observed bv the voni2 
w-<}u\<'. of* both rcxf,-*, with which thev usuallv terminated ihei: 
f<;-.tivitif:-; ; and vvliich was kept up with religious stricmess bj 
\\\(', r/ion; bigoted part of the community. This ceremony wse 
lik^wis^-, in those primitive times, considered as an indispe-- 
w.\h\i'. f»i(;lirninary to matrimony; their courtships commeEclnz 
\\\\iY(\ ours usually finish — by which means they acquired thai in- 
\\\\v,\\(\ ',u'.i\\v,\\\\\'M\i'.it with each others' good qualities before ma-"- 
ri;i;'r', wliich hfis been pronounced by philosophers the sure basis 
(»r .'L hn|)[)y union. Thus eariy did this cunning and ingenious 
pr()|»l«- di-|)hiy a shrewdness of making a bargain, which has c-tci 
..lin'<' distini'nished them — and a strict adherence to the good old 
vul^^jir niuxini about "buying a pig in a poke." 

Tn tills sa^^aeious custom, therefore, do I chiefly attribute the 
iin|)jirnllrh'<| in<'n-ase of the Yanokie or Yankee race; for it is 
11 (•< rfMiM Hh't, well authenticated by court records and parish re 
I'i ii r-, iliMt wlicrever the practice of bundling prevailed, there 
wii . Mil arniizing number of sturdy brats annually bom unto the 
Sijifo, without the license of the law, or the benefit of clersrr. 
Nriihrr did th« irregularity of their birth operate in the least to 
tliiMi- ili^panigenn'Tit. On the contrary, they grew up a long-sideA 
vww hnrird, h.'irdy race of whoreson whalers, wood-cutters, fisher- 
mm. nnd pcdlors, and strapping corn-fed wenches; who by their 
nnitrd eflnrts tended marvelously towards peopling those notable 
(lAofA of country called Nantucket, Piscataway, and Cf^ Cod. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

HOW THESE SINGULAR BABBABIANS TURNED OUT TO BE NO- 
TORIOUS SQUATTERS — ^HOW THEY BUILT AIR OASTLBS, AND 
ATTEMPTED TO INITIATE THE NEDBRLANDBRS INTO THE 
MYSTERY OP BUNDLING. 

In the last chapter I have given a faithful and unprejudiced 
account of the origin of that singular race of people, inhabiting 
the country eastward of the Nieuw-Nederlandts ; but I have yet 
to mention certain peculiar habits which rendered them exceed- 
ingly annoying to our ever honored Dutch ancestors. 

The most prominent of these was a certain rambling propen- 
sity; with which, like the sons of Ishmael, they seem to have been 
gifted by heaven, and which continually goads them on, to shift 
their residence from place to place, so that a Yankee fatmer is 
in a constant state of migration ; tarrying occasionally here and 
there ; clearing lands for other people to enjoy, building houses 
for others to inhabit, and in a manner may be considered the 
wandering Arab of America. 

^ BKs first thought, on coining to the years of manhood, is to 
settle himself in the world — which means nothing more nor less 
than to begin his rambles. To this end he takes unto himself for 
a wife some buxom country heiress, passing rich in red ribands, 
^088 beads, and mock tortoise-shell combs, with a white gown 
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and morocco shoes for Sandav. and deeply skilled in the mjsterf 
of making apple sweatmeats. long sauce, and pumpkin pie. 

Having thus provided himself, like a pedler with a hexrj 
knajf'^ack. wherewith to regale his shoulders through the joaneT 
of lif»?, he literallv sets out on the peregrination. His whole 
familv. household furniture, and farming utensils, are hoisted into 
a covered cart ; Lis own and his wife's wardrobe packed up in a 
firkin — which done, he shoulders his axe, takes staff in hand, 
whistles " yankee doodle." and trudges off to the woods, as confi- 
dent of the protection of Providence, and reiving as cheerfollj 
upon his own resources, as did ever a patriarch of yore, when he 
journeyed into a strange country of the Gentiles. Having buried 
himself in the \vildemess, he builds himself a log hut, clears away 
a cornfield and potato patch, and Pro^ddence smiling upon his 
labors, is soon surrounded by a snug farm and some half a score 
of flaxen-headed urchins, who. by their size, seem to have sprung 
all at once out of the earth, like a crop of toadstools. 

But it is not the nature of this most indefatigable of specula- 
tors to rest contented with any state of sublunary enjoyment — 
improvement is his darling passion, and having thus improved his 
lands, the next care is to provide a mansion worthy the residence 
of a landholder. A huge palace of pine boards immediately 
springs up in the midst of the wilderness, large enough for a par- 
ish church, and furnished with windows of all dimensions, but so 
rickety and flimsy withal, that every blast gives it a fit of the 
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By the time the outside of this mighty air castle is completed, 
either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer are exhausted, so 
that he barely manages to half finish one room within, where the 
whole family burrow together — while the rest of the house i» 
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voted to the curing of pumpkins, or storing of carrots and pota- 
38, and is decorated with fanciful festoons* of dried apples and 
caches. The outside remaining impainted, grows venerably 
ack with time ; the family wardrobe is laid under contribution 
r old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff into the broken win- 
rws, while the four winds of heaven keep up a whistling and 
>'wling about this aerial palace, and play as many unruly gam- 
>ls as they did of yore in the cave of old JEiohis, 

The humble log hut, which whilom nestled this improving 
jmily snugly within its narrow but comfortable walls, stands hard 
fy in ignominious contrast, degraded into a cow-house or pig- 
,y ; and the whole scene reminds one forcibly of a fable, which 
am surprised has never been recorded, of an aspiring snail, who 
bandoned his humble habitation, which he had long filled with 
reat respectability, to crawl into the empty shell of a lobster — 
rhere he would no doubt have resided with great style and splen- 
or, the envy and the hate of all the painstaking snails in the 
eighborhood, had he €iot perished with cold, in one comer of his 
tupendous mansion. 

Being thus completely settled, and, to use his own words, " to 
ights," one would imagine that he would begin to enjoy the com- 
orts of his situation, to read newspapers, talk politics, neglect his 
>wn business, and attend to the affairs of the nation, like a useful 
jid patriotic citizen ; but now it is that his wayward disposition 
legins again to operate. He soon grows tired of a spot where 
here is no longer any room for improvement — sells his farm, air 
Astie, petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shoulders his 
Lxe, puts himself at the head of his family, and wanders away in 
earch of new lands — again to feU trees — ^again to dear cornfields 
—again to build a shingle palace, and again to sell off and wander. 



188 HISTORY OP NEW-YORC 



Such were the people of Connecticat^ who bordered upon fla 
eastern frontier of N^w-Netherlands, and my readers may earilj 
imagine what uncomfortable neighbors this light-hearted but rest- 
less tribe must have been to our tranquil progenitors. If they 
cannot, I would ask them, if they have ever known one of oar 
regular, well-organized Dutch families, whom it hath pleased 
lieaven to afflict with the neighborhood of a French boarding- 
liouse ? The honest old burgher cannot take his afternoon's pipe 
on the bench before his door, but he is persecuted with the 
scraping of fiddles, the chattering of women, and the squalling of 
cliiklren — he cannot sleep at night for the horrible melodies of 
some amateur, who chooses to serenade the moon, and display his 
terrible proficiency in execution^ on the clarionet, haatboj, or 
some other soft-toned instrument — ^nor can he leave the street 
door open, but his house is defiled by the unsavory visits of a 
troop of pup dogs, who even sometimes carry their loathsome 
ravages into the sanctum sanctorum, the parlor ! 

If my readers have ever witnessed thp sufferings of sach * 
family, so situated, they may form some idea how our worthy in- 
eestors were distressed by their mercurial neighbors of Connec- 
ticut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated into the 
New-Netherland settlements, and threw whole villages into con- 
sternation by their unparalleled volubility, and their intolerable 
inquisitiveness — two evil habits hitherto unknown in those parts, 
or onlv known to be abhorred ; for our ancestors were noted as 
being men of truly Spartan taciturnity, and who neither knew 
nor eared aught about any })wly's concerns but their own. Manv 
enormities were committed on the highways, where several un- 
offending burghers were brought to a stand, and tortured with 
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jigaestioiis and guesses, which outrages occasioned as much yexa- 
^taon and heart-burning as does the modem right of search on the 
Idgh seas. 

^ Great jealousy did they likewise stir up, by their intermed- 
dling and successes among the divine sex ; for being a race of 
brisk, likely, pleasant-tongued varlets, they soon seduced th^ 
light affections of the simple damsels from their ponderous 
I>utch gallants. Among other hideous customs, they attempted 
to introduce among them that of Jmndling, which the Dutch 
lasses of the Nederlandts, with that eager passion for novelty 
and foreign fashions natural to their sex, seemed very well in- 
clined to follow, but that their mothers, being more experienced 
in the world, and better acquainted with men and things, strenu- 
ously discountenanced all such outlandish inno)pi,tions. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with these 
strange folk, was an unwarrantable liberty which they occasion- 
ally took of entering in hordes into the territories of the New- 
Netherlands, and settling themselves down, without leave or li- 
cense, to improve the land, in the manner I have before noticed. 
This unceremonious mode of taking possession of new land was 
technically termed sqtMztting, and hence is derived the appellation 
of squatters ; a name odious in the ears of all great landhold- 
ers, and which is given to those enterprising worthies who seize 
upon land first, and take their chance to make good their title to 
it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which were constantly 
accumulating, tended to form that dark and portentous cloud, 
which, as I observed in a former chapter, was slowly gathering 
over the tranquil province of New-Netherlands. The pacific 
cabinet of Van Twiller, however, as will be perceived in the se- 
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quel, bore them all with a magnaniimtj that redounds to thdr 
immortal credit — becoming by passiye endurance inured to the 
increasing mass of wrongs ; like that mighty man of old, who bt 
dint of carrying about a calf from the tame it was bom, condnii- 
ed to carry it without difficulty when it had grown to be an ox. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE FOBT GOED HOOP WAS FEABFULLT BELBAGUEBED— 
>W THE BENOWNED WOUTEB PELL INTO A PBOFOUND 
>UBT, AND HOW HE FINALLY EVAPOBATED, 

lis time my readers must failj perceive what an arduous 
have undertaken — exploring a little kind of Herculaneum 
tory, which had lain nearly for ages buried under the rub- 
f years, and ahnost totally forgotten — raking up the limbs 
ragments of disjointed facts, and endeavoring to put them 
dously together, so as to restore them to their original form 
onnection — ^now lugging forth the character of an almost 
ten hero, like a mutilated statue — now deciphering a half 
id inscription, and now lighting upon a mouldering monu- 
which, after painful study, scarce repays the trouble of 

a. 

such case how much has the reader to depend upon the 
and probity of his author, lest, like a cunning antiquarian^ 
lier impose upon him some spurious fabrication of his own, 
precious relic from antiquity—or else dress up the dismem- 
fragment with such false trappings, that it is scarcely pos- 
o distinguish the truth from the fiction with which it is en- 
jd. This is a grievance which I have more than once had 
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to '.^irr-^r.:. :l :he f>yir^ of mT wearisome researches among the 
Work- '.': II.V :.;'.>..w Li?:oriaiiSw who have strangely disguised and 
fi:=:<:r.'.-l :Le far:? re-jpeorln^ this country; and particulariy w- 
••;.'►:. ::r.„' thv groat province of New-Netherlands; as will be per- 
r-.-iv- i by any who will take the trouble to compare their roman- 
t: rrVi-ioMs. tricked out in the meretricious gauds of fable, wilk 
tiiis a;th»intio historv. 

m 

I liave Lad more vexations of the kind to encounter, in those 
T»art.- of mv historv' which treat of the transactions on the eastern 
bonl»:r. than in any other, in consequence of the troops of his- 
torians who have infested those quarters, and have shown the 
honr-t people of Nieuw-Nederlandts no mercy in their works. 
Among the rest, Mr. Benjamin Trumbull arrogantly declares. 
that *• the Dutch were always mere intruders." — ^Now to this I 
sliall make no otlier reply, than to proceed in the steady narration 
of my history, which \\'ill contain not only proofs that the Dntch 
Ijad Hear title and possession in the fair valleys of the Connecti- 
cut, and that they were wrongfully dispossessed thereof—hot 
likewise, that they have been scandalously maltreated ever since. 
])y the misrepresentations of the crafty historians of New-Eng- 
land. And in this I shall be guided by a spirit of truth and 
impartiality, and a regard to immortal fame — ^for I would not 
wittingly dishonor my work by a single falsehood, misrepresenta- 
tion, or prejudice, though it should gain our forefathers the 
whole country of New-England. 

T have already noticed in a former chapter of my historr, 
that the territories of the Nieuw-Nederlandts extended on the 
oa«^t, (jiiite to the Varshe or fresh, or Connecticut river. Here, 
at an early perio<l, liad been established a frontier post on the 
bank of the river, and called Fort Goed Hoop, not far from the 
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^ of the present fair city of Hartford. It was placed under the 
^mmand of Jacobus Van Curlet, or Curlis, as some historians 1/ 
"in have it ; a doughty soldier, of that stomachful class famous 
lor eating all they kill. He was long in the body and short in 
^e limb, as though a tall man's body had been mounted on a 
ttle man's legs. He made up for this turnspit construction by 
xiding to such an extent, that you would have sworn he had on 
le seven-leagued boots of Jack the Giant-killer ; and so high did 
3 tread on parade, that his soldiers were sometimes alarmed lest 
3 should trample himself under foot 

But notwithstanding the erection of this fort and the appoint- 
ent of this ugly little man of war as commander, the Yan- 
3es continued the interlopings hinted at in my last chapter, and 
, length had the audacity to sqtutt themselves down within the 
irisdiction of Fort Goed Hoop. 

The long-bodied Van Curlet protested with great spirit against 
lese unwarrantable encroachments, couching his protest in Low 
^ateh, by way of inspiring more terror, and forthwith dispatched 
copy of the protest to the governor at New- Amsterdam, together 
ith a long and bitter account of the aggressions of the enemy. 
"his done, he ordered his men, one and all, to be of good cheer — 
lut the gate of the fort, smoked three pipes, went to bed, and 
nraited the result with a resolute and intrepid tranquillity, that 
reatly animated his adherents, and no doubt struck sore dismay 
(id afiright into the hearts of the enemy. 

Now it came to pass, that about this time, the renowned 
Pouter Van Twiller, full of years and honors, and council din- 
ars, had reached that period of life and faculty which, according 
► the great Gulliver, entitles a man to admission into the ancient 

•der of Struldbruggs. He employed his time in smoking his 

9 
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Turkish pipe, amid an assemblage of sages, eqoallj enligli 
and nearly as venerable as himself, and who, for their s 
their gravity, their wisdom, and their cautious aversei 
coming to any conclusion in business, are only to be eqiu 
certain profound corporations which I have known in m 
Upon reading the protest of the gallant Jacobus Van 
tlierefore, his excellency fell straightway into one of the 
doubts that ever he was known to encounter ; his capacio 
gradually drooped on his chest, he closed his eyes, and 
his ear to one side, as if listening with great attention to 
cussion that was going on in his belly ; and which 
knew him declared to be the huge court-house or councils 
of his thouglits ; forming to his head what the house o 
sentatives does to the senate. An inarticulate sound, ve: 
resembling a snore, occasionally escaped him — ^but the n 
this internal cogitation was never known, as he never op 
lips on the subject to man, woman, or child. In the m 
the protest of Van Curlet laid quietly on the table, i 
served to light the pipes of the venerable sages assen 
council ; and in the great smoke which they raised, th< 
Jacobus, his protest, and his mighty fort Goed Hoop, w 
as completely beclouded and forgotten, as is a question c 
gency swallowed up in the speeches and resolutions of a 
session of Congress. 

There are certain emergencies when your profound le 
and sage deliberative councils are mightily in the way of a 
and when an ounce of hair-brained decision is worth a p 
sage doubt and cautious discussion. Such, at least, was th 
present ; for while the renoT\Tied Wouter Van Twiller n 
battling with his doubts, and his resolution growing wc« 
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[er in the contest, the enemy pushed farther and farther into 
''^ territories, and assumed a most formidable appearance in the 
^^^g^boriiood of fort Goed Hoop. Here they founded the mighty 
Omn of Pyquag^ or, as it has since been called, Weatkersfieldy a 
jllice which, if we may credit the assertions of that worthy histo- 
%Kny John Josselyn, Gent., '^ hath been infamous by reason of the 
^ildlies therein." — And so daring did these men of Pyquag be- 
MHne, that they extended those plantations of onions, for which 
lieir town is illustrious, under the very noses of the garrison of 
bit Goed Hoop — ^insomuch that the honest Dutchmen could not 
ook toward that quarter without tears in their eyes. 

This crying injustice was regarded with proper indignation by 
lie gallant Jacobus Van Curlet — He absolutely trembled with 
llie violence of his choler and the exacerbations of his valor; 
VTliich were the more turbulent in their workings, from the length 
of tiie body in which they were agitated. He forthwith proceeded 
to strengthen his redoubts, heighten his breastworks, deepen his 
fosse, and fortify his position with a double row of abbatis ; after 
which he dispatched a fresh courier with accounts of his perilous 
situation. 

The courier chosen to bear the dispatches was a fat oily little 
man, as being less liable to be worn out, or to lose leather on the 
journey ; and to insure his speed, he was mounted on the fleetest 
wagon horse in the garrison, remarkable for length of limb, large- 
ness of bone, and hardness of trot ; and so tall, that the little mes- 
senger was obliged to climb on his back by means of his tail and 
crupper. Such extraordinary speed did he make, that he arrived 
at fort Amsterdam in a little less than a month, though the dis- 
tance was full two hundred pipes, or about one hundred and 
twenty miles. 



k 
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With an appearance of great hurry and business, and smokioi 
a short traveling-pipe, he proceeded on a long swing tnl 
through the muddy lanes of the metropolis, demolishing vbok 
batchf.'.^ of dirt pies, which the little Dutch children were makag 
in thr' roa<l ; and for wliich kind of pastry the children of this citr 
hiivo frver been famous. On arriving at the governor's house, i* 
climbed down from his steed; roused the gray-headed door- 
keeper, old Skaats, who, like his lineal descendant and faithful re- 
])resentative, the venerable crier of our court, was nodding at hi? 
l)0-t — rattled at the door of the council chamber, and startled the 
members as they were dozing over a plan for establishing a pub- 
lic market. 

At that very moment a gentle grunt, or rather a deep-dravii 
snore, was heard from the chair of the governor ; a whiff of smokt 
was at the same instant observed to escape from his lip<, and a 
light eloud to ascend from the bowl of his pipe. The council, oi 
course, •iup[>o?ed him engaged in deep sleep for the good of the com- 
munity, and, according to custom in all such cases established, every 
man bawled out silence, when, of a sudden, the door flew opec 
and the little courier straddled into the apartment, cased to the 
njiddle in a pair of Hessian boots, which he had got into for the 
sakr; of expedition. In his right hand he held forth the ominoua 
di spat flies, and with his left he grasped firmly the waistband of 
his galligaskins, which had unfortunately given way, in the exer- 
tion of d<:sc<;nding from his horse. He stumped resolutely up to 
the governor, and with more hurry than perspicuity, delivered hi* 
message. But fortunately his ill tidings came too late to ruffle 
the tranfiuillity of this most tranquil of rulers. His veneraW*? 
tixcellency had just breathed and smoked hirt last — ^hiii lungs and 
his pipe having been exhausted together, and his peaceful coul 
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I escaped in the last whiff that curled from his tobacco pipe, 
'ord, the renowned Walter the Doubter, who ha3 so often 
3red with his contemporaries, now slept with his fathers, and 
Imus Kieft governed in his stead. 



BOOK> IV. 

Containing the chronicles of the reign of william 

the testy. 

CHAPTER I. 

SHOWING THE NATURE OP HISTORY IN GENERAL ; CONTAINING 
FARTHERMORE THE UNIVERSAL ACQUIREMENTS OF WILLIAH 
THE TESTY, AND HOW A MAN MAY LEARN SO MUCH AS TO 
BENDER HIMSELF GOOD FOR NOTHING. 

When the lofty Thucydides is about to enter upon his description 
of the plague that desolated Athens, one of his modem commen- 
tators assures the reader, that the history is now going to be ex- 
ceeding solemn, serious, and pathetic ; and hints, with that air of 
chuckling gratulation with which a good dame draws forth a choice 
morsel fix)m a cupboard to regale a favorite, that this plague will 
give his history a most agreeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me, when I came 
to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hope, which I at once 
perceived to be the forerunner of a series of great events and en- 
tertaining disasters. Such are the true subjects for the historic 
• pen. For what is history, in fact, but a kind of Newgate calen- 
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dar. a register of the crimes and miseries that man has inflicted 
on liis fellow man ? It iJ a huge libel on human nature, to which 
we industriously a<ld page after page, volume after volnne, 
a« if w(,* were building up a monument to the honor, rather thaa 
the infjiiny of our species. If we turn over the pages of the* 
chronleh'S tliat man has written of himself, what are the chanc- 
U:v< dJL'nified by the appellation of great, and held up to the admi- 
ration r)f posterity ? Tyrants, robbers, conquerors, renowned only 
for the magnitude of their misdeeds, and the stupendous wrongs 
and miseries they liavc inflicted on mankind — warriors, who have 
liired themselves to the trade of blood, not from motives of virtnous 
put riot ism, or to protect the injured and defenceless, but merely to 
fjriun tlie vaunted glory of being adroit and successful in inas?a- 
crinir their fellow-beings ! What are the great events that con- 
stitute a glorious era? — The fall of empires — the desolation of 
happy countries — splendid cities smoking in their ruins — the 
proudest works of art tumbled in the dust — ^the shrieks and groans 
of whole nations ascending unto heaven ! 

Tt is thus the historian may be said to thrive on the miseries 
of mankind, like birds of prey which hover over the field of battle, 
to fatten on the mighty dead. It was observed by a great pro- 
jector of inland lock navigation, that rivers, lakes, and oceans, 
were only formed to feed canals. — In like manner I am tempted 
to believe, that i>lots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, 
are ordained by Providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of gn^at delight to the philosopher, in studying 
the wonderful economy of nature, to tnice the mutual dependen- 
ci(.'S of thinfrs? how they are created reciprocally for each other, 
and how the most noxious and apparently unnecessary animal 
has its uses. Thus those swarms of flies, which are so often 
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Kcecrated as useless vermin, are created for the sustenanoe of 
q[»iders — ^and spiders, on the other hand, are evidently made to 
devonr flies. So those heroes who have been such scourges to 
Hie world, were bounteously provided as themes for the ix)et and 
liistorian, while the poet and the historian were destined to record 
llie achievements of heroes ! 

These, and many similar reflections, naturally arose in my 
mind, as I took up my pen to commence the reign of William 
Kieft: for now the stream of our history, which hitherto has 
rolled in a tranquil current, is about to depart for ever £rom its 
peaceful haunts, and brawl through many a turbulent and rugged 
scene. 

As some sleek ox, sunk in the rich repose of a clover-field^ 
dozing and chewing the cud, will bear repeated blows before it 
raises itself ; so the province of Nieuw Nederlandts, having waxed 
BsKfc under the drowsy reign of the Doubter, needed cufls and kicks 
to rouse it into action. The reader will now witness the manner 
in which a peaceful community advances towards a state of war ; 
which is apt to be like the approach of a horse to a drum, with 
much prancing and little progress, and too often with the wrong 
end foremost. 

Wilhelmus Kieft, who, in 1634, ascended the gubernatorial 
chair (to borrow a favorite though clumsy appellation of modem 
phraseblo^sts), was of a lofty descent, his father being inspector 
of wind-mills in the ancient town of Saardam ; and our hero, we 
are told, when a boy, made very curious investigations into the 
nature and operation of these machines, which was one reason 
why he afterwards came to be so ingenious a governor. His 
name, according to the most authentic etymologists, was a corrup- 
tion of Kyver ; that is to say, a wrangler or scolder ; and ex- 

9* 
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pressed the characteristic of his family, which, fop nearly two 
centuries, had kept the windy town of Saardam in hot water, an^ 
produced more tartars and brimstones than any ten families in the 
place ; and so truly did he inherit this family peculiarity, that he 
had not been a year in the government of the province, before he 
was universally denominated William the Testy. His appear- 
ance answered to his name. He was a brisk, wiry, waspish litik 
old gentleman ; such a one as may now and then be seen stump- 
ing about our city in a broad-skirted coat with huge button?, a 
cocked hat stuck on the back of his head, and a cane as high a: 
his chin. His face was broad, but his features were sharp ; lus 
cheeks were scorched into a dusky red, by two fiery little gray 
eyes ; his nose turned up, and the comers of his mouth turned 
down, pretty much like the muzzle of an irritable pug-dog. 

I have heard it observed by a profound adept in human physi- 
ology, that if a woman waxes fat with the progress of years, her 
tenure of life is somewhat precarious, but if haply she withers as 
she grows old, she lives for ever. Such promised to be the case 
with William the Testy, who grew tough in proportion as he 
dried. He had withered, in fact, not through the process of years, 
but through the trojiical fervor of his soul, which burnt like a 
vehement rush-light in his bosom ; inciting him to incessant 
broils and bickerings. Ancient traditions speak much of his 
learninfr, and of the jrallant inroads he had made into the dead 
languages in which he had made caj)tive a host of Greek nouns 
and Latin verbs ; and brought off rich booty in ancient saws and 
apothegms ; which he was wont to parade in his public harangnej, 
as a triumphant gonf?nd of yore, his spolia optma. Of meta- 
physics he knew enough to confound all hearers and himself into 
the bargain. In logic, he knew the whole family of syUogismft 
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and dilemmas^ and was so proud of his skill that he never suffered 
even a self-evident fact to pass unargued. It was observed, how- 
eveTy that he seldom got into an argument without getting into a 
perplexity, and then into a passion with his adversary for not 
being convinced gratis. 

He had, moreover, skirmished smartly on the frontiers of 
several of the sciences, was fond of experimental philosophy, and 
prided himself upon inventions of all kinds. His abode, which 
he had fixed at a Bowerie or country-seat at a short distance from 
the city, just at what is now called Dutch-street, soon abounded 
with proofs of his ingenuity : patent smoke-jacks that required a 
horse to work them ; Dutch ovens that roasted meat without fire ; 
carts that went before the horses; weather-cocks that turned 
against the wind ; and other wrong-headed contrivances that as- 
tonished and confounded all beholders. The house, too, was beset 
with paralytic cats and dogs, the subjects of his experimental 
philosophy ; and the yelling and yelping of the latter unhappy 
victims of science, while aiding in the pursuit of knowledge, soon 
gained for the place the name of " Pog*s MiseiYa* ' by which it 
continues to be known even at the present day. 

It is in knowledge as in swimming ; he who flounders and 
splashes on the surface, makes more noise, and attracts more 
attention, than the pearl-diver who quietly dives in quest of 
treasures to the bottom. The vast acquirements of the new go- 
vernor were the theme of marvel among the simple burghers of 
New- Amsterdam ; he figured about the place as learned a man as 
a Bonze at Pekin, who has mastered one half of the Chinese 
alphabet : and was unanimously pronounced a " universal genius !" 

I have known in my time many a genius of this stamp ; but, 
to speak my mind freely, I never knew one who, for the ordinary 
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purposes of life, was worth his weight in straw. In this respect, 
a little sound judgment and plain common sense is worth all the 
sparkling genius that ever wrote poetry or invented theories. 
Let us see how the universal acquirements of William the Testy 
aided him in the affairs of government. 



CHAPTER n. 

HOW WILLIAM THE TESTY T7KDBBTOOK TO CONQUEB BT PBO- 
CLAMATION — ^HOW HE WAS A OBEAT MAN ABBOADy BUT ▲ 
LITTLE MAN IN HIS OWN HOUSE. 

No sooner had this bustling little potentate been blown by a 
whifT of fortune into the seat of gOTemment than he called his 
council together to make them a speech on the state of afiairs. 

Caius Gracchus, it is said, when he harangued the Roman 
populace, modulated his tone by an oratorical flute or pitch-pipe ; 
Wilhelmus Kieft, not having such an instrument at hand, availed 
himself of that musical organ or trump which nature has implanted 
in the midst of a man's face ; in other words, he preluded his 
address by a sonorous blast of the nose ; a preliminary flourish 
much in vogue among public orators. \^ 

He then commenced by expressing his humble sense of his ut- 
ter unworthiness of the high post to which he had been appointed ;i1 
which made some of the simple burghers wonder why he under- 
took it, not knowing that it is a point of etiquette with a public 
orator never to enter upon office without declaring himself un- 
worthy to cross the threshold. ^ He then proceeded in a manner 
highly classic and erudite to speak of government generally, and 
of the governments of ancient Greece in particular; together 
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with the wars of Rome and Carthage ; and the rise and M of 
sundry outlandish empires which the worthy burghers had nerer 
read nor heard of. Having thus, after the manner of yoor 
learned orators, treated of things in general, he came by a nam* 
ral, roundabout transition, to the matter in hand, namely, tbe 
darinf' a<rirressions of the Yankees. 

As my readers are well aware of the advantage a potentate 
has of handling his enemies as he pleases in his speeches and 
bulletins, where he has the talk all on his own side, they may rest 
assured that William the Testy did not let such an opportoniiy 
escape of giving the Yankees what is called " a taste of his quali- 
ty." In speaking of their inroads into the territories of their 
High Mightinesses, he compared them to the Gauls who deso- 
lated Rome; the Goths and Vandals who overran the fairest 
plains of Europe ; but when he came to speak of the unparalleled 
audacity with which they of Weathersfield had advanced their 
patches up to the very walls of Fort Goed Hoop, and threatened 
to smother the garrison in onions, tears of rage started into his 
eyes, as though he nosed the very offence in question. 

Having thus wrought up his tale to a climax, he assumed a 
most belligerent look, and assured the council that he bad devised 
an instrument, potent in its effects, and which he trusted woald 
soon drive the Yankees from the land. So saying, he thrust his 
hand into one of the deep jKHikets of his broad-skirted coat and 
drew fortli, not an infernal machine, but an instrument in writing, 
which he laid with great emphasis upon the table. 

Tlic burghers gazed at it for a time in silent awe, as a wary 
housewife does at a gim, fearful it may go off h&lf-cocked. The 
document in question had a sinister look, it is true ; it was crib- 
bed in text, and from a broad re<l ribbon dangled the great seal 
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f the province, about the size of a buckwheat pancake. Still, I 
fter all, it was but an instrument in writing. Herein, howeyer, 
odsted the wonder of the invention. The document in question 
ras a Proclamation, ordering the Yankees to depart instantly 
rom the territories of their High Mightinesses under pain of 
uffering all the forfeitures and punishments in such case made 
ind provided. It was on the moral effect of this formidable 
nstrument that Wilhelmus Kiefb calculated ; pledging his valor 
A a governor that, once fulminated against the Yankees, it 
vould, in less than two months, drive every mother^s son of them 
bcross the borders. -^ 

The council broke up in perfect wonder, and nothing waa ^ 
alked of for some time among the old men and women of New- 
Amsterdam but the vast genius of the governor, and his new and 
(heap mode of fighting by proclamation. 

As to Wilhelmus Kiefl, having dispatched his proclamation 
o .the frontiers, he put on his cocked hat and corduroy small- 
ilothes, and mounting a tall raw-boned charger, trotted out to his 
•ural retreat of Dog's Misery. Here, like the good Numa, he 
■eposed from the toils of state, taking lessons in government, not 
Tom the nymph Egeria, but from the honored wife of his bosom ; 
ivho was one of that class of females sent upon the earth a little 
ifler the flood, as a punishment for the sins of mankind, and 
commonly known by the appellation of knowing women. In fact, 
ny duty as an historian obliges me to make known a circum- 
stance which was a great secret at the time^ and consequently 
vras not a subject of scandal at more than half the tea-tables in 
NTew- Amsterdam, but which, like many other great secrets, has 
leaked out in the lapse of years — and this was, that Wilhelmus 
:he Testy, though one of the most potent little men that ever 
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breathed, yet submitted at home to a species of goTemiiieiit Bo- 
ther laid down in Aristotle nor Plato ; in short, it partook of die 
nature of a pure, unmixed tyranny, and is familiarly denomimted 
petticoat government, — An absolute sway, which, althon^ ex- 
ceedingly conmion in these modem days, was very rare among 
the ancients, if we may judge from the rent made about tie 
domestic economy of honest Socrates ; which is the only andcBt 
case on record. 

The great Kieft, however, warded off all the sneeis lad 
sarcasms of his particular friends, who are ever ready to joke 
with a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging that it was a 
ry^ovemment of his own election, to which he submitted throogh 
choice ; adding at the same time a profound ni»Tim which he had 
found in an ancient author, that '^ he who would aspire to gortn 
should first learn to o^y." 



CHAPTER m. 

f[ WHICH ABE RECORDED THE SAGE PROJECTS OF A RX7LEB OF 
UNIVERSAL GENIUS THE ART OP PIGHTING BY. PROCLAMA- 
TION AND HOW THAT THE VALIANT JACOBUS VAN CURLET 

GAME TO BE POULLY DISHONORED AT PORT GOED HOOP. 

^EVER was a more comprehensive, a more expeditious, or, what 
3 still better, a more economical measure devised, than this of 
lefeating the Yankees by proclamation — an expedient, likewise, 
gentle and humane, there were ten chances to one in favor of 
ts succeeding, — ^but then there was one chance to ten that it would 
lot succeed — as the ill-natured fates would have it, that single 
hance carried the day ! The proclamation was perfect in all its 
arts, well constructed, well written, well sealed, ariS well pub- 
shed — all that was wanting to insure its effect was, that the 
Tankees should stand in awe of it ; but, provoking to relate, they 
*eated it with the most absolute contempt, applied it to an un- 
3emly purpose, and thus did the first warlike proclamation come 
) a shameful end — a fate which I am credibly informed has be- 
dlen but too many of its successors. 

So far from abandoning the country, those varlets continued 
leir encroachments, squatting along the green banks of the 
'arsche river, and founding Hartford, Stamford, New Haven, and 
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other border towns. I have already shown how the onion patches 
of Pyquag were an eyesore to Jacobus Van Curlet ajid his gar- 
rison ; but now these moss-troopers increased in their atrociii«r> 
kiihiiipping hogs, impounding horses, and sometimes grievooslv 
rib-roasting tlieir owners. Our worthy forefathers could scarctlj 
stir abnjad witliout danger of being outjockied in horseflesh, or 
taken in in bargaining ; while, in their absence, some daring 
Yankee i)edler would penetrate to their household, and nearij 
ruin tlie good liousewives with tin- ware and wooden bowls.* 

I am well aware of the perils which environ me in this par. 
of my history. AVliile raking, with curious hand but pious heart, 
among the mouldering remains of former days, anxious to draw 
therefrom the honey of wisdom, I may fare somewhat like thai 

* Tlic following cases in point appear in Hazard's Collection of Sav 
Paper?. 

" In the meantime, they of Hartford have not onely usurped and taken in 
the lands of Connecticott, although unrighteously and against the lawes of nt- 
tionn, ijiit have hindered our nation m sowing theire own purchased broken n? 
lands, but have also sowed them with come in the night, which the Neder- 
lanrlcns tiad broken up and intended to sowc : and have beaten the serranti ol 
the hJLdi and mighty the honored companie, which were laboring npon iheiie 
maat«r's land?, from theire lands, with sticks and plow staves in hostile maimer 
latninLT, and among the rest, struck Ever Duckings [Evert Dayckink! a hole in 
his h'-ad, with a stick, so that the bloode ran downe very strongly downc uptai 
his body." 

" Thosi' of Hartford sold a hogg, that belonged to the honored ccHnpanie, 
under pretence that it had eaten of theire grounde grass, when they had not 
any fctt (»f inheritance. Tlu-y profli.-red the hogg for 5*. if the commisBioDeii 
would have given C)S. for damage ; which llu* commissioners denied, becaoK 
noe man's own hogg (as men used to say) can trespass upon his owne maMUff 
frrounde." 
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vidiant woriihy, Samson, who, in meddling with the carcass of a 
dead lion, drew a swarm of bees about his ears. Thus, while 
Qttrrating the many misdeeds of the Tanokie or Yankee race, it 
18 ten chances to one but I offend the morbid sensibilities of cer- 
tain of their unreasonable descendants, who may fly out and raise 
such a buzzing about this unlucky head of mine, that I shall need 
tiie tough hide of an Achilles, or an Orlando Furioso, to protect 
me from their stings. 

Should such be the case, I should deeply and sincerely lament 
—not my misfortune in giving offence — ^but the wrong-headed 
perverseness of an ill-natured generation, in taking offence at any 
thing I say. That their ancestors did use my ancestors iU is 
true, and I am very sorry for it. I would, with all my heart, the 
feet were otherwise ; but as I am recording the sacred events of 
history, Fd not bate one nail's breadth of the honest truth, though 
I were sure the whole edition of my work would be bought up 
and burnt by the common hangman of Connecticut. And in 
sooth, now that these testy gentlemen have drawn me out, I will 
make bold to go farther, and observe that this is one of the grand 
purposes for which we impartial historians are sent into the world 
— ^to redress wrongs and render justice on the heads of the guilty. 
So that, though a powerful nation may wrong its neighbors with 
temporar}'^ impunity, yet sooner or later an historian springs up, 
who wreaks ample chastisement on it in return. 

Thus these moss-troopers of the east little thought, Fll war- 
rant it, while they were harassing the inoffensive province of 
Nieuw-Nederlands, and driving its unhappy governor to his wit's 
end, that an historian would ever arise, and give them their 
own, with interest. Since, then, I am but performing my bounden 
duty as an historian, in avenging the wrongs of our revered an-* 
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cestors. I shall make no farther apologj- , and, indeed, when it ■ 
considered that I have all these ancient borderers of the east m 
my j»ower. and at the mercy of my pen, I trust that it will be 
admitted I conduct myself with great humanity and modenUioD. 

It was long before WilliajBJhaiJ^estyoonld be persuaded this 
\ih much vaunted war measure was inefif^&ial ; on the oootrvr, 
lie 11 ew in a passion whenever it was doubted, swearing that 
though slow in operating, yet when it once began to woi^ it woaM 
soon purge the land of these invaders. When conTinced, at 
length, of the truth, like a shrewd physician he attribnted the 
faihire to the quantity, not the quality of the medicdne, and re- 
soh f-d to double the dose. He fhlminated, therefore, a second 
pr(H?lamation more vehement than the first, forbidding all inter- 
coursf with these Yankee intruders ; ordering the Dutch burgben 
on the frontiers to buy none of their pacing horses, measly poAf 
apf)le sweetmeats. Weathersfield onions, or wooden bowls, and to 
furnish them with no supplies of gin, gingerbread, or sourkroat 

Anotlier interval elapsed, during which the last prodamatxxi 
wa^; as little regarded as the first, and the nonintercourse was 
esj)efially set at naught by the young folks of both sexes, if wc 
may judge by the active bundUng which took place along the 
borders. 

At lenjrth one dav the inhabitants of New-Amsterdam were 
aroused by a furious barking of dogs, great and small, and beheld. 
to tlieir surprise, the whole garrison of Fort Good Hope strag- 
f^ling into town all tattered and wayworn, with Jacobus Van Curkt 
at their head, bringing the melancholy intelligence of the capture 
of Fort Good Hope by the Yankees. 

The fate of this important fortress is an impressive warning 
to all military commanders. It was neither carried by storm nor 
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amine ; nor was it undermined ; nor bombarded ; nor set on fire 
)y red-hot shot ; but was taken by a stratagem no less singular 
]ian effectual, and which can never fail of success, whenever an 
)pportunity occurs of putting it in practice. 

It seems that the Yankees had received intelligence that the 
garrison of Jacobus Van Curlet had been reduced nearly one- 
nghth by the death of two of his most corpulent soldiers, who 
lad overeaten themselves on fat salmon caught in the Varsche 
•iver. A secret expedition was immediately set on foot to sur- 
)rise the fortress. The crafty enemy knowing the habits of the 
garrison to sleep soundly after they had eaten their dinners and 
tmoked their pipes, stole upon them at the noontide of a sultry 
lummer's day, and surprised them in the midst of their slumbers. 

In an instant the flag of their High Mightinesses was lowered, 
md the Yankee standard elevated in its stead, being a dried cod- 
ish, by way of a spread eagle. A strong garrison was appointed, 
)f long-sided, hard-fisted Yankees, with Weathersfield onions for 
K>ckades and feathers. As to Jacobus Van Curlet and his men, 
liey were seized by the nape of the neck, conducted to the gate, 
md one by one dismissed with a kick in the crupper, as Charles 
JQIth dismissed the heavy-bottomed Russians at the battle of 
STarva ; Jacobus Van Curlet receiving two kicks in consideration 
>f his official dignity. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CONTAINING THE FEARFUL WRATH OP WILLIAM THE TE8TT» 

AND THE ALARM OF NEW-AMSTERDAM ^HOW THE GOTER- 

NOR DID STRONGLY FORTIFY THE CITY OF THE RISE OF 

ANTHONY TDE TRUMPETER, AND THE WINDY ADDITIOS TO 

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF NEW-AMSTEBDAM. 

■ .• 

Language cannot express the awful ire of William the Testy on 
li earing of the catastrophe at Fort Gk)ed Hoop. For three good 
hours his rage was too great for words, or rather the words were 
too great for him, (heing a very small man,) and he was nearly 
choked by the misshapen, nine-cornered Dutch oaths and epithets 
which crowded at once into his gullet. At length his words 
found vent, and for three days he kept up a constant dischargef 
anathematizing the Yankees, man, woman, and child, fop a set of 
dicven, schobbcjacken, deugenieten, twistzoekeren, blaes-kaken, 
loo>cn-?clialken, kakken-bedden, and a thousand other names, of 
which, unfortunately for posterity, history does not make men- 
tion. Finally, he swore that he would have- nothing more to do 
with such a squatting, bundling, guessing, questioning, swapping* 
j)unipkin-eating, molasses-daubing, shingle-splitting, cider-water- 
ing, horse-jockeying, notion-peddling crew — that they might stay 
at fort Groed Hoop and rot, before he would dirty his bands by 
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'tempting to drive them away ; in proof of which he ordered the i 
^w-raised troops to be marched forthwith into winter quarters^ 
llhough it was not as yet quite midsummer. Great despondency 
Ow fell upon the city of New- Amsterdam. It was feared that 
^ conquerors of fort Goed Hoop, flushed with victory and 
pple-brandy, might march on to the capital, take it by storm, 
nd annex the whole province to Connecticut The name of 
Tankee became as terrible among the Nieuw-Nederlanders as 
ras that of Gaul among the ancient Bomans ; insomuch that the 
ood wives of the Manhattoes used it as a bugbear wherewith * 
» frighten their unruly children. 

£very body clamored around the governor, imploring him to ' 
ut the city in a complete posture o& defence, and he listened to 
leir clamors. Nobody could accuse William the Testy of being 
lie in time of danger, or at any other time. He was nevei^idle, 
ut then he was often busy to very little purpose. When a young- 
xkg he had been impressed with the words of Solomon, " Gk) to 
iie ant, thou sluggard, observe her ways and be wise," in con- tv 
Drmity to which he had ever been of a restless, ant-like turn ; 
lurrying hither and thither, nobody knew why or wherefore, 
lusying himself about small matters with an air of great impor- 
ance and anxiety, and toiling at a grain of mustard-seed in the 
ull conviction that he was moving a mountain. In the present 
nstance, he called in all his inventive powers to his aid, and 
vas continually pondering over plans, making diagrams, and wor- 
ying about with a troop of workmen and projectors at his heels. 
\X length, aft«r a world of consultation and contrivance, his plans 
»f defence ended in rearing a great flag-staff in the centre of the 
brt, and perching a wind-mill on each bastion. 

These warlike preparations in some measure allayed the pub- 
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lie alarm, especially after an additional means of securing the 
safety of the city had been suggested by the governor's lady. Is 
has already been hinted in this most authentic history, thai ia 
the domestic establishment of William the Testy " the gray miR 
was the better horse ;" in other words, that his wife " ruled sia 
roast/' and, in governing the governor, governed the province, 
whicli might thus be said to be under petticoat government. 

Now it came to pass, tliat about this time there lived in il* 
Miuiliattoes a jolly, robustious trumpeter, named Antony Vtt 
Corl<,»ar, famous for his long wind; and who, as the story goes, 
could twang so potently upon his instrument, that the effect upon 
all witliin hearing was like that ascribed to the Scotch bagpi^^ 
when it sings right lustily i' the nose. 

Tiiis sounder of brass was moreover a lusty bachelor, with a 
pleasant, burly visage, a long nose, and huge whiskers. He had 
liis little howerie^ or retreat in the countr}', where he led a 
ro\\-t(.'rinf' lil'e, jrivinf; dances to the wives and daughter:? of the 
burglif rs of the Manhattoes, insomuch that he became a prodi- 
gious favorite with all the women, young and old. He is said to 
hav<i been the first to collect that famous toll levied on the fair 
sex at Kissing Bridge, on the highway to Hellgate.* 

To this sturdy bachelor the eyes of all the women were turned 
in this tinie of darkness and peril, as the very man to second and 
carry out i\nt plans c)f defence of the governor. A kind of peiti- 
(!Oat council was forthwith held at the government house, at which 
the governor's lady presided ; and this lady, as has been hinted. 

* The bridir^ hf»rp montioiipd by Mr. Knickerbocker still existn; bni it » 
^ii:(l tiiat the toll is seldom collected now-a-days excepting on sleighing par.irt. 
l>y the descendants of the patriarchs, who Mill preacr\-e the traditions of the 
fitv. 
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^ing all potent with the governor, the result of these councils 
Mb the elevation of Antony the Trumpeter to the post of com- 
«uidant of wind-mills and champion of New- Amsterdam. 

The city being thus fortified and garrisoned, it would have 
>ne one's heart good to see the governor snapping his fingers 
id fidgeting with delight, as the trumpeter strutted up and down 
le ramparts twanging defiance to the whole Yankee race, as 
>es a modern editor to all the principalities and powers on the 
her side of the Atlantic. In the hands of Antony Van Cor- 
ar this windy instrument appeared to him as potent as the 
)rn of the paladin Astolpho, or even the more classic horn of 
lecto ; nay, he had almost the temerity to compare it with the 
ins' horns celebrated in holy writ, at the very sound of which 
e walls of Jericho fell down. 

Be all this as it may, the apprehensions of hostilities from the 
ist gradually died away. The Yankees made no further inva- 
yn ; nay, they declared they had only taken possession of fort 
oed Hoop as being erected within their territories. So far from 
anifesting hostility, they continued to throng to New- Amsterdam 
ith the most innocent countenances imaginable, filling the mar- 
5t with their notions, being as ready to trade with the Neder- 
nders as ever — and not a whit more prone to get to the windward 
' them in a bargain. 

The old mves of the Manhattoes who took tea with the gov- 
■nor's lady attributed all this affected moderation to the awe 
spired by the military preparations of the governor, and the 
indy prowess of Antony the Trumpeter. 

There were not wanting illiberal minds, however, who 

leered at the governor for thinking to defend his city as he 

)vemed it, by mere wind; but William Kieft was not to be 

10 
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jeered out of his wind-mills — ^he had seen them perched upoi 
the ramparts of his native city of Saardam, and was persuadrf 
they were connected with the great science of defence; nay* 
so much piqued was he by having them made a matter of ridi- 
cule, that he introduced them into the arms of the city, where 
they remain to this day, quartered with the ancient beaver of tk 
Manhattoes, an emblem and memento of his policy. 

I must not omit to mention that certain wise old borghen of 
the Manhattoes, skillful in expounding signs and mysteries, afiff 
events have come to pass, consider this early intrusion of the 
wind-mill into the escutcheon of our city, which before had beet 
wholly occupied by the beaver, as portentous of its after foitunci 
when the quiet Dutchman would be elbowed aside by the enttf- 
prising Yankee, and patient industry overtopped by windy specfr 
lation. 



CHAPTER V. 

TBB JURISPRUDENCE OP WILLIAM THE TESTY, AND HIS AD- 
3IIRABLE EXPEDIENTS FOR THE SUPPRESSION OP POVERTY. 

tONG the wrecks and fragments of exalted wisdom whicli have 
^sted down the stream of time from venerable antiquity, and 
icn picked up by those humble, but industrious wights who ply 
*lig the shores of literature, we find a shrewd ordinance of Cha- 
^das the Locrian legislator. Anxious to preserve the judicial 
Je of the State from the additions and amendments of country 
ambers and seekers of popularity, he ordained that, whoever pro- 
Bed a new law should do it with a halter about his neck; 
hereby, in case his proposition were rejected, they just hung him 
< — and there the matter ended. 

The effect was, that for more than two hundred years there 
iS but one trifling alteration in the judicial code ; and legal mat- 
rs were so clear and simple that the whole race of lawyers 
irved to death for want of employment. The Locrians, too, 
ing freed from all incitement to litigation, lived very lovingly 
jether, and were so happy a people that they make scarce any 
ure in history ; it being only your litigious, quarrelsome, ranti- 
le nations who make much noise in the world. 

I have been reminded of these historical facts in coming to 
at of the internal policy of William the Testy. Well would 
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jTB of evil, infest the skirts of the profession, as did the recreant 
■Canish knights of yore, the honorable order of chivalry ; who, 
Ber its auspices, commit flagrant wrongs ; who thrive by quib- 
MB, by quirks and chicanery, and like vermin increase the cor- 
gNion in which they are engendered. . . 

Nothing so soon awakens the malevolent passions as the fecility 
gratification. The courts of law would never be so crowded 
C3i petty, vexatious and disgraceful suits, were it not for the 
*ds of pettifoggers. These tamper with the passions of the 
^rer and more ignorant classes ; who, as if poverty were not a 
C^ent misery in itself, are ever ready to imbitter it by litigation, 
klese, like quacks in medicine, excite the malady to profit by the 
c*e, and retard the cure to augment the fees. As the quack ex- 
tusts the constitution, the pettifogger exhausts the purse ; and as 
i who has once been under the hands of a quack, is for ever 
ler prone to dabble in drugs, and poison himself with infallible 
pescriptions ; so the client of the pettifogger is ever after prone 
► embroil himself with his neighbors, and impoverish himself 
ith successful lawsuits. — My readers will excuse this digression 
to which I have been unwarily betrayed ; but I could not avoid 
ving a cool and unprejudiced account of an abomination too 
•evalent in this excellent city, and with the effects of which I 
El ruefully acquainted : having been nearly ruined by a law- 
it which was decided against me ; and my ruin having been 
mpleted by another, which was decided in my favor. 

To return to our theme. There was nothing in the whole 
nge of moral offences against which the jurisprudence of Wil- 
im the Testy was more strenuously directed, than the crying 
1 of poverty. He pronounced it the root of all evil, and de- 
nsDined to cut it up root and branch, and extirpate it from the 
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land. He had been struck, in the course of his trayeb 
old countries of Europe, with the wisdom of those notice 
ed up in country towns, that '^ an j vagrant found beg^ 
would be put in the stocks, " and he had obserred, that 
gars were to be seen in these neighborhoods ; having di 
thrown off their rags and their poverty and become lie 
the terror of the law. He determined to improve ii[ 
hint In a little while a new machine of his own invent 
erected hard by Dog's Misery. This was nothing more 
than a gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, and unmatcha 
struction, far more efficacious, as he boasted, than the sh 
the punishment of poverty. It was for altitude not a 
ferior to that of Haman, so renowned in Bible history ; 
marvel of the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead 
suspended by the neck according to venerable custom, ^ 
ed by the waistband, and kept dangling and sprawling 
heaven and earth for an hour or two at a time — to th( 
entertainment and edification of the respectable citiz< 
usually attend exhibitions of the kind. 

It is incredible how the little governor chuckled at l 
caitiff vagrants and sturdy beggars thus swinging by the 
and cutting antic gambols in the air. He had a thousa 
santries, and mirthful conceits to utter upon these occasi< 
called them his dandle-lions — ^his wild-fowl — ^his high-fl 
spread-eagles — his goshawks — ^his scare-crows — and fir 
gallows-birds ; which ingenious appellation, though origiz 
fined to worthies who had taken the air in this strange ma 
since grown to be a cant-name given to all candidates 
elevation. This punishment, moreover, if we may c 
assertions of certain grave etymologists, gave the first h 
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'^Snd of harnessing, or strapping, by which our forefathers braced 
•^ their multifarious breeches, and which has of late years been 
'^'Wived, and continues to be worn at the present day. 

Such was the punishment of all petty delinquents, vagrants 

^*fid beggars and others detected in being guilty of poverty in a 

Ismail way ; as to those who had offended on a great scale, who 

^lad been guilty of flagrant misfortunes and enormous backslidings 

iof the purse, and who stood convicted of large debts, which they 

irere unable to pay, WiUiam Kieft had them s traightway inclosed 

ivithin the stone walls of a prison, there to remain until they 

d ioiiAd reform and grow rich . This notable expedient, however, 

does not appear to have been more efficacious under William the 

Testy than in more modem days : it being found that the longer 

a poor devil was kept in prison the poorer he grew. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ri.o.Ji.ri- oi WILLIAM THE TESTY FOR IN'CREASIXG THK 'IK- 

KIN*. V — in: 1< OUTWITTED BY THE YANKEES TIIK "rl;Ul 

oV-Ti:i: WAIJ. 



Ni.x'i to iiis jn-njf-ct.s for the suppression of poverty, may ^* 

• •l:i-«'l tlio.-'.- (;f William the Testv, for inci-easinj; ih*- \*ialti. •! 

Ni '.v-Aiii>t' idjim. Solomon, of whose character for wi-il'.i:i ::• 

lit:!«- ij.')\t-vui)V was >omewliat emuloii-s, had niade ipA'l and -ilv-: 

:i- :>i« !itv a- tlii^ sloiios in th«i streets of Jenisaleiii. AVilliaiii Ki*" 

•■'jiild iii»t piv-tf-nd to vie with him as to tlie jH-ecioiis nu-ial-. I'm: 

li-' (l(t« rniiiH-d. as an f-([uival«Mit, to flcKjd the street? of N»-m-Ai:.- 

.-t'l'l.-cii uiili Iinliaii inonc'V. This was iiothiii*; iiion.- n«»r !«-s 

tiiaii ~!riii'_^~ (»t" lM:if!> wrought out of clams, periwinklf*. ai.-l 

()\\,iv :li' l!-Il-Ii. and I'idN-d .-<;awant or wampum. Tin-**- i::il 

tiini;:'l:i ii:it!\c (Mii'n-in-y aiiiong tlic simple savajres : wlio\..:- 

f:!!' I'l In la!. I- tli'Mii oi' till- I)iit'*hnnMi in exchan;re tor jm-I::--- 

III :iii niiliii"kv ni'Hiuiil. William the Testv. str-inLr tlii< iiinn»-v ••:" 

<M>y pi'. !ii<ti.'»:i. <inn-i-iv(d ih" proji-rt of makin;r it ih«* nirr: : 

coi'i •>!' I'l" j.io'. iiic -. Ii I- f!-i!" it ]i;-fl ;ni inirii^ir valin* ai:"!-!.; 

!'•■ li.'i-'.i:-. '.. I'j" I ji i'» <'!'i.;,:.j« .1! i!"rir j'uIh'*^ a:iil mii.-r.-t-. ■ -. 

Ifii; :i:.i..'i.r ih.- iiuii -1 liiirj!.'!'* i( ]\:\i\ no mhh-«- intrin^ii* \ahn' liiui 

ll,<i-.- r;i'.!' whiili I'M 111 th'- iiah'-r curn'Mfv of iiiiKh-rn dav*. Tiii? 

11 • ^ 
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^Qfcsideration, however, had no weight with William Kiefl. He 
by paying all the servants of the company, and all the 
of government, in strings of wampum. He sent emissa- 
to sweep the shores of Long Island, which was the Ophir 
^this modern Solomon, and abounded in shell-fish. These were 
transported in loads to New-Amsterdam, coined into Indian 
E^oney, and launched into circulation. 

And now, for a time, affairs went on swinmiingly ; money 
became as plentiful as in the modem days of paper currency, and, 
m use the popular phrase, " a wonderful impulse was given to 
poblic prosperity." Yankee traders poured into the province, 
buying every thing they could lay their hands on, and paying the 
irorthy Dutchmen their own price — in Indian money. If the [ 
latter, however, attempted to pay the Yankees in the same coin I 
for their tinware and wooden bowls, the case was altered ; nothing j 
irould do but Dutch guilders ani such like " metallic currency." I 
What was worse, the Yankees introduced an inferior kind of? 

i 

nrampum made of oyster-shells, with which they deluged thj0 
province, carrying off in exchange all the silver and gold, thoi 
Dutch herrings, and Dutch cheeses : thus early did the knowing^ 
tn^i of the east rabanifest their skill in bargaining the New-Am- 
sterdammers out of the oyster, and leaving them the shelL* 
It was a long time before William the Testy was made sen- 

• In a manuscript record of the province, dated 1659, Library of the New- 
York Historical Society, is the following mention of Indian money. 

Seawant alias wampum. Beads manufactured from the Quahang or. wiik, 

\ shell-fish formerly abounding on our coasts, but lately of more rare occurrence, 

sf two colors, black and white ; the former twice the value of the latter. Six 

[)eads of the white and three of the black for an English penny. The seawant 

depreciates from time to time. The New England people make use of it as a 

10* 
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Eiblc how completely his grand project of finance was toiTK^ 
against him by his eastern neighbors ; nor would ho probably hm 
ever found it out, had not tidings been brought him that the Ta- 
kees had made a descent upon Long Island, and had establi^M 
a kind of mint at Oyster Bay, where they were coining up all the 
ovster banks. 

Now tliis was making a vital attack upon the province in t 
double sense, financial and gastronomical. Ever since the connril 
dinner of Oloffe the Dreamer at the founding of New-Amster- 
dam, at whicli banquet the oyster figured so conspicuously, thi! 
divine sliell-fish has been held in a kind of superstitious reverence 
at tlie [Manhattoes ; as witness the temples erected to its cult in 
every street and lane and alley. In fact it is the standard luxury 
of tlie place, as is the terrapin at Philadelphia, the soft crab at 
Baltimore, or the canvas-back at Washington. 

The seizure of Oyster Bay, therefore, was an outrage not 
merely on the poekets, but the larders of the New-Amsterdam- 
mers ; the whole community was aroused, and an oyster crusade 
was immediatelv set on foot asrainst the Yankees. Evenr stoot 
trencherman hastened to the standard ; nay, some of the most cor- 
pulent Burgomasters and Schepcns joined the expedition as a 
corps de reserve, only to be called into action when the sacking 
commenced. 

means of barter, not only to carry away the bc5«t cargoes which we send thither, 
but to accumulate a large quantity of beavers and other furs ; by which the 
company is defrauded of her revenues, and the merchants disappointed :a 
makini^ returns witli that speed with which they mif^ht wish to meet their en- 
ga(rements : while their commissioners and the inhabitants remain oTerstodted 
with seawant — a Hort of currency of no value except with the New-NetheriiBd 
ravages, &c. 
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^ The conduct of the expedition was intrusted to a valiaiit 
EDtttchman, who for size and weight might have matched with 
Qolbrand the Danish champion, slain by Guy of Warwick. He 
liafl famous throughout the province for strength of arm and skill 
Ml quarter-staff, and hence was named Stoffel Brinkerhoff; or 
ra^er, Brinkerhoofd ; that is to Ay, Stoffel the h 

This sturdy commander, who was a man of few words but 
rigorous deeds, led his troops resolutely on through Nineveh, and 
Babylon, and Jericho, and Patch-hog, and other Long Island 
towns, without encountering any difficulty of note ; though it is 
said that some of the burgomasters gave out at Hard-scramble 
Tfill and Hungry Hollow ; and that others lost heart and turned 
hack at Puss-panick. With the rest he made good his march 
until he arrived in the neighborhood of Oyster Bay. 

Here he was encountered by a host of Yankee warribrs 
headed by Preserved Fish, and Habakkuk Nutter, and Retim 
Strong, and Zerubbabel Fisk, and Determined Cock! at the 
Bound of whose names Stoffel Brinkerhoff verily believed ihe 
whole parliament of Praise- Gk)d Barebones had been let loc 3e 
upon him. He soon found, however, that they were merely t le 
"selectmen" of the settlement, armed with no weapon but tie 
tongue, and disposed only to meet him on the field of argume: 
Stoffel had but one mode of arguing ; that was, with the cud 
but he used it with such effect that he routed his antagonists, 
broke up the settlement, and would have driven the inhabitan' 
into the sea if they had not managed to escape across the Soun! 
to the mainland by the Devil's stepping-stones, which remai 
to this day monuments of this great Dutch victory over the 
Yankees. f 

Stoffel Brinkerhoff made great spoil of oysters and dams; 



t. 
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coinc'l aii«.l uncuiiicd, and tluMi set out on his return to ilit M^:.' 
hattois. A grand trium])li, after tlie manner of the aii':kat% 
was i>n jKired for him by Wilham the Testy. lie enier*«i y^v- 
Anijtordani as a conqueror, mounted on a Xarragansoi }»:vvr. 
¥iv*i dried codfish on poles, standards taken from tht? ri:e:..;. 
wero borne before him, and an immense store of ov^ier- :u.i 
clams, AVeathersfield onions, and Yankee " notions " formt-il \:.r 
spolia opinia ; while several coiners of oyster-shells were Icl raj- 
tive to grace the hero's triumph. 

The procession was accompanied by a full band of bov« aii4 
negroes performing on the popular instruments of rattle-li'Mit:? 
and clam-shells, while Antony Van CJorlear sounded his trumpet 
from the ramparts. 

A great banquet was served up in the stadthouse from the 
clams and oyst<;rs taken from the enemy; while the *»overr.rtr 
{jc.nt the shells privately to the mint and had them coined into 
Indian money, with which he paid his troops. 

It is moreover said that the governor, calling to mind the 
prafti(.o among the ancients to honor their victorious general with 
])ublic statues, passed a magnanimous decree, by which evorv 
tavern-keeper was permitted to paint the head of Stoffel Brinker- 
hoff upon his sign ! — — 



CHAPTER Vn. 

GROWING DISCONTENTS OP NEW-AMSTERDAM UNDER THE 
GOVERNMENT OF WILLIAM THE TESTY. 

It has been remarked by the observant writer of the Stujvesaat 
manuscript, that under the adnunistration of William Kieft the 
disposition of the inhabitants of New- Amsterdam experienced 
an essential change, so that they became very meddlesome and 
factious. The unfortunate propensity of the little governor to 
experiment and innovation, and the frequent exacerbations of his 
temper, kept his council in a continual worry ; and the council 
being to the people at large what yeast or leaven is to a batch, 
they threw the whole community in a ferment ; and the people at 
large being to the city what the mind is to the body, the unhappy 
commotions they underwent operated most disastrously upon 
New- Amsterdam — insomuch that, in certain of their paroxysms '^ 
of consternation and perplexity, they begat several of the most 
crooked, distorted, and abominable streets, lanes, and alleys, with 
which this metropolis is disfigured. 

The fact was, that &bout this time the community, like Ba- 
laam's ass, began to grow more enlightened than its rider, and to 
show a disposition for what is called " self-government." This 
restive propensity was first evinced in certain popular meetingSy 
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in which the burghers of New- Amsterdam met to talk and smoke 
over the complic;ated affairs of the province, graduallv obfuscatiif 
themselves with politics and tobacco-smoke. Hither resorted 
tliose idlers and squires of low degree who hang loose on goriety 
and are blown about by every wind of doctrine. Cobblers aban- 
doned their stalls to give lessons on political economy; bla^- 
pmitlis suffered their fires to go out while they stirred up the firs 
of faction ; and even tailors, though said to be the ninth parts of 
humanity, neglected their own measures to criticise the measures 
of t^oveniment. 

Strangr*, I that the science of government, which seems to be so 
g^'iHTally understood, should invariably be denied to the only one 
(lalled upon to exercise it. Not one of the politicians in question, 
but, tak(; liis word for it, could have administered affairs ten time? 
l)elt<r than William the Testy. 

Tuder the instructions of these political oracles the good ^o- 
pic of New-Amsterdam soon became exceedingly enlightened; 
and as a matt(*r of course, exceedingly discontented. They gra- 
dually found out the fearful error in which they had indulged, ol' 
thinkinjr thcms(dves the happiest people in creation; and were 
convinced that, all circumstances to the contrary notwithstanding. 
tlnv were a very unhappy, deluded, and consequently ruined 

people ! 

^^^' arc naturally prone to discontent, and avaricious after 
inia^^inary causes of lamentation. Like lubberly monks we bola- 
hoi" our own shoulders, and take a vast satisfaction in the mu?io 
of our own groans. Nor is tliis said by way of paradox; daily 
ixperience shows the truth of these obser\'ations. It is almo^t 
iiupox^ihle to elevate the Spirits of a man groaning under idnal 
calnniities; 1)ut nothing is easier than to render him wretched, 
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beogh on the pinnacle of felicity ; as it would be an Hercoleaa 
Hfk to hoist a man to the top of a steeple, though the merest 
llOd could topple him off thence. 

I must not omit to mention that these popular meetings were 
yanenJlj held at some noted tavern ; these public edifices possess- 
1^ what in modem times are thought the true fountains of politi- 
al Inspiration. The ancient Germans deliberated upon a matter 
rlien drunk, and* reconsidered it when sober. Mob politicians in 
Qodem times dislike to have two minds upon a subject ; so they 
K>th deliberate and act when drunk ; by this means a world of 
Lelay is spared ; and as it is universally allowed that a man when 
Irunk sees double, it foUows conclusively that he sees twice as 
veil as his sober neighbors. » 



U 



CHAPTER VnL 

OF TUE EDICT OF WILLIAM THE TESTY AGAINST TOBACCO— OF 
TUE PIPE PLOT, AND THE KISE OP FEUDS ANI> PARTIES. 

WiLiiEi-Mi's KiEFT, as has already been observed, was agwt 

lrLrislat(>r on a small scale, and had a microscopic eve in pobli 

atl'airs. lie had been greatly annoyed by the factious meeting 

<»t' the gtK)d ])eople of New-Amsterdam, but, obsei^'ing that c 

thrse occasions the i)ipe was ever in their mouth, he began 

tliink that the pipe was at the bottom of the affair, and that the 

was some mysterious affinity between politics and tobacco smol 

I)»'t<rmined to strike at the root of the evil, he began, forthwith, 

rail at tobacco, as a noxious, nauseous weed; filthy in all its as< 

and as to smoking he denounced it as a heavy tax upon the pub 

]K)cket ; a vast consumer of time, a great encourager of idlenc 

and a deadly bane to the prosperity and morals of the peo| 

Finally he issued an edict, prohibiting the smoking of toba 

- Uiroughout th<* New-Netherlands. Ill fated Kieft ! Had he lii 

in the i»resent age and attempted to check the unbounded lice: 

of the press, he could not have struck more sorely upon the sei 

bilities of the million. The pipe, in fact, was the great organ 

reflection and deliberation of the New-Netherlander. It was 

constant companion and solace — was he gay, he smoked ; ma 
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moked ; his pipe was never out of his mouth ; it was a paii 
►hysiognomy ; without it his best friends would not know 
ike away his pipe ? You might as well take away his nose ! 
immediate effect of the edict of William the Testy was 
commotion. A vast multitude armed with pipes ant- ^ 
boxes, and an immense supply of ammunition, sat themJ ^ 
own before the governor's house, and fell to smoking wit 
ous violence. The testy William issued forth like 
I spider, demanding the reason of this lawless fumigatioi 
rdy rioters replied by loUing back in their seats, and pui 
^ with redoubled fury ; raising such a murky cloud thai 
3mor was fain to take refuge in the interior of his castle, 
►ng negotiation ensued through the medium of Antony the 
ter. The governor was at first wrathful and unyielding, 
gradually smoked into terms. He concluded by permit- 
smoking of tobacco, but he abolished the fair long pipes 
the days of Wouter Van Twiller, denoting ease, tranqoil-i 
i sobriety of deportment; these he condemned as in- 
ble with the dispatch of business, in place whereof he 
ied little captious short pipes, two inches in length, which, 
•ved, could be stuck in one corner of the mouth, or twisted V 
at-band ; and would never be in the way. Thus ended I 
rming insurrection, which was long known by the name / , 
Pipe Plot, and which, it has been somewhat quaintly ob- •/ 
did end, like most plots and sediti ons, in mere smoke . \ 
mark, oh, reader ! the deplorable evils which did after- 
jsult. The smoke of these villanous little pipes, continu- 
inding in a cloud about the nose, penetrated into and 
I the cerebellum ; dried up all the kindly moisture of the 
id rendered the people who used them as vaporish and 
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t tittt^ fw wki had n 
a be kxT, axlhend to iW maaaH 6Mm,0i 
I kind of arisaocru}^ known as tha X«iiy iVprj ; rife 
r ofifer, ad^«aie the refinv of WttHaan lueft at ^ 
Bl in their handoaft atofic^mtuu, were firirafcit att 
of ja«f< Piprt. 
A Umd {tarn «pmie ap, liaid«] br iIki iTtimiilaiiH af BiAM 
Cbewil, the oooipankti ot' the ^Kat Hndaoa. Tbcn dilouW 
piped sllogctlief and took In chewin* tobanm ; beiw« ibif *M 
e&Iled OhiV« ,■ an appellatiaB since givai tii thaw polkki) B* 
^^k, wlueh smiedmea ^ring up beniE«n two grnat jMrliOiM 
muie is produced betw^ecn a horse aad an ma*. 

And here I would tMie ibe great benrlli of jiortv dtrttactiv 
Mivii^ the p«0f4e at large tlie Iroalilr nt tbinkins. Hoiii 
divides maokiDd into time chuses, iheae wIm) thitik Gv lb*- 
aelT«a, ihoBe whtv<lnBk aa oiben tluok, and iImm irbo dii duI ihiil 
at alL The teoooA elasa natDfiriecs the great maaaof aueielji tt 
incMt pet^Ie require a set rreed and n fi]e-lmid«r. B«bcc thaa(%|i 
of party: which mcansa lurge Ixxly of poupte, aaine Gnvof «bM 
think. Mid all the re^t talk. Tho former tak« tht Wd and dU- 
]tlii>e thv latter ; presmbing what t)inr must xaj ; what tbt^l^ 
approve; what they must hont nt ; whom tlie^ tnntt rapfMti 
but. above all, whom th«y iuii»( lialc : for no otw can be a rigU 
pMM] parlisan, who is not a tbar»u)^-gtiu)K halcr. 
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The enlightened inhabitants of the Manhattoes, therefore, 
leing divided into parties, were enabled to hate each other with 
preat accuracj. And now the great business of politics went 
)ravely on, the long pipes and short pipes assembling in separate 
>eer-houses, and smoking at each other with implacable vehe- 
aence, to the great support of the state and profit of the tavem- 
ceepers. Some, indeed, went so far as to bespatter their adver- 
laries with those odoriferous little words which smell so strong in 
he Dutch language; believing, like true politicians, that they 
lerved their party, and glorified themselves in proportion as they 
>ewrayed their neighbors. But, however they might differ among 
hemselves, all parties agreed in abusing the governor ; seeing 
hat he was not a governor of their choice, but appointed by others 
o rule over them. 

Unhappy William Kieft ! exclaims the sage writer of the 
Jtuyvesant manuscript, doomed to contend with enemies too 
mowing to be entrapped, and to reign over a people too wise to 
)e governed. All his foreign expeditions were baffled and set at 
laaght by the all-pervading Yankees; all his home measures 
vera canvassed and condemned by ^' nmnerous and respectable 
neetings" of pot-house politicians. 

In the multitude of counselors, we are told, there is safety ; 
rat the multitude of counselors was a continual source of per- 
>lexity to William Kieft. With a temperament as hot as an old 
•adish, and a mind subject to perpetual whirlwinds and tornadoes, 
le never failed to get into a passion with every one who under- 
ook to advise him. I have observed, however, that your pas- 
lionate little men, like small boats with large sails, are easily 
ipset or blown out of their course ; so was it with William the 
Testy, who was prone to be carried away by the last piece of 
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advice blown into his ear. The oonsequence was, that, tboo^ i 
projf'ctor of the first class, yet, hj oontiniiallj changing his pro- 
ject :*, he gave none a fair trial ; and by endeavoring to do CTeiy 
thing, he in sober truth did nothing. 

In the meantime, the sovereign people having got into the 
sikWIc, showed themselves, as usual, unmerciful riders ; spurring 
on the little governor with harangues and petitions, and thwartinf 
liini with memorials and reproaches, in much the same way a» 
holyday apprentices manage an unlucky devil of a hack-borse— 
so that AVilhelmud Kiefl was kept at a worry or a gallop through- 
out the whole of his administration. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OF THE FOLLY OP BEING HAPPY IN TIME OP PROSPERITY 

OP TROUBLES TO THE SOUTH BROUGHT ON BY ANNEXA- 
TION — OP THE SECRET EXPEDITION OP JAN JANSEN AL- 
PENDAM, AND HIS MAGNIFICENT REWARD. 

If we could but get a peep at the tally of dame Fortune, where 
like a vigilant landlady she chalks up the debtor and creditor 
accounts of thoughtless mortals, we should find that every good is 
checked off by an evil ; and that however we may apparently 
revel scotfree for a season, the time will come when we must 
ruefully pay off the reckoning. Fortune in fact is a pestilent 
shrew, and withal an inexorable creditor ; and though for a time 
she may be all smiles and curtsies and indulge us in long credits, 
yet sooner or later she brings up her arrears with a vengeance, 
and washes out her scores with our tears. " Since," says good 
old Boetius, ^^ no man can retain her at his pleasure, what are 
her favors but sure prognostications of approaching trouble and 
calamity ?" 

This is the fundamental maxim of that sage school of philo- 
sophers the croakers, who esteem it true wisdom to doubt and 
despond when other men rejoice ; well knowing that happiness is 
at best but transient ; that the higher one is elevated on the see- 
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saw balance of fortune, the lower must be his subsequent depre^ 
sion ; that he who is on the uppermost round of a ladder lis 
mo^t to suffer from a fall, while he who is at the bottom 
runs very little risk of breaking his neck by tumbling to the 
top. 

Philosophical readers of this stamp must have doubtless in- 
fluk'''l in dismal forebodings all through the tranquil reign of 
'WaltL-r the Doubter, and considered it what Dutch seamen call i 
wf-jitlier-breeder. They will not be surprised, therefore, that ihe 
fuiil weather which gathered during his days, should now be rat- 
tling from all quarters on the head of William the Testy. 

Thf^ origin of some of these troubles may be traced quite back 
to tlio rli^coveries and annexations of Hans Reinier Oothout the 
explorer and Wynant Ten Breeches the land measurer, made in 
the twilijrht days of Oloffe the Dreamer ; by which the territories 
of the Xieuw Nederlands were carried far to the south, to Dela- 
ware river and parts beyond. The consequence was, many dis- 
putes and brawls with the Indians, which now and then reached 
the (Irowsv r;irs of Walter the Doubter and his council, like the 
mutti.'rin^ of distant thunder from behind the mountains, without, 
however, disturbing their repose. It was not till the time of 
William the Testv that the thunderbolt reached the Manhattoes. 
While the little governor was diligently protecting his eastern 
boundaries from the Yankees, word was brought him of the irrup- 
tion of a vagrant colony of Swedes in the south, who had landed 
on the banks of the Delaware and displayed the banner of that 
redoubtable virago Queen Christina, and taken possession of the 
country in her name. These had been guided in their expedition 
by one Peter Minuits or ^linnewit*. a renegade Dutchman, for- 
merly in the service of their High Mightinesses ; but who now 
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Miared himself governor of all the surrounding country, to 
Such was given the name of the province of New Sweden. 

It is an old saying that '< a little pot is soon hot," which was 
^ case with William the Testy. Being a little man he was soon 
li a passion, and once in a passion he soon boiled over. Sum- 
moning his council on the receipt of this news, he belabored the 
kwedes in the longest speech that had been heard in the colony 
inoe the wordy warfare of Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches, 
laving thus taken off the fire-edge of his valor, he resorted to 
m favorite measure of proclamation, and dispatched a document 
f the kind, ordering the renegade Minnewits and his gang of 
Iwedish vagabonds to leave the country immediately, under pain 
f the vengeance of their High Mightinesses the Lords States 
leneral, and of the potentates of the Manhattoes. 

This strong measure was not a whit more effectual than its 
redecessors, which had been thundered against the Yankees ; and 
^Tilliam Kieft was preparing to follow it up with something still 
lore formidable, when he received intelligence of other invaders 
n his southern frontier ; who had taken possession of the banks 
P the Schuylkill, and built a fort there. They were repre- 
3nted as a gigantic, gunpowder race of men, exceedingly expert 
t boxing, biting, gouging, and other branches of the rough and 
unble mode of warfare, which they had learned from their pro- 
)types and cousins-german, the Virginians, to whom they have 
ver borne considerable resemblance. Like them, too, they were 
peat roysters, much given to revel on hoe-cake and bacon, mint- 
dep and apple-toddy; whence their newly-formed colony had 
[ready acquired the name of Merryland ; which, with a slight 
lodification, it retains to the present day. 

In fact the Merrylanders and their cousins, the Yirginiansy 
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were represented to William Kieft as offsets from the same 
nal stock as his bitter enemies the Yanokie, or Yankee cri 
the caiit ; having both come over to this country for the lib< 
oonscienco ; or, in other words, to live as thej pleased : th 
kfos taking to praying and money-making, and converting qi 
and tlic Southerners to horse-racing and cock-fighting, and 






Again>t these new invaders '\Mlhelmu3 Kiefl immediai 
I>at<lnMl 11 naval armament of two sloops and thirty mer 
Jan Janson Alpendam, who was armed to the very tct-th v 
of the little firovcrnor's most powerful speeches, written in v 
Lf)w Dutch. 

A<lniiral Alpendam arrived without accident in the Sol 
{ind eanie upon the enemy just as they were en'i^i^red in 
" barbecnie," a kind of festivity or carouse much pnn* 
IMerryland. r)j)ening upon them with the speech of Will 
Testy, he d<'n<)uni'e<l them as a pack of lazy, canting, ji; 
j»ling, cock-fijiliting, horse-racing, slave-driving, taveni-h: 
Sabbat li-bn -akin u, mulatto-breeding upstarts; and concb 
onlerinfT tln.-ni to evacuate the countrv immediatolv : to 
they hu'onieally replied in plain English, " they'd see him 
first !" 

Now this was a reply on which neither Jan Jansen Al 
norWilhelmus Kieft had made any calculation. Findin'^' 
therefore, totally nnj)repared to answer so terrible a rebt 
suitable hostility, the admiral concluded his wisest course 
be to return honir, and report progress. lie acconlinMv 
Ills <'ourse back to New- Amsterdam, where lie arrivt 
Laving aceomi)lisli('l this hazardous enterprise ai small i 
of treasure, and no loss of life, llis saving policy gain 
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iniversal appellation of the Saviour of his Country; and bis 
ices were suitably rewarded by a shingle monument, erected 
iibscription on the top of Flattenbarrack-hill, where it immor- 
ed his name for three whole years, when it fell to pieces and 
burnt for firewood. 

11 



CHAFIER X. 

TROUBLOUS TIMES ON THE HUDSON ^HOW KILLIAX VAX RES- 
SELL AER ERECTED A FEUDAL CASTLE, AND HOW HE 15- 
TRODUCED CLUB LAW INTO THE PROVINCE. 

About this time the testy little governor of the New-Netherknd* 
ii])peai\s to have had his hands fuU, and with one annoyance and 
the other to have been kept continually on the bounce. He was 
on the very point of following up the expedition of Jan Jansea 
Al])«jn(lani by some belligerent measures against the marauder 
oi' ^NlfiTyland, when his attention was suddenly called away by 
belligerent troubles springing up in another quarter, the seeds of 
wliieli had been sown in the tranquil days of Walter the Doubter. 
Tlie reader will recollect the deep doubt into which that most 
pacific govei-nor wtis thrown on Killian Van Rensellaer's taking 
possession of Beam Island by wapen recht. While the governor 
doubted and did nothing, the lordly 'K'illian went on to complete 
his sturdy little castellum of Rensellaerstein, and to garrison it 
witli a number of his tenants from the Helderberg, a mountain 
region famous for th(i hardest heads and hardest fists in the pro- 
vince. Nicholas Koorn, a faithful squire of the patroon, accus- 
tomed to strut at liis heels, wear his cast-off clothes, and imitate 
his lofty bearing, was established in this post as wacht-meester. 
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3is duty it was to keep an eye on the river and oblige every 
ressel that passed, unless on the service of their High liGghti- 
lesses, to strike its flag, lower its peak, and pay toll to the lord 
tf Bensellaerstein. 

This assumption of sovereign authority within the territories 
f the Lords States Greneral, however it might have been tole- 
ated by Walter the Doubter, had been sharply contested by 
¥illiam the Testy on coming into office, and many written re- 
monstrances had been addressed by him to Elllian Van Rensel- 
Eier, to which the latter never deigned a reply. Thus by degrees 
, sore place, or in Hibernian parlance a ra/Wy had been estab- 
Lshed in the irritable soul of the little governor, insomuch that 
le winced at the very name of Rensellaerstein. 

Now it came to pass, that on a fine sunny day the Company's 
'acht the Half-Moon, having been on one of its stated visits to 
Tort Aurania, was quietly tiding it down the Hudson ; the com- 
aander, Grovert Lockerman, a veteran Dutch skipper of few \^ 
ror ds but gyeat bo ttom, was seated on the high poop, quietly 
moking his pipe, under the shadow of the proud flag of Orange, 
rhen, on arriving abreast of Beam Island, he was saluted by a 
tentorial! voice from the shore, " Lower thy flag, and be d— d 
thee !" 

Gk>vert Lockerman, without taking his pipe out of his mouth, 
amed up his eye from under his broad-brimmed hat to see who 
tailed him thus discourteously. There, on the ramparts of the 
3rt, stood Nicholas Koom, armed to the teeth, flourishing a 
rass-hilted sword, while a steeple-crowned hat and cock's tail- 
gather, formerly worn by Killian Van Rensellaer himself, gave 
n inexpressible loftiness to his demeanor. 

Grovert Lockerman eyed the warrior from top to toe, but was 
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r.": •:• '".^ lisniajeti. Taking the pipe slowly out of his monik. 
"T. -srl-.i-.TT* shcuM I lower my flag?" demanded he. -Toife 
r.'ijh \tA niijhrv Kiliian Van Renssellaer. the lord of Rens6- 
I-'irr-rrir. "."' "wa.? the reruv. 

" I \''j^^T \i to none but the Prince of Oranire and mv master' 
the L'"rl.r State-^ General." So saying, he resumed his pipe ani 
=r::-k— 1 ^'r^. an air of 'iogzed determination. 

E.ir: J ! wen: a ^n frc^m the fortress ; the ball cut b«3th ?a:'. 
ax'.'i r!j.r!nz. Go vert Lookerman said nothing, but smoketi i*? 
more 'ioc:;:e'ilv. 

Ear.z \ went another gun ; the shot whistling close astern. 

•* Fire. an-I he J^i." cried Govert Lookerman, cnunmi?.i i 
ne'v charge of tobacco into his pipe, and smoking with -'.ill 
inorea.-ir.2 vehemence. 

Ban 2 ! went a third gun. The shot passed over his hea^i. 
tearing a hole in the " princely flag of Orange." 

Thi= was the harde>t trial of all for the pride and patience c: 
Govert Lockerman : he maintained a stubborn thousrh swellir-j 
■•ilen' '-. but his smothered rage might be perceived by the ?1; '- 
vehement puffs of smoke emitted from his pipe, by which b-- 
mii'ht be tracked for miles, as he slowly floated out of shot an: 
out of sijrht of Beam Inland. In fact he never gave vent to ti- 
pa.=.-iori until he jrot fairiv amonnr the hijrhland? of the Hiid^»n : 
when he let flv whole volh-v-: of Dutch oaths, which are said !■.- 
lin^rer to this verv dav amonjr the echoes of the Dunderbere. and :■■ 
givf j»firticular efft-ct to the thunder-storms in that neighborh«>-i. 

It wfLS the -udden apparition of Govert Lockerman at Dir? 
MisfTV, beariij;? in hi.s hand the tattered flag of Orange, thai ar- 
n-'tt'd the attention of Wilh'am the Testy, just as he was devi*inc 
Ji ii«!w exfX'dition against the marauders of Merryland. I will 
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pretend to describe the passion of the little man when he. 

of the outrage of Rensellaerstein. Suffice it to say, in ihe^^ 
transports of his fury, he turned Dog's Misery topsy-turvy ; 
kicked every cur out of doors, and threw the cate out of the win- 
dow ; after which, his spleen being in some measure relieved, he 
went into a council of war with Grovert Lockerman, the skipper^ 
assisted by Antony Van Corlear, the trumpeter. 



CHAPTER XI. 

OF THE DIPLOMATIC MISSION OF ANTOXT THE TBUXPETES 

TO THE FORTRESS OF RENSELLAERSTEIN ^AXD HOW HE 

WAS PUZZLED BY A CABALISTIC REPLY. 

The eyes of all New- Amsterdam were now turned to sec whu 
would be the end of this direful feud between William the Testv 
and the patroon of Rensellaerwick ; and some observing ib^ 
consultations of the governor with the skipper and the trumpet- 
er. ])r<dictod warlike measures by sea and land. The wrath of 
'William Kieft however, though quick to rise, was quick to 
evaporate. He was a perfect brush-heap in a blaze, snapping 
and crackling for a time and then ending in smoke. Like many 
other valiant potentates, his first thoughts were all for war, hii 
inAwr second thoughts for diplomacy. 

Accordingly, Govert Lockerman was once more dispatched 
u]) the river in the Company's yacht, the Groed Hoop, bearing 
Antony the Trumpeter as ambassador, to treat with the bellige- 
rent powers of Uensellaerstein In the fullness of time the yacht 
arriviMl before Beam Island, and Antony the Trumpeter, mounting 
tlu^ poop, sounded a parley to the fortress. In a little while the 
stfM'ple-crowned hat of Nicholas Koom, the wacht-meester, rose 
abo\e the battlements, followed by his iron visage, and ultimately 
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bis whole person, armed, as before, to the very teeth : while one 
\}j one a whole row of Helderbergers reared their round burly 
beads above the wall, and beside each pumpkin-head peered the 
3nd of a rusty musket Nothing daunted by this formidable 
uray, Antony Van Corlear drew forth and read with audible 
7oice a missive from William the Testy, protesting against the 
isurpation of Beam Island, and ordering the garrison to quit 
;he premises, bag and baggage, on pain of the vengeance of the 
potentate of the Manhattoes. 

In reply the wacht-meester applied the thumb of his right , 
land to the end of his nose, and the thumb of the left hand to 
he little finger of the right, and spreading each hand like a fan 
nade an aerial flourish with his fingers. Antony Van Corlear ]} 
vas sorely perplexed to understand this sign, which seemed to him ]\ 
»mething mysterious and masonic. Not liking to betray his ig- [ { 
lorance, he again read with a loud voice the missive of William 
he Testy, and again Nicholas Koom applied the thumb of his 
•ight hand to the end of his nose, and the thumb of his left hand 
o the little finger of the right and repeated this kind of nasal 
veather-cock. Antony Van Corlear now persuaded himself 
hat this was some short-hand sign or symbol, current in diplo- 
nacy ; which though unintelligible to a new diplomat, like himself, 
vould speak volumes to the experienced intellect of WiUliam 
he Testy; considering his embassy therefore at an end, he 
lounded his trumpet with great complacency and set sail on his 
'ctum down the river, every now and then practising this mys- 
erious sign of the wacht-meester, to keep it accurately in mind. 

Arrived at New Amsterdam he made a faithful report of his 
'jnbassy to the governor, accompanied by a manual exhibition 
if the response of Nicholas Koom. The governor was equally 
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perpkxtMl witli lii< ambassador. He was deeply versed in 'J:* 
inviterios of freemasonry ; but they threw no light on the mat- 
tor. II<j knew every variety of wind-mill and weather-cocL be 
WHS not a whit tlie wiser as to the aerial sign in question. H* 
liiul «.ven dabbled in Egyptian hieroglyphics and the mystic syn:- 
U)h of the obelisks, but none furnished a key to the replv^-: 
Niiliola? Koorn. He called a meeting of his counciL Anioay 
Van Cork'ar stood forth in the midst, and putting the thumb oi 
his riirlit hand to his nose and the thumb of his left hand to ibe 
lingrr of the right, he gave a faitliful fac-simile of the portentous 
>i<:n. Having a nose of unusual dimensions it was as if tb^ 
nj)ly liatl boon put in capitals, but all in vain; the worthy bur- 
<rnniasters were tMiually perplexed with the governor. Each 
onr ]mt liis thumb to the end of his nose, spread his finger* 
lik«' a fan. imitated the motion of Antony Van Corlear, and 
tli«n smoked on in dubious silence. Several times was Antonj 
obliL'i'd to stand forth like a fugleman and repeat the sign, aiil 
«':i(h time a circle of nasal weather-cocks might be seen in the 
<'«tnn«-il chamber. 

INrplrxrd in the extreme, William the Testy sent for all th*^ 
xxiilisivrrs. and fortunetellers and wise men of the Manhaito*-. 
but none could interpret the mysterious reply of NichuLis 
Koorn. The council broke up in sore perplexity. The matter 
ETOt abroad, Antony Van Corlear wits stopped at every comer to 
rcjK'at th(" si^rnal to a knot of anxious newsmongers, each "f 
whom dc])artcd with his thumb to his nose and his finders in ih-* 
air, to carry the story home to his family. For several days all 
business was ncgli'ct<Ml in Xcw-Amsterdam ; nothing was talked 
of but the diplomatic mission of Antony the Trumpeter, nothing 
was to be seen but knots of ]K>1iticians witli their thumbs to their 
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loses; In the meantime the fierce feud between William the 
Testy and Killian Van Rensellaer, which at first had menaced 
leadly warfare, gradually cooled oif, like many other war ques- 
ions, in the prolonged delays of diplomacy. 

Still to this early afiair of Rensellaerstein may be traced the 
emote origin of those windy wars in modem days which rage 
Q the bowels of the Helderberg, and have well nigh shaken 
he great patroonship of the Van Rensellaers to its foundation ; 
or we are told that the bully boys of the Helderberg, who 
erved under Nicholas Koom the wacht-meester, carried back to 
heir mountains the hieroglyphic sign which had so sorely puz- 
;led Antony Van Corlear and the sages of the Manhattoes ; so 
hat to the present day the thumb to the nose and the fingers in 
he air is apt to be the reply of the Helderbergers whenever 
ailed upon for any long arrears of rent 

11* 



CHAPTER Xn. 

CONTAIXIXG THE RISE OF THE GREAT AMPHICTTOMC COOCIl 
or THE PILGRIMS, WITH THE DECLINE AXD FINAL EXTBC- 
TIOX OF WILLIAM THE TESTY. 

It was asserted by the wise men of ancient times, who had a 
nearer opportunity of ascertaining the fact, that at the gate of 
Jupiter's palace lay two huge tuns, one filled with blessings, 
tlie oilier with misfortunes ; and it would verily seem as if the 
latter Lad been completely overturned and left to deluge tie 
unlucky province of Nieuw-Nederlands : for about this time, while 
hiirassed and annoved from the south and the north, incessant foraTS 
were made by the border chivalry of Connecticut upon the pig- 
styes and hen-roosts of the Nederlanders. Every day or two 
some broad-bottomed express-rider, covered with mud and mire. 
would come flounderinjr into the gate of New- Amsterdam, freighted 
with some new tale of ajrgrcssion from the frontier ; wherenpon 
Antony Van Corlear, seizing his trumpet, the only substitute for 
a newspaper in those primitive days, would sound the tiding? 
from the ramparts with such doleful notes and disastrous cadence, 
as to throw half the old women in the city into hysterica ; all 
which tended greatly to increase his popularity ; there being 
nothing for which the public are more grateful than being fre- 
quently tn;at4'd to a panic ; a secret well known to modem editoni 
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But, oh ye powers ! into what a paroxysm of passion did 
each new outrage of the Yankees throw the choleric little gov- 
ernor ! Letter ai^er letter, protest afler protest, bad Latin, worse 
English, and hideous Low Dutch, were incessantly fulminated 
upon them, and the four-and-twenty letters of the alphabet, which 
formed his standing army, were worn out by constant campaign- 
ing. All, however, was ineffectual ; even the recent victory at 
OjBter Bay, which had shed such a gleam of sunshine between 
the clouds of his foul weather reign, was soon followed by a more 
fearful gathering up of those clouds, and indications of more por- 
tentous tempest ; for the Yankee tribe on the banks of the Con- 
necticut, finding on this memorable occasion their incompetency to 
cope in fair fight with the sturdy chivalry of the Manhattoes, had 
called to their aid all the ten tribes of their brethren, who inhabit 
the east country, which from them has derived the name of 
Yankee land. This call was promptly responded to. The conse- 
quence was a great confederacy of the tribes of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New-Plymouth and New-Haven, under the title of 
the "United Colonies of New-England;" the pretended object of 
which was mutual defence against the savages ; but the real object 
the subjugation of the Nieuw-Nederlands. 

For, to let the reader into one of the great secrets of history, 
the Nieuw-Nederlands had long been regarded by the whole 
Yankee race as the modern land of promise, and themselves as 
the chosen and peculiar people destined, one day or other, by hook 
or by crook, to get possession of it. In truth they are a wonder- 
ful and all-prevalent people ; of that class who only require an 
inch to gain an ell, or a halter to gain a horse. From the time 
they first gained a foothold on Plymouth Rock, they began to 
migrate, progressing and progressing from place to place, and land 
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f... \:i- ;. 1:. ikii._^ :"i I:::!'; I.t.-re iwA :\ little there, and lyinTrC'Vi-rirj 
:].'• ' M »■:••. v-il.. -l.-i: a roIlir.L' 5t«!ne gather? no n-.-i. R-r.- 
:!..-. l.iv- tiiii.iiou-lv n.-.v-ived th».- nk-knanio of The PiL'^r;:^'. 
II.'.: > r.i -;-iV. a p».-MpIe '*^"Lo are alwavs seekinji a l>2::er "X-uiTr" 
t!.;'iTi tl.-'ir •..■.vn. 

Til'-; Ti-linLT' of thi^ great Yankee league struck William Ix.-'' 
v.\'\. 'li-iiiav. ar.'l for onov in hi> life he forgot to iHMin-;-: * 
:-• ■ ' • : '. i : ; :.^ ; I • i i - a crn.-e al •! i:- j • ie c».- of i nt el ligen ce. In fact, on : •: r."; : 
o'. • r in l.i- mind all that he had read at the Hasnie a^»oi:t iri.-:**^ 
'.iiA t'ninliination.-. he found that this was a counieriian •'■!' '.- 
AM.phii-nonic U.-acrne. by which the states of Greece atiaiRv"': ? . .- 
j-.;'- r ;iii'l -iipn uia* y ; and the very idea made hi? h»rar 'j :..'v 
t""r Tli«- ^;^t■ery of lii^ enijiire at the Manhattoes. 

ri.e afTliir- of the confederacy were manacred hv an ar.r. :... 
loni.-'il of d<;legates held at I>ur?ton, which Kiefi denominait--! :':.- 
I). l}.l!M- of this truly cla.--ic league. The veni- first mee:injj:i" 
''•\ld^'rve of hostility to theXieuw-Nederlanders, who wen.- ch:ir-_'-i 
ill ihcir deaiin.:fs with the Indians, with carryin'r on a traif.-.* i- 
•• ;.niM'. powthcr and shott — a trade damnable and injurious t" '.hr 
r(ilr,;ii-f-.*' Jt i-. tHH- the Conn«.'«'ticut traders wert* fain to 'I:i^''-'.- 
;i lli;l«- ill tlii-i ilaiiinabh* traffic: but then tliev alwavs d».al: :r. 
what wen- K-vuvd Yankee guns ; ingeniously calculated to bur-: 
in tli»" jiaL'Mii hfind> which used them. 

The ri.^f <,\' thi- ]jotr-nt oonf'-deracy was a death-blow !•. rl.- 
u\ni-y <,{' William thf- T^-.-^ty. for from that day Ibnvanl hf r.-v-: 
li'ld \\\) hi- lna«l. but aj'jMand '[iiite crest-falh-n. It is tni--. :> 
I III- 'j]:\]u\ citwucW aii;rnn'iiti-.l in |)(,wi-r. and the leainie r<.liir.: 
onward, vJithcn-d about ih-- rt-d hi!K of X«*w-IIaven. thn.-ateni!..' 
!•» ovi tuIhImi ih«' Ni»Mnv-X«-d« rland-. In.- continued <i<vasiun.illv 

■ 

i«» fniminair pri«lainati«>ns aii'l prote-t-. as a shrewd sea-captain 
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tres bis gtujs into a watcr-spout ; but alas ! they had no more 
ifiect than so many'blank cartridges. 

Thus end the authenticated chronicles of the reign of William 
he Testy ; for henceforth, in the troubles, perplexities, and con- 
iision of the times, he seems to have been totally overlooked, and 
o have slipped for ever through the fingers of scrupulous history. v,t^^ 
[t is a matter of deep concern that such obscurity should hang 
nver his latter days ; for he was in truth a mighty and great little 
nan, and worthy of being utterly renowned, seeing that he was 
;he first potentate that introduced into this land the art of fighting 
)y proclamation, and defending a country by trumpeters and 
nrind-miUs. 

It is true, that certain of the early provincial poets, of whom 
liere were great numbers in the Nieuw-Nederlands, taking advan- 
;age of his mysterious exit, have fabled that, like Romulus, he 
was translated to the skies, and forms a very fiery little star, 
jomewhere on the left claw of the crab ; while others, equally 
anciful, declare that he had experienced a fate similar to that of 
he good king Arthur ; who, we are assured by ancient bards, 
Bvas carried away to the delicious abodes of fairy land, where he 
still exists, in gristine worth and vigor, and will one day or 
uiother return to restore the gallantry, the honor, and the imma- 
culate probity, which prevailed in the glorious days of the Bound 
Table* 

* The old Welsh bards believed that king Arthur was not dead, but carried 
iwaie by the fairies into some pleasant place, where he sholde remaine for a 
Jme, and then retume againe and reigne in as great authority as ever. — Hol- 

yiNSHED. 

The Britons suppose that he shall come yet and conquere all Britaigne, for 
^ertes, this is the prophicye of Merlyn — He say'd that his deth shall be doubt- 
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All these, however, are but pleasing fantasies, the 
visions of those dreaming varlets, the poets, to which I n 
have my judicious reader attach any credibility. Neith 
disposed to credit an ancient and rather apocryphal I 
who asserts that the ingenious Wilhelmus was aTmihilat^ 
blowing down of one of his wind-mills ; nor a writer of lat 
who affirms that he fell a victim to an experiment in 
history, having the misfortune to break his neck from 
window of the stadthouse in attempting to catch swa 
sprinkling salt upon their tails. Still less do I put mj 
the tradition that he perished at sea in conveying home 
land a treasure of golden ore, discovered somewhere an 
haunted regions of the Catskill mountains.* 

eons ; and said soth, for men thereof yet have doabte and ahnllei 
more — for men wyt not whether that he lyveth or is dede. — De Let 
* Diedrich Knickerbocker, in his scrupulous search after truth, is 
too fastidious in regard to facts which border a little on the marrelt 
story of the golden ore rests on something better than mere traditi 
venerable Adrian Van der Donck, Doctor of Laws, in his dc8cri|ici 
New Netherlands, asserts it from his own observation as an eye-wit 
was present, he says, in 1645 at a treaty between Governor Kieft an* 
hawk Indians, in which one of the latter, in painting himself for the < 
used a pigment the weight and shining appearance of which excited 
osity of the governor and Mynheer Van der Donck. They obtain^ 
and gave it to be proved by a skillful doctor of medicine, Johan 
Montague, one of the councilors of the New Netherlands. It was | 
crucible, and yielded two pieces of gold worth about three guilders. 
continues Adrian Van der Donck, was kept secret. As scxm as f 
made with the Mohawks, an officer and a few men were sent to the 
(In the region of the Kantskill) under the guidance of an Indian, to t 
the precious mineral. They brought back a bucket full of ore ; wl 
submitted to the crucible, proved as productive as the first. William '. 
thought the discovery certain. He sent a confidential person, Aren 
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The most probable account declares, that what with the 
dDfitant troubles on his frontiers — ^the incessant schemings and 
"ojects going on in his own pericranium — the memorials, peti- 
yosy remonstrances, and sage pieces of advice of respectable 
eetings of the sovereign people, and the refractory disposition of 
s councilors, who were sure to differ from him on every point, 
id uniformly to be in the wrong — his mind was kept in a fur- 
ice heat, until he became as completely burnt out as a Dutch 
mily pipe which has passed through three generations of hard 
dokers. In this manner did he undergo a kind of animal com- 
tstion, consuming away like a farthing rush-light — so that when 
im death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce left enough 
him to bury ! \^^^ 

th a bag full of the mineral, to New-Haven, to take passage in an English 
p for England, thence to proceed to Holland. The vessel sailed at Christ- 
k8» bat never reached her port. All on board perished. 

In the year 1647, Wilhelmos Kieft himself embarked on board the Princess, 
ung with him specimens of the supposed mineral. The ship was never 
ard of more ! 

Some have supposed that the mineral in question was not gold, but pyrites ; 
t we have the assertion of Adrian Van der Donck, an eye-witness, and the 
periment of Johannes de la Montagne, a learned doctor of medicine, en the 
Iden side of the question. Cornelius Van Tienhooven, also, at that time 
cretary of the New- Netherlands, declared in Holland that he had tested 
veral specimens of the mineral, which proved satisfiictory.* 

It would appear, however, that these golden treasures of the Kaatskill 
ways brought ill luck ; as is evidencedin the fate of Arent Corsen and Wil- 
(Imus Kieft, and the wreck of the ships in which they attempted to convey 
e treasure across the ocean. The golden mines have never since been 
plored, but remain among the mysteries of the Kaatskill mountains, and 
ider the protection of the goblins which haunt them. 

• See Van der Donck's DescripUon of the New-Netberiandi. CoUect. New-Yoik HisL 
idety, Vol. I. p. 161. 



BOOK V. 

^ING THE FIRST PART OF THE REIGN OF PETER 
VESANT, AND HIS TROUBLES WITH THE AMPHIC- 
riC COUNCIL. 



CHAPTER I. 

H THE DEATH OP A GREAT MAN IS SHOWN TO BE NO 
• INCONSOLABLE MATTER OP SORROW — ^AND HOW PE- 
3TUY VESANT ACQUIRED A GREAT NAME FROM THE UN- 
ION. STRENGTH OP HIS HEAD. 

)found philosopher like myself, who am apt to see clear 
a subject, where the penetration of ordinary people ex- 
; half way, there is no fact more simple and manifest than 
ieath of a great man is a matter of very little importance, 
we may think of ourselves, and much as we may excite 
y plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greatest 
s do actually fill but an exceeding small space in the 
nd it is equally certain, that even that small space is 
3upplied when we leave it vacant. " Of what conse- 
j it," said Pliny, " that individuals appear, or make their 
3 world is a theatre whose scenes and actors are continu- 
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fallaw « on in Uie loaCalcps of age ( hk bcra jaal al 

Iriuinphol iiur. to molip mtv for ihe hero nlw Dum 

niir] of UiP proudest mnoarch k a mta^j mM iImI. ~bc 4^ 

wlih hi* foUien, sail hL» tacceaoor nigiwd in hi* Mcad." 

The wariil, to trJI Uh> privaM tnnh, nree 
loM, Mill if left (0 iucIT miaU iMn ftuQo* lo grim. Mid ttl# 
K ruuion \am oAtn bc«i flgutMifoijr dnnrved in tem m ll* 
rii-iuli of a itrpal »■■, fA h b Ivd id one iFbb indiridialUHli* 
1n<kii ohnl on Ihc ornuioti, cxorptiii); r?im tlxr farluni [ic&rf iM 
hunffTj nullior. It ia the hbtonui. tb« Uogntpber, sad (he fti. 
«h» h«vr thn wbolt) hnnlninf ^rf to 9uUain; who— kiadn^' 
— hkr iiiitlMlnkcn In EiiglnikL act ihe |WTt of Fhirf mo ia na^- 
who ttiHiUe It nnlion wilh figlvi it nrmr hraveil, uhI delnct (t «id 
Iran U iicfir iln-Hml of nhnihting. Tlini, wbHe iIm pMnHit 
MiUior i« wfrping ami liowliu^. b [irctM, In blank Tenv, sal a 
rliymr, niiil coUfrtinp (h<> drop* of poblie oorrow Iniu \m tttmt. 
tu liilfi n Inrlin-nuil viMe, it ia tiioiv than jwobaliU hi* fdkm^it' 
«fM* »tv rMJntc anil ilrtnMng. SiMltng ami danrlnjr, «■ oBrHi 
tKnioiuil iif lliu lillipr lanmlathiu Biail<^ in their nane, a* 
tlinM mr>ii ot niraw, John Don and Richart! Uots, of thn fUt 
fhr wIhini IImv arr (p-nemikilr pli^tt^ lo bMncne win r ti a t. 

Tbn imal ((Inrinitit buTO that i-m- il(«alal4<d natlocw 
llh'uMamt Into iJiliriuti ninonjt tlii^ rablnib of la* mm 
(lilt tNit aoOHi hiMorian lake him into faTor, and bi 
tirtnMwIl bU name in |wM«-ritv — am) much as the nlia 
Kl^'ll mirriM, anil l>ti>.i]pd. and larmotlrd. «bilt- hi- htH (W*^ 
Kin hT ft vlMle «iiIm7 in U* hauHL T quu^ion >iwi»ail,T «to*« 
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will not be obliged to this authentic history for all his future 
t^Iebritj. 

His exit occasioned no convulsion in the citj of New-Amster- 
K^in nor its vicinity : the earth trembled not, neither did any stars 
4K>ot from their spheres — ^the heavens w^e not shrouded in 
>]ack, as poets would fain persuade us they have been, on the 
Sjeath of a hero-^the rocks (hard-hearted varlets !) melted not 
^to tears, nor did the trees hang their heads in silent sorrow ; 
Bmd as to the sun, he lay a-bed the next night just as long, 
Hnd showed as jolly a face when he rose, as he ever did on the 
Bame day of the month in any year, either before or since. The 
^ood people of New- Amsterdam, one and all, declared that he 
liad been a very busy, active, bustling little governor; that 
lie was " the father of his country " — that he was " the noblest 
work of God " — that " he was a man, take him for all in all, they 
ne'er should look upon his like again " — ^together with sundry 
other civil and affectionate speeches regularly said on the death 
of all great men ; after which they smoked their pipes, thought 
no more about him, and Peter Stuyvesant succeeded to his 
station. 

Peter Stuyvesant was the last, and, like the renowned Wouter 
Van Twiller, the best of our ancient Dutch governors. Wouter 
having surpassed all who preceded him, and Pieter or Piet, as he 
was sociably called by the old Dutch burghers, who were ever 
prone to familiarize names, having never been equalled by any 
saccessor. He was in fact the very man fitted by nature to re- 
trieve the desperate fortunes of her beloved province, had not the 
£Eites, those most potent and unrelenting of all ancient spinsters, 
destined them to inextricable confusion. 

To say merely that he was a hero would be doing him 
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great injustice — ^he was in truth a oombiDadcm of 1 
was of a sturdy, rawboned make like Ajax Telam 
of round shoulders that Hercules would have giv< 
(meaning his lion's hide,) when he undertook to 
of his load. He was, moreover, as Plutarch de£ 
nus, not only terrible for the force of his arm, but 
voice, which sounded as though it came oat of a bt 
the self-same warrior, he possessed a sovereign cc 
sovereign people, and an iron aspect, which was e 
to make the very bowels of his adversaries quake 
dismay. All this martial excellency of appears 
pressibly heightened by an accidental advantage 
am surprised that neither Homer nor Virgil have 
their heroes. This was nothing less than a wo< 
was the only prize he had gained in bravely figh 
of his country, but of which he was so proud, tha 
heard to declare he valued it more than all his c 
together ; indeed so highly did he esteem it, that ! 
lantly enchased and relieved with silver devices, w 
to be related in divers histories and legends that 
ver leg.* 

^ Like that choleric warrior Achilles, he was son 
to extempore bursts of passion, which were rati 
to his favorites and attendants, whose perceptions 
quicken, afler the manner of his illustrious imit4 
Great, by anointing their shoulders with his walkii 
Though I cannot find that he had read Plat 
or Hobbes, or Bacon, or Algernon Sydney, or T 

* See the histories of Masters Josseljn and No 
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"^ He sometimes manifest a slirewdness and sagacity in his 
^•ilittures, that one would hardly expect from a man who did not 
"^^^Mf Greek, and had never studied the ancients. True it is, 
I confess it with sorrow, that he had an unreasonable aver- 
to experiments, and was fond of governing his province 
the simplest manner — ^but then he contrived to keep it in 
^^tter order than did the erudite Eieft, though he had all the 
^lilosophers, ancient and modem, to assist and perplex him. 
- must likewise own that he made but very few laws, but then 
i^ain he took care that those few were rigidly and impartially 
enforced — and I do not know* but justice on the whole was as 
^ell administered as if there had been volumes of sage acts and 
ifatates yearly made,' and daily neglected and forgotten. 

He was, in fact, the very reverse of his predecessors, being 
neither tranquil and inert, like Walter the Doubter, nor restless 
md fidgeting, like William the Testy ; but a man, or rather a 
governor, of such uncommon activity and decision of mind, that 
lie never sought nor accepted the advice of others; depending 
bravely upon his single head as would a hero of yore upon his 
dngle arm, to carry him through all difficulties and dangers. To 
tell the simple truth he wanted nothing more to complete him as 
a statesman than to think always right, for no one can say but 
tihat he always acted as he thought He was never a man to 
flinch, when he found himself in a scrape ; but to dash forward 
through thick and thin, trusting, by hook or by crook, to make 
all things straight in the end. In a word, he possessed in an 
eminent degree that great quality in a statesman, called perse- 
verance by the polite, but nicknamed obstinacy by the vulgar. 
A wonderful salve for official blunders ; since he who perseveres 
in error without flinching, gets the credit of boldness and consis- 
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toncy, wUle be who iravcrj in ?«eking to do wlM u t^ j 
Btigmntiicd ae a trimmer. This ancli b WRsiti; 
majdm well woribj ibe attention oT all legidaieos gna i 
Btnall, who #land shaking in the wind, irre^iliiti: wlueli ■ 
Bteer, thai a nder who follows his gwn will plea 
he who seeks t« satisfy the wt^be^ and wlums af otb»i mnf M 
rifk of pleasing nobody. There is tiollung too tik« pntlii^ t 
ODe's fool re^lulely, wheu in doubt ; and lettiog tbing* takefl 
■ co[m«. The clock that etands slill puinla right twiet b Acl 
and twenty hours : while others mfty keep going cealiiiiaQil 
be cowtinually going wrong. 

Kor did this magnaninimis quality escape ibe d 
the good people of Kieuw-Xederlands ; on the eonuraiy, to a 
were tfaey etnick with the independent win and « 
tion displayed on all oceasions tiy thdr new goremor, itdfl 
universally called him Hard-Koppig Pietf or Peter U 
strong — a great compliment lo the slrengtli of his nnder 

If, from all Iliat I have said, Ihon dost not gvtber, i 
reader, that Peter Slnyvesunt wm n ton^ sturdy, vnliMt. | 
weather-beaten, mettlesome, ubslinule, lenth(jnHddcid|1ian-]ieani^ 
generous-spirited old governor, eltlier I have written to bat Ml I 
purpose, or thou art very dull at drawing oondnslaa^ 

His most csccllent goverDor cotiimctii'ed hit MfaainktndMB 
on tlie 29tb of May, 1647; a remarkably stormy day, dotik- 
guished in all the almanaes nf the lirtifi which baT« cnme fan 
lo us by the name of Windg Friday. At be waa vef^jailM 
of hi» permnal and offidtO dimity, be wa« iniuigurmml into (Am 
with gmal ceremony ; the goo>lly oaken diair of tha riimwl 
Wuuler Yon Twillor being i-Jireiiilly presi^rvod for ^itefa nciira 
in like nuumer m tho clu^ and ilooQ w 
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"^ed at Schone, in Scotland, for the coronation of the Caledo- 
m monarchs. 

I must not omit to mention, that the tempestuous state of the 
suents, together with its being that unlucky day of the week 
iBoed "hanging day/' did not fail to excite much grave 
Qeulation and divers v^ry reasonable apprehensions among the 
^TO ancient and enlightened inhabitants ; and several of the 
ger sex, who were reputed to be not a little skilled in the mys- 
eies of astrology and fortunetelling, did declare outright that 
ey were omens of a disastrous administration — an event that 
one to be lamentably verified, and which proves, beyond dispute, 
^ wisdom of attending to those preternatural intimations fur- 
shed by dreams and visions, the flying of birds, falling of stones, 
)d cackling of geese, on which the sages and rulers of ancient 
ines placed such reliance — or to those shootings of stars, eclipses 
F the moon, bowlings of dogs, and flarings of candles, carefully 
o^ed and interpreted by the oracular sybils of our day ; who, in 
ly humble opinion, are the legitimate inheritors and preservers 
I the ancient science of divination. This much is certain, that 
lovemor Stuy vesant succeeded to the chair of state at a turbu- 
ut period ; when foes thronged and threatened fh)m without ; 
hen anarchy and stiff-necked opposition reigned rampant within ; 
hen the authority of their High Mightinesses the Lords States- 
reneral, though supported by economy, and defended by speeches, 
rotests and proclamations, yet tottered to its very centre ; and 
hen the great city of New- Amsterdam, though fortified by flag- 
aflfe, trumpeters, and wind-mills, seemed, like some fair lady of 
isy virtue, to lie open to attack, and ready to yield to the first 
ivader. 



CHAPTER n. 

SHOWnC^G HOW PETEB THE HEADSTROXG BESTIRItED B 
AMOXG THE RAT 5 AST) COBWEBS OX ESTTEKCfG DTTO 
HIS IXTERVIEW WITH AXTOXT THE TSUXPETER. 1 
PERILOUS MEDDLIXG WITH THE CURREXCT. 



c 



The very first movements of the great Peter, on taking 
of government, displayed his magnanimity, though th< 
sioned not a little marvel and uneasiness among the peof 
Manhattoes. Finding himself constantly interrupted b] 
position, and annoyed by the advice of his privy con 
members of which had acquired the tmreasonable habit < 
ing and speaking for themselves during the preceding 
determined at once to put a stop to such grievous abon 
Scarcely, therefore, had he entered upon his authority, 
turned out of office all the meddlesome spirits of the fad 
inet of William the Testy ; in place of whom he ch 
himself counselors from those fat, somniferoos. re 
burghers who had flourished and slumbered nnder the e 
of Waher the Doubter. All these he caused to be 1 
with abundance of fair long pipes, and to be regaled 
quent r'orfK)rati<in dinners, admonishing them to smoke, 
und Kleep, for the good of the nation, while be took the I 
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►vernment upon his own slioulders — an arrangement to which 
ey all gave hearty acquiescence. 

!Nor did he stop liere, but made a hideous rout among the 
ventions and expedients of his learned predecessor — rooting 
> lais patent gallows, where caitiff vagabonds were suspended by 
^^ waistband — demolishing his flag-staffs and wind-mills, which, 
K.e mighty giants, guarded the ramparts of New- Amsterdam — 
etching to the duyvel whole batteries of quaker guns — and, in a 
''Ord, turning topsy-turvy the whole philosophic, economic, and 
^nd-mill system of the immortal sage of Saardam. 

The honest folk of New- Amsterdam began to quake now for 
-ue fate of their matchless champion, Antony the Trumpeter, 
^ho had acquired prodigious favor in the eyes of the women, by 
^eans of his whiskers and his trumpet. Ilim did Peter the 
Headstrong cause to be brought into his presence, and eyeing 
iim for a moment from head to foot, with a countenance that 
would have appalled any thing else than a sounder of brass — 
" Pr'ythee, who and what art thou ?" said he. " Sire," replied 
the other, in no wise dismayed, " for my name, it is Anthony Van 
Corlear — for my parentage, I am the son of my mother — ^for my 
profession, I am champion and garrison of this great city of Newr 
Amsterdam." " I doubt me much," said Peter Stuy vesant, " that 
,hou art some scurvy costard-monger knave: — how didst thou 
icquire this paramotfnt honor and dignity ?" " Marry, sir," re- 
plied the other, " like many a great man before me, simply by 
\ounding my own ti-umpet" " Ay, is it so ?" quoth the governor ; 
* why then let us have a relish of thy art" Whereupon the 
rood Antony put his instrument to his lips, and sounded a charge 
«rith such a tremendous outset, such a delectable quaver, and such 

\ triumphant cadence, that it was enough to make one's heart leap 

12 
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out of one's mouth only to be within a mile of it. Like as al^i^ 

worn charger, grazing in peaceful plains, starts at a strain oC 
martial mu.sic, pricks up his ears, and snorts, and paw>, and kiih 
(lies at the noise, so did the heroic Peter jov to hear the clangor 
of the trumpet ; for of him might truly be said, what was recori^ 
of the renowned St. George of England, "there was nothing ia 
all tlje world that more rejoiced his heart than to hear the pleaaai 
i-ounrl of war, and see the soldiers brandish forth their steeW 
weai)()ns.'* Casting his eye more kindly, therefore, upon ibe 
.^tunly Van Corlear, and finding him to be a jovial varic*- 
shn-wd in his discourse, yet of great discretion and immeasural>lc 
wind, lie j^traightway conceived a vast kindness for him, and dir 
eliarging him from the troublesome duty of garrisoning, defen-l- 
ing, find alarming the city, ever after retained him about hi? 
person, as his chief favorite, confidential envoy, and trusty squire- 
Instead of disturbing the city with disastrous notes, he was in- 
structed to j)lay so as to delight the governor while at his repasts, 
it^ di<l the minstrels of yore in the days of glorious chivalry — and 
on all public occasions to rejoice the ears of the people with war- 
like melody — thereby keeping alive a noble and martial spirit 

Hut the measure of the valiant Peter w^hich produced the 
frreatest agitation in the community, was his laying his hand upon 
the currency. He had old-fashioned notions in favor of gold and 
silver, which he considered the true standards of wealth and int.- 
<liums of conunerce, and one of his first edicts was, that all duties 
to government should be paid in th^ " precious metals, and tli'f 
seawant, or wamj)uni, should no longer be a legal tender. 

Here was a blow at public prosperity ! All those who specu- 
lated on the ris(i and tall of this fluctuating currency, found their 
calling at an end : those, t(M). wlio had hoarded Indian money hf 
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fiill, found their capital shrunk in amount ; but, above all, 
Yankee traders, who were accustomed to flood the market 
miih newly-coined oyster-shells, and to abstract Dutch merchan- 
dise in exchange, were loud-mouthed in decrying this " tampering 
with the currency." It was clipping the wings of commerce ; it 
*was checking the development of public prosperity ; trade would 
"be at an end ; goods would moulder on the shelves ; grain would 
lot in the granaries ; grass would grow in the market-place. In 
a word, no one who has not heard the outcries and bowlings of a 
modem Tarshish, at any check upon " paper money," can have 
any idea of the clamor against Peter the Headstrong, for checking 
ihe circulation of oyster-shells. 

In fact, trade did shrink into narrower channels ; but then the 
stream was deep as it was broad ; the honest Dutchmen sold less 
goods ; but then they got the worth of them, either in silver and 
gold, or in codfish, tin-ware, apple-brandy, Weathersfield onions, 
wooden bowls, and other articles of Yankee barter. The ingeni- 
ous people of the east, however, indemnified themselves in another 
way for having to abandon the coinage of oyster-shells, for about 
this time we are told that wooden nutmegs made their first ap- 
pearance in New- Amsterdam, to the great annoyance of the Dutch 
housewives. 

NOTE. 

JProtn a manuscript record of the province ; Lib, N. Y. Hist. Society. — 
We have been unable to render your inhabitants wiser and prevent their being 
further imposed upon than to declare absolutely and peremptorily that hencefor- 
ward seawant shall be bullion — not longer admissible in trade, without any 
▼alae, as it is indeed. So that every one may be upon his guard to barter no 
longer away his wares and merchandises for these bubbles — at least not to 
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accent t:i«:m at a :j]>gher rate or in a lai^r quantity than as they iutvui 
\h*:i:i In *.:.';> trace with the savages. 

In '.':,.?. way your English [Yankee] neighbors shall no longer be eiab>:» 
rjrivt' t:;e best wares and merchandises from* oar country for Dothiae— a 
b^av^-rs and furs not excepted. This has indeed long since been insofenSci 
h'.'.'i.'jir^h it ought chiefly to be imputed to the imprudent penuriooanes of o 
own in<^rcliant3 and inhabitants, who» it is to be hoped, shall throagfa ti» I'x- 
liiion of this seawant become wiser and more prudent. 

'Jlth January, 1662. 

Seawnrit falls into disrepute — duties to be paid in mlver coin. 



CHAPTER m. 

W THE YANKEE LEAGUE WAXED MORE AND MORE POTENT; 
AND HOW IT OUTWITTED THE GOOD PETER IN TREATY- 
MAKING. 

w it came to pass, that while Peter Stuyvesant was busy 
Lilating the internal affairs of his domain, the great Yankee 
rue, which had caused such tribulation to William the Testy, 
rinued to increase in extent and power. The grand Amphic- 
lic council of the league was held at Boston, where it spun a 
), which threatened to link within it all the mighty principali- 
and powers of the east. The object proposed by this formi- 
le combination was mutual protection and defence against 
r savage neighbors ; but all the world knows the real aim was 
brm a grand crusade against the Nieuw-Nederlands and to get 
session of the city of the Manhattoes — as devout an object of 
jrprise and ambition to the Yankees as was ever the capture 
Jerusalem to ancient crusaders. 

In the very year following the inauguration of Governor 
yvesant, a grand deputation departed from the city of Provi- 
ce (famous for its dusty streets and beauteous women) in 
alf of the plantation of Rhode Island, praying to be admitted 
> the league. 



inLAPA'. 
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The following minute of this depntation appears in the 
recor'l- of the council.* 

*• Mr. AVill. Cottington and Captain Partridg of Rhoode hha^ 
pr»:r;=^rnted this insewing request to the commissioners in wria:* 



ing- 



•• Our request and motion is in behalfe of Rhoo*le Hani ii 
we^: t\u: Il.'indcrs of Roode-Iland mav be rescauied into combii*- 
tion with nil the united oolonves of Xew England in a finne si-i 
perpetual league of friendship and amity of ofenee and de!c->- 
mutuall advice and succor upon all just occasions for our mu'.iiil 
safetv and wellfaire, etc. 

"Will Cottixgtox, 
"Alicxsaxder Parteidg.' 

There was certainly something in the very physiognoraj ■::' 
this document that might well inspire apprehension. The naii- 
of Alexander, however misspelt, has been warlike in every aj-. 
and thouirh its fierceness is in some measure softened bv W.il 
coupled with the gentle cognomen of Partridge, still, like :'> 
color of srarh't, it bears an exceeding great resemblance to the 
Found of a tnim])et. From the st^le of the letter, moreover. ar.'i 
the .-r)ldi<-rlikf' ignorance of orthography displayed by the nobl^ 
capt.'iin Ali('xsand«-r Partridg in spelling his owti name, we nwj 
j)ictinv' lo ourselves this mighty man of Rhodes, strong in ann.N 
j)otriii ill the field, and ms great a scholar as though he bad bern 
educated among that learned people of Thrace, who, Aristotle 
assures us, couhl not coinit bfjyond the number four. 

The result of this great Yankee league was augmented udft' 

• Hnz. Col. Stat. Pap. 



HISTORY OP NEW- YORK. 371 



ity on the part of the moss-troopers of Connecticut — ^pushing 
lieir encroachments farther and farther into the territories of 
leir High Mightinesses, so that even the inhabitants of New- 
kmsterdam began to draw short breath and to find themselves 
xceedingly cramped for elbow-room. 

Peter Stuyvesant was not a man to submit quietly to such 
itrusions ; his first impulse was to march at once to the frontier 
nd kick these squatting Yankees out of the country ; but, be- 
linking himself in time that he was now a governor and legis- 
itor, the policy of the statesman for once cooled the fire of the 
Id soldier, and he determined to try his hand at negotiation. A 
orrespondence accordingly ensued between him and the grand 
ouncil of the league, and it was agreed that commissioners from 
itber side should meet at Hartford, to settle boundaries, adjust 
rievances, and establish a " perpetual and happy peace." 

The commissioners on the part of the Manhattoes were chosen, 
ecording to immemorial usage of that venerable metropolis, from 
mong the " wisest and weightiest" men of the community ; that is 
) say, men with the oldest heads and heaviest pockets. Among 
lese sages the veteran navigator, Hans Reinier Oothout, who 
ad made such extensive discoveries during the time of Oloffe the 
)reamei*, was looked up to as an oracle in all matters of the kind; 
nd he was ready to produce the very spy-glass with which he 
rst spied the mouth of the Connecticut River from his mast- 
ead, and all the world knows that the discovery of the mouth of 
river gives prior right to all the lands drained by its waters, ^r 

It was with feelings of pride and exultation that the good 
eople of the Manhattoes saw two of the richest and most pon- 
erous burghers departing on this embassy ; men whose word on 
change was oracular, and in whose presence no poor man ventured 
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to u]']>* :ir Mlilioi.r takiiiu' off liis hat : whon it wa- -ri-^r:. -.■■■. ic I 
tl.t '. • "• r;i:i ]{iiiii<rr Ootlifiut accomjiaiiif-'l tii»::m wl:h i.> - ;.-:".'^ 
}\:.'\' V j.'> .^Tiij. all tl;'- oM m«?n and old v.onien jirt:-ili-:..-'i :"..;: i.-: 
' :" ~ : ■:. v.. ijii!, with -U'li evid'i-ncc-. would Itrave th:- Y;i:.-:-:r- :.* 
■*':.i :. i: :•» I'lu-k up their tin k-rtlts and w.>i.ir.-:. r,.i>7: 
1- • V !:• :ii:d ^liiMroii in a ran. and a^;ain!on all the lai.d- ■.■: "^i: 
Ji; : . M!jjjtin«.'--f;-. on whi«;h iIimv liad >-juatted. 

I.. Titl,. tiiff foninii--ionerjj sent to HartTonJ 1-v t:i- '.-■.iri-. 
-■'..' ". !:: i.'^ui-i <':d<'ulai»;d to i.-onipt-te with men of -r.'-L •.■ll:i''^■. 
'^i;• . \:>-V'' :vo ].an Y;jnkt-»;luwvf-i5. litifrious-lookiu'' varl'.:?.:-'- 

•'vi.l-MJv null fi no sub^tanoi/. .sim-e thev had no rotuniliiv itrj-r 

• • • 

t-l". :. 1 ili^ri'o Ava- no jinqling af mon^-y in their ]MH'ke:<: '.'..- 
\. .. : i.a-l loniT'-r lifads than th».- Dutclinurn : liut it' the hriri- 
o! il. ].;**';r were flat at top. they were broad at )»f»itom. a:, i ^1.*' 
\.'\- V. ;.!i:i.::; in lieight ot* forehead, was made up hy a 'io::* ^ 
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'li.*- ]i«'_o:iation lurried as u*ual ui)on the good old t.Trr.-r- 
-V...' '•:" nr!u'i:ial 'ii-covf-ry ; aceording to the principle tl.a: l- 
' ];'. J",r~t - • - a new eountry, !ia- an unfiuestionable rich: :■■ ^■■ 
'I Li- ],'■]]. J a'hjjittr'fh tlif- veteran Oothout. at a eoneeried *!:::.&!. 
-i'l.jii 1 ii;:;!i in riji- a--'-nihly with the identical tarpaulinj ^iV- 
'ji;-- i'l ).'- I.ah'h with v.lijr-h 1j£' liad di-oovered the month ot" :'..- 
( '..ii;' 'ti'-Mt. V. 1-iIf til'.- wortliv T)ut«'h coniniissioner? lolled l:i'k ::. 
Ti.'-;;- 'I.air-. -'in-ilv rliii-klii:2 at tlie idt-a of havinjr for oi.** -": 
tli«; \v«;t:hr'r-C;;«L^!- ot" :\.c YankL*'-- ; hut what w:i5 their ili-iLa'. 
V. ijiji ilii- lait'i' jijifiW'" ■! a Xantu«*k«-t whaler with a sj»y-L'l.i". 
! .i'f a- loii'j. v.i:li •.'■}. ill. hi- sli^rovi-n-d thr whole rua**. »:";■' 
<!'..VM T» ii,i- M:iiili::t'"* - : m:.'1 ^ > rr.mki'd that he liatl *jiit.-il wi::- 
it 'ij, th'- whoh' four-f ot" tli*- Conn^r-ticut River. This principl*- 
I)U'hril liom^j tlierel'ore. tin- Yank^-es had a ri;rht to the whole 
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itry bordering on tlie Sound ; nay, the city of New-Amster- 
was a mere Dutch squatting-place on their territories. 

I forbear to dwell upon the confusion of the worthy Dutch 

lissioners at finding their main pillar of proof thus knocked 

>m under them ; neither will I pretend to describe the conster- 

/"^Imtion of the wise men at the Manhattoes when they learnt how 

"their commissioner had been out-trumped by the Yankees, and 

liow the latter pretended to claim to the very gates of New- 

jSjnsterdam. 

Long was the negotiation protracted, and long was the public 
mind kept in a state of anxiety. There are two modes of settling 
boundary questions when the claims of the opposite parties are 
irreconcilable. One is by an appeal to arms, in which case the 
weakest party is apt to lose its right, and get a broken head into 
the bargain ; the other mode is by compromise, or mutual conces- 
sion ; that is to say, one party cedes half of its claims, and the 
other party half of its rights ; he who grasps most gets most, and 
the Y/hole is pronounced an equitable division, "perfectly honora- 
ble to both parties." 

The latter mode was adopted in the present instance. The 
Yankees gave up claims to vast tracts of the Nieuw-Nederlands 
wliich they had never seen, and all right to the island of Manna- 
hata and the city of New- Amsterdam, to which they had no right 
at all; while the Dutch, in return, agreed that the Yankees 
should retain possession of the frontier places where they had 
squatted, and of both sides of the Connecticut river. 

When the news of this treaty arrived at 'New- Amsterdam, 
the whole city was in an uproar of exultation. The old women 
rejoiced that there was to be no war, the old men that their cab- 
bage-gardens were safe from invasion ; while the political sages 

12* 
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pronounced the treaty a great triumph over the Yankee?, cm 
cring how much they had claimed, and how little thev liaJ 1 
"fobbed off with." 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like the "reai 
good Peter, congratulating himself with the idea, that his fer-i 
will no longer be harassed by afflicting details of stolen ho 
Ijrokcn heads, impounded hogs, and all the other catalogi 
licart-rending cruelties that disgraced these border wars. B 
ho jfhould indulge in such expectations, it is a proof that 1 
but little versed in the paradoxical ways of cabinets ; to con^ 
him of which, I solicit his serious attention to my next cha 
wherein I will show that Peter Stuyvesant has alreadv comn 
a great error in politics ; and by effecting a peace, has matei 
hazarded the tranquillity of the province. 



CHAPTER IV. 

JONTAINING DIVERS SPECULATIONS ON WAR AND NEOOTIA* 
TIONS — SHOWING THAT A TREATY OP PEACE IS A GREAT 
NATIONAL EVIL. 

T was the opinion of that poetical philosopher, Lucretius, that 
var was the original state of man, whom he described as being 
►rimitivelj a savage beast of prey, engaged in a constant state of 
lostility with his own species, and that this ferocious spirit was 
amed and ameliorated by society. The same opinion has been 
advocated by Hobbes,* nor have there been wanting many 
•ther philosophers to admit and defend it. 

For my part, though prodigiously fond of these valuable 
peculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, in this 
Qstance, I am inclined to take the proposition by halves, believ- 
(ig with Horace,t that though war may have been originally 
be favorite amusement and industrious employment of our pro- 
enitors, yet, like many other excellent habits, so far firom being 

* Hobbes's Leviathan. Part i. ch. 13. 

t Quum prorepserunt primis animalia terris, 

Mutuum ac turpe pecus, glandem atque cubilia propter, 
Unguibus et pugnis, dein fiistibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabant armis, quae post fabricaverat usus. 

HoR. Sat. L. i. S. 3. 



IIIsTOilY OF NRW-VORK. 

Miiii'li^'rnlt-'l. it h:i^ Ijim-ii cuUivut*."! :iinl contlniif:«i I'V r- 
ais'I ri\ iiizaii'.:.. Jiii'l iii'-na-'-- in <'\ai'i ]iro|»'»i ii«':i ;i- '*••■ . 
Inv.ai'ti- li.'.it -tat<- nt' jMi-l'iM'tio,'!, wliirli i-; tli«.' /••' y'"* • 
iii"i«rii jil.il'i-cjjiliy. 

'I'Im- Jir-i <'<.ntli!-r l»"t\v«'.-n man and luaii Wii- th'.- in-r- 
linn <ii" jjliN-ifal inm-. in:ai'!«"l ^v anxiliarv Wfa;"-:. — :. 
v.a- Iji- iiiii-i;r-r. ]ii-s li^I wa- Iiis iiau-**. an«l a l»r-jk' i: ':.■ . 
faia-i.''i»j»:.'- ''t" l.:-. »"!ii'<nir.ii-r*. Tli-- liaitl-' '»(' iiTia-*!*:' -i -". 
v.a- .-!i<"<-c'i-f|i-'l liV ilif ni'M'i' n»L'Lr«'«i «»ni." *il' .-lojur- .''.ii'l .-. ." *. 
WAV a-'-niiK'l a sanguinary a-^jj'.-n. A< man a'l\a!t!'i'! i . . 
iin-ni.il- liis rai'nlli«"i i-xpan«i».M|. ami a- lii-i .-!-i!-ii'il!i!i- ■ •• 
"r.i'ii'f rxqni-itc. In- irr'.-w rapi-lly nn.r«* inL^i'iiimis anil • x;--/- 
in iIm- jirr of niMr'i«'i'intr lii-^ f»'llo\v-licin;^*. II«- iii\i'ni'<i u : 
.-.UMi <!'", ic'.-- i«» «Ifi'<n<l an«l Ut a-saalt — tin; in-lsii't. ih* i - 
a!i«l ill'- iMM'kl'T. tl:»: .-wonl. tin- dart. an«l tin- javi-!!;.. ■..• 
Iiiia io <.-lu«l«' i}.'' >^(inn'l as wt-ll as !•» lainirii !];•• '....■ . **■ 
nr'jiiiL" <'n. in lla* rar«"»-r nr" jJiilanihrniaj* invi-niiuii. 1..- •■.. . 
:i:ii! li'lL^iii^-n- hi- ]»'a\«*)'- n\' «lf 'i-ajM- an«l ininry : — 'I'ln- A:"- -. ' 
'^■■nrjiin. the IJ:il:-la. ami tlio ( aiapulla. ^ivf a imrrnr ai.'l - 
liniiiv 1(1 war. ami inaLHiitv ii> cr!<»rv. l>v im-ri-a-in-^ i:- il# — .'...\- 
Sfiil in-ailMlil'-. iii«i!i'_li arnu-il v. i;li ma'-liin'TV tliat -«i-n.' : " 
Tf-ai-ii fj|c liiiiii- i}\ cl« -.iiMii-tiM' iiiv«*nli<.n. antl to vii-M a ;irA'." 
inl'irv cciiiiiiiiii-nraii- «\'«n with ih<r ih-sin.'S of ri-vt.*irj' — -:. 
fl'rjM-r ]•••-« ar»"h«'- niu-i h" inadf in th'- dialioiii-al arcana. V/i: 
Inrion- z'-al In- c|iv«- ij.;-* tin- Imwi-I-: of thi* <ar!li : la- tuil- iiii'li 

1 •'-niion- niiri'i'al- and «l«-aiilv -ah- iIm* -nliliisif disrovt-rv •• 

:!ni]«o\\d«T lilazi-.- i')»(in ih" wnrld —and llnally tin* dn-adrnl :! 
I" I'Lditini' hy j>ru<'];ui!ati(in .-icni- U) i.Miduw iho di'iiKin o:' w;i 
itii nhiquity and omniputcnci.' ! 
Thi.-, indeed, is grand! — thi**, indeed, niark.s the puwcr* <J 
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teiind, and bespeaks that divine endowment of reason, which dis- 
tinguishes us from the animals, our inferiors. The unenlightened 
Ibrutes content themselves with the native force which Providence 
Ims assigned them. — The angry bull butts with his horns, as did 
Iris progenitors before him — the lion, the leopard, and the tiger 
seek only with their talons and their fangs to gratify their san- 
^inary fury ; and even the subtle serpent darts the same venom, 
ftnd uses the same wiles, as did his sire before the flood. Man 
alone, blessed with the inventive mind, goes on from discovery to 
discovery — enlarges and multiplies his powers of destruction ; 
arrogates the tremendous weapons of Deity itself, and tasks 
creation to assist him in murdering his brother worm ! 

In proportion as the art of war has increased in improvement 
has the art of preserving peace advanced in equal ratio ; and as 
we have discovered, in this age of wonders and inventions, that 
proclamation is the most formidable engine in war, so have we 
discovered the no less ingenious mode of maintaining peace by 
perpetual negotiations. 

A treaty, or, to speak more correctly, a negotiation, therefore, 
according to the acceptation of experienced statesmen, learned in 
these matters, is no longer an attempt to accommodate differences, 
to ascertain rights, and to establish an equitable exchange of kind 
offices ; but a contest of .skill between two powers, which shall 
overreach and take in the other. It is a cunning endeavor to 
obtain by peaceful manoeuvre, and the chicanery of cabinets, 
those advantages wliich a nation would otherwise have wrested by 
force of arms ; in the same manner as a conscientious highwayman 
reforms and becomes a quiet and praiseworthy citizen, contenting 
himself with cheating his neighbor out of that property he would 
formerly have seized with open violence. 
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In fact, the only time when two nations can be said to be in i 
etate of perfect amity is when a negotiation is open, and a irear^ 
jx-nding. Tlien, when there are no stipulations entered inio.no 
brands to restrain the will, no specific limits to awaken the captiffla 
jealousy of right implanted in 'our nature ; when each party his 
.some advantage to hope and expect from the other, then ii is 
that the two nations are wonderfully gracious and friendlj; 
their ministers professing the highest mutual regard, exchangisz 
billots-doux, making fine speeches, and indulging in all ihos 
little diplomatic flirtations, coquetries, and fondlings, thai A) 
so marvelously tickle the good humor of the respective nation-. 
Iliiis it may paradoxically be said, that there is never sopx^lazi 
uncl«rstaii(ling between two nations as when there is a little mi?- 
und<'rstanding — and that so long as they are on no term* at SlL 
they arc on the best terms in the world ! 

I i\() not by any means pretend to claim the merit of ha^inj 
made the above discovery. It has, in fact, long been .lecretlj 
a^'ted upon by certain enlightened cabinets, and is, together wi:t 
div(rs other notable theories, privately copied out of the common- 
]>]ii('i'. book of an illustrious gentleman, who has been member oi' 
con^Tess, juid enjoyed the unlimited confidence of hea*ls '>i' 
depHTtuKints. To this principle may be ascribed the wonderiul 
iuL'^einiity shown of lat<i years in protracting and intemiptinj 
negotJMtions. — Ilenre the cunning measure of appointing a? 
ambassador some political pettifogger skilled in delays. T<r 
phisnis. and niisa[>prehensions, and dexterous in the art ot' 
baiHin.L^ argumc^nt — or some blundering statesman, whose error? 
tuid niiseonstnutions may be a plea for refusing to ratify hi? 
<'ngafrenients. And hence, too, that most notable expedient, ?o 
popular witli our government, of sending out a brace of ambass*- 
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; between whom, having each an individual will to consult^ 
ter to establish, and interest to promote, you may as well 
.4bok for unanimity and concord as between two lovers with one 
JBistress, two dogs with one bone, or two naked rogues with one 
ftar of breeches. This disagreement, therefore, is continually 
breeding delays and impediments, in consequence of which the 
negotiation goes on swimmingly — inasmuch as there is no prospect 
of its ever coming to a close. Nothing is lost by these delays 
and obstacles but time ; and in a negotiation, according to the 
theory I have exposed, all time lost is in reality so much time 
gained : — with what delightful paradoxes does modem political 
economy abound ! 

Now all that I have here advanced is so notoriously true, that 
I almost blush to take up the time of my readers with treating 
of matters which must many a time have stared them in the face- 
But the proposition to which I would most earnestly call their 
attention is this, that though a negotiation be the most harmonizing 
of all national transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great politi- 
cal evil, and one of the most fruitful sources of war. 

I have rarely seen an instance of any special contract between 
individuals that did not produce jealousies, bickerings, and often 
downright ruptures between them ; nor did I ever know of a 
treaty between two nations that did not occasion continual misun- 
derstandings. How many worthy country neighbors have I 
known, who, after living in peace and good fellowship for years, 
have been thrown into a state of distrust, caviling, and animosity, 
by some ill-starred agreement about fences, runs of water, and 
stray cattle ! And how many well-meaning nations, who would 
otherwise have remained in the most amicable disposition to- 
wards each other, have been brought to swords' points about the 
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]]Si'.\,'*-iiif-]i\ or inis«y>n^tnu*tion of ?oine troatv, whk-li inane^ 
}.o.ii- ti.lv- lia«l coiU'luikM.!, bv w:iv of iiiakin2 their ami:v a-i!? 

Tp-'iiit- :u !;»:.■=? iin; Imt coinjilitMl with so Ions an iri:*-n-'. > 
'Piii'- lii'ir t"u!iiUm(t:it ; consequently they are virtuaily Vir.L".: 
'I.J ti." \ •■;ik<.'r ii.'inv o:ilv. or. in plain truth, tliev are r.«.»: V"::.V'- 
.i* iill. X'» ij.'itir.ii will \v;int<>nlv ''o to war with another i: 1: ■■'• 
;.'.;!ii!:- !'* ;i;jiii tlicn^hv, jtiid therefore neod< no treatv to r-vrj.: 
ii \'n,:ii \ lOMiir-.; ; ;ui,l if it have anv thinjr to irain. I mii'-h-ii- 
■'.I. I. t';«.iii \vli;it r liave witn<-^s«j«l of the riirhteous con Ju«:i *i •• •• 
.'.'>:,-. v. j.'-'.-ni' ;ij!v iT'-atv could he made so stron'^ that i: «"■■..■ 
i:<'t iji.n-i tlic -woi-d liinju'rh — nav, I wouhl hoM t*m to on".:. 
'■'■.: i:-'!i' 'ivoiild 1»^' ili<; v(TV source to wliieh re.-oit wi.'j'.'i 
ii-i'i ii liii'i :i iM'ft«*xt lor lio.stilities. 

liiii. . iln rct*or«-. I «-o;iclude — that though it is the Ik:.-»i "f ■• ' 
j»')ii('';<- i'r>i- ;i i.ntioii to ki.'-p up a constant ncgotiaiiim with ::• 
■.I'yjw'.'ov^. \(-\ it i- iiw .-iinnnit of foliv for it ever to Ik? h-_"ii*.-! 
iiiio ;i inn'v; tor ilicn conn-^ on non-fulHllment and inirac:i'.r. 
;hi:i i''Mi<»fi.-!]-:iiicc. then :tliercntion. then retaliation, then ri*'Ti!i.- 
ii.iJi'»:i. ;i;irl iiiijiliy open war. In a word, negotiation i* l^f.- 
■•<'iirt-}ilj». :i tifMi- (.}' ^w«'(.-t word':, gallant S})Oechcs. soft look*. :i:.i 
•ii'l'-.ii;.,- can'-.-c. — l)iit tiio niarriajre ceremony is the signal :• r 
lio-tiliti*'-. 

Ii' i/ijv jjaiii^takiii'jr i-'-rirjiM" he not somcwliat perplexed l»v il:-- 
.••atiurin.iiioii of iln- for'-;^oiii'j' pa.-'^agc. he will perceive, a: i 
'„'1mii«<-. tiijit tl;«* (irrat I*ti«-r. in con<'luding a treatv with j.> 
• ■:i t'ld ii"I"l|}.i>r-, v.a- '^liilty of lam«-ntahli' error in p<jli<*y. hi 
til'"!. !'• liii- iiiilui'k'. :i'ir<«rii«Mt niav he tract'd a world of hii'k-r- 
ifij- aii'l Iii-Mi-t-l)ui-i!iii;_'- JM-twicn tin* ]>ailie?, alxjiit fancied ^r 
])rcfiri<l«Ml infringcnu-nt^ of treaty stipuhitions ; in all which the 
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were prone to indemnify themselves by a " dig into the 
r the New-Netherlands. But, in sooth, these border 
)eit they gave great annoyance to the good burghers of 
ata, were so pitiful in their nature, that a grave historian 
jlf, who grudges the time spent in any thing less than the 
IS of states and fall of empires, would deem them un- 
f being inscribed on his page. The reader is, therefore, 
for granted, though I scorn to waste, in the detail, that 
:h my furrowed brow and trembling hand inform me is 
e, that all the while the Great Peter was occupied in 
mendous and bloody contests which I shall shortly re- 
here was a continued series of little, dirty, sniveling 
, broils, and maraudings, kept up on the eastern frontiers 
loss-troopers of Connecticut. But, like that mirror of 
the sage and valorous Don Quixote, I leave these petty 
for some future Sancho Panza of a historian, while I 
ny prowess and my pen for achievements of higher 
for at this moment I hear a direful and portentous note 
om the bosom of the great council of the league, and 
ig throughout the regions of the east, menacing the fame 
inei^ of Peter Stuyvesant. I call, therefore, upon the 
leave behind him all the paltry brawls of the Connecti- 
;rs, and to press forward with me to the relief of our 
ero, who, I foresee, will be wofully beset by the implaca/- 
ees in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW PETER STUYVESANT WAS GRIEVOUSLY BELIED BY THE 
GREAT COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE ; AND HOW HE BEST AS- 
TONY THE TRUMPETER TO TAKE TO THE COUNCIL A PIECE 
OF HIS MIND. 

That the reader may be aware of the peril at this momer.: 
menacing Peter Stiijvesant and his capital, I must remind him 
of the old charge advanced in the council of the league in the 
time of William the Testy, that the Nederlanders were carrying 
on a trade '* damnaUe and injurious to the colonists," in fumishinz 
the savages with " guns, powther, and shott." This, as I then sug- 
gested, was a crafty device of the Yankee confederacy to have a 
snug eause of war in petto, in case any favorable opportunity 
should present of attempting the conquest of the New-Xeder- 
lands : the great object of Yankee ambition. 

Aeeordingly we now find, wlien every other ground of com- 
plaint had apparently been removed by treaty, this nefarious 
chai'ge re^vived with tenfold virulence, and hurled like a thunder- 
bolt at tluj veryliead of Peter Stuyvesant; happily his head, like 
that of the great bull of the AVabash, was proof against su(4 
missiles. 

To be explicit, we are told that, in the year 1651, the gteH 
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•acy of the east accused the immaculate Peter, the soul 
r and heart of steel, of secretly endeavoring, by gifts and 
3, to instigate the Narroheganset, Mohaque, and Pequot 
to surprise and massacre the Yankee settlements. " For," 
rand council observed, " the Indians round about for divers 
miles cercute seeme to have drunk deepe of an intoxi- 
jupp, att or from the Manhattoes against the English, 
ave sought their good, both in bodily and spirituall 



>» 



5 charge they pretended to support by the evidence of 
ndians, who were probably moved by that spirit of truth 
5 said to reside in the bottle, and who swore to the fact as 

as though they had been so many Christian troopers, 
ugh descended from a family which suffered much injury 
le losel Yankees of those times, my great-grandfather 
had a yoke of oxen and his best pacer stolen, and having 
1 a pair of black eyes and a bloody nose in one of these 
wars ; and my grandfather, when a very little boy tending 
ving been kidnapped and severely flogged by a long-sided 
ticut schoolmaster — yet I should have passed over all these 
with forgiveness and oblivion — I could even have suffered 

have broken Everet Ducking's head ; to have kicked the 
' Jacobus Van Curie t and his ragged regiment out of 
to have carried every hog into captivity, and depopulated 
enroost on the face of the earth with perfect impunity — 

wanton attack upon one of the most gallant and irre- 
ble heroes of modem times, is too much even for me to 
and has overset, with a single puff, the patience of the 
n, and the forbearance of the Dutchman, 
reader, it was false ! I swear to thee, it was false ! — ^If 
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thou lia-it any respect to my word — ^if the undeviating 
for voraoitv, wliich I Lave endeavored to maintain tV 
this work, has its due weight with thee, thon will not 
fiiith to this tale of slander ; for I pledge my honor au 
mortal fame- to thoo, that the ^rallant Peter Stuvvesan 
only innocent of this foul conspiracy, but wonld have 
lii-; riL'"ht arm or even his wooden leg to consume with 
fv»Tla-tinL' flames, rather than attempt to destrov his 
in any other way than oj^en, generous warfare — ^lieshi 
caitiH' seouts, that conspired to sully his honest name b; 
imputation I 

Pet<r Stuyvesant. though haply he may never have 
a kni;.'ht-<Trant. liad as true a heart of chivalry as ev€ 
tlio round tahlf' of King Arthur. In the honest bosor 
licroic Dutcliman dwelt the seven noble virtues of kn 
flnnri-ljin;^ among his hardy qualities like wild flowers amc 
III' \\as, in truth, a liero of chivalry struck off by nai 
>in;il<' lM\'it, and though little care may have been taken 
licr ANorkmansliij), he stood forth a miracle of her skill. 
dcalinirs lie was h*'ad>trong perhaps, but open and abo\ 
it' ihi-rr was anv tliin'r in the whole world he most loa 
<h*.-|)i>rd it was cunning and secret Avile ; " straight forw 
liis motto, and lie would at any time rather run his h 
again>t a stonr wall than attempt to get round it. 

Such was Piter Stuyvesant, and if my admiration of 
on thi.s oi'casion transportiMl my style beyond the sobe) 
which hrcomes the; philosophic recorder of historic c 
nnist j)l«'ad as an apology, that though a little gray-heade 
m;ui, arrivcil almost at the down-hill of life, I still retain ; 
ing spark of that fire which kindles in the eye of you 
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ft'^templating the virtues of ancient worthies. Blessed, thrice 
P|^d nine times blessed be the good St. Nicholas, if I have indeed 
-tMBcaped that apathy which chills the sympathies of age and 
paralyzes every glow of enthusiasm. 

The first measure of Peter Stuyvesant, on hearing of this 

danderous charge, would have been worthy of a man who had 

^died for years in the chivalrous library of Don Quixote. 

Drawing his sword and laying it across the table, to put him in 

proper tune, he took pen in hand and indited a proud and lofty 

letter to the council of the league, reproaching them with giving 

ear to the slanders of heathen savages against a Christian, a 

soldier, and a cavalier ; declaring that whoever charged him with 

the plot in question, lied in his throat ; to prove which he offered 

to meet the president of the council or any of his compeers ; or 

their champion, Captain Alicxsander Partridg, that mighty man 

of Rhodes, in single combat ; wherein he trusted to vindicate his 

honor by the prowess of his arm. 

This missive was intrusted to his trumpeter and squire, Antony 
"Van Corlear, that man of emergencies, with orders to travel night 
and day, sparing neither whip nor spur, seeing that he carried the 
vindication of his patron's fame in his saddle-bags. 

The loyal Antony accomplished his mission with great speed 
and considerable loss of leather. He delivered his missive with 
becoming ceremony, accompanying it with a flourish of defiance on 
his trumpet to the whole council, ending with a significant and 
nasal twang full in the face of Captain Partridg, who nearly 
jumped out of his skin in an ecstasy of astonishment. 

The grand council was composed of men too cool and practical 
to be put readily in a heat, or to indulge in knight-errantry ; and 
above all to run a tilt with such a fiery hero as Peter the Head- 



266 HISTORY OP NEW-TORC 



gtrong. Tliey knew the advantage, however, to have 
snug, justifiable cause of war in reserve with a neighbor 
territories worth invading; so they devised a reply 
Stuy vesant, calculated to keep up the " raw ** which 
established. 

On receiving this answer, Antony Van Corlear remc 
Flanders mare which he always rode, and trotted memi 
the JSIanliattoes, solacing himself by the way accordii 
wont — twanging his trumpet like a very devil, so 
sweet valleys and banks of the Connecticut resounded 
warlike melody — bringing all the folks to the windo 
passed through Haftford and Pyquag, and Middletowi 
the other border towns, ogling and winking at the wo: 
making aerial wind-mills from the end of his nose at their 
— and stopping occasionally in the villages to eat pum] 
dance at countrj' frolics, and bundle with the Yankee 
whom he rejoiced exceedingly with his soul-stirring inst 



CHAPTER VI. 

OYT PETER STUTVESANT DEMANDED A COURT OP HONOR 

AND OP THE COURT OP HONOR AWARDED TO HIM. 

HE reply of the grand council to Peter Stuyvesant was couched 
L the coolest and most diplomatic language. They assured him 
lat " his confident denials of the barbarous plot alleged against 
im would weigh little against the testimony of divers sober and 
jspectable Indians ;" that " his guilt waa proved to their perfect 
itisfaction," so that they must still require and seek due satisfac^ 
'.on and security ; ending with — " so we rest, sir — ^Yours in ways 
f righteousness." 

I forbear to say how the lion-hearted Peter roared and 
amped at finding himself more and more entangled in the 
aeshes thus artfully drawn round him by the knowing Yankees, 
mpatient^ however, of suffering so gross an aspersion to rest 
ipon his honest name, he sent a second messenger to the council, 
eiterating his denial of the treachery imputed to him, and offer- 
ng to submit his conduct to the scrutiny of a court of honor, 
lis offer was readily accepted ; and now he looked forward with 
onfidence to an august tribunal to be assembled at the Manhat- 
oes, formed of high-minded cavaliers, peradventure governors 
nd commanders of the confederate plantations, where the matter 
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mif^ht be invostigiitcd by his peers, in a manner befittin 
and dignity. 

AVliile hit was awaiting tne arrival of such high fun 
}»ch()ld, one sun>hiny afternoon there rode into the gru 
the >lanliatto<\s two lean, hungrj'-looking Yankee?, m 
XaiTuiranset pacers, with saddle-bags under their l)Oi 
''HMMi satchels under their arms, who looked marvelous! 
vuiuihis'/iiiii attornevs beatin^f the hoof from one couni 
another in (jnest of lawsuits : and, in sooth, though 
have parsed under different names at the time, I have 
susped tliey were the identical varlets who had negc 
wortliv Dut(rh coniniissioners out of the Connecticut riv 
It was ;i rule with these indefatigable missionaries 
let the 'n-ass «:r<)w under their feet. Scarce had thev. 
alighted at the iini and deposited their saddle-bags, 
made tlieir way to the residence of the governor. Tl 
liim, aceordin;:^ to custom, smoking his afternoon jiij 
" stoop," or bencli at tlie porch of his house, and announ 
^<•lv(•s. at once, as commissioners sent by the grand com 
<*ast to investigate tlie truth of certain charges advance 
liim. 
"^-^ Tlir good Peter took his pipe from his mouth, and 
them for a moment in mute astonishment. By way of e 
])usines<, tliey were proceeding on the spot to put some 
nary (piestions : asking him, perfidventure, whether h< 
jruihv or not Lniihv, considering' him something in the '. 
eulj)rit {>t tlie bar ; when they were brought to a pausp ! 
\\'.]i\ l;»y down liis ])ipe and begin to fumble with his wall 
I i.r a moment, tho<e present would not have given half 
lor both the crowns of the commissioners; but Peter St 
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^pressed his mighty wrath and stayed his hand ; he scanned 
ftie varlets from head to foot, satchels and all, with a loo^of 
Heffable scorn; then strode into the house, slammed the door 
ifler him, and commanded that they should never again be 
idmitted to his presence. 

The knowing commissioners winlfed to each other, and made 
I certificate on the spot that the governor had refused to answer 
Jieir interrogatories or to submit to their examination. They 
hen proceeded to rummage about the city for two or three days, 
n quest of what they called evidence, perplexing Indians and 
>ld women with their cross-questioning until they had stuffed 
heir satchels and saddle-bags with all kinds of apocryphal tales, 
•umors and calunmies : with these they mounted their Narragan- 
\et pacers and traveled back to the grand council ; neither did the 
>roud-hearted Peter trouble himself to hinder their researches 
lor impede their departure ; he was too mindful of their sacred 
•hBTSucter as envoys; but I warrant me had they played the 
;ame tricks with William the Testy, he would have had them 
ucked up by the waistband and treated to an aerial gambol on 
lis patent gallows. 

13 



CHAPTEB Vn. 

now " DRUM ecclesiastic'* was beaten througho 

NECTICUT FOR A CRUSADE AGAINST THE NEW- 
LANDS, AND HOW PETER STUTVE8ANT TOOK MEAS 
FORTIFT HIS CAPITAL. 

The grand council of the East held a solemn meetin| 
return of their envoys. As no advocate appeared in h 
l^eter Stuyresant every thing went against him. His 
refusal to submit to the questioning of the commission 
construed into a consciousness of guilt. The contents 
satcliels and saddle-bags were poured forth before the 
and appeared a mountain of evidence. A pale bilioui 
took tlie floor, and declaimed for hours and in belligereB 
lie was one of those furious zealots who blow the bel 
faction until the whole furnace of politics is red-hot with 
and cinders. What was it to him if he should set the h 
iire, so that lie might boil his pot by the blaze ? He wj 
the borders of Connecticut ; his constituents lived by mai 
their Dutch neighbors, and were the greatest poachers in Q 
dom, excepting the Scotch border nobles. • His eloquen 
its effect, and it was determined to set on foot an exp 
against the Nieuw-Nederlands. 
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It was necessary, however, to prepare the public mind for this 
Measure. Accordingly the arguments of the orator were echoed 
N)m the pulpit for several succeeding Sundays, and a crusade 
WB8 preached up against Peter Stuyvesant and his devoted city. 

This is the first we hear of the "drum ecclesiastic" beating 
ip for recruits in worldly warfare in our country. It has since 
►een called into frequent use. A cunning politician often lurks 
inder the clerical robe ; things spiritual and things temporal are 
trangely jumbled together, like drugs on an apothecary's shelf; 
nd instead of a peaceful sermon, the simple seeker after right- 
ousness has often a political pamphlet thrust down his throat, 
Ekbeled with a pious text from Scripture. 

And now nothing was talked of but an expedition against the 
Kfanhattoes. It pleased the populace, who had a vehement pre- 
judice against the Dutch, considering them a vastly inferior 
•ace, who had sought the new world for the lucre of gain, not the 
iberty of conscience ; who were mere heretics and infidels, inas- 
Duch as they refused to believe in witches and sea-serpents, and 
lad faith in the virtues of horse-shoes nailed to the door; ate 
>ork without molasses ; held pumpkins in contempt, and were in 
>erpetual breach of the eleventh commandment of all true Yan- 
kees, " Thou shalt have codfish dinners on Saturdays." \^^ 

No sooner did Peter Stujrvesant get wind of the storm that 
^as brewing in the east than he set to work to prepare for it. 
Ee was not one of those economical rulers, who postpone the 
expense of fortifying until the enemy is at the door. There is 
lothing, he would say, that keeps off enemies and crows more 
ihan the smell of gunpowder. He proceeded, therefore, with all 
iiligence, to put the province and its metropolis in a posture of 
lefence. 
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>.jr.«".r.-j: 'hir r»^Tiip.:iiiw '.vfai*'h ri-maini:*i from rhr 'jij 
::;U"i *i".- T'-r-. -v-r- rh** militia law^i ; hv whioh rLr :i 
•:\---r-": 'vi/.i^-'i T'j :;:r!^ 'ju: r-iviri: a ve:ir. wiih 5u».'h mil::*! 
r.-.--r.:.- x- :: r>:u-*-ti <Tt.ii; an«i were put under rhe xn 
\iV.t.:- ar.«l r.-..ir*-r-illlir.rr'. who, :Iit>u^h. on oniinarv .^ra: 
r.. !.■:.: :i:iT-r l»-^n ihr liitrtrke^r, moRt pip pin-heart cil l:::!- 
*;.• -v :-M. -.v-re ver^/ <lcviL? at parades, when, thrj La 
]..»'- -.v. :!. ■!:• hea«L- and swonL? bv their ^ide?. U-'It 
iT.-r;-:.- r' •i.r-i: r..rl'>ii':al warrior*, the p»raoetul Iji;: 
ti--: M.i:.;.:jvr.#::- '.vf-re ^«:hool»r«i in injn war. and bei?ani».- 
iri :r.-': [■.-■.•■'■" of time, that they coald march thniujL 
rrj!:;. :;•■;:;. or.-.- 'iiA 'jf the town to the other, withou: : 
;»:.'l -o ir.:r«j.i'I anil ailroit, that the v could face to the ri;: 
to th'-- I*;?:, ar.'l fir*- wiihou: winking or h linkimy - 

IVr^r Snivve.-ant. like all oM soLliers who have see 
arid -m';!t ffi J '!['•'> wil^vr. had no great respect for miliiio 
]if }'.%'(:', f:r. h*: d*:teniiin^.-d to give them a triaL and aci 
'■all'd for a fif:Tif:Tii\ muster, inspection, and review. 
Mar- arid JVllonal what a turning out was here! H* 
ol'j Hf}chTii Cii^rkaburt, with a short blunderbuss on his : 
aii'l a Ion;/ lior-ornauV swonl trailing by his side ; ant 
Dirk'on, uitli -^ornrtliing that looked like a copper kettlt 
np-i'l'; (\ft\Ku on hi- Ijf-ad. and a couple of old horsc'-pistol 
l>*It ; an^l l)\rk Volk^frt.-on, with a long duck fowling-pi^ 
(ml any rnuir(A ; and a lio.st more, armed higgledy-pig 
wiili rwrirH-, liat^;lict-, snickersnees, crowbars, broom>ti< 
wliat not ; the offirr-r- di>tingiiislied from the rest by havi 
Kloiirlif.rl hats (!ockrd liji with pins, and surmounted wi 
tail fratlifTS. 

The Hturdy Peter eyed thi.s non-descript host with soi 
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aspect as a man would eye the devil, and determined to 
Hire his featherbed soldiers a seasoning. He accordingly put 
Aem through their manual exercise over and over again ; trudged 
liiein backwards and forwards about the streets of New-Amster- 
iam until their short legs ached and their fat sides sweated again, 
and finally encamped them in the evening on the summit of a 
hill without the city, to give them a taste of camp life, intending 
tlie next day to renew the toils and perils of the field. But so 
it came to pass that in the night there fell a great and heavy 
rain, and melted away the army, so that in the morning when 
Grafl^r Phoebus shed his first beams upon the camp scarce a war- 
rior remained excepting Peter Stuyvesant and his trumpeter Van 
Corlear. 

This awful desolation of a whole army would have appalled 
a commander of less nerve ; but it served to confirm Peter's 
want of confidence in the militia system, which he thenceforward 
used to call, in joke — ^for he sometimes indulged in a joke — ^Wil- 
liam the Testy's broken reed. He now took into his service 
a goodly number of burly, broad-shouldered, broad-bottomed 
Dutchmen ; whom he paid in good silver and gold, and of whom 
he boasted that whether they could stand fire or not, they were 
at least water-proof. 

He fortified the city, too, with pickets and pallisadoes, extend- 
ing across the island from river to river ; and above all, cast up 
mud batteries or redoubts on the point of the island, where it 
divided the beautiful bosom of the bay. 

These latter redoubts, in process of time, came to be pleasantly 
overrun by a carpet of grass and clover, and overshadowed by 
wide-spreading elms and sycamores; among the branches of 
which the birds would build their nests and rejoice the ear with 
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their melodious notes. Under these trees, too, the oV 
woald smoke their afternoon pipe ; contemplating ihe < 
as he sank in the west, an emblem of the tranquil ei 
which they were declining. Here, too, woald the yoon 
maidens of the town take their evening stroll, watching 
moonbeams as they trembled along the calm bosom of i 
lit up the sail of some gliding baric; and peradvent 
changing the sofl tows of honest afiection ; for to even 
in this favored spot were traced most of the marriage 
Amsterdam. 

Such was the origin of that renowned promenade, ' 
TEUY, which though ostensibly devoted to the stem pi 
war, has ever Ixjen consecrated to the sweet delio-hts 
The scene of many a gambol in happy childhood — o 
tender assignation in riper years— of many a soothin, 
declining age — the healthful resort of the feeble ini 
Sunday refreshment of the dusty tradesman — in fine, 
mont and delight of New- York, and the pride of the lov 
of Manna-hata. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

HOW THE YANKEE CRUSADE AGAINST THE NEW-NETHERLANDS 
WAS BAFFLED BY THE SUDDEN OUTBREAK OF WITCHCRAFT 
AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE EAST. 

Having thus provided for the temporary security of New- 
Amsterdam, and guarded it against any sudden surprise, the galUmt, 
Peter took a hearty pinch of snuff, and snapping his fingers, set 
tlie great council of Amphictyons and their champion, the re- 
doubtable Alicxsander Partridg, at defiance. In the meantime the 
moss-troopers of Connecticut ; the warriors of New-Haven and 
Hartford, and Pyquag, otherwise called Weathersfield, famous for 
its onions and its witches — and of all the other border towns were 
in a prodigious turmoil; furbishing up their rusty weapons; 
shouting aloud for war, and anticipating easy conquests, and 
glorious rummaging of the fat little Dutch villages. 

In the midst of these warlike preparations, however, they 
received the chilling news that the colony of Massachusetts refused 
to back them in this righteous war. It seems that the gallant 
conduct of Peter Stuyvesant, the generous warmth of his vindi- 
cation and the chivalrous spirit of his defiance, though lost upon 
the grand council of the league, had carried conviction to the 
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general court of Massachusetts, which noblj refiised 
iiim guilty oi' tlic villanous plot laid at his door.* 

Tlie defection of so important a colony paralyzed tt 
of tlie league, some such dissension arose among its m 
l)re vailed of yore in the camp of the brawling warriors « 
and in the end the crusade against the Manhattoes ^ 
doned. 

It is said that the moss-troopers of Connecticut w* 
disappointed ; but well for them that their belligerent 
were not gratified : for by my faith, whatever might I 
tlie ultimate result of a conflict with all the powers of t 
the interim the stomachful heroes of Pyquag would 1 
choked with their own onions, and all the border town 
necticut would have had such a scouring from the lio 
Peter and his robustious myrmidons, that I warrant 
would not have had the stomach to squat on the land • 
the henroost of a Nederlander for a century to come. 

But it was not merely the refusal of Massachusetts t 
their unholy crusade that confounded the comicils of the 
for about this time broke out in the New England prov 
awful plague of witchcraft, which spread like pestilence 
the land. Such a howling abomination could not be si 
Remain long unnoticed ; it soon excited the fiery indigi 
those guardians of the commonwealth, who whilom had 
such active benevolence in the conversion of Quakers a 
baptists. The grand council of the league publicly set tl 
against the crime, and bloody laws were enacted against 
em conversing or compjicting with the divil by the way < 

* Hazard's State Papen. 
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aeion or the like." * Strict search too was made after witches, •^ 
rho were easily detected by devil's pinches ; by being able to 
neep but three tears, and those out of the left eye ; and by hav- 
ag a most suspicious predilection for black cats and broom- 
ticks ! What is particularly worthy of admiration is, that this 
3rrible art, which has baffled the studies and researches of phi- 
jsophers, astrologers, theurgists, and other sages, was chiefly 
onfined to the most ignorant, decrepit, and ugly old women in 
lie community, with scarce more brains than the broomsticks 
[ley rode upon. 

"When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who dearly love 
> be in a panic, are always ready to keep it up. Raise but the 
ry of yellow fever, and immediately every headache, indigestion, 
nd overflowing of the bile is pronounced the terrible epidemic ; 
ry out mad dog, and every unlucky cur in the street is in jeop- 
rdy: so in the present instance, whoever was troubled with 
olic or lumbago was sure to be bewitched — and Woe to any 
nlucky old woman living in the neighborhood. 

It is incredible the number of offences that were detected, 
for every one of which," says the reverend Cotton Mather, in 
bat excellent work, the History of New England, "we have 
uch a sufficient evidence, that no reasonable man in this whole 
ountry ever did question them ; and it will be unreasonable to 
'o it in any other, ^^^ 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John Josselyn, 
Sent., furnishes us with unquestionable facts on this subject. 
There are none," observes he, " that beg in this country, but 
bere be witches too many — bottle-bellied witches and others, 

* New Plymouth record. 

t Mather's Hist. New Eng. B. 6. ch. 7. 
13* 
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that pixxlucc many strange apparitions, if you will belie^ 
ot* a shallop at soa nianned with women — and of a ship a 
red horse standing hy the main-mast ; the ship being ii 
cove to the eiistward vanished of a sudden/' etc. 

The number of delinquents, however, and their maj 
vices, were not more remarkable than their diabolical ol 
Thougli exhorted in the most solemn, persuasive, and affi 
manner, to confess themselves guilty, and be burnt for t 
of religion, and the entertainment of the public ; yet < 
most pertinaciously persist in asserting their innocence 
incredible obstinacy was in itself deserving of immediate 
ment, and was sufficient proof, if proof were necessary, tl 
were in league with the devil, who is perverseness itsel 
their judges were just and merciful, and were determined 
ish none that were not convicted on the best of testimo 
that they needed any evidence to satisfy their own mi: 
like true and experienced judges, their minds were p 
made up, and they were thoroughly satisfied of the guilt 
prisoners before they i)roceeded to try them : but still soi 
was necessary to convince the community at large — to qui 
prying quidnuncs who should come after them — in sh 
world must bo satisficfd. Oh the world — the world I— 
world knows the world of trouble the world is eternally o 
ing! — The worthy judir^s, therefore, were driven to the n 
of sifting, detecting, and making evident as noon-day, 
which were at the commencement all clearly understc 
firmly decided upon in their own pericraniums — so that 
truly be said, that th<i \\ itches were burnt to gratify the p 
fo the day — but were tried lor the satisfaction of the 
world that should come after them ! 
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Finding therefore, that neither exhortation, sound reason, nor 
riendlj entreaty had any avail on these hardened offenders, they 
osorted to the more urgent arguments of torture ; and having 
lus absolutely wrung the truth from their stubborn lips, they 
ondemned them to undergo the roasting due unto the heinous 
rimes they had confessed. Some even carried their perverseness 
far as to expire under the torture, protesting their innocence 
> the last ; but these were looked upon as thoroughly and abso- \ 
itely possessed by the devil, and the pious bystanders only 
iinented that they had not lived a little longer, to have perished 
a the flames. 

In the city of Ephesus, we are told that the plague was 
:xpelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to death, whom Apollo- 
dus pointed out as being the evil spirit that caused it, and who 
ictually showed himself to be a demon, by changing into a shag- 
red dog. In like manner, and by measures equally sagacious, a 
salutary check was given to this growing evil. The witches were 
ill burnt, banished, or panic-struck, and in a little while there 
NSiS not an ugly old woman to be found throughout New 



L 

land — w hich is doubtless one reason why all th^ Youngjugoman^ 

there are so handsome. Those honest folk who had suffered from 
their incantations gradually recovered, excepting such as had 
been afflicted with twitches and aches, which, however, assumed 
the less alarming aspects of rheumatisms, sciatics, and lumbagos-^ 
and the good people of New England, abandoning the study of 
the occult sciences, turned their attention to the more profitable 
hocus pocus of trade, and soon became expert in the legerdemain 
art of turning a penny. Still, however, a tinge of the old leaven 
is discernible, even unto this day, in their characters — ^witches 
occasionally start up among them in different disguises, as 
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phTsiciaas, cirUians, and divines. The people at k 
keenness, a cleverness, and a profundity of wudom. 
strongly of witchcrBft-and it has been remarked, th. 
any stones faU from the moon, the greater part of thei 
tumble into New England I 



CHAPTER IX. 

teCH RECORDS THE RISE AND RENOWN OF A MILITARY COM- 
MANDER, SHOWING THAT A MAN, LIKE A BLADDER, MAT 
BE PUFFED UP TO GREATNESS BY MERE WIND ; TOGETHER 
WITH THE CATASTROPHE OP A VETERAN AND HIS QUEUE. 

Vhen treating of these tempestuous times the imknown writer of 
le Stuyvesant manuscript breaks out into an apostrophe in 
raise of the good St. Nicholas, to whose protecting <5are he 
jcribes the disssensions which broke out in the council of the 
ague, and the direful witchcraft which filled all Yankee land 
J with Egyptian darkness. 

A portentous gloom, says he, hung lowering over the fair val- 
ys of the East : the pleasant banks of the Connecticut no longer 
shoed to the sounds of rustic gayety ; grisly phantoms glided 
30ut each wild brook and silent glen ; fearful apparitions were 
;en in the air ; strange voices were heard in solitary places, and 
le border towns were so occupied in detecting and punishing 
sel witcnes, that, for a time, all talk of war was suspend< 
id New- Amsterdam and its inhabitants seemed to be totally 
Tgotten. 

I must not conceal the fact that at one time there was some 
mger of this plague of witchcraft extending into the New 
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Netherlands ; and certain witches mounted on brc 
said to have been seen whisking in the sur over 
Dutch villa<;es near the borders ; but the worthy 
took the precaution to nail horseshoes to their d« 
is well known are effectual barriers against all dial 
of the kind. Many of those horseshoes may be 
very day on ancient mansions and bams remaining 
of the patriarchs ; nay, the custom is stiU kept u] 
of our legitimate Dutch yeomanry, who inherit fix 
fathers a desire to keep witches and Yankees out o1 

And now the great Peter, haying no immedls 
apprehend from the east, turned his face, with 
vigilance to his southern frontiers. The attenti\ 
recollect that certain freebooting Swedes had 
troublesome in this quarter in the latter part of 
William the Testy, setting at naught the proclan 
veritable potentate, and putting his admiral, the 
Jansen Ali)endam, to a perfect nonplus. To check 
of those Swedes, Peter Stuyvesant now ordered j 
frontier, giving the command of it to General Jacc 
fcnburprh, an ofTicer who had risen to great importai 
reign of Wilhelnius Kieft. lie had, if histories sp 
second in command to the doughty Van Curlet, wl 
warriors were inhumanly kicked out of Fort Goec 
Yankees. In that memorable afiair Van Poffenbi 
have received more kicks in a certain honorable ] 
of his comrad(js, in consequence of which, on the 
Van Curlet, he had been promoted to his place, bei 
a hero who had scon service, and suffered in his coi 

It IB tropically observed by honest old Socrate 



HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 308 



some men at their birth a portion of intellectual gold ; 
; of intellectual silver ; while others are intellectually 
with iron and brass. Of the last class was Greneral 
nburgh, and it would seem as if dame Nature, who will 

be partial, had given him brass enough for a dozen 
)raziers. All this he had contrived to pass off upon 
le Testy for genuine gold, and the little governor would 
rs and Hsten to his gunpowder stories of exploits, which 
of Tirante the White, Don Belianis of Greece, or St. 
d the Dragon quite in the background. Having been 
jj William Kieft to the command of his whole dispo- 
;s, he gave importance to his station by the grandilo- 

his bulletins, always styling himself Commander-in- 
le Armies of the New-Netherlands ; though in sober 
e armies were nothing more than a hand^ of hen- 
Dttle-bruising ragamuffins. 

5on he was not very tall, but exceedingly round ; neither 
k proceed from his being fat, but windy ; being blown up 
^ous conviction of his own importance, until he resem- 
f those bags of wind given by Eolus, in an incredible 
rosity, to that vagabond warrior, Ulysses. His windy 
ts had long excited the admiration of Antony Van 
ho is said to have hinted more than once to William 

that in making Van Poffenburgh a general he had 

admirable trumpeter. 

is the practice in ancient story to give the reader * ^ J 

of the arms and equipments of every noted warrior, I Jf 
7 a word upon the dress of this redoubtable commander. 
ed with his character, being so crossed and slashed, and 
3d with lace and tinsel, that he seemed to have as much 
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brk« wi-ho»2*. rL- r.amre hsul ftored awav within. He wa 
too. in a •:rl:r*'^:in «ash. of the size and texture of a li: 
•lo<:b:l*^'- to k'=^*p his swellins heart trom burstins ih 
rib*. H:.- fa*>? slowed with tnrnace heat from, betwee 
;.'iir of 'rtrll-pjwdertd whiskers; and his valoroas sw 
r-arlv to bounce oat of a pair of large, glassv. blinking 
j^rrrirj? Hk^* tho-^e of a lobster. 

T iw»:ar to thee, worth v reader* if historv and trad 
not :hi.5 warrior. I would give all the monej in mv pock 
seen him accoutred cap-a-pie — booted to the middle — 
the fhin — f,*ollared to the ears — whiskered to the teeth- 
wit h an ovcrr-liadowing cocked hat, and girded with a 
bell ten in^-h^s broad, from which trailed a falchion, of 
that T darT; not mention. Thus equipped, be strutted 
bitter-lfK>kin^ a man of war as the far-famed More, of] 
wlir-ri he rallied forth to slav the Dragon of Wantlej. 
Hayrt the ballad ? 

'* Had yoa but seen him in this dreas. 

How fierce he looked and how big. 
You woald have thought him for to be 

Some Egyptian porcnpig. 
He frighted all^-cats, dogs and all, 

Ench cow, each horse, and each bog ; 
For fear they did flee, for they took him to be 

Some strange oatlandish hedge-hog."* 

T must confess this general, with all his outward i 
vontosity, was not exactly an officer to Peter Stuyresai 
but be Htood foremost in the army list of William the T 

* Ballad of Dragon of Wantley. 
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probable the good Peter, who was conscientious in his deal- 
With all men, and had his military notions of precedence^ 
ght it but fair to give him a chance of proving his right to 
dignities. 

t^w ■ T^o this copper captain, therefore, was confided the command / 
^ %he troops destined to protect the southern frontier ; and scarce 
he departed for his station than bulletins began to arrive from 
describing his undaunted march through savage deserts, over 
irmountable mountains, across impassable rivers, and through 
^penetrable forests, conquering vast tracts of uninhabited coun- 
', and encountering more perils than did Xenophon in his far- 
retreat with his ten thousand Grecians. 
Peter Stuyvesant read all these grandiloquent dispatches with 
A dubious screwing of the mouth and shaking of the head ; but 
Antony Van Corlear repeated these contents in the streets and 
narket-places with an appropriate flourish upon his trumpet, and 
the windy victories of the general resounded through the streets 
of New- Amsterdam. 

On arriving at the southern frontier. Van Poffenburgh pro- 
ceeded to erect a fortress, or strong-hold, on the South or Dela- 
ware river. At first he bethought him to call it Fort Stuyresant, 
in honor of the governor, a lowly kind of homage prevalent in 
our country among speculators, military commanders, and office- 
seekers of all kinds, by which our maps come to be studded with 
the names of political patrons and temporary great men ; in the 
present instance. Van Poffenburgh carried his homage to the 
most lowly degree, giving his fortress the name of Fort Casimir, 
in honor, it is said, of a favorite pair of brimstone frnnk^ frf^rf*^ 
of his excellency. 

fOTTwill be found to give rise to important events, it 
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m»j }m: wonL wLile to nodoe iSbm ix -vbs u£uenm^ c 
AiuffUrL aiid wac liie germ of ite present dcn2zif>L 
N'rw-C'af'ile. or. more j»roperhr ppeakizig. Xo Cank 
nothing of tbfr kind on the prenuses. 

llifi fortress being finished, it would hsre <k« 
hffart ^x>l to l>ehold the Eweliing dignixj with wbic 
would htride in and out a dozen times a dar. Enr^eT 
and in rear : on this side and on that ; bow he won 
ward» and forwards, in full regimentals, on the to 
)>art>< ; like a vainglorions oock-pigeon, swelling an 
the toji fif a dove-cote. 

'i'h*T*; i'i a kind of valorous spleen whick. like " 
^row unruly in the stomachs of newlj-made soldie 
\\\i\\\\ to 1k>x -lobby brawls and broken-headed qi 
t.h*;ni «:an be found some more harmless way to giv 
Ih nrcorded in the delectable romance of Pierce 
youn^j^ kni;.^lit, being dubbed by King Alexander, die 
^rallop into an adjaf;ent forest and belabor the ti 
nii^Mit and main, that he not merely eased off the 
vi'MiwiK'e of his valor, but convinced the whole 
wiLH the, most {Hjient and courageous cavalier on t 
<*iirJ!i. In likr* manner the commander of Fort Ca* 
fouinl hJH martial spirit waxing too hot within hin 
forth into \\\v. firjds and layabout him most lustily v 
dfcapitatinj^ cahhn^rt's by platoons; hewing down loi 
wlii( li hr trrmcil ^ijj^antic Swedes, and if, perchance 
rolony <»f hii^-hrllicd pumpkins quietly basking in 1 
liiitiff Yankrcs !" wouM lie roar, "have I caught 
Sj) Mayings with om; HW(M^p of his aword, he would c 
happy vo^t'tiiblcH from their chins to their waistban 
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^^^e havoc, his choler being in some sort allayed, he would 
^^^fn into the fortress with the full conviction that he was a very 
^^le of military prowess. 

Be was a disciplinarian, too, of the first order. Woe to any 
^^cky soldier who did not hold up his head and turn out his 
^ when on parade ; or, who did not salute the general in proper 
He as he passed. Having one day, in his Bible researches, en- 
totered the history of Absalom and his melancholy end, the 
ineral bethought him that, in a country abounding with forests, 
B soldiers were in constant risk of a like catastrophe ; he there- 
re, in an evil hour, issued orders for cropping the hair of both 
icers and men throughout the garrison. 

Now so it happened, that among his officers was a sturdy vet- 
an named Keldermeester ; who had cherished, through a long 
e, a mop of hair not a little resembling the shag of a New- 
undland dog, terminating in a queue like the handle of a fry- 
g-pan, and queued so tightly to his head that his eyes and mouth 
jnerally stood ajar, and his eyebrows were drawn up to the top 
' his forehead. It may naturally be supposed that the possessor 
' so goodly an appendage would resist with abhorrence an order 
>ndemning it to the shears. On hearing the general orders, he 
scharged a tempest of veteran, soldier-like oaths, and dunder 
id blixums — swore he would break any man's head who at- 
mpted to meddle with his tail — queued it stiffer than ever, and 
hisked it about the garrison as fiercely as the tail of a crocodile. 

The eelskin queue of old Keldermeester became instantly an 
fair of the utmost importance. The commander-in-chief was 
enlightened an officer not to perceive that the discipline of the 
rrison, the subordination and good order of the armies of the 
ieuw-Nederlands, the consequent safety of the whole province, 
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and ultimatolj the dignity and prosperity of their Hi< 
ncs£»e8 the Lords States General, imperiously deiDaiid<^> 
ing of tliat stubl)oni queue. He decreed, therefor 
Keldenneester should be publicly shorn of his glories i 
of the whohi garrison — the old man as resolutely sn 
defeiL^ive — wliereupon he was arrested and tried by a 
tial for mutiny, desertion, and all the other list of offer 
in the articles of war, ending with a " videlicet, in 
eclskin queue, three feet long, contrary to orders." 
on arraignment^^, and trials, and pleadings ; and the ^ 
son was in a ferment about this unfortunate queue, 
known that tlie commander of a frontier post has th 
acting pretty much after his own will, there is little dc 
the veteran would have been hanged or shot at least, 
luckily fallen ill of a fever, through mere chagrin an 
tion — and deserted from all earthly command, with 
locks unviolated. His obstinacy remained unshaken 
last moment, when he directed that he should be ca 
grave with liis eelskin queue sticking out of a hole h 
Tliis magnanimous affair obtained the general gr 
a disciplinarian ; but it is hinted that he was ever sSU 
ject to bad dreams and fearful visitations in the night 
grizzly spectrum of old Keldenneester would stand sei 
bedside, erect as a pump, his enormous queue stratti 
the handle. 



BOOK VI. 

ING THE SECOND PART OF THE REIGN OF PETER 
HEADSTRONG, AND HIS GALLANT ACHIEVEMENTS 
[E DELAWARE. 



CHAPTfife L 

I IS EXHIBITED A "WARLIKE PORTRAIT OP THE GREAT 
;— OP THE WINDY CONTEST OP GENERAL VAN POP- 
FRGH AND GENERAL PRINTZ, AND OP THE MOSQUITO 
ON THE DELAWARE. 

0, most venerable and courteous reader, have I stown 
administration of the valorous Stuyvesant, under the 
ishine of peace, or rather the grim tranquillity of awful 
n ; but now the war drum rumbles from afar, the brazen 
>rays its thrilling note, and the rude clash of hostile 
iks fearful prophecies of coming troubles. The gal- 
ior starts from soft repose ; from golden visions, and 
3 ease ; where in the dulcet, " piping time of peace,** 
sweet solace ^fler all his toils. No more in beauty's 
reclined, he weaves fair garlands for his lady's brows ; 
entwines with flowers his shining sword, nor througb 
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the livelong lazj summei^B day chants foztL Lis j 
in madrigals. To manhood roused, he sj-oms 
flute ; dofl'n from his brawny back the robe of i^^ 
hi:i l)amjK'red limbs in panoply of steeL O'er L 
whrn; late the myrtle waved, where wanton roses 1 
vatc love, he rears the beaming casque and no 
^ntsps tilt! bright shield, and shakes the ponderc 
luniiiits witli eager pride his fiery steed, and bom 
gI(»rious chivalry ! 

liut soft, worthy reader ! I would not have yoi 
any preux chevalier, thus hideously begirt with ii 
tin* city of New-Amsterdam. This is but a loftj 
iihmIc, in wliich wc lieroic writers always talk of 11 
•;i\c it :i noble and imposing aspect ; equipping our 
liii('kl(Ts« lielins, and lances, and such like outlandis 
»eajM)ij.s, the likti of which perchance they had 
beard of; in the. same manner that a cunning sta 
nuMlern yrenenil or an admiral in the accoutremei 
c»r an Alexander. The simple truth then of all 
tlonrish is this — that the valiant Peter Stuyvesant j 
fonntl it necessary to scour his rusty blade, whic! 
ranted in its scabbard, and prepare himself to unde 
dy toils of war, in wliich his mighty soul so much < 

JSIethinks I at this moment behold him in my 
/or rather, 1 lu'hold his goo<lly portrait, which still 
the family mansion of the Stiiyvesants — arrayed in 
of a trne l>ntch jreniTal. His regimental coat of 
»M»r«(i*oii>lY deci»raled with a ffoodlv show of lanre 
riachin^ from his waistband to his chin : the voli 
tnrucd up at the corners and separating gallantlj 
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^«play the seat of a sumptuous pair of brimstone-colored 
^[fc-breeches — a graceful style still prevalent among the warriors 
•'te day, and which is in conformity to the custom of ancient 
^^ who scorned to defend themselves in rear. His face 
tiered exceeding terrible and warlike by a pair of black mus- 
kSos ; his hair strutting out on each side in stiffly pomatumed 
"^ocks, and descending in a rat-tail queue below his waist ; a 
^iDg stock of black leather supporting his chin, and a little 
fierce cocked hat, stuck with a gallant and fiery air over 
left eye. Such was the chivalric port of Peter the Head- 
feDg ; and when he made a sudden halt, planted himself firmly 
his solid supporter, with his wooden leg inlaid with silver a 
le in advance, in order to strengthen his position, his right 
id grasping a gold-headed cane, his left resting upon the pum- 
1 of his sword, his head dressing spiritedly to the right, with a 
Bt appalling and hard-favored frown upon his brow — ^he pre- 
ited altogether one of the most commanding, bitter-looking and 
jier-like figures that ever strutted upon canvas. — Proceed we 
w to inquire the cause of this warlike preparation. 
In the preceding chapter we have spoken of the founding of 
rt Casimir, and of the merciless warfare waged by its com- 
nder upon cabbages, sunflowers and pumpkins, for want of ^ 
ter occasion to flesh his sword. Now it came to pass that ^r 
her up the Delaware, at his strong-hold of Tinnekonk, resided 
? Jan Printz, who styled himself Governor of New-Sweden, 
history belie not this redoubtable Swede, he was a rival worthy 
the windy and inflated commander of Fort Casimir, for, mas- 
David Pieterzen de Vrie, in his excellent book of voyages, 
cribes him as " weighing upwards of four hundred pound s," 
lUge feeder and Vt^wc^r m pmpnyfjnnj toiiMi[j Ull'l'l' pnriTTtflWi 
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potut-iit^}' ai overr xneaL He had a garrison 
ii^ar: u: Tiiui*.'kouk. guzzling. deej»-driiikmg Fwas 
luud*- III* v'iid WiKidr ring with their carousals. 

>'<• MHiifjr did lhi^ rubusiions c*ominaiider hear 
tit F(in I usimir. iliau ht- sent a message to Ya 
« uniin;: him off the land, as being ^thin the boni 
dk*:ii*ii- 

Tc 1 1. is General Van Poffenburgh replied li 
lonL'»*'i I" ilu'ir Hiirh Mightinesses, having l»eeE 
chiiMMi lit tliv natives, as discoverers from the 
willl»*^- tli»- bret'che? of their land measurer. Ten 

To ill is thf governor rejoined that the land 
Wen >ol<l }»v the Indians lo the Swedes, and ci 
uii<l»T ihv jM'tticoat government of her Swedish ma 
iuhI w<K' l»e Ut anv mortal that wore a breeches v 
to inc<ld]e cvt^n with the hem of her sacred garm< 

1 tnrln.-ar to dilate iij)on the war of wonls wh 
for s(nnr time by these windy conmianders ; Vj 
liowrvtT, hii<l served under William the Testy, an 
in ilii> kind of warfare. Governor Print z, findir 
!m' (li.-^lod'rfMl by these lonjj shots, now determined 
rlosci" (jiiartt-rs. Accordingly he descended the 
iorc'«* and i'liine, and erected a rival fortress ju 
\r mile below Fort Casimir, to which he gave the n 
biirjr. 

n/ And now commenced a tremendous rivalry be 
«l»Mi'»liry commanders; st riving to outstrut and 
niluM" like a euujile of belligerent turkeycocks. 1 
ir>{ who hhould run up the tallest flag-staff and dit 
«. 5i ilttg ; all day long there was a furious roUin 
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iging of trumpets in either fortress, and, whichever had the 
in its favor, would keep up a continual firing of cannon, to 

It its antagonist with the smell of gunpowder. 

On all these points of windy warfare the antagonists were 
^*1 matched ; but so it happened that the Swedish fortress being 
*V'er down the river, all the Dutch vessels bound to Fort Casimir 
"^tt supplies, had to pass it. Governor Printz at once took 
^-"Vantage of this circumstance, and compelled them to lower 
k^ir flags as they passed under the guns of his battery. 

This was a deadly wound to the Dutch pride of Greneral Vaii 
offenburgh, and sorely would he swell when from the ramparti; 
if Fort Casimir he beheld the flag of their High Mightinesses • 
(track to the rival fortress. To heighten his vexation, Gov- ; 
jmor Printz, who, as has been shown, was a huge trencherman, 
ook the liberty of having the first rummage of every Dutch mer- 
;bant-ship, and securing to himself and his guzzling garrison all / 
he little round Dutch cheeses, all the Dutch herrings, the gin- 
gerbread, the sweetmeats, the curious stone jugs of gin, and all 
he other Dutch luxuries, on *heir way for the solace of Fort Casi- 
air. It is possible he may ha?e paid to the Dutch skippers the 
iill value of their commodities, but what consolation was tliis to 
^acobus Van Poflenburgh and his garrison, who thus found their 
avorite supplies cut off, and diverted into the larders of the hos- 
Qe camp ? For some time this war of the cupboard was carried 
n to the great festivity and jollification of the Swedes, while the 
warriors of Fort Casimir found their hearts, or rather their sto- 
lachs, daily failing them. At length the summer heats and sum- 
ler showers set in, and now, lo and behold, a great miracle was 
rrought for the relief of the Nederlands, not a little resembling one 

f the plagues of Egypt ; for it came to pass that a great cloud 
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i time the garriiOQ endeavored to hold oot, but i 
the muiquetoes penetrated into eTeij chink and 
them no rest day nor night ; and as to Govern 
moTed aboQt as in a cload, with mosqneto rnnsi 
mnsqueto stings to the verj end of his nose, 
rison was fairlj driven oat of the fortress, and 
to Tinnekonk ; nay, it is said that the mosqaei 
Printz even thither, and abeiohitelj drove him c 
certain it is, he embarked for Sweden shortly af 
Claudius Risingh was sent to goTem New-Swe 
Such was the famous musqueto war oo the E 
General Van Poffenburgh would fiun have be< 
the devout people of the Nieuw-^Tt^eriands all 
discomfiture of the Swedes to th^miractkloos ii 
Nicholas, As to the fortress of Helsenburg, ^ 
the story of its strange destruction was perpetn 
dish name of Myggen-borg, that is to say, Musi 

• Acreliua* History N. Sweden. For some notice <^ 



CHAPTER n. 

JAN RISINGH, HIS GIANTLY PERSON AND CRAFTY DEEDS ; 
AND OF THE CATASTROrHE AT FORT CASIMIR. 



Jan Claudius Risingh, who succeeded to the command of New- 
Sweden, looms largely in ancient records as a gigantic Swede, who, \ a 
had he not been rather knock-kneed and splay-footed, might have ^ 
served for the model of a Samson or a Hercules, He was no 
less rapacious than mighty, and, withal, as crafty as he was rapa- 
cious, so that there is very little doubt that, had he lived some 
four or five centuries since, he would have figured as one of those 
-wicked giants, who took a cruel pleasure in pocketing beautiful 
princesses and distressed damsels, when gadding about the world, 
and locking them up in enchanted castles, without a toilet, a 
c hange of linen, or any oth er convenien ce. — In consequence of 
which enormities they fell under the high displeasure of chivalry, 
and all true, loyal, and gallant knights were instructed to attack 
and slay outright any miscreant they might happen to find above 
six feet high ; which is doubtless one reason why the race of 
large men is nearly extinct, and the generations of latter ages are 
60 exceedingly small. 

Governor Risingh, notwithstanding his giantly condition, was, 
as I have hinted, a man of crafl. He was not a man to ruffle 
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tlic vanity of G*.-nf-ral Van PoflRrnbur^-L. or \o nz- Li- rr' 
u^ain*;! tlj*r jrrain. On the contrarv. as he siile^i ur- i 
v.ant. li** j;aii-*:4 bc-fore Fort Casimir. di«j*iave»l Lij fjiz. ; 
a royal salu!*; before droppinji anchor. The Nalme woul 
1<-- liave been returned, had not ihe gun? tieen difncann 
wa-, a veteran sentinel, who had been napping a: fiii i 
jia<l -ijfl'ered Lis match to go out, returned the complimen 
r\r.iv(/iti*r Ijis niUftket with the spark of a pipe borrowed 
roinrade. Governor Risingh accepted this as a couneoa 
and ileal ed the fortress to a second salute ; well knowing 
inandcT wa.s a[>t to be mar>'elou5lj delighted with the 
ci-i-c.nionials, considering them so many acts of homage pa 
^iM-atncss. He then prepared to land with a nailiiarv rei 
thirty men, a j)rodigiou.s pageant in the wilderness. 

And now took place a terrible rummage and racket i 
( 'a>imir, to recc^ive such a visitor in proper style, and t< 
an iniposiiifr a})pearance. The main guard was turned 
soon as possible, eciuipped to the best advantage in the fe 
ol' regimentals, which had to do duty by turns with the 
^jarrison. One tall, lank fellow appeared in a little man' 
with tJM'. buttons between his shoulders; the skirts scarce 
in^ his bottom ; his hands hanging like spades out of the si 
and the coat link<'(l in front by worsted loops made out of 
of nil j^arters. Ant)ther had a cocked hat stuck on the bi 
his ht jul, and decorated with a bunch of cock's-tails ; a thi 
a })air of rusty gaiters hanging about his heels — ^while a foi 
little, duck-h'gged fellow, was equipped in a pair of the gei 
ea^t-otf bnM'chrs, which he held up with one hand wh 
gntsped his tireloek with the other. The rest were accouti 
similar style, excepting three ragamuffins without shirts, an* 
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a pair and a half of breeches between them, wherefore they \ 

« sent to the black hole, to keep them out of sight, that they 

;lit not disgrace the fortress. 

His men being thus gallantly arrayed — those who lacked 

skets shouldering spades and pickaxes, and every man being 

ered to tuck in his shirt-tail and pull up his brogues — General 

n Poffenburgh first took a sturdy draught of foaming ale, 

Lch, like the magnanimous More of More-hall,* was his inva- 

ble practice on all great occasions; this done, he put him- 

f at their head, and issued forth from his castle, like a mighty 

nt, just refreshed with wine. But when the two heroes met, 

;n began a scene of warlike parade that beggars all description. 

e shrewd Risingh, who had grown gray much before his time, 

consequence of his craftiness, saw at one glance the ruling pas- 

n of the great Van Poffenburgh, and humored him in all his 

lorous fantasies. 

Their detachments were accordingly drawn up in front of ^y 

ih other ; they carried arms and they presented arms ; they 

ve the standing salute and the passing salute ; they rolled their 

ims, they flourished their fifes, and they waved their colors ; 

ij faced to the left, and they faced to the right, and they faced 

the right about; they wheeled forward, and they wheeled 

ckward, and they wheeled into echellon ; they marched and 

ly countermarched, by grand divisions, by single divisions, and 

subdivisions ; by platoons, by sections, and by files ; in quick 

» 

* " as soon as he rose. 

To make him strong and mighty. 
He drank by the tale, six pots of ale. 
And a quart of aqua vitae." 

Dragon of WantUy, 
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time, in *low time, and in no ame ac a£I: t'>r. h 
thrrj'ish all th*^: ^vr>laik>n3 of two 3 
«:ijfht*:':n mnxifi:uvTfTs of Dozidas ; havmj exhacftei a 
fvjijld re'^ill'-'^t or imasine of mllitazy tacdcs. incind 
Ft rang*; and irr^^gular evolutioos, the like of wbit*h 
rfj;u h*:\'fjr«t nor isince. exwptini? among certain of 
rai.-^rd rniliti.'t. lli*^; two commanders and their rtspe 
came at U^n^h to a dead halt^ co mplet el y eaJ ia ust^ 
of vfox^ N'rv*;r did two valiant train-band captain >. * 
killed theatric licrw.**, in the renowned tragedies of P 
1'humb, or any other heroical and fighting tragedv, re 
gallows-Uxiking, duck-legged, heavy-heeled myrmidon 
^lory and relf-admiration. 

I'hese military compliments being finished, G 
PoflTcnburj^h cjsoorted his illustrious visitor, with grea 
into the fort ; att<;nded him throughout the fortificatio 
him the horn-work?, crown- works, half-moons, and vj 
outworks, or rather the places were they ought to be ( 
wht'H^ they nii«^ht be erected if he pleased; plainly de 
thai it wjw II phice of " great capability," and thougl 
bnt 11 litlli^ redoubt, yet that it was evidently a forn 
trrss, in embryo. This survey over, he next had the 
risiin put tnnU'r nrins, <;xercised, and reviewed; and c< 
onhTiuHr the three l)ridewell birds to be hauled out o1 
ht>le, lu'ouirhl up to the halberds, and soundly flog< 
nnui^^i'nuMit of his visitor, and to convince him that 
frreat iliseiplinnrinn. 

'V\w iMuininir Kisinjrh, while he pretended to be st 
outri;?ht witli th<' ]Miissance of the great Van Poffenl 
i«il«^nt nt)to of th«* incompetency of his garrison, of whi 
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Ift wink to his trusty followers, who tipped each other the wink, 
Mnd laughed most obstreperously — ^in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flogging being concluded, thej 
ftatj adjourned to the table ; for among his other great qualities, 
"ilie general was remarkably addicted to huge carousals, and h 
one afternoon's campaign would leave more dead men on the] 
field than he ever did in the whole course of his military career.! 
.Many bulletins of these bloodless victories do still remain on 
xecord ; and the whole province was once thrown in amaze by 
the return of one of his campaigns ; wherein it was stated, that 
though, like Captain Bobadil, he had only twenty men to back 
bim, yet in the short space of six months he had conquered and 
utterly annihilated sixty oxen, ninety hogs, one hundred sheep, 
ten thousand cabbages, one thousand bushels of potatoes, one 
hundred and fifty kilderkins of small beer, two thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-five pipes, seventy-eight pounds of sugar- 
plums, and forty bars of iron, besides sundry small meats, game, 
poultry, and garden-stuff: — an achievement unparalleled since 
the days of Pantagruel and his all-devouring army, an^ which 
showed that it was only necessary to let Van Poffenburgh and 
his garrison loose in an enemy's country, and in a little while 
they would breed a famine, and starve all the inhabitants. 

No sooner, therefore, had the general received intimation of 
the visit of Governor Risingh, than he ordered a great dinner to 
be prepared ; and privately sent out a detachment of his most 
experienced veterans, to rob all the hen-roosts in the neighbor- 
hood, and lay the pigsties under contribution ; — a service which 
they discharged with such zeal and promptitude, that the garrisor 
table groaned under the weight of their spoils. 

I wish, with all my heart, my readers could see the valiant 
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Van Poffenbnrgh, as he presided ac the head of th« 

wan a -i^ht worth beholding : — there he ssll, in hif g 
suirounde*! bv hL* soldiers, like that taznons wine-l 
aridf^r, whose thirsty virtues he did mogc ably iiE 
a-touiidirjg storieir of his hair-breadth advennire: 
fcxploiti^ ; at which, though all his anditors knew 
iri'-Tintinent lies and outrageous gasconadoes, yet did 
thf.'ir ey*:s in admiration, and utter many interjecti* 
irliment. Nor could the general pronounce any it 
xhf: remotest resemblance to a joke, but the stout I 
strike hin brawny fiat upon the table till every glass 
throw himself back in the chair, utter gigantic peali 
and swear moj^t horribly it was the best joke he evei 
lif<f;. — Thus all was rout and revelry and hideous ca 
I'ort (Jasimir, and so lustily did Van Poffenburgh p 
that ill \('<ri than four short hours he made himself' a 
garrison, wlio all sedulously emidated the deeds of tl 
(Ic.'ul drunk, with singing songs, quaffing bumpers, ; 
patriotic; toasts, none of which but was as long as a 
frrac or a plc.a in chancery. 

No sooner did things come to this pass, than Risi 
Swf;<lr«, wlio had cunningly kept themselves sober, 
entertainer'^, tied them neck and heels, and took form 
of the fort, and all its dependencies, in the name of ( 
tina of SwfMhn ; administering at the same time an 
pancM' to all llie Dutch soldiers who could be made s 
Hi swallow it. Hisin^^h then put the fortifications i 
poiuird his disereet juid vigilant friend Suen SchO 
ndje d jjJ tX^^'N -'^ <Jill» wind-dried, water-drinking S' 
(*ouiniand, and depiulcd, bearing \nih him this ti 
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iarrison and its puissant commander ; who, when brought to 
imself by a sound drubbing, bore no little resemblance to a 
deboshed fish," or bloated sea-monster, caught upon dry land. 

The transportation of the garrison was done to prevent the 
mismission of intelligence to New- Amsterdam ; for much as the 
milling E-isingh exulted in his stratagem, yet did he dread the 
engeance of the sturdy Peter Stuyvesant ; whose name spread 
9 much terror in the neighborhood as did whilom that of the 
noonquerable Scanderbeg among hiis scurvy enemies the Turks. 
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CHAPTER in. 

SHOWING now PROFOUND SECRETS ARE OTTES BR< 
LIGHT ; WITH THE PROCEEDINGS OF PETER Tl 
STRONG AVHEN HE HEARD OF THE MISFORTUNE; 
ERAL VAN POFFENBURGH. 

Whoever first described common fame, or nimor, a: 
to the sager sex, was a very owl for shrewdness. ) 
truth certain feminine qualities to au astonishing degre 
lariy that benevolent anxiety to take care of the affair 
which keeps her continually hunting after secrets, a 
alx>ut proclaiming them. Whatever is done openly 
face of the world, she takes but transient notice of; bu 
a transaction is done in a corner, and attempted to h 
in mystery, then her goddess-ship is at her wits' ei 
out, and takes a most mischievous and lady-like pleasu 
lishing it to the world. 

It is this truly feminine propensity which indue 
tinually to be prying into the cabinets of princes, liste 
key-holes of senate-chambers, and peering through < 
crannies, when our worthy congress are sitting with cl 
delilicrating between a dozen excellent modes of r 
nation. It is this wliicii makes her so baneful to 
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en and intriguing commanders — such a stumbling-block 



L^ ^livate negotiations and secret expeditions; betraying them 
^eans and instruments which never would have been thought 
y>j any but a female head. 
Thus it was in the case of the affair of Fort Casimir. No 
^^Vibt the cunning Risingh imagined, that, by securing the garri- 
^^11, he should for a long time prevent the^ history of its fate from 
^^^aching the ears of the gallant Stuyvesant ; but his exploit was 
^ Wown to the world when he least expected ; and by one of the 
last beings he would ever have suspected of enlisting as trumpet- 
er to the wide-mouthed deity. 

This was one Dirk Schuiler (or Skulker), a kind of hanger- 
on to the garrison, who seemed to belong to nobody, and in a man- 
ner to be self-outlawed. He was one of those vagabond cosmo- 
polites who shark about the world, as if they had no right or 
business in it, and who infest the skirts of society like poachers 
and interlopers. Every garrison and country village has one or 
more scape-goats of this kind, whose life is a kind of enigma, 
whose existence is without motive, who comes from the Lord 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and who seems 
created for no other earthly purpose but to keep up the ancient 
and honorable order of idleness. This vagrant philosopher was 
supposed to have some Indian blood in his veins, which was 
manifested by a certain Indian complexion and cast of counte- 
nance ; but more especially by his propensities and habits. He 
was a tall, lank fellow, swift of foot, and long-winded. He was 
generally equipped in a half Indian dress, with belt, leggings, 
and moccasons. His hair hung in straight gallows locks about 
his ears, and added not a little to his sharking demeanor. It i« 
an old remark, that persons of Indian mixture are half civilized. 



:iJi HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 



half s«ivagc, find lialf devil — ^a third half being provi 
tliuir particular coiivcnicuce. It is for similar rear^ons, a 
bably with ecjual truth, that the backwoodsmen of Kemu 
stvk-d half man, half horse, suid half allifrator, by the 
on ih<j Mississippi, and htld accordinglj in great repp 
abhorrence. 

The above cliaracter may have presented itself to the f 
ii3 applicable to Dirk Schuiler, whom thej familiarly dubl 
lows Dirk. Certain it is, he acknowledged alle^ance to 
— was an utter enemy to work, holding it in no manner 
mation — but lounging about the fort, depending upon cha 
a subsistence, getting drunk whenever he could "^et hqu 
stealing whatever he could lay his hands on. Every dav 
he was >ure to get a sound rib-roasting for some of his 
meanors ; which, however, as it broke no bones, he mad 
light (jl", and scrupled not to repeat the offence whenever f 
opportunity presented. Sometimes, in consequence of soi 
grant villany, he would abscond from the garrison, and be 
ibr a month at a time ; skulking about the woods and sv 
with a long i'owling-piece on his shoulder, lying in ambu 
game — or squatting himself down on the edge of a pond ca 
lish for lioui's together, and bearing no little resemblance t 
notabl<; bird ol* tlir» crane family, ycleped the Mudpoke. 
he thought his eiinies had been forgotten or forgiven, he ' 
sneak ba<;k to tin; iort witli a bundle of skins, or a load of po 
which, perchance, h(i had stolen, and would exchan'^e the! 
li(juor, with which having well soaked his carcass, he would 
the sun and enjoy all the luxurious indolence of that swinisl 
losopher Diogenes. He was the terror of all the farm-van 
the country, into which he made fearful inroads ; and somet 
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would make his sudden appearance in the garrison at day- 

with the whole neighborhood at his heels ; like the scoun 

thief of a fox, detected in his maraudings and hunted to hia 

p^lle« Such was this Dirk Schuiler ; and from the total indiffer- 

once he showed to the world and its concerns, and from his truly 

Ty^fiia^n stoicism and taciturnity, no one would ever have dreamt 

tliat he would have been the publisher of the treachery of Risingh, 

When the carousal was going on, which proved so fatal to the 

brave Poffenburgh and his watchful garrison, Dirk skulked about 

£roni room to room, being a kind of privileged vagrant, or useless 

hound, whom nobody noticed. But though a fellow of few words, 

yet, like your taciturn people, his eyes and ears were always open, 

and in the course of his prowlings he overheard the whole plot 

of the Swedes. Dirk immediately settled in his own mind how 

he should turn the matter to his own advantage. He played the 

perfect jack-of-both-sides — that is to say, he made a prize of 

every thing that came in his reach, robbed both parties, stuck the 

copper-bound cocked hat of the puissant Van Poffenburgh on his 

head, whipped a huge pair of Risingh's jack-boots under his arms, 

and took to his heels, just before the catastrophe and confusion at 

the garrison. 

Finding himself completely dislodged from his haunt in this 
quarter, he directed his flight towards his native place, New-, 
Amsterdam, whence he had formerly been obliged to abscond pre- ^ 
cipitately, in consequence of misfortune in business — ^that is to 
say, having been detected in the act of sheep-stealing. After 
wandering many days in the woods, toiling through swamps, ford- 
ing brooks, swimming various rivers, and encountering a world 
of hardships that would have killed any other being but an Indian^ 
a backwoodsman, or the devil, he at length arrived, half-famished. 
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fircd Li? ?i*:i:^-(i£ksbtii Ti»e jaj* be wai* grw A^r.y asi 

*^h*^']L — y:,..':-i -jz* Li* ganigafkangw ad>d firoae up j 
rxjzs.. L 111:11.1:. 2. iL=t ira.* carUtmarj viiL Lim wbea i 
L}*i*:<r;ii Ti^*nLy^*T^'. d:irr. Bai. as I hare before sho^ 
a rr.A:: :o ver,: L;* *pken id idle Taporing. Hi* : 
af:^.- ::-•: t tir'.x\>iii of wra:h Lad subsided, was 10 s 
to a Lu::': wryyLrn cLesi, which served as his armorr 
h<: drf:w forth tLat identical suit of re^meDtal* de 
\}rf-j:*-A\u;i cLapi-er. In these portentous habilimen; 
him:rc-lf. likf; Achilles in the armor of Vulcan, maim 
wljile an a[i]>alling silence, knitting his brows, and 
breatlj tljroiijrh his clinched teeth. Being hastily 
Htro'l'r t\tt\\\\ into the j^arlor and jerked down his trusi 
over i\it'. i\v<-\}\',i<:(', where it was usually suspended 
he ^'inl*:<l it (,n his tlii;;h, he drew it from iti? scabbai 
eye a )\iv :>.(■*{ aloii;: the nisty blade, a grim smile stole 
vi.-a;re — it wa-; tlje first smile that had visited his coi 
five \(}U*i week> ; but everi' one who beheld it pre 
fh*'re. woiiM sfxjii ]>e warm work in the province! 

'i'huH arni(;(l at all j>oints, with grisly war depi< 

feat 11 n^, hi.s very cocked hat assuming an air of unc 

■line*', he instantly put himself upon the alert, and dis 

f4)ny Van Corlear hither and thither, this way an 
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jh all the muddy streets and crooked lanes of the city, sum- 
g by sound of trumpet his trusty peers to assemble in 
t council. — This done, by way of expediting matters, ac- 
g to the custom of people in a hurry, he kept in continual 
, shifting from chair to chair, popping his head out of every 
w, and stumping up and down stairs with his wooden leg 
li brisk and incessant motion, that, as we are informed by 
hentic historian of the times, the continual clatter bore no 
resemblance to the music of a cooper hooping a flour- 

summons so peremptory, and from a man of the governor's 
, was not to be trifled with : the sages forthwith repaired to 
uncil-chamber, seated themselves with the utmost tranquil- 
ad lighting their long pipes, gazed with unruflied composure 
\ excellency and his regimentals ; being, as all counsellors 
[ be, not easily flustered, nor taken by surprise. The gov- 
looking around for a moment with a lofty and soldier-like 
id resting one hand on the pommel of his sword,, and fling- 
e other forth in a free and spirited manner, addressed them 
aort but soul-stirring harangue. 

mi extremely sorry that I have not the advantages of Livy, ^ 
'dides, Plutarch, and others of jjiy predecessors, who were 
bed, as I am told, with the speeches of all their heroes, 
down in short hand by the most accurate stenographers 
time ; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to enrich 
listories, and delight their readers with sublime strains of 
;nce. Not having such important auxiliaries, I cannot pos- 
)ronounce what was the tenor of Governor Stuyvesant'l 
I. I am bold, however, to say, from the tenor of his cha« 
, that he did not wrap his rugged subject in silks and 



328 HISTORY OP NEW-YORX. 



ermines, aiid other sickly trickeries of phrase; but 
like a iiiaii of nerve and vigor, who scorned to shi 
from those dangers which he stood ready to encoi 
deed. Tliis mucli is certain, that he concluded by a 
determination to lead on his troops in person, and i 
tard-monger Swedes from their usurped quarters at 
To this hardy resolution, such of his council as wei 
their usual sii^nal of concurrence ; and as to the 
fallen asleep aliout the middle of the harangue (th( 
torn in the afternoon"), they made not the least ob 

And now was seen in the fair city of New- Am 
digious bustle and preparation for iron war. Rec 
mai-died liither and thither, calling lustily upon 
the runagates, and tatterdemalions of the Manl 
vicinity, who had any ambition of sixpence a dav, 
fame into the bargain, to enlist in the cause of 
would have you note that your warlike heroes wh< 
rear of conquerors are generally of that illustriou 
tlemen, wlio are equal candidates for the aiiny or t 
the hidberds or the wliipjnng-post — for whom Dane 
cast an even die, whether they shall make their ex 
or tlie halU;r — and whose.deaths shall, at all eve 
examphi to their countrymen. 

But, notwithstanding all this nmrtial rout and 
i-anks of honor were but scantily supplied ; so a^ 
peaceful burghers of Xew- Amsterdam from enlist: 
broils, or stirring beyond that home, which roui 
eartldy ideas. Upon beliolding this, the great Pete 
heart was all on fire with war and sweet revenge, 
wait no longer for tlie tardy assistance of these oil 
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3r up his merry men of the Hudson, who, brought up 
roods, and wilds, and savage beasts, like our yeomen of 
y, delighted in nothing so much as desperate adventures 
lous expeditions through the wilderness. Thus resolving, 
ed his trusty squire Antony Van Corlear to have his state 
repared and duly victualed ; which being performed, he 
public service at the great church of St. Nicholas, like 
id pious governor ; and then leaving peremptory orders 
council to have the chivalry of the Manhattoes marshaled 
appointed against his return, departed upon his recruiting 
up the waters of the Hudson. 



4bt 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CONTAINING PETER STUYVESANT'S VOYAGE UP THE 
AND THE WONDERS AND DELIGHTS OF THAT RE 
RIVER. 

Now did the soft breezes^ of the south steal sweetly ovei 
of nature, tempering the panting heats of summer inl 
and prolific warmth ; wh# that miracle of hardihood an* 
ric virtue, the dauntless Peter Stuyvesant, spread his c: 
the wind, and departed JroA the fair island of Manna-hat 
galley in which 1^ embarked was sumptuously adorn 
pendants and streamiftrs of gorgeous dyes, which flutterc 
in the wind, or drooped their ends into the bosom of the 
The ])ow and poop of this majestic vessel were gallantly 
after tlie rarest Dutch fashion, with figures of little pursy 
with periwigs on their heads, and bearing in their hands { 
r^f flowers, the like of which are not to be found in any 1 
botany ; being tlie matchless flowers which flourished in th» 
age, and exist no longer, unless it be in the imaginadoDS 
nious carvers of wood and discolorers of canvas. 

Thus rarely decorated, in style befitting the puissant p 
of the Manhattoes, did the galley of Peter Stuyvesant 
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upon the bosom of the lordly Hudson, which, as it rolled its 

waves to the ocean, seemed to pause for a while and swell 

pride, as if conscious of the illustrious burthen it sustained. 

^ut trust me, gentlefolk, far other was the scene presented to 

^ contemplation of the crew from that which may be witnessed 

tiiis degenerate day. Wildness and savage majesty reigned on 

"^^ borders of this mighty river — the hand of cultivation had 



*v, 



^t as yet laid low the dark forest, and tamed the features of the 
'^^Hdscape — nor had the frequent sail of commerce broken in upon 
^iie profound and a^vful solitude of ages. Here and there might 
i)e seen a rude wigwam perched among the cliffs of the mountains 
"with its curling column of smoke mounting in the transparent 
atmosphere — but so loftily situated that the whoopings of the 
savage children, gamboling on the margin of the dizzy heights, 
fell almost as faintlv on the ear as do the notes of the lark, when 
lost in the azure vault of heaven. Now and then, from the 
beetling brow of some precipice, the wild deer would look timidly 
down upon the splendid pageant as it passed below ; and then, 
tossing his antlers in the air, would bound away into the thick- 
ets of the forest. 

• Through such scenes did the stately vessel of Peter Stuyve- 
sant pass. Now did they skirt the bases of the rocky heights of 
Jersey, which spring up like everlasting walls, reaching from the 
waves unto the heavens, and were fashioned, if tradition may be 
believed, in times long past, by the mighty spirit Manetho, to pro- 
tect his favorite abodes from the unhallowed eyes of mortals. 
Now did they career it gayly across the vast expanse of Tappan 
Bay, whose wide-extended shores present a variety of delectable 
scenery — ^here the bold promontory, crowned with embowering 
trees, advancing into the bay — there the long woodland slope, 
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Bwte\nii^ u}' trjii. lue abore in ricL iuxnnanct. and i 
lilt tjyjuJLt'i J •!*?•*:} 'i'j*: — ^wiiiit az & diatonct: b ioiic ' 

v»'r--»-; ::-•■.■■ iia*- vii^rt rome modeai liiiie iiii#»r\'aL< 

. ■ : w :. — : :-•: ■-■ - ' L V #.-«.►; i-^: ^:ii»: t iuklililT ri VTii**u ?: -•i^; 

m Z — 

!-•• •:. aj.'i '. .". .i ■v'rr'iiLr*:: — ozi TriioHt baiiki? "wa.*- ==.::- 
1:.';.^:^ '.— it^":. or. j^ra-ivemurt- the mdt ca^ii. o: 

Ti^': «i::i':rtL: p«:rIod? of iLe rfTolvirijr diij --ee 
'* .:.'.!. J ti.it 'J.':, to «ilii"u^ a 'iiif-trtni cLarm over iL 
Wf/'*.'i ihi: jovial -'jfi brtak ;iioriouiiy from iLe -ri: 
ll.c ni-'-'if;!!*-: oJ" the hill-, und rjjartV.ng iL*: lai 
tJi'iU^.-Ui'i 'I'tv.v ;r»riii-i; whik- along ilie bonier* o: 
fci:i:ii In.-avv in;!.*-^:"* of riiirt. whif.'L. like midnij^L: cs 
iit liL»apji/o:L«:li, ifja/l«: a ^lu^^.-:h retreai. rolling ij 
tiiiii-e up ili't ifiouiitain.s. At «uch times all was '. 
lit*", iiiid j.'j«/«f> — til*: atino*|*li»;nr was of an indes 
ikt:>.ii and tntii-fKLn-rK-y — the bin!-: broke forth in ^rai 
uikI till' tji-JMijiiiL' bnreze-j wafted the vessel n 
riiiii^f. Pfiit v\li<-!i tlio sun iiunk amid a flood € 
wt-.-rt, ]iiiiiitliii«/ ill'- li(':iveris and the earth with a 
^iMiii-! ilyi-- — iln'ii all w.'LS cairn, and silent, and maor 
lult'. nvvi-llin^r siil liiin;^ lifelessly against the mast — th 
tiildfil uniin, Icaiir-d against the shrouds, lost in thj 
imi-injf v\lii«'li tin; .-oImt grancleiir of nature com 
I .idrnt «d' hiT rhiMnn. The vjwt liosom of the Hi 
an iiitnillh'it mirror, rftifrc.tin^ the golden splendor o 
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^^Jpting that now and then a bark canoe would steal across its 
^^ice, filled with painted savages, whose gay feathers glared 
^Kbiiy, as perchance a lingering ray of the setting sun gleamed 
^^ them from the western mountains. 

' ' But when the hour of twilight spread its majestic mists 
^ttoid, then did the face of nature assume a thousand fugitive 
^Mims, which to the worthy heart that seeks enjoyment in the 
l^rious works of its Maker are inexpressibly captivating. The 
nellow dubious light that prevailed just served to tinge with illu- 
ive coloi*s the softened features of the scenery. The deceived 
rat delighted eye sought vainly to discern in the broad masses of 
hade, the separating line between the land and water ; or to dis- 
Inguish the fading objects that seemed sinking into chaos. Now 
id the busy fancy supply the feebleness of vision, producing with 
idustrious craft a fairy creation of her own. Under her plastic 
rand the barren rocks frowned upon the watery waste, in 
ambiance of lofty towers, and high embattled cas — 
Bsumed the direfiil forms of mighty giants, and the in 
tinunits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thousan 
wy beings. 

Now broke forth from the shores the notes of an innu^i 
ariety of insects, which filled the air with a strange but 
iharmonious concert — while ever and anon was heard the mel» 
ncholy plaint of the Whip-poor-will, who, perched on some lone 
ree, wearied the ear of night with his incessant moanings. The 
lind, soothed into a hallowed melancholy, listened with pensive 
tillness to catch and distinguish each sound that vaguely echoed 
pom the shore — now and then startled perchance by the whoop 
f some straggling savage, or by the dreary howl of a wolf, steal- 
ig forth upon his nightly prowlings. 



334 HISTORY OP NEW-TORK. 

Thus happily did they pursue their course, until they 
upon those awful defiles denominated the highlands, ^ 
would seem tliat the gigantic Titans had erst waged their i 
war with heaven, piling up cliffij on clifis, and hurling vast 
ot* rock in wild confusion. But in sooth very different 
history of these cloud-capt mountains. — ^These in ancien 
before the Hudson poured its waters from the lakes, fonr 
vast prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent M 
coiiimed the rebellious spirits who repined at his control, 
bound in adamantine chains, or jammed in rifled pines, or ( 
l)y ponderous rocks, they groaned for many an age. — At 
tlie conquering Hudson, in its career towards the ocear 
oi)en their prison-house, rolling its tide triumphantly throi 
stupendous ruins. 

Still, liowever, do many of them lurk about their old ; 
and th(?sc it is, according to venerable legends, that ca 
echoi.s which resound throughout these awful solitudes; 
are nothing but tlieir angry clamors when any noise distu 
profoundness of their repose. — For when the elcnnents i 
fated by tempest, when the winds are up and the thunde 
tlien hoirible is the yelling and howling of these troubled 
making the mountains to rebellow with their hideous upro 
at su(!h times it is said that they think the great Mai 
returning once more to plunge them in gloomy caver 
renew their intolerable captivity. 

But all these fair and glorious scenes were lost upon t 
lant Stuyvesant ; naught occupied his mind but thoughts 
war, and proud anticipations of hardy deeds of arms. ] 
did his honest crew trouble their heads \nth any romantic 
lations of the kind. The pilot at the helm quietly smol 
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thinking of nothing either past, present, or to come — ^those 
comrades who were not industriously smoking under the 
^ilbehes were listening with open mouths to Antony Van Cor- 
iNV; who, seated on the windlass, wa^ relating to them the mar- 
i^pbus history of those myriads of fireflies, that sparkled like 

and spangles upon the dusky robe of night. These, ac- ^ 
to tradition, were originally a race of pestilent sempiter- 
Mkhkb beldames, who peopled these parts long before the memory 
rf man; being of that abominated race emphatically called 
%nmstonei ; and who, for their innimierable sins against the chil- 
dren of men, and to Ornish an awful warning to the beauteous 
seXy were doomed to infest the earth in the shape of these threat- 
ening and terrible little bugs ; enduring the internal torments of 
diat fire, which they formerly carried in their hearts and breathed 
forth in their words ; but now are sentenced to bear about for 
ever — in their tails 1 

And now I am going to tell a fact, which I doubt much my , 
readers will hesitate to believe ; but if they do, they are welcome 
not to believe a word in this whole history — for nothing which it 
contains is more true. It must be known then that the nose •of 
Antony the Trumpeter was of a very lusty size, strutting boldly 
from his countenance like a mountain of Golconda ; being sump- 
tuously bedecked with rubies and other precious stones — the true 
regalia of a king of good fellows, which jolly Bacchus grants to 
all who bouse it heartily at the flagon. Now thus it happened, 
that bright and early in the morning, the good Antony, having 
washed his burly visage, was leaning over the quarter railing of 
the galley, contemplating it in the glassy wave below. — Just at 
this moment the illustrious sun, breaking in all his splendor from 
behind a high bluff of the highlands, did dart one of his most 
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potent beams full upon the refulgent nose of the sounder c 
— the reflection of which shot straightway down, hissing h 
the water, and killed a mighty sturgeon that was sportins 
the vr>>el ! This huge monster being with infinite labor 
on Ijoard, furnished a luxurious repast to all the crew 
;i<. "counted of excellent flavor, excepting about the wound, 
it smacked a little of brimstone — and this, on my verad 
tho tirst time that ever sturgeon was eaten in these p£ 
Christian people.* 

AVhen this astonishing miracle came to be made knt 
Peter Stuyvesant, and that he tasted of the unknown fish, 
may well be supposed, marveled exceedingly; and as a 
inent thereof, he gave the name of Antonys I^ose to a sto 
uiontory in the neighl)orhood — and it has continued to be 
Antony's Nose ever since that time. 

Hut hf)ld: wliither am I wandering? By the mass 
attoiiii)t to accompany the good Peter Stuyvesant on this v 
I sliall never make an end ; for never was there a vf>vj 

m 

franj^ht with marvelous incidents, nor a river so aboundin: 
traiis^'cndant ]>eautie?, worthy of being severally recorded. 
now I liavr* it on the point of my pen to relate how his crew 
most Jiorri])Iy frightened, on going on shore above the hifrli 
hy a gang of merry roistering devils, frisking and curvet ini: 
flat rock, whicli projected into the river — and which is calh 
JhiyvcVs DanS'Kuimr to this very day. — But no I Dit 

*- The Ir-nnif (1 Hans Megapolonsia, treating of the country about A 
in M ifttcr whicli was written Pometime after the settlement thereo!*, 
'• I'lu're ifl in the river great plenty of sturgeon, which we Christians c 
iM.'ike U8C of, but the Indians eat them greedily." 
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^Pjiickerbocker — ^it becomes thee not to idle tlius in tliy historic 
Bfcayfaring. 

*^ Recollect that while dwelling with the fond garrulity of age 

-n^fver these fairy scenes, endeared to thee by the recollections of 

^^Aj youth, and the charms of a thousand legendary tales, which 

'Ibeguiled the simple ear of thy childhood ; recollect that thou art 

trifling with those fleeting moments which should be devoted to 

loflier themes. — Is not Time — relentless Time ! shaking, with 

palsied hand, his almost e'xhausted hour-glass before thee?— ^ 

hasten then to pursue thy weary task, lest the last sands be run 

ere thou hast finished thy histor^ of the Manhattoes. 

liCt us, then, commit the dauntless Peter, his brave galley, and 
his loyal crew, to the protection of the blessed St. Nicholas ; who, 
I have no doubt, will prosper him in his voyage, while we await 
his return at the great city of New- Amsterdam. 



15 



CHAPTER V. 

DESCRIBING THE POWERFUL ARMY THAT ASSEMBLED AT 

CITY OF NEW-AMSTERDAM TOGETHER WITH THE n 

VIEW BETWEEN PETER THE HEADSTRONG AND CENl 
VON rOFFENBURGH, AND PETER'S SENTIMENTS TOUC] 
UNFORTUNATE GREAT MEN. 

AViiTLE thus the enterprising Peter was coastiiig, with flo 
siiil, up the shores of the lordly Hudson, and arousing all 
l)hlegmatic little Dutch settlements upon its borders, a great 
l>uissant concoui-se of warriors was assembling at the city of ^ 
Amsterdam. And here that invaluable fragment of antiquity 
Stuyvesaiit manuscript, is more than commonly particular; 
which moans I am enabled to record the illustrious host that 
camped itself in the i)ublic square in front of the forL at pre 
denominated the Bowling Green. 

In the centre, then, w as pitched the tent of the men of ba 
of the Manhattoes, who being the inmates of the metropolis, o 
l)osed the lifeguards of the governor. These were comman 
by the valiant vStofFel Brinkerhoof, who whilom had acquired si 
immortal fame at Oyster Bay — they displayed as a standan 
beaver rampant on a field of orange ; being the arms of 
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pfTOvince, and denoting the persevering industry and the amphibi- 
Dfus origin of the Nederlanders.* 

On their right hand might be seen the vassals of that renowned 
Mynheer, Michael Paw,t who lorded it over the fair regions of 
ancient Pavonia, and the lands away south, even unto the Nave- 
sink mountains,! and was moreover patroon of Gibbet Island. 
His standard was borne by his trusty squire, Cornelius Van 
Vorst ; consisting of a huge oyster recumbent upon a sea-green 
field ; being the armorial bearings of his favorite metropolis, 
Communipaw. He brought to the camp a stout force of warriors, 
heavily armed, being each clad in ten pair of linsey-woolsey 
breeches, and overshadowed by broad-brimmed beavers, with \ 
short pipes twisted in their hatbands. These were the men who 
vegetated in the mud along the shores of Pavonia ; being of the 
race of genuine copperheads, and were fabled to have sprung 
from oysters. 

At a little distance was encamped the tribe of warriors who 
came from the neighborhood of Hell-gate. These were com- 

* This was likewise the great seal of the New-Netherlands, as may still be 
seen in ancient records. 

t Besides what is related in the Stuyvesant MS. I have found mention 
made of this illustrious patroon in another manuscript, which says : " De Heer 
(or the squire) Michael Paw, a Dutch subject, about 10th Aug. 1630, by deed 
purchased Staten-Island. N, B. The same Michael Paw had what the Dutch 
call a colonic at Pavonia, on the Jersey shore, opposite New- York, and his 
overseer in 1636 was named Corns. Van Vorst — a person of the same name 
in 1769, owned Pawles Hook, and a large farm at Pavonia, and is a lineal de- 
scendant from Van Vorst." 

X So called from the Navesink tribe of Indians that inhabited these parts — 
at present they are erroneously denominated the Neversink, or Neversunk 
mountains. 
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manded by the Suy Dams, and the Van Dams, incontinen 
swearers, its tlieir names betoken — ^they were terrible L 
fellows, clad in broad-skirted gaberdines, of that curious c 
cloth called tliunder and lightning — ^and bore as a standarl 
Devil's darning-needles, volant, in a flame-colored field- 
Hard by was the tent of the men of battle from the n 
borders of the AVaale-Boght* and the country thereabouts- 
were of a sour aspect, by reason that thej lived on crabs, 
aljound in these parts. They were the first institutors c 
honorable order of knighthood, called Fly-^market shirks, i 
t radii ion speak true, did hkewise introduce the far-famed • 
dancing, called '* double trouble." Tliey were command* 
the fearless Jacobus Yarra Vanger, and had, moreover, i 
band of Breuckelent ferry-men, who performed a brave co 
on conch shells. 

I Jut I refrain from pursuing this minute description, 
goes on to descril^e the warriors of Bloemen-dael, and TVee- 
and Iloboken, and sundry other places, well known in histoi 
song — for now do the notes of martial music alarm the peoj 
Xew-Amsterdam, sounding afar from beyond the walls of th 
I>ut this alarm was in a little while relieved, for lo, froi 
midst of a vast cloud of dust, they recognized the brimston 
ored breeches and splendid silver leg of Peter Stuyvesant, gl 
in the sunbeams ; and beheld him approaching at the head 
formidable army, wliich he had mustered along the banks o 
Hudson. And here the excellent but anonymous writer o 
Stuyvesant manuscript breaks out into a brave and gloriou 

* Since corrupted into the Wallahout ; the bay where the Navy-Y 

Biluated. 

t Now snelt Brooklyn. 
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scription of the forces, as they defiled through the principal gate 
of the city, that stood by the head of Wall-street. VV 

First of all came the Van Bummels, who inhabit the pleasant 
borders of the Bronx : these were short fat men, wearing exceed- 
ing large trunk -breeches, and were renowned for feats of the 
trencher — they were the first inventors of suppawn or mush and 
milk. — Close in their rear marched the Van Vlotens, of Kaats- 
kill, horrible quaffers of new cider, and arrant braggarts in 
their liquor. — After them came the Van Pelts of Groodt Eso- 
pus, dextrous horsemen, mounted upon goodly switch-tailed 
steeds of the Esopus breed — ^these were mighty hunters of minks 
and muskrats, whence came the word Peltry, — Then the Van 
Nests of Kinderhoeck, valiant robbers of birds* nests, as their 
name denotes ; to these, if report may be believed, are we indebted 
for the invention of slap-jacks, or buckwheat cakes. — Then the 
Van Hi g g inbo ttoms, of Wapping's creek ; these came armed with 
ferules andT)irchen rods, being a race of schoolmasters, who first 
discovered the marvelous sympathy between the seat of honor 
and the seat of intellect — and that the shortest way to get know- 
ledge into the head was to hammer it into the bottom. — Then the 
Van Grolls, of Anthony*s Nose, who carriai their liquor in fair 
round little pottles, by reason they could not bouse it out of their 
canteens, having such rare long noses. — Then the Gardeniers, of 
Hudson and thereabouts, distinguished by many triumphant feats, 
such as robbing watermelon patches, smoking rabbits out of their 
holes, and the like, and by being great lovers of roasted pigs' 
tails ; these were the ancestors of the renowned congressman of 
that name. — Tlien the Van Hoe sens, o f Sing-Sing^ ¥!^ ^u\ ^^^^^ ^ 
ters and players upon t he jewsh arp ; these marched twft.aud two, 
singing the great song of St. Nicholas. — Then the Couenho- 
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venp. of Slee^iV Hollow ; these gave birth to a jolly race of 
lii-an-. who first discovered the magic artifice of conjaringa 
of win*-- into a pint bottle. — ^Then the Van XoitlandL>. who 
on the wild banks of the Croton, and were great killers oi 
dinks, being mmh >i)oken of for their skill in shooting wit 
l.»n'j )x>w. — Then the Van Bunschotens, of Xvack and K 
wliu w»,r«.' the first that did ever kick with the left foot: theT 
allant bu?h-wliackers and hunters ^f rft/viot]|^ )^y IBV^'tf^i 



tr 



Th*.'n the Van lYJakkj, .x?L TIaf rlem, pnrpnt auckfic&.flf. 
and noted for running of horses, and running up of scoi 
taverns ; tliev were the first tliat ever winked with both e^ 
ont«-. — La>tlv came the Knickerbockers, of the sreat toi 
Seacrhtikoke, wliere the folk lay stones upon the houses in ^ 
weather. le?t they should be blown away. These derive 
name, as some say, from Knicker, to shake, and I^l'er, a g 
iiidi<:ating thereby that they were sturdy toss-pots of yore; 
in truth, it was derived from Knicker, to nod, and BocJcen. b 
})lainly meaning that they were great nodders or dozers 
Ijooks — from tliem did descend the writer of this history. 

Sucli wiLS tlie legion of sturrly bush-beaters that poured 
the grand jrate of N%iv- Amsterdam ; the Stuyvesant manu: 
indeed ?i)eaks of many more, whose names I omit to mei 
.-ef'ing that it behoovf s me to hasten to matters of greater moE 
Nothing couM surpass the joy and martial pride of the lion-he; 
Peter a< he n* viewed this mighty host of warriors, and he d 
mined no longer to d<-i^r the gratification of his much-%vishe< 
revenge, upon tlie scoundrel Swedes at Fort Casimir. 

But belong I hapten to record those unmatchable events, w 
will be found in the sequel of this faithful history, let me p 
to notice the fate of Jacobus Van Poffenburgh, the discomi 
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commander-in-cliief of the armies of the Nei/^-Netherlands. Such 
is the inherent uncharitahlencss of human nature, that scarcely 
did the news become public of his deplorable discomfiture at Fort 
Casimir, than a thousand scurvy rumors were set afloat in New- 
Amsterdam, wherein it was insinuated, that he had in reality a 
treacherous understanding with the Swedish commander ; that he 
had long been in the practice of privately communicating with 
the Swedes; together with divers hints about "secret service 
money." — To all which deadly charges I do not give a jot more 
credit than I think they deserve. - ^ 

Certain it is, that the general vindicated his character by the 
most vehement oaths and protestations, and put every man out 
of the ranks of honor who dared to doubt his integrity. Moreo- 
ver, on returning to New- Amsterdam, he paraded up and down 
the streets with a crew of hard swearers at his heels — sturdy 
bottle companions, whom he gorged and fattened, and who were 
ready to bolster him through all the courts of justice — ^heroes of 
his own kidney, fierce-whiskered, broad-shouldered, colbrand-look- 
ing swaggerers — not one of whom h m. ]^nlrpfl sm thn^^g h he cou ld 
^t up ^ ox^ and pick his teeth with the horn s. These lifeguard 
men quarreled all his quarrels, were ready to fight all his battles, 
and scowled at every man that turned up his nose at the general, 
as though they would devour him alive. Their conversation was 
interspersed with oaths like minute-guns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontade was rounded off by a thundering execration, like a 
patriotic toast honored with a discharge of artillery. 

All these valorous vaporings had a considerable effect in con- 
vincing certain profound sages, who began to think the general 
a hero, of unmatchable loftiness and magnanimity of soul ; par- 
ticularly as he was continually protesting on the honor of a soldier 
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— a marrelously L^gfa-gonnding asseveration. Nav. one 
mvmbers of the council went so far as to propose tk-r; 
immortalize him by an imperishable statue of plaster of P 
But the vigilant Peter the Headstrong was not thn? v> 
«> ivt.ll. Sen-linz privately for the conunander-in-chitrt* •■! 
nrrai^--, and having heard all his story, garnished with the ou: 
ry I •••U'i oath^, protestations, and ejacolations — ^ Hark-^ 
r-ii'-." «-rir«l !.»'. - thoush bv vour own aecoont vou are thr 
' r:ivr-. III ri^ht. and honorable man in the whole province. 
you li'- uri'ler :i.»r inl-rbnune of being damnably traduced, a: 
:r.»u?ura>«ly ilespii»_-il. Now, though it is certainly hard lo j 
li Tii.iii k-r hi- mi>ibnunes, and though it is very possible y< 
: ■■•ullv :!M;vH>-nr «:»f the crimes laid to vour charsre ; vet as ht 
>:>i\>'Ar^'^s :*-»r ?«»me wise purpose, sees fit at present to wi: 
:;!l i'r»»tV vr* vour innocence, far be it from me to counten 
' < r-i^jn will. Bt.-side, I cannot consent to venture my a 
\^\:\x a orjimanJer whom they despise, nor to trust the w« 
• =:' r/iv j-i"»r>:e to a i-liampion whom they distrust. Retire ther 
t:;v frivi'i'I. from the irksome toils and cares of public lite. 
:'..:- .'iniu«r:i!ij n-tl^vtion — that if guilty, you are but enj« 
' : ::■ iii-r rewarl — and if innocent, vou are not the first 
:r\ I j-"w>: man who hiv-; most wrongfully been slandered and 
:r. atr- 1 in Thi> wick v I world — doubtless to be better treated 
r ■•::» r wr.rl 1. when- there shall be neither error, calumnv 
1 r-r*' oution. In th*- R:e:intime let me never see vour face a 
ffif I have a horribU- antipathy to the countenances of unforti 
LTH.-at men like vourself." 



^ ) 



CHAPTER VI. 

m WHICH THE AUTHOR DISCOURSES VERY INGENUOUSLY OB^ 
HIMSELF AFTER WHICH IS TO BE FOUND MUCH INTER- 
ESTING HISTORY ABOUT PETER THE HEADSTRONG AND 
HIS FOLLOWERS. 

As my readers and myself are about entering on as many perils 
as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights-errant willfully ran 
their heads into, it is meet that, like those hardy adventurers, we 
should join hands, bury all differences, and swear to stand by one 
another, in weal or woe, to the end of the enterprise. My read- 
ers must doubtless perceive how completely I have altered my 
tone and deportment since we first set out together. I warrant 
they then thought me a crabbed, cynical, impertinent little son 
of a Dutchman ; for I scarcely ever gave them a civil word, nor 
so much as touched my beaver, when I had occasion to address 
them. But as we jogged along together on the high road of my 
history, I gradually began to relax, to grow more courteous, and 
occasionally to enter into familiar discourse, until at length I 
came to conceive a most social, companionable kind of regard for 
them. Tliis is just my way — T am always a little cold and 
reserved at first, particularly to people whom I neither know nor 

care for, and am only to be completely won by long intimacy. 

15* 
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IV>:iv>, whv should I have been sociable to the ci 
• . w-..:"yv-'*».» u; .■.:;r:!u;uices that flocked around me at i 
.i; •• .".-v.. : M;»:iv wvre merelv attracted bv a new !a 
: ..•...: >'.*.r* I ::;•.■ :"i:ll in the title-page, walked off withou 
.> V. . ■ :vl ; w : .:*. •. !•: ! n r? 1 i ngeiXHl ya wn ingly t hrough the 
I, :.av'l:\: ^ra::;ii-d their sliort -lived curiosity, soon dro 

• y .. ;:t. r»u:, more especially to try their mettle 
r« ■ • M^-. :.' Li:i v\iKdit-nt, simihir to one which we are 
'.>. I l»v ::.;i: :.*v:\i<5 llower of ohivalrv, Kin^r Arthi 
In:' r». :. ;i I:- ■".:*.• I any knight to his intimacy, first requ 
1a' -::•.'■.:'. .1 -'..v'W hi:iiM.'li' superior to danger or hards 
♦. r:..v ;: • . - ::j u:.::<:;irl-<»t* mishaps, slaying some dozes 
\Li: ■ 1^1 ■-!.:. :_: %v:i;k-.-.l »iiohanter>. not to sa}*" a word of 
!.::•:•*.' J ■•!•*■-, a:. I ::• :y draiions. On a similar principle di 
r:':- .;!v I- a I ir.y i\:i«U r>, at the first s;dly, into two or thre 
•' .i:«:« :•-, wl.'.r" th* v wtre most wofuUv belabored and 
^^■ LI •!«.'<[ or" [lajiin iiiiilosophers and infidel writers. 
•m: ::i!lv ii \. rv .:r:ivo man. vet could I scarce refra 
^itiilitij outriiirit at >itvin'_r the utter confusion and disma 
Nuliaii! c:ivuli«r<. Snmt^ dropped down dead (asleep) 
r!i'!«l; ofIi»'r> tlin w «lowii my lH)ok in the middle of 
»."hii[>i."r, took to t'.M. 'i* li' vis, and never ceased scamperi 
tlsfv lia.l ♦airlv niii it c'\i of siiiht ; when they stop[»ed 
l.'ivath, u> tt.'ll ilivir tru'iids what troubles they had underg 
to uaiMi all otli* r< tVnin vtnturiiijx <>n so thankless an ex| 
Kni^tv iKiiiv iliiiuuMl iiiv ranks more and more ; and of t 
ii'.'iltitiblo that lir-t <«'t out. hut a comparatively few made 
-ui-\ivi', in oxoiuUngly l)atton.'d condition, through the fi\ 
Juciory chapters. 

AVhat, then! would vou havi? had me take such si 
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.ftint-hearted recreants to my bosom at our first acquaintance? 
No— no ; I reserved my friendship for those who deserved it, for 
those who undauntedly bore me company, in despite of difficulties, 
dangers and fatigues. And now, as to those who adhere to me at 
present, I take them affectionately by the hand. — Worthy and 
thrice-beloved readers ! brave and well-tried comrades ! who have 
faithfully followed my footsteps through all my wanderings — \/ 
salute you from my heart — I pledge myself to stand by you tqf 
the last ; and to conduct you (so Heaven speed this trusty 
weapon which I now hold between my fingers) triumphantly to^ 
the end of this our stupendous undertaking. ♦ 

But, hark! while we are thus talking, the city of New- 
Amsterdam is in a bustle. The host of warriors encamped in 
the Bowling Green are striking their tents ; the brazen trumpet 
of Antony Van Corlear makes the welkin to resound with por^ 
teutons clangor — ^the drums beat — ^the standards of the Manhat- 
toes, of Hell-gate, and of Michael Paw, wave proudly in the air. 
And now behold where the mariners are busily employed, hoisting 
the sails of yon topsail ^hooner, and those clump-built sloops, 
which are to waft the army of the Nederlanders to gather immor- 
tal honors on the Delaware ! 

The entire population of the city, man, woman, and child, 
turned out to behold the chivalry of New-Amsterdam, as it paraded 
the streets previous to embarkation. Many a handkerchief was 
waved out of the windows; many a fair nose was blown in 
melodious sorrow on the mournful occasion. The grief of the 
fair dames and beauteous damsels of Granada could not have 
been more vociferous on the banishment of the gallant tribe of 
Abencerrages, than was that of the kind-hearted fair ones of 
New-Amsterdam on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 



t 



u^ HlSTtiRV OF NTW-TOBS. 

*-x''}i:i:j;:':'i- J*.'.*! •:r»>Af-i -!xj»eT><:re ^i-rcitsi. ii; Jy-r*::^- -■= • 
*tfi.'*:i\i'': — ssTid tJj-r*: remain *-itant tc. Th'.> di- ^icjt j:-"- 

lo «orif'oiifi'i the who!': unirers^- 

IJijt it w}>.- a moving -ri^bi To p*^ iLe l«ii.ocn ^i-?f. i-;' 
liiiiijr ;iU;tj» the 'lou'^ity -Viitonv Van CoriesLr — ifr It 
iollv. vt,'\'\''.u'i't\, lu-tv \}'4%ii:\i*:\oT. fon-i of hi? ^c»kr, ar.'i "i"! 
*l«-|i*T;it«: Tn*n\t; :irnon<; tlie women. Fain "wocid :ire~ t^~ 
liiiri to r-oififort tli*-rn while the anny wa* awaj : f-.-r h-^i-^ 
1 \\'.\\t' -;ii'l of hirii, it i-? no more than justice to ad«L iLi: 'r 
it kitnl-h«;iii'«l ^oiil, notr-fl for hi* benevolent ariention? ir 
fortiii'' «li''«'ori-oIate wives diirin^r the ab?<:nce of their Lu5W 
iiii'l this iiijwh; him to lie ver>' much re^irded bv the 1 
1)111 yh« IS of th«' city. IJiit nothing could keep the valiant A 
rmiii following.' th«* hw-l^ of the oM jrovemor, whom lie love*i 
ili«l lili \vv\ .^oii! — ^o enihnurinj: all the young \Tonw«, and ■: 
i-Miv niic of thcin that had ;;ofxl te^h and rosy lips a i 
Im iuly -innrk", h«- <I«|>jirtc"(l loiuled with their kind wishes. 

Nni wjM thr «l«'|Kirtiin^ of the gallant Peter among the 
rMiiM-1 fif juihlir «li in'-s. Though the old governor was b 
iiujiii-n iinhil'jrnt to th«- follies and waywardness of his subj 
\rt -oiiH-how oi- otlnT hv had become Strangely popular ar 
tin* |n'Oj)N*. Tlw-n- i•^ .-xomcthinj^ so captivating in per; 
hr.iM-ry, thiit, >\iih lh«' <-(»ininoii mass of mankind, it takes 
V-.iA of ino-^t oth«M- iiH'rit-. The .simple folk of New-Amster 
I'M.krd upon IN'K-r Stiiy\r-;mf as a prodigy of valor. His wo< 
I'-.', that trophy of his niariial encounters, was regarded 
i«\i'n'iu*(», and a<lrniration, Pivery old burgher had a budge 
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i^dirBcnlons stories to tell about the exploits of Hardkoppig Pietj 
liierewitli he regaled his children of a long winter night ; and on 
^fldch he dwelt with as much delight and exaggeration, as do our 
-iMmest country yeomen on the hardy adventures of old Greneral 
Pntnam (or, as he is familiarly termed, Old Put) during our 
^orious revolution. Not an individual but verily believed the 
^oW governor was a match foi Beelzebub himself; and there was f 
, eren a story told, with great mystery, and under the rose, of his j 
liaving shot the devil with a silver bullet one dark stormy night, \ 
as he was sailing in a canoe through Hell-gate — but this I do not = 
record as being an absolute fact. Perish the man who would let 
fall a drop to discolor the pure stream of history ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New- Amsterdam but con- 
sidered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of strength, and rested 
satisfied that the public welfare was secure, so long as he was 
in the city. It is not surprising, then, that they looked upon his 
departure as a sore affliction. With heavy hearts they draggled 
at the heels of his troop, as they marched down to the river side 
to embark. The governor from the stern of his schooner gave a 
short but truly patriarchal address to his citizens, wherein he 
recommended them to comport like loyal and peaceable subjects — 
to go to church regularly on Sundays, and to mind their business 
all the week besides. That the women should be dutiful and affec- 
tionate to their husbands — looking after nobody's concerns but 
their own ; eschewing all gossipings, and morning gaddings — and 
carrying short tongues and long petticoats. That the men should 
abstain from intermeddling in public concerns, intrusting the 
cares of government to the officers appointed to support them — 
staying at home, like good citizens, making money for themselves, 
and getting children for the benefit of their country. That tlie 
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burpomastcrs should look well to the public interest — 

pressinjr the i»oor nor indulging the rich — not tasking the: 

nuity to d«,*vise n«,'W law?, but faithfully enforcing those whi« 

aln'a«ly niadt' — rather bending their attention to prevent e 

to puni?h it ; ever recollecting that civil magbtrates shoi 

sider tht'msclves more as guardians of public morals th 

catcrlwrs em[)loyed to entrap public delinquents. Fim 

ex)iort<:d them, one and all, high and low, rich and ] 

conduct themselves a$ tcell as they could, assuring them 

they faithfully and conscientiously complied with this gold 

there wa.s no dan^rer but that they would all conduct the 

well enough. This done, he gave them a paternal bem 

the sturdv Antonv sounded a most loving farewell with I 

pet, the jolly crows put up a shout of triumph, and the ii 

armada swept olf proudly down the bay. 

The good people of New- Amsterdam crowded dow 
r»att« ry — that blest resort, from whence so many a tende 
hfi-i h<M-n waftrd. so manv a fair hand waved, so manv ; 
look b«-*n oast bv love-sick damsel, after the lessenins: ba 
in;r Inr adventurous swain to distant climes ! — Here the j 
watclnd with straining eyes the gallant squadron, as i 
floated <Iown the bav, and when the intervening land 
Narrows .>lnit it from their sight, gradually dispersed wi 
tonfruos and duwnca.-t countenances. 

A heavy glrn^m huufr over the late bustling city — th> 
burghers snioke<l tln'ir pipes in profound thoughtfulness, 
manv a wistful look to tlie weather-cock on the churcl 
Nieholas ; and all the old women, having no longer the f 
f>f Peter Stuyve^ant to hearten them, gathered their childre 
and barricaded the doors and windows every evening at si 



fflSTORY OP NEW-YORK. 361 



_^'In the meanwhile the armada of the sturdy Peter proceeded 
Jtaperously on its voyage, and after encountering about as many 
iNpBis, and water-spouts, and whales, and other horrors and 
Uppomena, as generally befall adventurous landsmen in perilous 
IDjages of the kind; and after undergoing a severe scouring 
tan that deplorable and unpitied malady called sea-sickness, the 
thole squadron arrived safely in the Delaware. 
". Without so much as dropping anchor and giving his wearied 
hips time to breathe, after laboring so long on the ocean, the 
Eitrepid Peter pursued his course up the Delaware, and made a 
adden appearance before Fort Casimir. Having summoned the 
fltonished garrison by a terrific blast from the trumpet of the 
OfDg-winded Van Corlear, he demanded, in a tone of thunder, an 
astant surrender of the fort. To this demand, Suen Skytte, the 
rind-dried commandant, replied in a shrill whiffling voice, which, 
}j reason of his extreme spareness, sounded like the wind whis- 
ling through a broken bellows — "that he had no very strong 
'eason for refusing, except that the demand was particularly 
tisagreeable, as he had been ordered to maintain his post to the 
ast extremity." He requested time, therefore, to consult with 
Gk)vemor Risingh, and proposed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Peter, indignant at having his rightful fort so 
treacherously taken from him, and thus pertinaciously withheld, 
reftjsed the proposed armistice, and swore by the pipe of St. 
Nicholas, which, like the sacred fire, was never extinguished, 
that unless the fort were surrendered in ten minutes, he would 
incontinently storm the works, make all the garrison run the 
gauntlet, and split their scoundrel of a conmiander like a pickled 
shad. To give this menace the greater effect, he drew forth bis 
trosty sword, and shook it at them with such a fierce and vigor- 
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fiiM m^'fion. \\\:\r iloiilitles.-. it" it hail nor b»»»»r. i:-x-v:r- 
winiiil l.:i". •■ !:'_'li:»-iii*il terror inro the eves :inil ":i«-.uT- 
iji\. Hi- tiii-n iinli-n-il hi- im^i to briiTj: :i Iri-aiisi'I-.- 
thi- tnrT, iiiii*i-riiiL' nr' xwn .-'wiv^rL-i, tliree inu.-k-:s. 
lii\\ ilii'_'-|-"iti-f, ail'! TWii hrari* i»t* Inir-e-pi.-ti/is. 

Ill (!:•■ iii'-aiitiiiv tin* stiir.ly Van CorI«rar m;ir-i 
loji .■-. iiM«i I'liiniiH'iii.'ircl hiri wjirlike operation:-. D 
I lii-. k- iiiv :j \»tv- llnLvjis. hf kf-pc up a nii)>t L'.'rr 
ri! I.i- tinin|i»-i — tlif lii-ry ohorL-ters of Sinn-Sinj 
ill! II a i.ii|i-iiii- :'ir.i'j of Ijattl*? — the warriors of lir- 
Jhi- \N allaiMMii hlt-w :i jvorfiit aii'l :i.stoiint.liiiir V»l:LSt o 
-hi li-s, :il»iMji-t!.iT Niniiinir as iiiitruL^eous a oon«>,Tto :' 
I lit. II ~a ml i'n-ni-li !iii«llf'r.-* ivere «li?i)hivinir their -^kil 
ii\ I I'turi . 

\\ lirtl.i-r t!ir fnriniilahlf front of war tini? sutMe 
■ iiiot iIm- L'-irri-iM with .-on* «lismav — or wherh»*r r 
ti 111- III' ilii- -ii!iiin«»n>. wliirh mentioned that he *liO 
•■ ■' .!> ■'•■ lii'M." ui-ri" mi-taki'ii hv Suen Skviie. v 
Six.. I. w.i- a ^' !'\ «'«'a'«ijlfi'a:'". ♦:as\'-tempere«l iiuiii- 
iin lit r<i lii- •ii-iTf li'Hi. I will not take upon ine to s: 
1-. Ii.- tiuii.l ii iMijiii'«««ilil«* !<► roist ?o courti'uus a ».! 
,■-•:. It*: 'x . i-i tl'i- \ . rv nji'k ot' tiuM'. just as tin- i* 
.■"111 i',- : .\ I'i'.tl tit" llri". to disrharsre the swiv**, 
XI \-. ■■ r I' .1-1 [111 raiuiiart l»v ih»^ onlv ilnim in xh** l':"i 
r.» ■.•M;il', -.',ii-r"a--tiMH nf l-ntli partirs ; Avho. notwiths 
.■■■■r. -SMua.'li t".M- (:J}l^iliL^ lia^l lull a sjrood an infl 

X .' :■■■' .li\in-r a- :i» t \i*h:iM^i- Mark eves and hlrKulv 
I ?'::-^ *li.l tiii- impri-jnalili* fnrtress onee more 

: ; :.ia i»t" tli-M" lli.:lj Mi'iliiine.-se< : Skvite auil 

■.ii.--.\ :arM xM-re aUowed to march out with t 
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!^ and the victorious Peter, who was as generous as brave, 
knitted them to keep possession of all their arms and ammuni- 
i fcy t he same on inspection being found totally unfit for service, 
•"^ang long rusted in the magazine of the fortress, even before 
^ras wrested by the Swedes from the windy Van Pofienburgh. 
^"% I must not omit to mention, that the governor was so well 
Meued with the service of his faithful squire Van Corlear, in 
^ reduction of this great fortress, that he made him on the spot 



*MiSi-<r> 



of a goodly domain in the vic inity of New-Amstgrdam — 
t^ch goes by the name of Corlear*s Hook unto this very day. 

The unexampled liberality of Peter Stuyvesant towards the 
^edes, occasioned great surprise in the city of New- Amsterdam 
^nay, certain factious individuals, who had been enlightened 
y political meetings in the days of William the Testy, but who 
Eul not dared to indulge their meddlesome habits under the eye 
' their present ruler, now, emboldened by his absence, gave 
3nt to their censures in the street. Murmurs were heard in 
le very council-chamber of New- Amsterdam ; and there is no 
lowing whether they might not have broken out into downright 
►eeches and invectives, had not Peter Stuyvesant privately sent 
>ine his walking-staff, to be laid as a mace on the table of the 
>uncil-chamber, in the midst of his counsellors ; who, like wise 
en, took the hint, and for ever after held their peace. 




V 



CHAPTER Vn. 

SH<nVI\*; THE GREAT ADVANTAGE THAT THE AUTHOI 

OVKIt HIS READER IN TIME OF BATTLE TOGETHER 

DIVERS PORTENTOUS MOVEMENTS; TVHICH BETOKEN 
?(.)METII1NG TERRIBLE IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN. 

LiKi: It* a mighty alderman, when at a corporation feast th 
<j>oontul of tiirtle-soup salutes his palate, feels his appeti 
trnt'olil quickened, and redoubles his vigorous attacks up< 
tureen ; wliile his projecting eyes roll greedily round, dev< 
overy tiling at table — so did the mettlesome Peter Stuyvesa 
that hunger for martial glory, which raged within his b 
iiifhunod by the capture of Fort Casimir, and nothin or could 
it l>ut the conquest of all XcAV-Sweden. No sooner, ther 
had he ><»cured his conquest, than he stumped resolutel 
thished with success, to gather fresh laurels at Fort Christii 

This was tlie grand Swedish post, established on a small 
(or, as it is improperly termed, creek) of the same name: 
here that crafty governor Jan Risingh lay grimly drawn up 
a gray-bearded spider in the citadel of his web. 

But before we hurry into the direful scenes which mustai 

» At j)resent a flourishing town, called Christiana, or Christeen, aboot t 
MTven miles from Philadelphia, on the post-road to Baltimore. 
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^ meeting of two such potent chieftains, it is advisable to pause 
^ a moment, and hold a kind of warlike council. Battles should 
lot be rushed into precipitately by the historian and his readers, 
tfij more than by the general and his soldiers. The great com- 
nanders of antiquity never engaged the enemy without previously 
[preparing the minds of their followers by animating harangues ; 
q[Hriting them up to heroic deeds, assuring them of the protection 
rf the gods, and inspiring them with a confidence in the prowess 
if their lexers. So the historian should awaken the attention 
md enlist the passions of his readers ; and having set them all on 
ire with the importance of his subject, he should put himself at 
heir head, flourish his pen, and lead them on to the thickest of 
he fight. 

An illustrious example of this rule may be seen in that mirror 
>f historians the immortal Thucydides. Having arrived at the 
creaking out of the Peloponnesian war, one of his commentators 
observes that " he sounds the charge in all the disposition and 
spirit of Homer. He catalogues the allies on both sides. He 
kwakens our expectations, and fast engages our attention. All 
nankind are concerned in the important point now going to be 
lecided. Endeavors are made to disclose futurity. Heaven 
tself is interested in the dispute. The earth totters, and nature 
jeems to labor with the great event. This is his solemn, sublime 
nanner of setting out. Thus he magnifies a war between two, 
is Rapin styles them, petty states ; and thus artfully he supports 
i little subject by treating it in a great and noble method." 

In like manner, having conducted my readers into the very 
«eth of peril — having followed the adventurous Peter and his 
>and into foreign regions — surrounded by foes, and stunned by 
;he horrid din of arms — ^at this important moment, while dark- 
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ncss and doubt hang o'er each comiDg chapter, I hold it n 
huningue them, and prepare them for the events di&t 
follow. 

And licre I would premise one great advantage whicL 
toriiin, I possess over my reader; and this it is, that the 
cannot save the lil'e of my favorite hero, nor absolutelv con 
thf «-\«nt of ii battle (l>oth which liberties, though often lal 
tiic Fn-iH-lj writers of the present reign, I hold to be uttei 

k 

, wortliy <if a scrupulous historian), yet I can now aiK^then 
• hiin lMst<iw on his enemy a sturdy back stroke sufficient to 
I pfiant ; though, in honest truth, he may never have done an} 
of tin* kin*l — or I can drive his antagonist clear round and 
fin' lirl<l. as did Homer make that fine fellow Ilectorscamj 
a |»oltn»)n round the Avails of Troy ; for which, if ever the 
eiu'oiniit-n'd one another in the Elysian fields, I'll warr. 
prinoi" of p(M'ts has had to make the most humble apology 
I am aware that many conscientious readers will be r 
rrv out ** foul idav !" whenever I render a little assistance 
li«n> — hut I consider it one of those privileges exercised 
i».ri:jn> ol'all aixts — and one which has never been dispute 
lil-»t(iriaM i>. in lad, as it were, bound in honor to stanii 
lun* tin- l-iuic of the latter is intrusted to his hands, a 
hi> ihn\ to d*) the bt'Si bv it he can. Never was there a 
an admiral, or any other commander, who, in giving an 
of an\ battle he had fou<rht, did not sorely belabor the 
and 1 ha\e no <l<iubt that, had mv heroes written the hi 
tluMr own at'liieveinenis, thev Avould have dealt much 
l^lows than any that I shall recount. Standing forth, tl 
.!•- the iTuardian of their fame, it behooves me to do tl 
•:nnc justioo ihev would have done thenoiselves ; and if I 
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a little hard upon the Swedes, I give free leave to any of 
descendants, who may write a history of the State of Dela- 
^>e, to take fair retaliation, and belabor Peter Stuyvesant as 
^Ni as they please. 

Therefore stand by for broken heads and bloody noses ! — My 
*^ hath long itched for a battle — siege after siege have I carried 

without blows or bloodshed ; but now I have at length got a 
taice, and I vow to Heaven and St. Nicholas, that, let the chroni- 
^ of the times say what they please, neither Sallust, Livy, 
audtus, Polybius, nor any other historian, did ever record a 
srcer fight than that in which my valiant chieftains are now 
K)ut to engage. 

And you, oh most excellent readers-, whom, for your faithful 
Iherence, I could cherish in the warmest corner of my heart — 
t not uneasy — trust the fate of our favorite Stuyvesant with me 
-for by the rood, come what may, I'll stick by Hardkoppig 
let to the last. FU make him drive about these losels vile, as 
i the renowned Launcelot of the Lake a herd of recreant Cor- 
sh knights — and if he does fall, let me never draw my pen to 
jht another battle in behalf of a brave man, if I don't make 
ese lubberly Swedes pay for it. 

No sooner had Peter Stuyvesant arrived before Fort Christina 
an he proceeded without delay to intrench himself, and immedi- 
ely on running his first parallel, dispatched Antony Van Corlear 
summon the fortress to surrender. Van Corlear was received 
ith all due formality, hoodwinked at the portal, and conducted 
rough a pestiferous smell of salt fish and onions to the citadel, 
substantial hut built of pine logs. His eyes were here uncov- 
ed, and he found himself in the august nresence of Governor 
isingh. This chieftain, as I have before noted, was a very 
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giantlj man ; and was clad in a coarse blue coat, strapped i 
the waist with a leathern belt, which caused the enormous 
and pockets to set off with a very warlike sweep. His pond 
legs were cased in a pair of foxy-colored jack-boots, and I 
straddling in the attitude of the Colossus of Rhodes, befon 
of broken looking-glass, shaving himself with a villanous 
razor. This afflicting operation caused him to make a se 
horrible grimaces, which heightened exceedingly the grisly 
of his visage. On Antony Van Corlear's being announ« 
grim commander paused for a moment, in the midst of on 
most hard-favored contortions, and afker eyeing him askar 
the slioulder, with a kind of snarling grin on his coun 
resumed his labors at the glass. 

This iron harvest being reaped, he turned once moi 
trumpeter, and demanded the purport of his errand. 
Van Corlear delivered in a few words, being a kind c 
hand speaker, a long message from his excellency, recour 
wliole history of the province, ^\^th a recapitulation o 
ances, and enumeration of claims, and concluding with 
emptory demand of instant surrender ; which done, he 
aside, took his nose betAveen his thumb and finger, an( 
tremendous blast, not unlike the flourish of a trumpet of 
— Avliich it had doubtless learned from a long and intimat 
borhood with that melodious instrument. 

Governor Risingh heard him through, trumpet and 
with infinite impatience ; leaning at times, as was his us 
tom, on the pommel of his sword, and at times twirlini 
steel watch-chain, or snapping his fingers. Van Corleai 
finished, he bluntly replied, that Peter Stuyvesant and 1 
mons might go to the d 1, Avhither he hoped to send 1 
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<2rew of ragamuffins before supper-time. Then unsheathing 
Tjrass-hilted sword, and throwing away the scabbard — " 'Fore 
S»** quod he, " but I will not sheathe thee again until I make 
tt^cabbard of the smoke-dried leathern hide of this runagate 
Ol^hman." Then having flung a fierce defiance in the teeth of 
^ adversary, by the lips of his messenger, the latter was recon- 
icted to the portal, with all the ceremonious civility due to the 
''Umpeter, squire, and ambassador of so great a commander; 
Jid being again unbHnded, was courteously dismissed with a 
Weak of the nose, to assist him in recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insolent reply 
hsai he let fly a tremendous volley of red-hot execrations, which 
rould infallibly have battered down the fortifications, and blown I 
tp the powder magazine about the ears of the fiery Swede, had I 
lot the ramparts been remarkably strong, and the magazine/ 
»6mb-proof. Perceiving that the works withstood this terrific' 
•last, and that it was utterly impossible (as it really was in those 
uphilosophic days) to carry on a war with words, he ordered 
is merry men all to prepare for an immediate assault. But 
ere a strange murmur broke out among his troops, beginning 
nth the tribe of the Van Bummels, those valiant trenchermen 
f the Bronx, and spreading from man to man, accompanied with 
ertain mutinous looks and discontented munnurs. For once in 
lis life, and only for once, did the great Peter turn paJe, for he 
erily thought his warriors were going to falter in this hour J 
f perilous trial, and thus to tarnish for ever the fame of the -^ 
►rovince of New-Netherlands. 1 ,, 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy, that in this suspi- ^ 
ion he deeply wronged this most undaunted army ; for the cause 
►f this agitation and uneasiness simply was, that the hour of - 
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\duiDeT V u^ ui haiid. aud it wciuld kBTt* ahnosi lirukciD 
l^f ili'iiMr r'fjrulaj' DuttjL "warridTF to iiave br(ik«ii ii 
iu\ ariii.l»it jTiudue trf tiieir babitK. Besides, ii va? hL 
I-jW uuiyii? c»ur aiicesiorf alwaTF to £^in ujion a hi 
i.'td to t'Lifc mar V- dtmbdeaf actzibnt^jd the arcnmsiaDC 
0.{.m<r to l»«r «yj r^riit'wiied in arms. 

,4jjd ijow art tbe bearrv men of the M&nhauoes. su 
J*-- r hear: V f^inradef- all lustflT engaged nnder the ir** 
r!',oiJv whij iL*^ contents of tLeir waBets, and talking 
\\*j:x<x\i-, «r;xibra/Ai of tbeir canteeoE aod pottles, as tl 
v<-rjJ V }jft]\fi\t^il thf-T were to be the last. And as I 
,''h;jiJ ixavi; hot work in a page or two. I adrise mv res 
u.<: t-aijii:. i'fjr whicli purpoHi I will bring this chapter 
'/i\'iti'/ ih'rju Mjy word of honor, that no advantage shi 
of UiU hrmhw:ft Uj §uq>rise, or in any wise molest 
N<:'i<rrliindere, while at their vigofoos repast. 



CHAPTER Yin. 

i^ONTAINING THE MOST HORRIBLE BATTLE EVER RECORDED 
IN POETRY OR PROSE ; WITH THE ADMIRABLE EXPLOITS 
OP PETER THE HEADSTRONG. 

*< Now had the Dutchmen snatched a huge repast," and finding 
fbhemselves wonderfully encouraged and animated thereby, pre- 
jiared to take the field. Expectation, says the writer of the 
Stuyvesant manuscript — Expectation now stood on stilts. The 
"world forgot to turn round, or rather stood still, that it might 
witness the affray ; like a round-bellied alderman, watching the 
combat of two chivalrous flies upon his jerkin. The eyes of all 
mankind, as usual in such cases, were turned upon Fort Christina. 
The sun, like a little man in a crowd at a puppet-show, scampered 
about the heavens, popping his head here and there, and endeav- 
oring to get a peep between the unmannerly clouds that obtruded 
themselves in his way. The historians filled their inkhonis — ^the 
poets went without their dinners, either that they might buy 
paper and goose-quills, or because they could not get any thing 
to eat — Antiquity scowled sulkily out of its grave, to see itself 
outdone — while even Posterity stood mute, gazing in gaping 
ecstasy of retrospection on the eventful field. 

The immortal deities, who whilom had seen service at the 

16 
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f";iir:iir" "t' Timv — n-i'-v mour.teJ tbtrir tea:Lor-l*d cIou-Ln 
' i-:iil»tl i.vir i1m- j'hiiii. nr mingled amonjr ihe comba:ai;'L5 in ili 
' I m 'li-„'ui-»--, iill i:i-liiii;f to liavf- a finger in ihe pie. Jupiter 
^ . : ! ■ 1 . i - 1 1 : 1 1 : 1 1 1t ^^oh in a ik it e J copper.- mil h. to liave it t urli 
11} I :"nr i]i»' «liril\il ffr-oa-ioii. Venus vowed bv her elii^d: 
j.:::i"iii/»' ill*' S\vt-«1» .=. and in semblance of a bkar-rVMi 
}■: ::i'l«d til'' battlements ot* Fort Christina, accomprjiiei 
l>!.»!iii. a- a ^'-iLo-antV widuw. of cracked reputation. Tht i 
bully. Mill-, -lui-k two liorse-pistols into his belt, shouUer 
iiiMv iii«]...k. and gallantly swaggered at their elbow. 
dniiik<ii <oriM)ral — whW- Apollo trudged in their rear, 
ban«ly-l«-;r;:^Ml til'«r, playing most villanously out of tune. 

On ihr- (Ahi-r Mr, the ox-eyed Juno, who had gained a 
n\' black ivr- ov« r night, in one of her cuitain lectures will 
.Iuj)it<r, di-j)lay«*d h<r haughty beauties on a baoroi^-wai: 
^limrva, as a brawny gin-suttler. tucked up her skirts, brand 
h' r ti>t-. anil -wore most heroically, in exceeding bad T 
diaviiiL' but lately studied the language,) bv way of keepir 
thf spirits of the .-oldiers ; while Vulcan halted as a club-t 
black-mitli, laicly promoted to be a captain of militia. Al 
ll«!it awe. ur Ijustling preparation: war reared his horri^l 
LTiia-hi'd Iniid lii< imn fangs, and shook his direfiil crest of 
tliuLT ])av<)n<'ls. 

And now the mi^rhtv chieftains marshaled out their ! 
Ucrc stood stout Ivisingh, firm as a thousand rocks — incr 
with stoikadcs. and intrenched to the chin in mud batteries. 
valiant soldiery lined the breast-work in grim array, each lu 
his nuislaehi(»s liereely greased, and his hair }>omatumed 
and (picned so stiilly, that he grinned above the rampartj> li 
trri.-lv d«'ath's-hea<l. 
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There came on the intrepid Peter — ^his brows knit, his teeth 
it, his fists clenched, almost breathing forth volumes of smoke, 
80 fierce was the fire that raged within his bosom. His faithful 
squire Van Corlear trudged valiantly at his heels, with his trum- 
pet gorgeously bedecked with red and yellow ribands, the remem- 
brances of his fair mistresses at the Man hat toes. Then came 
waddling on the sturdy chivalry of the Hudson. There were the 
Van Wycks, and the Van Dycks, and the Ten Eycks — the Van 
Nesses, the Van Tassels, the Van Grolls ; the Van Hoesens, the 
Van Giesons, and the Van Blarcoms — the Van Warts, the Van 
Winkles, the Van Dams ; the Van Pelts, the Van Rippers, and 
the Van Brunts. There were the Van Homes, the Van Hooks, 
the Van Bunschotens ; the Van Gelders, the Van Arsdales, and 
the Van Bummels ; the Vander Belts, the Vander Hoofs, the 
Vander Voorts, the Vander Lyns, the Vander Pools, and the 
Vander Spiegles — there came the Hoffman s, the Hooghlands, the 
Hoppers, the Cloppers, the Ryckmans, the Dyckmans, the Hoge- 
booms, the Rosebooms, the Oothouts, the Quackenbosses, the 
Roerbacks, the Garrebrantzes, the Bensons, the Brouwers, the 
Waldrons, the Onderdonks, the Varra Vangers, the Schermer* 
horns, the Stoutenburghs, the Brinkerhoffs, the Bontecous, the 
Knickerbockers, the Hockstrassers, the Ten Breecheses fuxd the 
Tough Breecheses, with a host more of worthies, wluieeynaxnes 
are too crabbed to be written, or if they could be written, it would 
be impossible for man to utter — all fortified with a mighty cliunef," 
and to use the words of a great Dutch poet, 

" Brimful of wrath and cabbage.'* •*tF 

For an instant the mighty Peter paused in the midst of his 
career, and mounting on a stump, addressed his troops in eloquent 
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L- -.v I) .:!■.. -x'.. r:::. J '.'i.^zs. :-:■ njh: like '^V^'r-'^'. ar. : i-^- 

•J. ^v. ;■• :•:.:. ..:' ::.j ;Lvir r.fi:;jv- ::->.?ri:.-r'i ::: ::.■; >:..'- 

:■ . ;.. ;::. 1 ),;ti:i--i .^.^v!;. :Ti .•o:::i';uiv with rill ::.v •:'.•-:: 

:■- •■- ::.:... •■:» ■!.•: ^^-.oi o:' a 2'>vrrn.'r {■..t.'I :;.-v V::^- 

■-.. •■' ■. .■■: :: :<r C\ rr-vn-.'-n: -. ::,;i: i: ri-E- 'i-a'.;:::.: .it.j r.. : 

- . : *..- :.i ^..^:■:::.„' lui'.*-, or 'liavinj •■r:"iv»rrs. ].*: wo:;! i -^tt 

!.! :■■ '..'. ':.- !:". «■;•- ].::n nm o-j: o: i: like a ■?n:tke in »:.r::".j::i 

r .•:■;.!-:.•-;!.;. '^r-l-r'-i Van Cnrl'-fir to iound a oliar:!*.-, ar/i r 
:■ _' ■).•• v.i.r-]- •• **:. N! -li'.-Li- un-i tliv ^ManLaitoes !" i:i..:ir:":.'r 
•" i '].»■>[ tl*rv. ;;;■■]-. Hi= v.nnik*.- jV»li'>'»v»-r"«. wlio iiaJ em ;''.■■'•.- 
;;.*-rval hk \'.j'..'::.j ::.■ ir I'ij-^. in-t;tiitlv stuek them i:.:o 
: . ■•;•:.-, ^^ave a :\ri--:> piJiJ'. an«.l ch:a*_'e»l iraliaiitlv. Tiii-ivr ■ 
' :' *:>• -:ii''k'-. 

'f'h»- Sv.'ili-h ::;i!v;-»!!. ur-Wri-'l hv the cunninsr RL-injii r 
fi,'<- iiij-il ti.-v i'->, :'.'■. ■::-:ii;;i^ii-h the wliite= of their i)>-ii: 
rvi-. -:<.^.'l in h'-rr: : -il-.-ij'-e on ilie oovert-wav. until ih».- • 
'l)\iU'\.\ii'\ ha ] .'.-•:. :■ 1 ::>• irhvi.-. Then did they ptjur int-. 
f'l'li a tPifiei.'I ■ - •. ..•;•'. ti.at ih».' v«-ry Kills: quakeil ar«»un'l 
V. f-n; t'.rriti»'l '■:*:. :: '■■ .:. i:i';«..!itini.-n*^e of water, insoiniioh 
^•' rtaiii ~priij;r- h :>" : . :'.. :.-.:n ih'.ir .-ide.?, which continue i* 
iinro th«' jire-'^i.'^ 'hr/. N- • a Dmchinan hut would have 1. 
, il.'- (hj-t hMi^ath :!..;: ■':••■ i-':': I Jir-. liad not the proteciiin' Mii 
• l.iij'llv f;ik'-!i f"irv ■.].•■:: :■.- Sv.-..-.l.- -hould. one and alh •,•;..: 
th'Ir ii-iial r-ii-torn <"<:' -::-i:!iiiu' tlp-ir eyes and turning away 
ii'-ad-, jit the rnoiri'-nt of «li.-char'"-. 
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The Swedes followed up their fire by leaping the counter- 
scarp, and falling tooth and nail upon the foe with furious outcries. 
And now might be seen prodigies of valor, unmatched in history 
or song. Here was the sturdy Stoffel Brinkerhoff brandishing 
his quarter-staff, like the giant Blanderon his oak tree (for .he 
scorned to carry any other weapon), and drumming a horrific 
tune upon the hard heads of the Swedish soldiery. There were the 
Van Kortlandts, posted at a distance, like the Locrian archers of 
yore, and plying it most potently with the long-bow, for which 
they were so justly renowned. On a rising knoll were gathered 
the valiant men of Sing- Sing, assisting marvelously in the fight, 
by chanting the great song of St. Nicholas ; but as to the Grarde- 
niers of Hudson, they Avere absent on a marauding party, laying 
waste the neighboring watermelon patches. 

In a different part of the field were the Van Grolls of 
Anthony's Nose, struggling to get to the thickest of the fight, but 
horribly perplexed in a defile between two hills, by reason of the 
length of their noses. So also the Van Bunschotens of Nyack 
and Kakiat, so renowned for kicking with the left foot, were 
brought to a stand for want of wind, in consequence of the hearty 
dinner they had eaten, and would have been put to utter rout but 
for the arrival of a gallant corps of voltigeurs, composed of the 
Hoppers, who advanced nimbly to their assistance on one foot. 
Nor must I omit to mention the valiant achievements of Antony 
Van Corlear, who, for a good quarter of an hour, waged stubborn 
fight with a little pursy Swedish drummer; whose hide he 
drummed most magnificently, and whom he would infalliby have 
annihilated on the spot, but that he had come into the battle with 
no other weapon but his trumpet. 

But now the combat thickened. — On came the mighty Jacobus 
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Varni Vanjror ami tlio fijrhtini men of tlie "VYallabout : after ti 
tlmii'l'n«l tin.' Van INlts of PLsopus, tog«_'lher with the Van I 
|M-rs ami th«" Van Krnnt.sboanng «lu\vii :ill before them — tli':L 
Suy I)anis, and the Van Dams, pressing forward with mar. 
lilii-ttniiLr nath. at Xhv head of the warriors of IIell-;:aie. cL= 
th.ir ihinidrr and li;rlitni!ig gaberdine:* ; and la-stly. the rtaml 
iMiir.r- and Ixxly-gnards of Peter Stuyvesant, bearing the ^ 
lna\ir<»f iliii Manliattoes. 

Ami n<»\\' conn at 'need the horrid din, the desperate i^\nvi 
thr maddening frrority. tlie frantic desi)eration, the conlu^iio:! 
sell-abandonment of war. Dutchman and Swede eommiiii: 
tuggeil, j)ant«"d, and blowed. The heavens were darkent-d ^ 
a tt'nijH-«;t of missive-. Dang I went the guns — whack! ^ 
the broad-swords — thump! went tlie cudgels — crash! went 
1 1 1 u.-kct -stocks — 1 )lo\vs — kicks — cuffs — scnitclies — black eve? 

m 

b!oo«lv noses swellinir tlie lioiTors of the scene I Tliick thw: 
eut and hack, helter-skelter, higgledy-j)iggledy, hurly-burly, l 
over heels, roucrh and tumble! — Dunder and blixum ! swoiv 
Dnlelinieii — splitter and splutter! cried the Swedes — Storm 
Avorks ! slir)Uted Hardkoj)pig Peter — Fire the mine I roaixd h 
lii.^ijigh — 'J'anta-ra-ra-ra ! twanged the trumpet of Antony "^ 
Corl<Nir — until all \oice and sound became unintelligible — gn 
f>f ])ain, yells of fury, and shouts of triumph mingling hi ■ 
lii«1eons ('l.-nnor. Tlie cjuth shook as i f s.t ruck with a paralytic sir 
- trees shnnik aidia-f. and \vithen*d at the siirht — rocks burrov 
in tlie Ln'onnrl like niMji? — and <.'veii Christina creek tinned fr 
its course, and ran nj) a liill in breathless terror! 

I.ontr liunir the conle-t <loubtfnl, for though a heavy shov 
of rain, seut by the '' cloud-coinjKdling Jov<.'," in tiome mcasi 
cooled their ardor, as doth a bucket of water tlirown on a gro 
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if fighting mastiffs, yet did they but pause for a moment, to re- 
am with tenfold fury to the charge. Just at this juncture a vast 
ind dense column of smoke was seen slowly rolling toward 
lie scene of battle. The combatants paused for a moment, 
S^azing in mute astonishment until the wind, dispelling the murky 
aloud y revealed the flaunting banner of Michael Paw the Patroon 
of Communipaw. That valiant chieftain came fearlessly on at 
the head of a phalanx of oyster-fed Pavonians hnd a corps de 
reserve of the Van Arsdales and Van Bummels, who had re- 
mained behind to digest the enormous dinner they had eaten. 
These now trudged manfully forward, smoking their pipes with 
outrageous vigor, so as to raise the awful cloud that has been 
mentioned ; but marching exceedingly slow, being short of leg, 
and of great rotundity in the belt. 

And now the deities who watched over the fortunes of the 

Nederlanders having unthinkingly left the field and stepped into 

a neighboring tavern to refresh themselves with a pot of beer, 

a direful catastrophe had well nigh ensued. Scarce had the 

myrmidons of Michael Paw attained the front of battle, when 

the Swedes, instructed by the cunning Risingh, leveled a shower 

of blows full at their tobacco-pipes. Astounded at this assault, 

and dismayed at the havoc of their pipes, these ponderous 

warriors gave way, and like a drove of frightened elephants 

broke through the ranks of their own army. The little Hoppers 

were borne down in the surge : the sacred banner emblazoned 

with the gigantic oyster of Communipaw was trampled in the 

dirt : on blundered and thundered the heavy -sterned fugitives, 

the Swedes pressing on their rear and applying their feet a parte 

paste of the Van Ai-sdales and the Van Bummels with a vigor 
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:l..ir j.rf^ilr.'.-j-Iv iurctkraricii :z.»rir rz.«:r-r:n'r::i* — ivr L-: "J: 
'..•..• i Mi'!.;i"l Paw hiia-eif fliil :-:. rereiv^ Lv^r? jrc"-.-: 
'::-].• ..'jriiM- vi-ir;irion- of ?hoe Irti:r--rr- 

liiir V iijif. oh Mu.-':! was th-r ra^re of P-rcer Stu-.-r-r-ui- 
!:-.irii :it":ir h" -:iw lii- armv jrivinz wav I In :h-r tr-jnri-.-r:.- ■" 
'.m;i«Ii It*' -rnt forth a roar, frnoush to ^hak-r ::--r vrr^ 
'1 111- II KM f»f tlir- M;iiiliattfyr* filuckr*! np ne'^r OMrtvj-: a: 
'.'ii.il: <»r nithiT, th«'V rallied at the voice or' ::.-r:r l-;j-- 
v l.'-rij th«\ -iikmI iiionr in awe than of all the Swelr^ l:i *- 
!• ihI.iui. Wiihojjt waitinir for their aiiL the darinrj Pt-:-.T :. 
wi.nl in liiiinl into th<,* thickest of the foe. Tht-n mi.:?- '-: 
;i< l.ii viiin'iii- worihv of the dav.s of the «riants. Whernrv- 
w\i\. ilir rijiiiiv >hrank hefore him; the Swedes ried lo 
;i; «1 1» II. nr wi-p- ilrlviMi, like dogSj into their own ditch: bn 
lit- |»u lird t'nrwanl siii^dy with headlong courage, the fw c 
! . liiinl ninl Uuwjc Upon his roar. One aimed a blow full a 
i.';iii; l»uf ihf |»rotc<'tin^ jx^wer which watches over the : 

uhI 1 twnird Msidi- the hostile )*lade and directed it to a 

I'.i. kc I. wl.crr rrpuM'd an enormous iron tobacco-box. en do 
l.i.r (Jir -Ijic Id of Achilles, with supernatural powers, doub 
i:.'m 1». :iiiu;r tlic portrait of the blessed St. Nicholas. I 
''-. n\«- ;m( tnnird like an anjrry bear upon the foe, and s*:i 
liim ;i In- ilfil. 1»\ nil imiiicMMirable qut.'ue, "Ah whoreson ci 
l'!ll;u. " ii»:ur.l in-, "litre's what shall make worms' meatof th« 
Ni> ■ :»\ 111", he whirlrd hi- >\\i)r«l and dealt a blow that would I: 
." , nM-.iiic.l thr \:»rlii, hut that tin- pitying steel struck shon 
' Wi'A \\u iiiitiic fiirtxrr tVoni hi- crown. At this moment an 
. '•■: -..i IrxcK'd hi- piece ivovA a nei<rhl)oring mound, withde,' 
Vii: the >\:Uch!'ul Minerv:\, who had just Stopped to tie 
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flier garter, seeing tlie peril of her favorite hero^ sent old Boreas 
with his bellows, who, as the match descended to the pan, gave a 
blast that blew the priming from the touch-hole. 

Thus wa<?ed the fisht. when the stout Risui<xh, survevin*? the 
field from the top of a little ravelin, perceived his troops banged, 
beaten, and kicked by the invincible Peter. Drawing his falchion 
and uttering a thousand anathemas, he strode down to the scene 
of combat with some such thundering strides as Jupiter is said by 
Hesiod to have taken, when he strode down the spheres to hurl 
his thunderbolts at the Titans. 

Wlien the rival heroes came face to face, each made a prodi- 
gious s^ai't in the style of a veteran stage champion. Then did 
they regard each other for a moment with the bitter aspect of 
two furious ram-cats on the point of a clapper-clawing. Then 
did they throw themselves into one attitude, then into another, 
striking their swords on the ground first on the right side, then 
on the left — at last at it they went, with incredible ferocity. 
Words cannot tell the prodigies of strength and valor displayed 
in this direful encounter — an encounter compared to which the 
far-famed battles of Ajax with Hector, of jEneas with Turnus, 
Orlando with llodomont, Guy of Warwick with Colbrand the 
Dane, or of that renowned Welsh knight, Sir Owen of the Moun- 
tains, with the giant Guylon, were all gentle sports and holyday 
recreations. At length the valiant Peter, watching his opportu- 
nity, aimed a blow, enough to cleave liis adversary to the very 
chine ; but Risingh, nimbly raising his sword, warded it off go 
narrowly, that glancing on one side, it shaved away a huge can- 
teen in which he carried his liquor ; thence pursuing its trencliant 
course, it severed off a deep coat pocket, stored with bread and 

cheese — which provant rolling among the armies, occasioned a 

IG* 
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fiMirful s(TJiinbliii;:j InrtwcM^n the Swedes and Dutchmen, and mai 
tlir ;r«*n<'nil hatth* to wax ten times more furious than ever. 

Kiira;:<Ml to sim* his military stores hiid waste, the ju 
l\i*-in;rh, cullrrtin^ all his forces, aimed a mighty blow full ai i 
htrn's <Ti'st. In vain did his fierce little cocked hat oppose 
rniir.-f. Tlie hitinjj: st<*cl ch>ve through the stubborn rimiUa\ 
and would havr cracked the crown of any one not endowed v 
-uptTuatural hardm-ss of head; but the brittle weapon >liivt 
in j)i<MT< on ilic skull of Ilardkoppi;^ Piet, shedding a thous 
.-j»ark<, like beams of glory round his grizzly visage. 

The good IVter r<'eled whh the blow, and turning up liist 
ImIhM a thousand suns, beside ni(M)ns and stars, dancing a 
ilie firniaineut — at length, missing his footing, by reason oi 
w nodeu leiT. down he came on his seat of honor with a cnifh w 
siiook the surror.iidlng hills, and might have wrecked his fn 
had h«" not been received into a cushion softer than velvet, w 
rrovidence or Minerva, or St. Xichohu*, or some kindly cow 
luiievnlenllv ]>r«'pared for his reception. wm»^— 

Ww tnriou^ Kisingh, in despite of the maxim, cherishec 
all true knights, that ** fair play is a jewel," hastened to 
ailvaniage k\'( the Inro's fall : but, as he stooped to give a 1 
blow, l»rnr Stuvvesani dealt liim a thwack over the slh 
V. ith his wooden leg. whieh set a chime of bells ringing trijde 
niajor^; in his cerebelhini. The bewildered Swede staggered i 
the blow, and the wary l*it«r seizing a pocket-pistol, which 
1 ;ird b\. di.-charucd it full at the head of the reelinnf Ri>ii 
l-fi not my readi-r nri>(aki' ; ii v.a> not a murderous weapon loa 
with powder an«l ball : but a liiil«- >iurdy Mone |K>ttle charged 
ih(^ mu/zle with a doubU- dram of true Dutch courage, wliich 
knowing Antony Van C orlciu* earned about him by way of 
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plenishing his valor; and which had dropped from his wallet . 
daring his furious encounter with the drummer. The hideous 
weapon sang through the air, and true to its course as was the 
fragment of a rock discharged at Hector by bully Ajax, encoun- 
tered the head of the gigantic Swede with matchless violence. 

This heaven-directed blow decided the battle. The ponderous 
pericranium of General Jan Risingh sank upon his breast ; his 
knees tottered under him ; a death-like torpor seized upon his 
frame, and he tumbled to the earth with such violence, that old 
Pluto started with affright, lest he should have broken through 
the roof of his infernal palace. 

His fall was the signal of defeat and victory — ^the Swedes 
gave way — the Dutch pressed forward ; the former took to their 
heels, the latter hotly pursued. — Some entered with them, pell- 
mell, through the sally-port^— others stormed the bastion, and 
others scrambled over the curtain. Thus in a little while the for- 
tress of Fort Christina, which, like another Troy, had stood a 
siege of full ten hours, was carried by Ussault, without the loss of 
a singleman on either side. Victory, in the likeness of a gigan- 
tic ox-fiy, sat perched upon the cocked hat of the gallant Stuy- 
vesant, and it was declared, by all the writers whom he hired to 
write the history of his expedition, that on this memorable day 
he gained a sufficient quantity of glory to immortalize a dozen of 
the greatest heroes in Christendom ! 



CHAPTER IX 

IN WniCH THE AUTHOR AXD THE READER, WHILE RE 
AFTER THE BATTLE, FALL INTO A VERY GRAVE DISCO 
AFTER WHICH IS RECORDED THE CONDUCT OF PETE 
VESANT AFTER HIS VICTORY. 

Thanks to St. Nicholas, we have safely finished this trei 
battlo: let us sit down, my worthy reader, and cool our.se 
J am in a prodigious sweat and agitation — truly this figl 
hattlcs is hot work ! and if your great commanders did bi 
what trouble they give their historians, they would not 1 
conscience to achieve so many horrible victories. liut r 
I hear my reader complain, that throughout this lK)aste 
there is not the least slaughter, nor a single individual ma 
we exccj)t the uhliapj)y Swede, who was shorn of his q 
the trenchant blade of Peter Stuyvesant; all which, he o 
is a great outrairr* on probability, and highly injurious to tl 
est of the narration. 

This is certainly an objection of no little moment, but 
entirely from the obscurity enveloi)ing the remote periods 
about which I have undertaken to write. Thus, thou«yl 
h^-is, from the importance of the object, and the prowess 
parties concerned, there must have been terrible cama 
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*^<3igies of valor displayed before the walls of Christina, jet, 
^t'Witlistanding that I have consulted every history, manuscript, 
^^ tradition, touching this memorable though long-forgotten bat- 
^> I cannot find mention made of a single man killed or wounded 
^ the whole affair. 

This is, without doubt, owing to the extreme modesty of our 
^refathers, who, unlike their descendants, were never prone to 
^aunt of their achievements ; but it is a virtue which places their 
liistorian in a most embarrassing predicament ; for, having pro- 1 
mised my readers a hideous and unparalleled battle, and having 
Worked them up into a warlike and bloodthirsty state of mind ; 
to put them off without any havoc and slaughter would have been 
as bitter a disappointment as to summon a multitude of good peo- 
ple to attend an execution, and then cruelly balk them by a 
reprieve. 

Had the fates only allowed me some half a score of dead men, 
I had been content ; for I would have made them such heroes as 
abounded in the olden time, but whose race is now unfortunately 
extinct; any one of whom, if we may believe those authentic 
writers, the poets, could drive great armies like sheep before him, 
and conquer and desolate whole cities by his single arm. 

But seeing that I had not a single life at my disposal, all that 
was left me was to make the most I could of my battle, by means 
of kicks, and cuffs, and bruises, and such like ignoble wounds. 
And here I cannot but compare my dilemma, in some sort, to 
that of the divine Milton, who, having arrayed with sublime 
preparation his immortal hosts r. gainst each other, is sadly put to 
it how to manage them, and how he shall make the end of his 
battle answer to the beginning ; inasmuch as, being mere spirits, 
he cannot deal a mortal blow, nor even give a flesh wound to any 
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of liis combatants. For my part, the greatest difficulty 
I'as. when I harl once put my warriors in a passion, an^l 
^Ifxise into tlio midst of the enemy, to keep them fr 
nli^chi<if. Many a time had I to restrain the sturdy P 
rloaving a j^igantic Swede to the very waistband, or spi 
I a dozen little fellows on his sword, like so many sparro 
when I had set some hundred of missives flying in the 
not dare to suffer one of t hem to reach the ground^ les 
have put an end to some unlucky Dutchman. 

The reader cannot conceive how mortifying it is 1 
thus in a manner to have his liands dcd, and how man^ 
ojij>ortunities I had to wink at, where I might have m 
a death-blow as any recorded in history or song. 

From my own experience I be^n to doabt most ] 
the authenticity of many of Homer's stories. I veri 
tliat wlu.ii he hfid once launched one of his favorite hei 
a (Towd of the enemy, he cut down many an hor 
without any authority for so doing, excepting that he ] 
iaii- mark — and that often a poor fellow was sent to gi 
doiiijuiis, merely because he had a name that would gi^ 
in;: turn to a j)eriod. But I disclaim all such unprinc 
ties — h.t nie. ])iit have truth and the law on my side, ai 
would fight harder than myself — ^but since the variou: 
eoMsulted did not warrant it, I had too much eonscien 
sin^rh^ sol(li(!r. — By St. Xicliolas, but it would liave bei 
pieee of business! My enemies, the critics, who T i 
hi' ready enoui^li to lay any crime they can discover a 
nii<^ht have charged nie with murde r outright — and I s- 
t:>teenied myself lucky to escjipc with no harsher v( 
manslaughter ! 
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now, gentle reader, that we are tranquilly sitting down 

smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge in a melancholy 

ion which at this moment passes across my mind. — How 

how fleeting, how uncertain are all those gaudy bubbles after 

we are panting and toiling in this world of fair delusions ! 

wealth which the miser has amassed with so many weary 

so many sleepless nights, a spendthrift heir may squander 

y in joyless prodigality ; — the noblest monuments which pride 

ever reared to perpetuate a name, the hand of time will 

rtly tumble into ruins — and even the brightest laurels, gained 

*^ feats of arms, may wither, and be for ever blighted by the 

^^^fciilling neglect of mankind. — "How many illustrious heroes," 

ys the good Boetius, " who were once the pride and glory of 

e age, hath the silence of historians buried in eternal oblivion I" 

this it was that induced the Spartans, when they went to 

^^>attle, solemnly to sacrifice to the Muses, supplicating that their 

achievements might be worthily recorded. Had not Homer 

toned his lofty lyre, observes the elegant Cicero, the valor of 

Achilles had remained unsung. And such too, after all the toils 

and perils he had braved, after all the gallant actions he had 

achieved, such too had nearly been the fate of the chivalric 

Peter Stuyves*ant, but that I fortunately stepped in and engraved 

his name on the indelible tablet of history, just as the caitiff 

Time was silently brushing it away forever ! 

The more I reflect, the more I am astonished at the important 
character of the historian. He is the sovereign censor, to decide 
upon the renown or infamy of his fellow-men. He is the patron 
of kings and conquerors, on whom it depends whether they shall 
live in after-ages, or be forgotten as were their ancestors before 
them. The tyrant may oppress while the object of his tyranny 
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exists ; but tlio historian possesses superior might. t*i 
rxinuls cvrn iM'vond the jri'ave. The shatk-? ot' •! 
iDiitr-torirutlcn hrnn/s nnxiouslv lx*ml rluwn fruin ; 
hi- \vrii*'<, wjiti'hiiiir ciioli movement of his jK-n. wLe 
jiM-is hy thoir naino with nt*^h.*ct, or insi.'ribo th«'ni • 
h*>.s pu;re> of iM.'iiown. ILveu the drop of ink which 
Miiiir on his ]mii, whirh he may either da<h uj^jn 
waMc ill i<ll«,* scrawlings — tliat very droi>, wliich i< 
wortli till- twintirth part of a farthing, may he ot 
vahn* to >onH: departed woithv — mav elevate half a 
nioni<*nt, to inunortality. who would have givtMi wor 
I>ossess«Ml them, to ensure the glorious meed. 

Isi'X lint inv rfaclers imafrine, however, that I iut 
vain;ilorinu> iMjasiing^, or am anxiou;^ to blazon foi 
tancr of my tribe. On the contrary, I shrink whe 
tb»- awful rcsjH)ii>ibility we historians assume — I >hi 
what dirf'fnl coiiimotions and calamities we occa."jion 
— I -wrar to th(M*. honest reader, as I am a man. I 
very ifha I AVliy, let me a>k, are so man}- illiistrio 
teariiiir tlifinsrlves awav from the embraces of the 
«liLditiiiir the ^lllil^'S of beantv — despising the allure 
tunc, and ♦xpn.-in^r tlirniselves to the miseries of \va 
kin;:s dt-solatiiiL' rnij)in'S. and depopulating whole ec 
f-liort, what in«hi«-< s all giM-at men, of all ages and 
conmiit so nianv \ ictorir^ and misdeeds, and inflict s 
rio- n])on manlJnd and upon themselves, but the m 
soinf' historian will kindlv take them into notice, am 
into a comer of Iiis volunu.? For, in short, the mig 
all tlieir toils, tlieir hardshij)?, and privations, is 
imnwHal fame — and what is immortal fame? 
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^ge of dirty paper ! alas ! alas ! how humiliating the idea — 

ihat the renown of so great a man as Peter Stuyvesant ehould \^ 
Opend upon the pen of so little a man as Diedrich Knicker- 
Dc&er! 

And now, having refreshed ourselves after the fatigues and 
erils of the field, it behooves us to return once more to the scene 
f conflict, and inquire what were the results of this renowned 
onquest. The fortress of Christina being the fair metropolis, 
od in a manner the key to Nev/- Sweden, its capture was speedily 
)llowed by the entire subjugation of the province. This was not 
little promoted by the gallant and courteous deportment of the 
livalric Peter. Though a man terrible in battle, yet in the hour 
f victory was he endued with a spirit generous, merciful, and 
umane. He vaunted not over his enemies, nor did he make 
efeat more galling by unmanly insults; for like that mirror of 
nightly virtue, the renowned Paladin Orlando, he was more 
Qxious to do great actions than to talk of them after they were 
one. He put no man to death ; ordered no houses to be burnt 
own ; permitted no ravages to be perpetrated on the property of 
le vanquished ; and even gave one of his bravest officers a severe 
dmonishment with his walking- staff, for having been detected in 
le act of sackinoj a hen-roost. 

He moreover issued a proclamation, in^-iting the inhabitants 
) submit to the authority of their High Mightinesses; but 
eclaring, with unexampled clemency, that whoever refused should 
e lodged at the public expense, in a goodly castle provided for 
le purpose, and have an armc 1 retinue to wait on them in the 
argain. In consequence of tbf se beneficent terms, about thirty 
iwedes stepped manfully forward and took the oath of allegiance ; 
1 reward for which they were graciously permitted to remain on 
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tlie banks of the Delaware, where their descendanis re?i'ie 

viTv dav. I am told, however, bv divers observant iravel^; 

they have never been able to get over the cliap-fallen :■> 

thirir aiu.'e«t<jrs ; Imt that they still do strangely traniTii: 

fath«T U) son manifest marks of the sound drubbiniz fr.^^' 

bv tlio sturdv Amsterdammers. 

The whole ('(^iintry of New-Sweden. ha\'iug thui f:r 

the arms <.»f tlie tiiumpliant Peter, was retluoed to a 

calli.rl Soiitli Kiver, and plarod under tlie superiniena:' 

lieul»:nant-^'(jvenior; subject to the control of the sup:-: 

ernnKiit of Xrw-Anistordani. Tliis jrreat diirnitarv w; 

: ^IvnliiM-r AVilliani lieekman. or rather I^ck-man, who (i*i 
f . 

i Furnanif, as did Ovidius Xaso of vore, from the lorii' 
sion-i of liis nose, which pi-ojected from the centre of hi 
naiHM'. like thr* beak of a parrot, lie was the creat \ 
ofthf inb<- <»f th(.* I>eekmans, one of the most ancient ar. 
bh." families of tlic province; the members of which do 
conmn-iiiorate the origin of their dignity ; not as your n* 
hrs in Kiicrlaiid would do, by having a glowing probosr 
zoind in tlnir escutcheon ; but bv one and all weariii 
gooilly no-tr. stuck in tlie very middle of their faces. 
Tliiis^wii- tliis perilous enterprise gloriously termin, 

* thu lo-< ol" oiilv tuo men, — AVolfert Van Home, a tall s 
who v.a- knoi-ked ovi-rboard by the boom of a shx>p in 
wind : and fat Brom \'an Piummel, who was suddenly c 
by an iiiili;ff'-tion ; both, however, were immortalized, ; 
bravely tallen in ih»: serviee of their coimtry. True it 
Stiiyv«'saiit ha<l oii«: ot' hi.-* limbs terribly fractur ed in i 
kjtorniing tlni fortress ; l»ut it< it Wiu? fortunately his wc 
tiie wound was promptly and ofl'ectually healed. 



[ 
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low nothing remains to this branch of my history but to 
that this immaculate hero, and his victorious army, 
joyously to the Manhattoes ; where they made a solemn 
ophant entry, bearing with them the conquered Risingh, 
emnant of his battered crew, who had refused allegiance ; 
ears that the gigantic Swede had only fallen into a swoon, 
1 of the battle, from which he was speedily restored by J 
►me tweak of the nose. ^^ 

5 captive heroes were lodged, according to the promise 
►vernor, at the public expense, in a fair and spacious 
sing the prison of state, of wliicli Stoffel BrinkerhoflP, 
rtal conqueror of Oyster Bay, was appointed governor ; 
;h has ever since remained in the possession of his 
its.* 

s a pleasant and goodly sight to witness the joy of the 
f New-Amsterdam, at beholding their warriors once 
arn from this war in the wilderness. The old women 
round Antony Van Corlear, who gave the whole 
f the campaign with matchless accuracy ; saving that 
the credit of fighting the whole battle himself, and 
' of vanquishing the stout Risingh ; which he considered 
^ clearly entitled to, seeing that it was effected by his 
3 pottle. 

schoolmasters thi'oughout the town gave holiday to their * 
bins, — who followed in droves after the drums, with 
ps on their heads, and sticks in their breeches, thus 
le first lesson in the art of war. As to the sturdy 

castle, though ver}' much altered and modernized, is still in being, 
at the corner of Pearl-street, facing Coentie's slip. 
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•/:*:r ;ifi'! V.rA*: lumi:ian-rr o: X-r'^'-Azz-V.-rT-Liii. 

t J . ' • I o r- ! i '. Si -I lOUt arid L i- ory'tef: 'iioui -I^ c iz-^ — :'l r ": 
u i r i I f i . . : I r ' .tTi 'rio n =• -^r.-hef jfrn? a: ih^t :r rl'-i: t"^ — Z- 
«ii!'n-«-r- ar. ri»*: »;Uxiwi of the -f^heo^ns- ani ^r- '." 

to liiii-h hi- \>i\»*:. 'Irink off Li.^ Lf:el-:ap«- ar.-I ::v:j".. 
of iiiiiiioitjil dullrif---,. In =hort — for a ci:~ fesk?: > 
:lII til'- worM ovor. and ha^ been a *:[zv teas*, ev 
«ii:tri«n» ■ th«! dinner went off much the same :i3 * 
'1,1 j una I Ion jiiiik«-finjr-j and fourth of Julv bar.queri 
ti li. tlrdi, ;ind fowl were devoured, oceans of li 
ili<iii-:uifl- of pipe- -rnoked. and many a dull joke 1 
iiiiicli »»l»"in'|HToiin fat-riided laughter. 

I hill- 1 not omit to mention, that to this far-fa 
I'lfcr Stii\ v»-aiit wiL-i indebted for another of his 
inv .Ml IiM'tIv d«'li<rbted were the honest bursrh* 
iirliii'Miiiriil-. tliMt tliev nnnnimouslv honored him w 
of I*lrt'r lit- (I'rnnilt, tliat i.s to sav Peter the Grc 
uii- tnin-lai'-'l into Kn^/li.^li ]>y the people of Xew 
tin- till- iH-iM-fii of tli<ir New England visitors, J^iei 
ajipi-lhition wliirh li«; maintained even unto the day c 



BOOK VII. 

JNING THE THIRD PART OF THE REIGN OF PETER 
; HEADSTRONG— HIS TROUBLES WITH THE BRITISH 
^lON, AND THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE DUTCH 

TASTY. 



CHAPTER I. 

'ETER STUYVESANT RELIEVED THE SOVEREIGN PEOPLE 
>M THE BURTHEN OF TAKING CARE OP THE NATION ; 
CH SUNDRY PARTICULARS OF HIS CONDUCT IN TIME 
PEACE, AND OF THE RISE OF A GREAT DUTCH ARIS- 
)RACY. 

listory of the reign of Peter Stuyvesant furnishes an 
5 picture of the cares and vexations inseparable from 
gnty, and a solemn warning to all who are ambitious of 
ig the seat of honor. Though returning in triumph and 
d with victory, his exultation was checked on observing 
ises which had sprung up in New- Amsterdam during his 
bsence. His walking-staff, which he had sent home to 
his vicegerent, had, it is true, kept his council-chamber in 
the counsellors eyeing it with awe, as it lay in grim 
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rc^MSc upon the table, and smoking their pipes ii 
its control extended not out of doors. 

Tliu |>opulace unfortunately had had too much t 
under the slack though fitful reign of William il 
though ui>on the accession of Peter Stujvesant 
with the instinctive perception which mobs as 
possess, that the reins of government had passed 
hands, yet could they not help fretting and chafing 
upon the bit, in restive silence. 

Scarcely, therefore, had he departed on his exp 
the Swede.-*, than the old factions of William Ki 
again thrust their heads above water. Pot-house 
again held to " discuss the state of the nation," ^ 
tinkers, and tailors, the self-dubbed " friends of the 
more felt themselves inspired with the gift of legis 
dertook to lecture on every movement of govemm 

Now, as Peter Stuy vcsant had a singular inclin 
the province by his individual will, his first move, on 
to put a stop to tliis gratuitous legislation. Accorc 
ning, when an inspired cobbler was holding forth to 
of the kind, the intrepid Peter suddenly made h 
with his ominous walking-stafi* in his hand, and 
suilicient to i)etrify a mill-stone. The whole meeti 
into confusion — the orator stood aghast, with op 
trembling knees, while " horror ! tyranny ! liberty ! 
death ! destruction !" and a host of other patriotic 
bolted forth before Ikj had time to close his lips, 
notice of tin? skulking tlirong, but strode up to the I 
rnifian, and pulling out a huge silver watch, whic 
served in limes of yore as a town-clock, and which i 
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*" his descendants as a family curiosity, requested the orator to 
^nd it, and set it going. The orator humbly confessed it was 
s^erly out of his power, as he was unacquainted with the nature 
? its construction. " Nay, but," said Peter, " try your ingenuity, 
Kftn : you see all the springs and wheels, and how easily ihe 
himsiest hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces ; and why should 
( not be equally easy to regulate as to stop it ?" The orator de- 
hred that his trade was wholly different — that he was a poor 
obbler, and had never meddled with a watch in his life — that 
lere were men skilled in the art, whose business it was to attend 
) those matters ; but for his part, he should only mar the work- 

lanship and put the whole in confusion " Why, harkee, mas- 

HP of mine,*' cried iPeter, turning suddenly upon him, with a 
juntenance that almost petrified the patcher of shoes into a per- 
5Ct lapstone — " dost thou pretend to meddle with the movements 
f government — ^to regulate, and correct, and patch, and cobble a 
jmplicated machine, the principles of which are above thy com- 
rebension, and its simplest operations too subtle for thy under- 
anding, when thou canst not correct a trifling error in a common 
iece of mechanism, the whole mystery of which is open to thy 
ispection ? — Hence with thee to the leather and stone, which are 
mblems of thy head ; cobble thy shoes, and confine thyself to the 
ocation for which Heaven has fitted thee — ^but," elevating his 
oiee until it made the welkin ring, " if ever I catch thee, or any 
f thy tribe, meddling again with affairs of government, by St. 
Nicholas, but I'll have every mother's bastard of ye flay'd alive, 
jid your hides stretche d for dru m-heads, that ye may thencefortli 
oake a noise to some purpose !" 

This threat, and the tremendous voice in which it was uttered, 
iOiised the whole multitude to quake with fear. The hair of the 
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oraior n»-f on liis head like his own swine's briMles. ar 
kni;.'ht ot' ihi- tliimbli; present but his heart died within] 
hv Ml rt- tliuu^li h«.* ciuild have verily escaped through 
uf a n«t-dlf. Thf assembly dispersed in silent oonsternai 
ii-ivnli) •'tau'smon who had hitherto undertaken to reinilu 
:i:V.iir-. wtTi- now tain to stav at home, hold their ton 
!;ik»' .-art- uf tliL-ir families : and party feuds died away 
• :• «'!•«•«■. ihii! nuuiv ihri\nng keepers of taverns and "1 
\\f r.- n::. :lv niini-d for want of business. But though 
s.;ri- j.pi-l-.i.» J thf desired etft'Ct in putting an extingui.- 
Ill w liyi,:-* iu>i briLrhtening up: yet did it tend to injun.' 
l:i;i:\ i'*" III.- < ir..at Pett.-r wiili the thinkini; part of tlie c« 
iI.m: ;- :■» -;i\. thai pan wliirh think fnr others instfa^l o 
^' 'i\ • - ; iir. i:i u:lu-r wonls. who attend to evcrv bo<lv*s b 
\\.' \v l'^vI^ Tii'-e :i«vu>eil the old governor of bein-r li 
:.■.•■.:. :i*;i!, ;iv.i i:: ir.iih ih».ro stvms tu hav** been some 
^ 1- !. iiM ;»!•, UMiiviir. : lor hi.* carried himself with a lul 
l.k.' :;ir. ar.d ^v;■.^ sonu-w]:ai jxiriicular in his dress. 
V. ; . :i 1..-: in ;:i\iform. in rich appart.d of the antitpie 
■ ;:, .:. I v. n- .-i- *i:\\\y iu»it*d tor havinir his sound h-<r ( 
A \' "\ I . 'LV '.V . !i.) al'.vavs arravcd in a red stockin" 

. . , , 

.T;>::. . !.. • :>-n ili4j)enst-d in thu primitive patria 
M a:i ■! .•:i ::. ■ •■-i.n-p *' bffor*.' liis door, under the shadt' 

bii:'-:.-v. I ::-. , : l.r.t all vi>iis of fnrm and state wer 

wi!li >ii!n. :hi!.^' I'f «''»iir: ceremony in the best parlo 
A- '"nv :i;.- rniTiiT).-!' r ••tri-iatd as liiirh chamberlain. 
«' ■■■ i-ions h'" ai'i" an -l w'wh Lrrt-at pomj» of equipaire. a 
timIi- Id rlnnvh in a }i llnw wairnn with ilaniing reti whe 

These symptoms of state and ceremony, as we ha 
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much caviled at by the thinking (and talking) part of the 
unity. They had been accustomed to find easy access to 
former governors, and in particular had lived on terms of 
eme intimacy with William the Testy, and they accused Peter 
^vesant of assuming too much dignity and reserve, and of 
^Upping himself in mystery. Others, however, have pretended 
discover in all this a shrewd policy on the part of the old gov- 
*iior. It is certainly of the first importance, say they, that a 
Untry should be governed by wise men : but then it is almost 
Equally important that the people should think them wise ; for 
"tliis belief alone can produce willing subordination. To keep up, 
however, this desirable confidence in rulers, the people should be 
allowed to see as little of them as possible. It is the mystery 
which envelopes great men, that gives them half their greatness. 
There is a kind of superstitious reverence for office which leads 
us to exaggerate the merits of the occupant ; and to suppose that 
he must be wiser than common men. He, however, who gains 
access to cabinets, soon finds out by what foolishness the world is 
governed. He finds that there is quackery in legislation as in 
eveiy thing else ; that rulers have their whims and errors as well 
as other men, and are not so wonderfully snj^erior as he had ima- 
gined, since even he may occasionally confute them in argument^ 
Thus awe subsides into confidence, confidence inspires fami- 
liarity, and familiarity produces contempt. Such was the ease, 
say they, with William the Testy. By m aking h imself too^asy 
of access he enabled evejy scrub-politician to measure, wil^ J'^th 
him, and to find out the true dimensions not only of his person 
but of his mind : and thus it was that, by being familiarly scan- 
ned, he was discovered to be a very little man. Peter Stuyve- 
sant, on the contrary, say they, by conducting himself with dignity 

IV 
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jiiul loflineHs, wju^ looked up to with great reverence. Ai I 
hravc liis reasons for any thing he did, the public gave hii 
for very profound ones ; every movement, however imr 
unimjKirtant, wa> a matter of speculation; and Ins ^ 
stockings cxcittMl some respect, as being dififerent from tl 
intrs of other mm. 

Another charjre against Peter Stuyvesant was that 
great leaning in favor of the patricians : and indeed in 
rose many of those mighty Dutch families which have tu 
vigorous root, and branched out so luxuriantly in o 
Some, to be sure, were of earlier dsxte, such as the Van K 
the Van Zandts, the Ten Broecks,the Harden Broecks, £ 
of Pavonian renoA\ni, who gloried in the title of" Discover* 
having been engaged in the nautical expedition from ( 
jiaw, in which they so heroically braved the terrors of 
and Buttermilk-channel, and discovered a site for New- Ai 
■'■ Others claimed to themselves the appellation of Cc 
from their gidlant achievements in New-Sweden and tht 
over the Yankees at Oyster Bay. Such was that list < 
wortliies heretofore enumerated, beginning with the Va 
the Van Dveks, and the Ten Evcks, and extendin;* to 
•rers, ihf Benson>, tlie Brinkerhoffs, and the Schemiei 
roll e(pial to the Doomsday Book of William the C 
and establishing the heroic origin of many an ancient aris 
Dutch family. These, after all, are the only legitimat 
and lords of the soil; these are the real "beavers of t 
Ijattoes ;" and much does it grieve me in modem days to 
elbowed aside l>y fbr<irrn invaders, and more espi»cialh 
ingenious people, " the Sons of the Pilgrims ;" who ou 
theni in the market, ont-speeulate them on the exchange 
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in fortune, and run up mushroom palaces so high, that 
illest Dutch family mansion has n ot win d enough left for its 

~ I .-■. ^ ■.. JC >.-| ■II ' " ■ ■Ill « .l |l -'"■^■^'•'P- ■ . ■ M, . ,..^,.,,.^ 

ler-cock. 

1 the proud days of Peter Stuyvesant, however, the good 
)utch aristocracy loomed out in all its grandeur. The burly 
ler, in round-crowned iiaundrish hat with brim of vast cir- 
srence ; in portly gabardine and bulbous multiplicity of 
;hes, sat on his "stoep" and smoked his pipe in lordly 
!e, nor did it ever enter his brain that the active, restless 
:ee, whom he saw through his half-shut eyes worrying about 
)g-day heat, ever intent on the main chance, was one day to 
) control over these goodly Dutch domains. Already, how- 
the races regarded each other with disparaging eye. The 
:ees sneeringly spoke of the round-crowned burghers of the 
lattoes as the " Copper-heads ;" while the latter, glorying in 
own nether rotundity, and observing the slack galligaskins 
leir rivals, flapping like an empty sail against the mast, 
ted upon them with the opprobrious appellation of " Platter- 
hes." 



\ 



CHAPTER H. 

now PKTER 5TUTVESANT LABORED TO CIVILIZE THE CO) 
NITY — now HE WAS A GREAT PROMOTER OF HOLTDA' 
now HE INSTITUTED KISSING OX NETT-YEAR's DAT — 1 
IIK DISTRIBUTED FIDDLES THROUGHOUT THE NEW-X 

EKLANDS now HE VENTURED TO BEFOR3I THE LAl 

PETTICOATS, AND HOW HE CAUGHT A TARTAR. 

From what I have recounted in the foregoing chapter I ^ 
not have it imag^ined that the great Peter was a tyran 
p(>t<ntate, ruhnjr with a rod of iron. On the contrarv, h 
the (li^rnity of olfioe j)erniitted he abounded in generosity 
ooiuh'sceiK-ion. J£ he refused the brawling multitude the 
of* misrule, he at leiv<t endeavored to rule them in righteous 
To spread abundance in the land, he obliged the bakers to 
tliirt<'en loaves to the dozen — a golden rule which remai 
monument of his beneficence. So far from indulging in ui 
sonable austerity, he delighted to see the poor and the lab* 
man rejoice ; and ibr this purpose he was a great promote 
holydays. Under his reign there was a great cracking of 
at Paas or Easter ; Whitsuntide or Pinxter also flourished i 
its bloom ; and never were stockings better filled on the es 
the blessed St. Nicholas. 
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New-year's day, however, was his favorite festival, and was 
ishered in by the ringing of bells and firing of guns. On that 
l^nial day the fountains of hospitality were broken up, and the 
nrhole community was deluged with cherry-brandy, true Hollands, 
md mulled cider ; every house was a temple to the jolly god ; 
uid many a provident vagabond got drunk out of pure economy, 
laking in liquor enough gratis to serve him half a year after- 
w^ards. y y 

The great assemblage, however, was at the governor's house, 
whither repaired all th^ burghers of New-Amsterdam with theii* 
wives and daughters, pranked out in their best attire. On this 
occasion the good Peter was devoutly observant of the pious 
Dutch rite of kissing the women-kind for a happy new-year ; and 
it is traditional that Antony the Trumpeter, who acted as gentle- 
man usher, took toll of all who were young and handsome, as 
they passed through the antechamber. This venerable custom, 
thus happily introduced, was followed with such zeal by high and 
low, that on new-year's day, during the reign of Peter Stuyve- 
sant. New- Amsterdam was the most thoroughly be-kissed com- 
munity in all Christendom. 

Another great measure of Peter Stuyvesant for public im- \ 
provement was the distribution of fiddles throughout the land. \ 
These were placed in the hands of veteran negroes, who were \ 
dispatched as missionaries to every part of the province. This 
measure, it is said, was first suggested. by Antony the Trumpeter; 
and the eflect was marvelous. Instead of those "indignation 
meetings " set on foot in the time of William the Testy, where 
men met tog-ether to rail at public abuses, groan over the evils of j 
the times, and make each other miserable, there were joyous | 
gatherings of the two sexes to dance and make merry. Now / 
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'. ■ ■ '. :: - ;i : . .-v -.: *.;.•: >' ; ■: u -.v-y-^ir rlar* 'ij were iht rrv rtJ rLrrr ".! 
V. !-■: : .1,'.; -v;.':r; *:.•: r-o'.'.* 01 the L-i-iit- tLofe harbinj-rr* ■::" z 
:..:.. .- ;i:.'i 'j-xA will. nr^oiuiJel a: the closf: of iLe -ii" :: 
• : •. •: r V } . ;i:' . 1 •: : iilori 2 1 1. ^ H U'Lon ! 

N'>.r v.a-! :*. i:i riral communiiies alone that Peter SmvT^: 
i . . • :0' i i •- ' 1 ii i - tiivonu: 1 j jrin e of civilization . U ndt- r h i < r£r 
y.y,.-: iv:f['i\r*A t}i;i: jiotent >wav in New-AmsttrJani wLi- 
;. .- '■•.<::• -inc: retainoJ. W#-.;klv asjcniblasres were LelJ. r. ■ 
!.• ;i*« '1 li.'ill-r'jom- at midnight hours, but on Satunlav afremo 
bj. til': 'jfjhhin li;!l!t <^»f the sun. on the green lawn of the bail*. 
V, ifl. Antony thf,- Trumpeter for master of ceremonies. I: 
woul'l \\if' 'n,<)t\ Peror take liis ?eat under the spreadinu ir 
'.mum'/ i\if: (j]t\ bur::h'.r.s and tlieir wives, and watch the mi 
of \]i(: fhiiico. Ilf n- would he smoke his pii>e, crack his j« 
and i'(>rji'\ tljo r\\:j'n-,\ toils of war, in the sweet obUv; 
i'i ti\if'u-» of" \)cu(:f. ;:i\ing a nod of approbation to those of 
voiin;.' ni<M who sljulH'd and kirk<Ml most vi;rorouslv : and. 1 
Jind III! II a l)f;irty -nuick. in all honesty of soul, to the bus 
l;i- who ln'ld out lon;/c>t. and tired down every comp^tii 
inrailihir ^innti' of her beiuL' the best dancer. \X^ 
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Once it is true the hannouy of these meetings was in danger 
interruption. A young belle just returned from a visit to 
iBLolland, who of course led the fashions, made her appearance 
Sn not more than half a dozen petticoats, and these of alarming 
shortness. A whisper and a flutter ran through the assembly. 
The young men of course were lost in admiration, but the old 
ladies were shocked in the extreme, especially those who had 
marriageable daughters ; the young ladies blushed and felt 
excessively for the " poor thing," and even the governor himself 
appeared to be in some kind of perturbation. 

To complete the confusion of the good folks she undertook, 
in the course of a jig, to describe some figures in algebra taught 
her by a dancing-master at Rotterdam. Unfortunately, at the 
highest flourish of her feet some vagabond zephyr obtruded his 
services, and a display of the graces took place, at which all the 
ladies present were thrown into great consternation ; several 
grave country members were not a little moved, and the good 
Peter Stuyvesant himself was grievously scandalized. 

The shortness of the female dresses, which had continued in 
fashion ever since the days of William Kieft, had long oflTended 
his eye ; and though extremely averse to meddling with the pet- 
ticoats of the ladies, yet he immediately recommended that every 
one should be furnished with a flounce to the bottom. He like- 
wise ordered that the ladies, and indeed the gentlemen, should use 
no other step in dancing than " shujQQie and turn," and " double 
trouble ;" and forbade, under pain of his high displeasure, any 
young lady thenceforth to attempt what was termed "exhibiting } 
the graces." 

These were the only restrictions he ever imposed upon the 
sex, and these were considered by them as tyrannical oppressions, 
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and resisted with that becoming spirit manifested by tie s-"-* 
<t'\ wliencver their privileges are invaded. In fact. Antor.; V^z 
C'orhfiir, wlio, as has been shown, was a sagacious man. tx:rr.- 
t-nrrd in the ways of women, took a private occasion \o\l:\z^:- 
til) ih<* jrovenior that a conspiracy was forming among the j^-'::. 

1 

^y<)U\vs of New--fVmsterdam ; and that, if the matter were pufi' 
ally further, there was danger of their leaving oflF petticoat i: 
L'Utlirr ; wliereiipon the good Peter shrugged his shoulder?, d?" 
jK'tl the sulyect, and ever after suffered the women to weartb 
pt.-iticciuts and eut their capers as high as they pleased; apr. 
lo^e which they have jealously maintained in the Manhattoes n 
tlie'])resent day. 



CHAPTER ni. 

HOW TROUBLES THICKEN ON THE PROVINCE HOW IT IS 

THREATENED BY THE HELDERBERGERS, THE MERRYLAND- 
ERS, AND THE GIANTS OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 

In the last two chapters I have regaled the reader with a delecta- 
ble picture of the good Peter and his metropolis during an inter- 
val of peace. It was, however, but a bit of blue sky in a stormy 
day ; the clouds are again gathering up from all points of the 
compass, and, if I am not mistaken in my forebodings, we shall 
have rattling weather in the ensuing chapters. 

It is with some communities as it is with certain meddlesome 
individuals ; they have a wonderful facility at getting into scrapes, 
and I have always remarked that those are most prone to get in 
who have the least talent at getting out again. This is doubtless 
owing to the excessive valor of those states ; for I have likewise 
noticed that this rampant quality is always most frothy and fussy 
where most confined ; which accounts for its vaporing so ama- 
zingly in little states, little men and ugly little women more espe- \^ 
eially. 

Such is the case with this httle province of the Nieuw-Ned- 

erlands ; which, by its exceeding valor, has already drawn upon 

itgelf a host of enemies ; has had fighting enough to satisfy a pro- 

17* 
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vince twice its size ; and is in a fair way of becoming an ei 
injrly forlorn, well-belabored, and woe-begone little province-, 
whieli wits providentially ordered to give interest and 5uV 
to thi< pathetic history. 

The iir^t interruption to the halcyon quiet of Peter S 
sant was caused by hostile intelligence from the old belli 
nest of Rensellaerstein. Killian, the lordly patroon of 1 
larrwick, was agsiin in the field, at the head of his myrmi«l 
the IL-ldcrberg ; seeking to annex the whole of the Kj 
mountains to his domains. The Indian tribes of these rao 
had likewise taken up the hatchet and menaced the ve 
Dutch settlement of Esopus. 

Fain would I entertain the reader with the triumphal 
jnii<rn of Peter Stuyvesant in the haunted regions of thost 
tains ; but tliat 1 hold all Indian conflicts to be mere 1 
brawl<, unworthy of tlie pen which luis recorded the cla? 
of Fort Cliristina ; and as to these Ilelderbernr commotio! 
are among the flatulencies which from time to time all 
Ixjwj-ls of this ancient i)rovince. as with a wind-colic, and ^ 
deem it seemly and decent to pass over in silence. 

The next ^torm of trouble was from the south. Scarci 
the worlliv ^Mvnlieer Beekmau ?ot warm in the seat of at 
on the Soutli Kiver, than enemies began to spring up all 
hiin. Hard bv was a formidable race of savajres inhabit 
gentle region watered by the Susquehanna, of whom the 
ing mention is made l»y Master Ilariot in his excellent hisi 

" The Susquesahanocks are a giantly people, stran<T^e 
portion, behavior and attire — their voice sounding from t' 
out of a <*ave. Tln'ii- tohacoo-j)ii)es were three quarters of 
long ; carved at the great end with a bird, beare, or other ' 
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HiiflTicient to beat out the brains of a horse. The calfe of one of 

Uieir legges measured three quarters of a yard about ; the rest of 

"Uie limbs proportionable."* 

These gigantic savages and smokers caused no little disquiet 
in the mind of Mynheer Beekman, threatening to cause a famine 
of tobacco in the land ; but his most formidable enemy was the 
roaring) roystering English colony of Maryland, or as it was 
jmciently written Merryland ; so called because the inhabitants, 
not having the fear of the Lord before their eyes, were prone to 
make merry and get fuddled with mint-julep and apple-toddy. 
They were, moreover, great horse-racers and cock-fighters; 
mighty wrestlers and jumpers, and enormous consumers of hoe- 
cake and bacon. They lay claim to be the first inventors of those 
recondite beverages, cock-tail, stone-fence, and sherry cobbler, and 

' to have discovered the gastronomical merits of terrapins, soft crabs, 
and canvas-back ducks. 

This rantipole colony, founded by Lord Baltimore, a British 
nobleman, was managed by his agent, a swaggering Englishman, 
commonly called Fendall ; that is to say, " offend all," a name 
given him for his bullying propensities. These were seen in a 
message to Mynheer Beekman, threatening him, unless he imme- 
diately swore allegiance to Lord Baltimore as the rightful lord 
of the soil, to come at the head of the roaring boys of Merryland 
and the giants of the Susquehanna, and sweep him and his Neder- 
landers out of the country. 

The trusty sword of Peter Stuyvesant almost leaped from its 
scabbard, when he received missives from Mynheer Beekman, 
informing him of the swaggering menaces of the bully Fendall ; 

* Harlot's Journal, Purch. Pilgrims. 
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and as to the giantly warriors of tlie Susquehanna, nothin 
have nion* delighted him than a bout, hand to hand, with hall 
of them ; having never encountered a giant in the whvh 
of his campaigns, unless we may consider the stout Ri: 
such — and he was but a little one. 

Nothing prevented his marching instantly to the Sou 
and enacting scenes still more glorious than those of Foi 
tina, but the necessity of first putting a stop to the ir 
aggressions and inroads of the Yankees, so as not to ' 
enemy in his rear ; but he wrote to Mynheer Beekmar 
up a bold front and stout heart, promising, as soon as he 
tied affairs in the east, that he >tould hasten to the south 
burly warriors of the Hudson, to lower the crests of tb 
and mar the merriment of the Merrylanders. 



CHAPTER IV. 

LOW PETER STUYVESANT ADVENTURED INTO THE EAST COUN- 
TRY AND HOW HE FARED THERE. 

i 

?o explain the apparently sudden movement of Peter Stuyvesaxit 
gainst the crafty men of the East Country, I would observe that, 
uring his campaigns on the South River, and in the enchanted 
egions of the Catskill Mountains, the twelve tribes of the East 
ivd been more than usually active in prosecuting their subtle 
cheme for the subjugation of the Nieuw-Nederlands. 

Independent of the incessant maraudings among hen-roosts 
nd squattings along the border, invading armies would penetrate, 
rem time to time, into the very heart of the country. As their 
prototypes of yore went forth into the land of Canaan, with their 
rives and their children, their men-servants and their maid-ser- 
ants, their flocks and herds, to settle themselves down in the land 
iid possess it ; so these chosen people of modem days would pro- 
ress through the country in patriarchal style ; conducting carts 
nd wagons laden with household furniture, with women and chil- 
ren piled on top, and pots and kettles dangling beneath. At the 
u\ of these vehicles would stalk a crew of long-limbed, lank- 
ided varlets, with axes on their shoulders and packs on their 
acks, resolutely bent upon " locating" themselves, as they termed 
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it, ami improving the country. These were the most dan 
kind of iiivjuh,TA. It is true they were guilty of no oven 
liostility ; but it was notorious that, wherever they got a i 
th«' h<)ne?t Dutchmen gradually disappeared, retiring slowl 
x\nt Indians before the white men; beinff in some wav o; 
talkf.Ml and cliaffered, and bargained and swapped, and. ii 
Knjrlisli, ellxAved out of all those rich bottoms and fertilt 
in which our Dutch yeomanry are prone to nestle themiel 

rctcr Stuyvcsant was at length roused to this kind of 
distruise, by wliich the Yankees were craftily aiming to su 
his dominions. lie was a man easily taken in, it is tru« 
;ri'«;a-hr;irt(.*d men are apt to be ; but if he once found it 
wrath was terrible. He now threw diplomacy to the do 
tcnuined to appear no more by ambassadors, but to re 
pri-von to the great council of the Amphyctions, bearin"" th 
ill niic hand and the olive branch in the other ; and givin 
their choice of sincere and honest peace, or oj)en and iron 

His privy councillors were astonished and dismayed w 
announced his determination. For once they ventured to 
strjitc. sriiinjr forth the rashness of venturing his sacred 
in the niitNt of a stranfre and barbarous people. They n: 
well have tried to turn a rustv weather-cock with a broken- 
belloNNs. In the fierv heart of the irou-headed Peter : 
thn»ne(l the five kinds of courage described by Aristotle, a 
the philosopher cnnnierated tive hundred more, I verily 
he would have possessed tlieni all. As to that better ] 
valor called discretion, it was too cold-blooded a virtue : 
tropical tenii)enunent. 

Sumnionin«r. therefore, to his presence his trusty fol 
Antonv Van Corlear, he commanded him to hold himself in 
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eiss to accompany him the following morning on this his hazard- 
enterprise. Now Antony the Trumpeter was by this time a 
3ittie stricken in years, yet by dint of keeping up a good heart, 
•nd having never known care or sorrow (having never been mar- 
ried), he was still a hearty, jocund, rubicund, gamesome wag, and 
of great capacity in the doublet. This last was ascribed to his 
living a jolly life on those domains at the Hook, which Peter 
Stuyvesant had granted to him for his gallantry at Fort Casimir. 

Be this as it may, there was nothing that more delighted An- 
tony than this command of the great Peter, for he could have 
followed the stout-hearted old governor to the world's end, with 
love and loyalty — and he moreover still remembered the frolick- 
ing, and dancing, and bundling, and other disports of the east 
country, and entertained dainty recollection of numerous kind 
and buxom lasses, whom he longed exceedingly again to en- 
counter. 

Thus then did this mirror of hardihood set forth, with no 
other attendant but his trumpeter, upon one of the most perilous 
enterprises ever recorded in the annals of knight-errantry. — For 
a single warrior to venture openly among a whole nation of foes 
—but, above all, for a plain downright Dutchman to think of ne- 
gotiating with the whole council of New-England ! — never was 
there known a more desperate undertaking ! — Ever since I have 
entered upon the chronicles of this peerless but hitherto uncele- 
brated chieftain, has he kept me in a state of incessant action and 
anxiety with the toils and dangers he is constantly encountering — 
Oh ! for a chapter of the tranquil reign of Wouter Van Twiller, 
that I might repose on it as on a feather bed ! 

Is it not enough, Peter Stuyvesant, that I have once already 
rescued thee from the machinations of these terrible Amphiety- 
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.' on*, hy }-nn::\:\\s tin? jiower? of witchcraft to thinf aM? — hr. 
fiiiHiL:]!. I i Jilt I iiavr lollowo^l the*? undaunted. lik»^ ti iTiar; 
'|.irl:. iiiti* tlu* ;iiid>t of tlio horrid battle of Fort Chri=U-- 
r!.;tr I ]iavf 1 If. 'I'll jiiil incL-?:*antly to my trump> lu kt:t.'p :hec 
M::d -<iim'l — !n>w wanliiiir off with my single pen ilu: ?liow»-: 
<!.r-tapl Mows that fi.*ll upon thy rear — now narrowly slii':i< 
It:- ♦• tVoin :i d'-adlv tliru-it. bv ji mere tobacco-box — noi;^ 'u 
liiv •l.iiiiirlt-- •'kull with adamant, when even thv stiilil-'-'ni 
I'l :iv.i' !a»l"tl To r»-««isr th«* sword of the stout Ki^injfh — anJ 
i!(»t nnn-ly bi'iiiLrinir th**e off alive, but triumphant. I'ri.'Li 
rl Ml I'll*-; or" th"^- p;^antir Swede, by the desperate mean- ot* a 
irv -torn- |M»nh*? — Is not all this enough, but must thou 5ti 
I ihiiiu ;•>.'-' uun urw diniculties. and hazardin^r in headlong e 
l>ri-i< t]j\s*lr, thv innsiin.-ter, and thv historian? 

And now ih«* niddv-faced Aurora, like a buxom eh:ui 
iimid. jlraw-' asi<l«- tin* sable curtains of the night, :uid out bov 
tVniii lii^ ImmI tin- jollv n'd-hairt-d Phoebus, startled at l>einiroii 
-<» latr in th«' f'nibrar««s of Dame Thetis. With miuiv a st 
bov nath In* harne»(s his brazen-footed steeds, and whips. 
];i-Ii«s, and spl:i>h«s up the tirmamcnt, like a loitering coarh 
halt' :iii intiir behind his time. .Vnd now Ix'hold that im 
faini- and |.n»u. --, the li«'adstrong Peter, l)estriding a raw-h< 
switeh-tailec] cIimpl'. r. irallantlv arrayed in full re*nmenial?. 
braejnix on his thiirli that tmstv brass-hilted sword, which 
wroutrht sueli feartnl tlreds on the banks of the Delaware. 

lielioM hard alh r liini hi< doughty trumpeter, Van Cor 
mounted on a broken-winded, wall-eyed, calico mare; his f 
pcjttle, whieh had laid low th<'. mighty Kisingh, slung under 
aj-ni ; and his trumpet di-j)layed vauntingly in his right h 
df^corated with a jror^reous bamier. on which is emblazoned 
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beaver of the Manhattoes. See them proudly issuing out 
of the dty gate, like an iron-clad hero of yore, with his faithful 
■quire at his heels ; the populace following with their eyes, and 
shouting many a parting wish and hearty cheering — Farewell, 
Hardkoppig Piet ! Farewell, honest Antony ! — Pleasant be 
your wayfaring — prosperous your return ! The stoutest hero 
that ever drew a sword, and the worthiest trumpeter that ever 
trod shoe-leather ! 

Legends are lamentably silent about the events that befell 
our adventurers in this their adventurous travel, excepting the 
Stayvesant manuscript, which gives the substance of a pleasant 
little heroic poem, written on the occasion by Dominie -ZEgidius 
liuyck,* who appears to have been the poet-laureat of New- 
Amsterdam. This inestimable manuscript assures us, that it was 
a rare spectacle to behold the great Peter and his loyal follower 
hailing the morning sun, and rejoicing in the clear countenance 
of nature, as they pranced it through the pastoral scenes of Bloe- 
men Dael ; which, in those days, was a sweet and rural valley, 
beautified with many a bright wild-flower, refreshed by many a 
pure streamlet, and enlivened here and there by a delectable 
little Dutch cottage, sheltered under some sloping hill, and almost 
buried in embowering trees. 

Now did they enter upon the confines of Connecticut, where 
they encountered many grievous difficulties and perils. At one 
place they were assailed by a troop of country squires and militia 
colonels, who, mounted on goodly steeds, hung upon their rear 
for several miles, harassing them exceedingly with guesses and 

* This Luyck was moreover rector of the Latin School in Nieuw-Neder- 
lands, 1663. There are two pieces addressed to iGgidius Luyck in D. Selyifs 
MSS. of poesies, upon his marriage with Judith Isendoom. Old MS. 
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questions, morr especially the worthy Peter, whose silv€ 
lejr excited not u little marvel. At another place, ku 
renowned town of Stamford, they were set upon by a g 
^^nijrlity legion of church deacons, who imperiously demj 
tlKMu tive shillings, for traveling on Sunday, and threi 
carry them captive to a neighlK)ring church, whose steep 
above tlie trees; but these the valiant Peter put to 
littl«j difficulty, insomuch that they bestrode their canes 
loptMl oil* in horrible confusion, leaving their cocked ha* 
in tlic hurry of their flight. But not so easily did he esc 
the hands of a crafty man of Pyquag; who, with u 
perscv* rancr, and repeated onsets, fairly bargained hi 
liis goodly switch-tailed charger, leaving in place then 
lanous, foundered Narraganset pacer. 

But, maufrrc all these hardships, they pursued thei 
chcerilv aloiijr the course of the soft flowinnj Connectic 
gentle waves, says the song, roll through many a fertile 
sunny plain ; now refltcting the lofty spires of the busi 
and now tlie rural beauties of the humble hamlet ; no\ 
with the busy hum of commerce, and now with the cliee 
of Ww. peasant. 

At (fvcry town would Peter Stuyvesant, who was 
warlike; j)unctilio, order the sturdy Antony to sound a < 
sidutntion ; though the; niimuscript observes, that the in 
were tlirowii into great dismay when they heard of his a 
For the fame of his in con) parable achievements on the I 
had spread throughout the east country, and they drej 
he had come to take vciugeance on their manifold traasgi 

Hut tlie g()o<l P(.'t(.'r rode* through these towns with i 
aspect ; waving his hand with inexpressible majesty i 
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msion ; for he verily believed that the old clothes which these 
LSgenious people had thrust into their broken windows, and the 
Ibstoons of dried apples and peaches which ornamented the 
boots of their houses, were so many decorations in honor of his 
i^pproach ; as it was the custom in the days of chivalry to com- 
pliment renowned heroes by sumptuous displays of tapestry and 
gorgeous furniture. The women crowded to the doors to gaze 
upon him as he passed, so much does prowess in arms delight 
the gentle sex. The little children, too, ran after him in troops, 
stariDg with wonder at his regimentals, his brimstone breeches, 
and the silver garniture of his wooden leg. Nor must I omit 
to mention the joy which many strapping wenches betrayed at 
beholding the jovial Van Corlear, who had whilom delighted 
them so much with his trumpet, when he bore the great Peter's 
challenge to the Amphictyons. The kind-hearted Antony 
alighted from his calico mare, and kissed them all with infinite 
loving-kindness — and was right pleased to see a crew of little 
trumpeters crowding round him for his blessing ; each of whom 
he patted on the head, bade him be a good boy, and gave him 
a penny to buy molasses candy. 



CHAPTER V. 

HOW THE YANKEES SECRETLY SOUGHT THE AID OF THE BRITl 
CAIilNET IX THEIK HOSTILE SCHEMES AGAINST THE Mi 

HATTOES. 

St)\v Hj it hap}>f'nf.d that while the great and good Peter Sn 
\« -ant, loUowf.^l by his trusty squire, was making his ohival 
]»roifr<-.- through the oast country, a dark and direful scheme 
ujir jiL^ainst his bf-loved province, was forming in that nm^sery 
iiion-iruus projeots, the British Cabinet. 

Thi-. we are «onri(lentlv informed, was the result of the 2« 
Jn.-tiirMtioiis of the great council of the league; who, finding th< 
>«.'lv<s toiallv in("oiin>etent to vie in arms with the heavr-ster 
warriors of tlic; Manliattoes and their iron-headed commaiu 
>f]\t emissaries to the British government, setting forth in eloqu 
h\i\'^un'^(- the wonders and delights of this delicious little Dn 
Canaan, and injj)loring that a force might be sent out to invad 
];y s<a, while tliey should co-operate by land. 

'] ln'.-e emissaries arrived at a (critical juncture, just as 
r>iiti.-h Lion wa.s b«'ginning to bristle up his mane and wag 
tail ; for we are assured by the anonymous writer of the St 
\ e.>an( manuscrij>t, that the astounding victoiy of Peter St 
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2Uit at Fort Christina, had resounded throughout Europe ; and 
annexation of the territory of New- Sweden had awakened 
jealousy of the British cabinet for their wild lands at the 
th. This jealousy was brought to a head by the representa- 
is of Lord Baltimore, who declared that the territory thus 
lexed, lay ^vithin the lands granted to him by the British crown, 
I he claimed to be protected in his rights. Lord Sterling, 
>ther British subject, claimed the whole of Nassau or Long 
uid, once the Ophir of William the Testy, but now the kitchen- 
'den of the Manhattoes, which he declared to be British terri- 
Y by the right of discovery, but unjustly usurped by the Neder- 
ders. 

The result of all these rumors and representations was a sud- 
i zeal on the part of his majesty Charles the Second, for the 
3ty and well-being of his transatlantic possessions, and espe- 
Uy for the recovery of the New-Netherlands, which Yankee 
ic had, somehow or other, proved to be a continuity of the 
ritory taken possession of for the British crown by the Pil- 
Qtts, when they landed on Plymouth rock, fugitives from British 
)ression. All this goodly land, thus wrongfully held by the ^ 
tchmen, he presented, in a fit of affection, to his brother the 
ke of York : a donation truly royal, since none but great sov- 
igns have a right to give away what does not belong to them, 
at this munificent gift might not be merely nominal, his majesty 
ered that an armament should be straightway dispatched to 
ade the city of New- Amsterdam by land and water, and put 
brother in complete possession of the premises. 
Thus critically situated are the affairs of the New-Nederland- 
, While the honest burghers are smoking their pipes in sober 
urity, and the privy councillors are snoring in the council 
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diamber ; while Peter the Headstrong is undauntedly makin 
way through the east country in the confident hope by h( 
words and manly deeds to bring the grand council to teniLNa 
tile fleet is sweeping like a thunder cloud across the Atlantic, 
to rattle a storm of war about the ears of the dozing Ne<ld 
ers, and to put the mettle of their governor to the trial 

But come wliat may, I here pledge my veracity, that ii 
warlike conflicts and doubtful perplexities, he will ever * 
himself like a gallant, noble-minded, obstinate old cavalier.— 
ward then to the charge ! Shine out, propitious stars, on 
renowned city of the Manhattoes; and the blessing of St^ 
las go with thee — honest Peter Stuyvesant, 



CHAPTER VI. yJ 

OF PETER STUTVESANT's EXPEDITION INTO THE EAST COUN- 
TRY, SHOWING THAT, THOUGH AN OLD BIRD, HE DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND TRAP. 

Great nations resemble great men in this particular, that their 
greatness is seldom known until they get in trouble ; adversity, 
therefore, has been wisely denominated the ordeal of tru0 great- 
ness, which, like gold, <ian never receive its real estimation until 
it has passed through the furnace. In proportion, therefore, as a 
nation, a community, or an individual (possessing the inherent 
quality of greatness) is involved in perils and misfortunes, in pro- 
portion does it rise in grandeur — and even when sinking under 
calamity, makes, like a house on fire, a more glorious display than 
ever it did in the fairest period of its prosperity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming with population 
and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of nations, has vege- 
tated through a succession of drowsy ages ; and were it not for 
its internal revolution, and the subversion of its ancient govern- 
ment by the Tartars, might have presented nothing but a dull 
detail of monotonous prosperity. Pompeii and Herculaneum 
might have passed into oblivion, with a herd of their contempo- 
raries, had they not been fortunately overwhelmed by a volcano. 
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The* renowned city of Troy acquired celebrity only from is « 
vr:irs* distress, and final conflagration — Paris rose in imponaff 
l»v tin* plots and massacres which ended in the exaltation ot ^^ 
j„,l,.on — an<l fvon the mighty London has skulked throagt'Je 
iM'inrds o\' time, ceh'brated for nothing of moment exceprio2''ia 
J)1:ijj:ii<', the great fire, and Guy Faux's gunpowder plot! Tte 
iiti»< and empires creep along, enlarging in silent obseuriiv. 'O- 
tlj«v burst fcn'ib in some tremendous calamity — and snatch. K" 
\\*'Vi\ inum»rtality from the explosion I 

TIm'. above principle being admitted, my reader will pis: 
jxTcftive that tluj city of New-Amsterdam and its depeti 
])njvince arc on the high road to greatness. Dangers and k-? 
til s thn-awn from everv' side, and it is reallv a matter of a? 
i-liMHiit. how so small a state has been able, in so shoil a tim 
(iitau'fle it.-«'lf in so ni:uiy dilliculties. Ever since the pw^ 
WMS fir>t taken by tlu? nose, at the Fort of Good IIoim*. ii 
tran<iuil days of Wouter Van Twilh»r, has it bticn ;:r»l 
iur'na-inir in historic im]K>rtance ; and never could it have 1 
iiion* ap}»ropriate cliicfiain to conduct it to the pinnacle of 
(l«'Mr than Peter Sfuvvesant. 

This truly headstrong hero having successfully effects 
rlarin;!- proirres< tliroujrh the east country, girded up his loi 
lie fippronched Boston, and prepared for the grand onslau'^h 
the Ani}>liicytons, wliich was to be the crowning acbievemt? 
the eampaiLm. Throwing Antony Van Corlear, who. wi! 
e.'ilico mare, formed his escort and army, a little in the ad' 
Jiiil hidfhng him be of stout heart and great wind ; he j 
}i Jiseir firmly in his saddle, cocked his hat more fiorcelvov 
hi'; eye, summoned all the heroism of his soul into his 
tenance, and, with one arm akimbo, the hand resting on the 
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tJtel of his sword, rode into the great metropolis of the league, 
-4^tonj sounding his trumpet hefore him in a manner to electrify 
^e whole community. 

Never was there such a stir in Boston as on this occasion ; 
never such a hurrying hither and thither about the streets ; such 
popping of heads out of windows ; such gathering of knots in 
market-places. Peter Stuyvesant was a straightforward man, 
and prone to do every thing above board.* He would have ridden 
at once to the great council-house of the league and sounded a 
parley ; but the grand council knew the mettlesome hero they 
had to deal with, and were not for doing things in a hurry. On 
the contrary they sent forth* deputations to meet him on the way ; 
to receive him in a style befitting the great potentate of the Man- 
hattoes, and to multiply all kinds of honors, and ceremonies, and 
formalities, and other courteous impediments in his path. Solemn 
banquets were accordingly given him, equal to thanksgiving 
feasts. Complimentary speeches were made him, wherein he was 
entertained wdth the surpassing virtues, long sufferings, and 
achievements of the Pilgrim Fathers ; and it is even said he was 

treated to a sight of Plymouth Rock, that great comer-stone of 

"^ III 

Yankee empire. V 

will not detain my readers by recounting the endless devices 
by which time was wasted, and obstacles and delays multiplied to 
the infinite annoyance of the impatient Peter. Neither will I 
fatigue them by dwelling on his negotiations with the grand coun- 
cil, when he at length brought them to business. Suffice it to I 
say, it was like most other diplomatic negotiations ; a great deal! 
was said and very little don e ; one c onversation led to luiuthei ;l 
one conference bfigOt misunderstandmgs which it took a dozem 

conferences to explain, at the end of which both parties found 

18 1 



jio HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 



I 



tliein.-t'lves just whore they liad begun, but ten times lt-« iitb 
to (-01 no to an agn.ement. 

Ill the midst of the.se perplexities which bewildered die Iraia 
and iin:<'n.sed the ire ol* honest Peter, he received private inic-- 
<:.in<- of* the dark eon.-iiiracy matured in the Briti>li cabiLcL 
with the a^toumlin;^ fact that a British squadron was alreaiiyca 
tl:«' way to invade New-Anibterdam by sea; and that tht srasd 
(•(•uinil of Aniphietyoii.'f, wlule thus beguiling him with subilcdci. 
wen* ariually prepared to co-operate by land I 

Oh ! how did the sturdy old warrior rage and roar, wLen t« 
i'ouinl hini>('lt' thus entrapped, like a lion in the hunters toil* 
Now di<l lie draw Iiis trusty sword, and determine to break ia 
uj)Oii the council of the Amphictyons and put every mother ss^-' 
fil" tluiii to deatli. Now did he resolve to fi^ht his wav throuib 
out all tli(! refrjons of the east, and to lay waste Connecticut river 

Ciallant, ]>ut unfortunate Peter! Did I not enter with?* 
forebodings on this ill-starred expedition? Did I not treinbi 
when I saw thee, with no other counselor than thine own bes"! 
jio otln r armor hut an honest tongue, a spotless conscience, an 
a ni-ty sword ; no other protector hut St. Nicholas, and no oiLt 
alirndnnt l,ut a trumj)eter — did I not tremble when I beheld th-. 
Iliu- -ally lortli to contend with all the knowing powers of N'' 
Kn;iland r 

It wa< a long time before the kind-hearted expostulations (. 
Antony \'an Corh^ar, aided by the soothing melody of his trun 
pet, could lower tli(i sjnrits of Peter Stuyvesant from their waj 
lik«' jind vindictive; tone, and prevent his making widows an 
orphans of half the poj>ulation of Boston. With great difficuir 
h«' was prevailed upon to bottle up his wrath for the present; 1 
<'onc«'al from tiie council liis knowledge of their machinatioiui^ 
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*2r effecting his escape, to be able to arriv e in time for the salva- 
of the Manhattoes. 

The latter suggestion awakened a new ray of hope in his 
>in ; he forthwith dispatched a secret message to his council- 
at New- Amsterdam, apprising them of their danger, and 
^»nimanding them to put the city in a posture of defence ; prom- 
Ssing to come as soon as possible to their assistance. This done, 
lie felt marvelously relieved, rose slowly, shook himself like a 
phinoceros, and issued forth from his den, in much the same man- 
ner as Giant Despair is described to have issued from Doubting 
Castle, in the chivalric history of the Pilgrim's Progress. 

And now much does it grieve me that I must leave the 
gallant Peter in this imminent jeopardy ; but it behooves us to 
hurry back and see what is going on at New- Amsterdam, for 
greatly do I fear that city is already in a turmoil. Such was 
ever the fate of Peter Stuyvesant ; while doing one thing with 
lieart and soul, he was too apt to leave every thing else at sixes 
and sevens. While, like a potentate of yore, he was absent 
attending to those things in person which in modem days are 
trusted to generals and ambassadors, his little territory at home 
was sure to get in an uproar; — all which was owing to that 
uncommon strength of intellect, which induced him to trust to 
nobody but himself, and which had acquired him the renowned 
appellation of Peter the Headstrong. 



HOW THE PEOPLE OF NEW-AJC3TERDAJC ITEKE 
A «:rREAT PANIC, BT THE NEWS OF THE Tl 
VasImN. and THE KAXNER IX WHICH TI 

THEili ELVES. 

There ii no ?i;zlit more truly intereatmg to a ph 
oommuniLV. where everv individual has a voice i 
whfTe everv in«lividual ct^naiders himself the Atl 
an 1 where everv imlividual thinks it his dutv U. 
tV'T the ir'»l of his countrv — I saj. there is not] 
K<[n-y to a philosopher than sach a commnnity in 
• •: war. Such ch^mor of tongues — such patriot it 
rinnin;! hither aR»l rhither — every bodv in a hoi 
in trouble — evr-ry IxkIv in the way. and every b< 
hi- nf-i-'hln-jr — who i> husilv emnloved in doincr 
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tunate, catches up an anonymous chamber utensil, and gallants 
it off with an air of as much self-importance as if he had rescued 
a pot of monej — there another throws looking-glasses and china 
oat of the window, to save them from the flames — whilst those 
who can do nothing else run up and down the streets, keeping 
up an incessant cry of ^ire ! Fire ! Fire ! 

" When the news arrived at Sinope," says Lucian — ^though I 
own the story is rather trite — " that Philip was about to attack 
them, the inhabitants were thrown into a violent alarm. Some 
ran to furbish up their arms ; others rolled stones to build up the 
walls — every body, in short, was employed, and every body in 
the way of his neighbor. Diogenes alone could find nothing to 
do-— whereupon, not to be idle when the welfare of his coimtry 
was at stake, he tucked up his robe, and fell to rolling his tub 
with might and main up and down the Gymnasium." In like 
manner did every mother's son in the patriotic community of 
New- Amsterdam, on receiving the missives of Peter StuyvesantA 
busy himself most mightily in putting things in confusion, and 
assisting the general uproar. " Every man " — saith the Stuyve- 
sant manuscript — " flew to arms !" — by which is meant, that not 
one of our honest Dutch citizens would venture to church or to 
market without an old-fashioned spit of a sword dangling at his 
side, and a long Dutch fowling-piece on his shoulder — ^nor would 
he go out of a night without a lantern ; nor turn a Corner without 
first peeping cautiously round, lest he should come imawares upon 
a British army ; — and we are informed that StoffelBrinkerhoff, 
who was considered by the old women almost as brave a man as 
the governor himself, actually had two one-pound swivels mount- 
ed in his entry, one pointing out at the front door, and the other 
at the back. 
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^ the offensive. Songs were manufactured in Low Dut(^ and 
ing about the streets, wherein the English were most wofully 
eaten, and shown no quarter ; and popular addresses were made, 
'herein it was proved to a certainty that the fate of Old 
iDgland depended upon the will of the New-Amsterdammers. 

Finally, to strike a violent blow at the very vitals of Great ^ 
►ritian, a multitude of the wiser inhabitants assembled, and 
aving purchased all the British manufactures they could find, 
ley made thereof a huge bonfire ; and, in the patriotic glow 
F the moment, every ma» present, who had a hat or breeches 
f English workmanship, pulled it off, and threw it into the 
ames — to the irreparable detriment, loss, and ruin, of the 
English manufacturers. In commemoration of this great exploit, 
ley erected a pole on the spot, with a device on the top intended 
> represent the province of Nieuw-Nederlands destroying 
Treat Britain^ under the similitude of an JSagk picking the 
ittle Islan d of Old England out^ofjth§^g][pb§j but either through 
lie unskillfulness of the sculptor, or his ill-timed waggerj, it 
ore a striking resemblance to a goose, vainly striving to get 
lold oi' a dumplingT "* 



CHAPTER Vm. 

U«»W THK r;KAM> COUNCIL OP THE XEW-XETHERLANDs WIK 
MIlCAr rLi»i:.SLY GIFTED WITH LONG TONGUES K THE 

Mom KM fty EMERGENCY SHOWING THE VALUE OF WORM 

IN WAKKAKE. 

It will iK.ed but little penetration in any ooe conversant withle 
\\M\s ot' that wi<e but windy potentate, the sovereign people.:: 
(li.-«)\« r that notwithstanding all the warlike bluster and bitTir 
of ill" last chjiptor, the city of New- Amsterdam was not awl:: 
iiioi«' ]jrfpan*d lor war than before. The privy councilor- o: 
1*» i« r Sriiyvcriaut were aware of this; and, having receive^llii? 
pri\;it^' onlors to put the city in an immediate posture of detena. 
t'lfv called a nic(ftin;r of the oldest and richest bur«rhers to as?i?i 
tlioin with their wisrlom. These were that order of citizens con;- 
jiionly tf-rrned ** men of the greatest weight in the communiiv;"* 
tlnlr wri;:lit bciiig e>tiinatc?d by the heaviness of their heads and 
of tln-ir purses. Their wisdom in fact is apt to be of a ponder- 
ous kind, and to hang like a millstone round the neck of the com- 
iininity. 

Two things w<*re uiiauiniously determined in this assembly of 
voiicnihhs : First, that the city required to be put in a state of 
(li'lcncr; jiiid Sf'cond, that, as the danger was imminent, there 
should be no time lost: which points being settled, the j fell to 
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^^oaking long speeches and belaboring one another in endless and 
Lxitemperate disputes. For about this time was this unhappy city 
Brst visited by that talking endemic, so prevalent in this country, 
^ind which so invariably evinces itself, wherever a number of 
^wise men assemble together ; breaking out in long, windy speeches ; 
<3aused, as physicians suppose, by the foul air which is ever gene- 
rated in a crowd. Now it was, moreover, that they first intro- 
duced the ingenious method of measuring; the merits of an 
harangue by the hour-glass ; he being considered the ablest orator ^ 
who spoke longest on a question. For which excellent invention, 
it is recorded, w e are indebted to the sam e profound Cutch critic 
who judged of books by their size. 

This sudden passion for endless harangues, so little consonant 
with the customary gravity and taciturnity of our sage forefathers, 
was supposed by certain philosophers to have been imbibed, together 
with divers others barbarous propensities, from their savage neigh- 
bors ; who were peculiarly noted for long talks and council Jlres, 
and never undertook any affair of the least importance, without 
previous debates and harangues among their chiefs and old men. 
But the real cause was, that the people, in electing their repre- 
sentatives to the grand council, were particular in choosing them 
for their talents at talking, without inquiring whether they pos- 
sessed the more rare, difficult, and ofttimes important talent of 
holding their tongues. The consequence was, that this delibera- 
tive body was composed of the most loquacious men in the com- 
munity. As they considered themselves placed there to talk, 
every man concluded that his duty to his constituents, and, what 
is more, his popularity with them, required that he should 
harangue on every subject, whether he understood it or not. 

There was an ancient mode of burying a chieflain, by every sol- 

18* 



n, HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 



tVif.v tlin»\viiiL' lii- >lii«'M full of earth on the coq)se. until a miiiiy 
lunii!!-! u;i- toniK.'l; so \vln,-in.-ver a question was brouglii turwari 
ill ihi' :u— tinl,ly, fvi.-rv inc-mber presc^ing forward to throw on Li 
«i:::i:i!i:ii of \vi-«loiii, the* ?ul»ject was.quickly buried under amoua- 
lain nt words. 

W.- an- told, tliat di^ciI^le5 on entering the school of Pytlac":- 
I'a-. w n: for two vfjirs enjoined silence, and forbidden either :o 
a k •}':■ -ri.»!i-. or make remarks. After they had thii* aoq'iirrl 
iIk- Ij.«~tiiija!»i«' art ot' lioMin^r their tonirues, thev were jfradoallj 
]Mii.iirr« .1 to make imiuiries, and finally' to communicate their o»n 
iipiiiiou^. 

With what a Ijenefioial effect could this wise regulation 
«■•" 1''. thajora-i he introdiic<Ml in motlem le^rislative bo^lies — and 
hov, V, ')rnl< rt'ully w«juhl it have tended to expedite business intU 
^'iMJi'l •oiim-il of tlw* ^lanliattoes I 

At thi- jjcrilous jiiiiciiire the fat.al word economy, the stnm- 
Miii'^-hlo<k of William the Testv, had been once more set arioai. 
a('«oirliii;_r to which the r-In-apest phui of defence was insisted upon 
a- (!;<• h«'-f ; it b<;in;r drcnicd a great stroke of i)olicy in fiimi^Ii- 
iiiL: p<)'\(l('r to ccoiKjmizi* in hall. 

Tiiu- <li.l daiin' Wisdom (whom the wags of antiquity ha\»: 
hii:!:oion-lv |n i>oiiifi d a< a woman) seem to take a mischievous 
j»l'a-iii" i;i jihiii;.'^ th<' vcncrahhf councilors of Xew-Am>t«.'nluin. 
To a-i'l to tin- confu-iioii, th«' old factions of Short Pipes and IxMiL' 
J*ijK-. which had Ixcn ahno-t stranLded by the herculean *rra*p 
(.i" pel' r Stuy\<.-ani. iu)w sprang uj) with tenfold vigor. What- 
f'V^r wa- ])r(i])(tr('<\ by a Short Pipe was op])Osed by the whole 
trih»* of Loii;.^ l*i}><-.-. wh(j, like ti'iic partisans, deemed it their tir.-l 
<liit y to rtl'cct the downfall of their rivals ; their second to 
elevate themselves, an<l their third, to consult the public good; 
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though many left the third consideration out of question alto- 
gether. 

In this great collision of hard heads it is astonishing the num- 
V)er of projects that were struck out ; projects which threw the 
ivind-mill system of William the Testy completely in the back- 
ground. These were almost uniformly opposed by the " men of 
the greatest weight in the community !'* your weighty men, though 
slow to devise, being always great at " negativing." Among these 
were a set of fat, self-important old burghers, who smoked their 
pipes, and said nothing except to negative every plan of defence 
proposed. These were that class of " conservatives," who, having 
amassed a fortune, button up their pockets, shut their mouths, 
sink, as it were, into themselves, and pass the rest of their lives in 
the indwelling beatitude of conscious wealth ; as some phlegmatic f 
oyster, having swallowed a pearl, closes its shell, sin ks in t he I 
mud, and devotes the rest of itslif e jo . Ibfi,. C Q] ;^gprvfl.t^nn nf ita I 

jim^^Mfc^pM — MW'i 1*1' ' ■ " ** -TV I I, 111 i<r--»iifir na^— i«t*<afc.**,^*W> ■ 

treasure. Every plan of defence seemed to these worthy old J 
gentlemen pregnant with ruin. An armed force was a legion of 
locusts, preying upon the public property — to fit out a naval arma- 
ment was to throw their money into the sea — to build fortifica- 
tions was to bury it in the dirt. In short, they settled it as a 
sovereign maxim, so long as their pockets were full, no matter 
how much they were drubbed. — A kick left no scar — a broken 
head cured itself — but an empty purse was of all maladies the 
slowest to heal, and one in which nature did nothing for the 
patient. 

Thus did this venerable assembly of sages lavish away that 
time which the urgency of affairs rendered invaluable, in empty 
brawls and long-winded speeches, without ever agreeing, except 
on the point with which they started, namely, that there was no 
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time to be lost, and delaj was minoiis. At length. St 
taking compassion on their distracted situation, and : 
preserve them from anarch j, so ordered, that in the mi 
of their most noisy debates on the subject of fortificati< 
fence, when they had nearly fallen to loggerheads in cc 
of not being able to convince each other, the question w 
settled by the sudden entrance of a messenger, who 
them that a hostile fleet had arrived, and was actually 
up the bay ! 



CHAPTER IX. 



IK WHICH THE TROUBLES OF NEW-AMSTERDAM APPEAR TO 

THICKEN SHOWING THE BRAVERY, IN TIME OF PERIL, OP 

A PEOPLE WHO DEFEND THEMSELVES BY RESOLUTIONS. 



Like as an assemblage of belligerent cats, gibbering and cater- 
wauling ; eyeing one another with hideous grimaces and contor- 
tions ; spitting in each other's faces, and on the point of a general 
clapper-clawing, are suddenly put to scampering rout and confu- 
sion by the appearance of a house-dog ; so was the no less vo- 
ciferous council of New-Amsterdam amazed, astounded, and totally 
dispersed, by the sudden arrival of the enemy. Every member 
waddled home as fast as his short legs could carry him, wheezing as 
he went with corpulency and terror. Arrived at his castle, he bar- 
ricadoed the street-door, and buried himself in the cider-cellar, 
without venturing to peep out, lest he should have his head car- i 
ried off by a cannon ball. I 

The sovereign people crowded into the market-place, herding 
together with the instinct of sheep, who seek safety in each other's 
company, when the shepherd and his dog are absent, and the 
wolf is prowling round the fold. Far from finding relief, how- 
ever, they only increased each other's terrors. Each man looked 
ruefully in his neighbor's face, in. search of encouragement, but 
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■ '• •'»:"'];*. iv "\v^i}K-2:on<? ImcrarDenif a confirmanoy. nf li? "»i 

N •. li w*.'T>l iJ'.'W was lo h*r b*-ard oi (^-.ni-jU'^-riiir •"▼?«£ 

•:••.: \\-ii:-«:!i ljvij}*T*:'ned iLe «r*-u*rral xrKK«iii I'T '"^-•^' ■'• 
- . ' . .■.:.".■:.::: 1- «- i r 1 iiV.-. au J oallin 2 for prriiecti c-u cin S - Niciii-i? 

' » .. j..,-.. .i'l :Ij«:v r^wail the ab^eDCr of ihr liic-Lt-irr: 
['■•■■'. -:ir:'i }.'.w 'li'J iLfrv ]ong for iLe w-mf-i-rdiij i-TrrrZ:-^ 
'■: A ■''..■.■. \';i;. ('^rl'-ar! Inderrd a :rk»<:»mT uc-.'rnairjrv iro: 

• '.:■.: «-'i -i !»'••- tl.«- a'iir.'uii.;: m'r=i?aie from iLe :roven!':»r. Trhii'-- 
! . . . J . ■_' ' : I L' a ! I V ! I J n li*. r ! i» lin;f ■? of hh safei v. Mac v a frar:'^ -x--- 

■ ■ • •;- v-:i' lin/aiti-'i a- lo what had befallen liim and Li? *;'*. 
■ . ■ . . I ' . H a* i 1 1 . • • V nut iK-en devoure«i ai i vt? b v the canLir.«al? :* 

M;ii :!• I.i-.nl ait'l < ajM- C *><1 ? — Had th*.-y not be*rn puttoiLe q-r*- 
•.\-K. I.. il;«- ;_'na: •■«,uiiril of Am|ihij.-iyons ? — Had ihev no: '•rr■- 
-.:.•.•l.•■li• 1 in ni;i«,:.~ ]»y ih*.- tcrriblt; men of Pvqnac^ — la '»i* 
i,:i:-i i.t' tl.l- •■•.ii-i«niati(i:! and i>eq>lexity. when horror, iikr a 
II, _'l.!'. !i:L'lit;iiar»-. -a: lin»oiliii;: uiK>n the litttle. fat, plethurio rlij 

.: .N' .-Arji t« nlaiii. ili»- <ars of thf nuihitude were fuddriilf 
-iji;!- .1 liv iln- ili-iaiit -uiiiid of a tnimiH.-t — it approii'^Le'l — •• 

■I. . Liiil- r ainl Iniuli r — and now it nsounded at the dtv ^v. 
1 ii I ■'.1.11. loiiM Mut Im- mistaken in the well-known H>und — a 

:. . 1: ..t l..\ liiir-i t'roiii tli<-ir lij)S. as the gallant Peter, coverei 
. i'li ii ;. aiil fMlluw.rl ]>y hi- faithful trumpeter, came gall«ipinff 

i;..i ilii- rualk«-l-j»lar«-. 

1 lit- ilr-t irari-|»uri- lA' xUo jwipiilaoe having subsided, they 
_■ iil.f iiil inunil till- IiuiH-.-t Antonv, a? he dismounted, over- 
»• In liiiiiij liiiii uiih L'Tittlri;/- and conjrratulations. In breathlf?? 

Ill- 111- nlai«-d ii> ilicni tiic niarvidoiis adventures throu'^ib 
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h the old governor and himself had gone, in making their 
»e from the clutches of the terrible Amphictyons. Bat 
jh the Stujvesant manuscript, with its customary minnte- 
where any thing touching the great Peter is concerned, is 
particular as to the incidents of this masterly retreat, the 

of the public affairs will not allow me to indulge in a 
recital thereof. Let it suffice to say, that, while Peter 
vesant was anxiously revolving in his mind how he could 
i good his escape with honor and dignity, certain of the 

sent out for the conquest of the Manhattoes touched at 
3astem ports to obtain supplies, and to call on the grand 
3il of the league for its promised co-operation. Upon hear- 
)f this, the vigilant Peter, perceiving that a moment's delay 

fatal, made a secret and precipitate decampment ; though 
I did it grieve his lofty soul to be obliged to turn his back 

upon a nation of foes. Many hair-breadth 'scapes and 
•s perilous mishaps did they sustain, as they scoured, without 
i of trumpet, through the fair regions of the east. Already 
the country in an uproar with hostile preparation, and they 

obliged to take a large circuit in their flight, lurking along 
igh the woody mountains of the Devil's backbone ; whence 
raliant Peter sallied forth one day like a lion, and put to 
a whole legion of squatters, consisting of three generations 

prolific family, who were already on their way to take 
ission of some corner of the New-Netherlands. Nay, the 
iul Antony had great difficulty, at sundry times, to prevent 
in the excess of his wrath, from descending down from the 
itains, and falling, sword in hand, upon certain of the 
;r-towns, who were marshaling forth their draggle-tailed 
a. 



Tbo UrM ntovetaml of the gt mff a w, >« r 
r||i^ wju lo niauiH tiie roof, wbtnve W wwiiJwplMirf viA fl 
|At{MM-i Itic hwlilr diokitfvn. Tb>« bad alnadv n 
T tn Itic l«v, and i3iUM>ile>l at r«i> «li)iat frifatea. Iwnng mI 
« Juliil JfMtdj'O, p^U iafnTBU lU. - itirvo ItuB 
<Ub-" llxving toltcn ihb Mirvt^r, bn m bhoself i 
an pjiirlli* In llw cHinttiaBiliT, Acmaa^nig 
Ktiflinring III the burW' wltliAut ulftshung pfrnMu p 
^ «> lo Jo. Thi* liill^r w »iiuH>H in die mul ^ 
' «urt>-nua I'Titi^ ttuiuxb I li«v(> It rrota nndoobt'-il mtikBti^ft 
I li-vlli wi-rt! cliui'ljf^'I, aiul lie hail a blUt^r astnlnui^ ;^ M^ J 
t TiMigd all llie wliili- lip wrolo. Ilnving <liBpaicbp>I liii lefie. ' 
B jrrloi Pt'lcr MumfKil lo and fru alutit ilir town iritbaoM , 
\ WHT-bclukcnlnf; conntenimcc, KU tiondi itirmr [aiu tiB 1m«te i| 

\ pnokrU, nad wliiiitliniE a Low t)utt4i paalm-tun'}, wliirh bnR w 
-"^ wiioll rnw-mbliitiii' Ui llic tnuiilc of u nnrlluiaM >rin<l, fha » | 

IKtorm ia brtiwing. The vpi-y ilng« as tli«y tiyi!4l (urn ^AbI 
nWHv in ilinmRy; wliiU' till th« old itnil ugly women iJ Nr*- 
AniitenlMH ran howluif; at him }uitile, iiajiluring lUm to mn (>■« 
iVoni munUir, robbcrj', anJ pililpn* mmhmvui ! 

The reply of C^uloiitil Nliihola, wlio L-uiumuni]») die imiAni , 
was PouohiHl in icruiK or togiml i-onrh^sy witii iL« leilor of ill 
govtirnort ilrdnring t)io rigitt Mid lUle af hia BrUUIi ilajtajlu 
the [H'oviuM! ; whcru hi- otRrmeA tlie Dutch to lie imtre niu^ 
)o[ivn ; ADil domaridin}; ihal llm town, fort^ vtc^ almnld tn ivA 
with render»<1 into his mt^wty's obcdienoo and iHtKtwtion: pn»> 
tiUijc, ttl tlic naini* tinip, Kfit, trbcTty, e^tuUs «vl fiM> tnae,^ 
ev«ry Ditli'li iletilitiin who aLoiiliI readily eubinll to hit i 
ynvuriinirni. 

PM»i- StiiyreuMit rcail over tlus friendly e 
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leh harmony of aspect as we may suppose a crusty farmer reads 
le loving letter of John Stiles, warning him of an action of 
jectment. He was not, however, to be taken by surprise ; but, 
irusting the summons into his breeches pocket, stalked three 
mes across the room, took a pinch of snuff with great vehe- 
lence, and then, loftily waving his hand, promised to send an 
iswer the next morning. He now summoned a general meeting 
: his privy councilors and burgomasters, not to ask their advice, 
»r, confident in his own strong head, he needed no man's counsel, 
at apparently to give them a piece of his mind on their late 
raven conduct: 

His orders being duly promulgated, it was a piteous sight to 
ehold the late valiant burgomasters, who had demolished the 
rhole British empire in their harangues, peeping ruefully out of 
beir hiding places ; crawling cautiously forth ; dodging through 
tarrow lanes and alleys ; starting at every little dog that barked ; 
aistaking lamp-posts for British grenadiers ; and, in the excess 
•f their panic, metamorphosing pumps into formidable soldiers, 
eveling blunderbusses at their bosoms ! Having, however, in 
lespite of numerous perils and difficulties of the kind, arrived 
afe, without the loss of a single man, at the hall of assembly, 
hey took their seats, and awaited in fearful silence the arrival of 
he governor. In a few moments the wooden leg of the intrepid 
Peter was heard in regular and stout-hearted thumps upon the 
itaircase. He entered the chamber, arrayed in full suit of regi- 
ncntals, and carrying his trusty toledo, not girded on his thigh, 
)ut tucked under his arm. As the governor never equipped 
limself in this portentous manner unless something of martial 
lature were working within his pericranium, his council regarded 
lim ruefully, as if they saw fire and sword in his iron coun- 
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t«MiMii'-«-. Jiiwl forgot to light their pipes in breathless as- 

Hi- fir- 1 Avonls wfro, to rate liis council soundlv lor bavisf 
\\M-:iil ill iilh* <l«rbat«; and party feud tlie time which shouM te 
],.-. I .li\i»ti-il to iHitiini; the city in a state of defenf»e. He wtf 
j..ir;i<ul:irly imlignant at those bniwlers wlio had di-grac«l iLe 
cmii -il- <»f th«* province" by enii)ty bickerings and -^'urriloa? 
i:.\' « ;i\«- si'jaiii.'jt an abicnt enemy. He now calk'd iijionth-a 
1-1 iiii!.«- _rni,:l ib»?ir words bv deed<, as th»; enemv tlurv hu-l 'l---' 
iwA di-riib-d was at thr- jr:»te. Finally, he informed them u:' •:•: 
ruiii!Mnn< \\i\ liad n.'.r(Mved to surrender, but conclnded bv r^y^rs:- 
\\vz ii» dit'i-Tnl tb(* province as long as Heaven was on his -i'lear.'! 
li'- had a w(K)d<n letr to stand upon; which warlike senU'RO-; Lt 
<i:i|i]ia-izrd liv a thwark with the flat of his sworrl upon iho la:!':*:. 
iliat <['iit<' clectrilicd liis auditors. 

riif privy councilors, who had long since been broajrht inj) 
a- jurt'ii'i di-<"ipline a< were ever the soldiers of the gn.'Ui Fn"!*:- 
ri.k. kn»*\v iIkm-c was no use in saviu'^ a word — so liirhUMl tL-L" 
jiijM-. aii<l -nioked away in silence, like fat and discreet couni'J-'rN 
llu: til*- liur;:o!iiastcrs. being inflated with considerable inijiona -•-■«; 
and xir-.-uiru-iency, accpiired at pojndar meetings, were noi ~"' 
easily -ati-lird. ^Mu-ti-ring up fresh spirit, when they found th^r-i 
Ava- -Mim* (.-liancr' of «'s«*aping from their present jeopartlv wiiLoti 
ila- di-aL'n*<'able alt^-rnativc of fighting, they requested a copy '.'t' 
iii»- .-Miiiinons to surrend^-r, that they might show it to a general 
nuM'tiii;/ nf tlif' peopb*. 

So in.«ol(tnt and mutinous a request would have been enough 
to li;iv«- n)us<'d till' irorg'j of the tnuiquil Van Twiller himsflf— 
what ilif-n must have been its cfTect uj)on the great Stuyvesanl. 
wlio was not only a Dutchman, a governor, and a valiant wooden- 
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tgged soldier to boot, but withal a man of the most stomachful 
nd gunpowder disposition ? He burst forth into a blaze of indig- 
afcion, — swore not a mother s son of them should see a syllable 
f it — that as to their advice or concurrence, he did not care a 
rhiff of tobacco for either — that they might go home, and go to 
ed like old women ; for he was determined to defend the colony 
imself, without the assistance of them or their adherents ! So 
lying, he tucked his sword under his arm, cocked his hat upon 
is head, and girding up his loins, stumped indignantly out of the 
ouncil-chamber — every body making room for him as he passed. 

No sooner was he gone than the busy burgomasters called a 
ublic meeting in front of the Stadt-house, where they appointed 
s chairman one Dofue Roerback, formerly a meddlesome mem- 
er of the cabinet during the reign of William the Testy, but 
icked out of office by Peter Stuyvesant on taking the reins of \ 
overnment. He was, withal, a mighty gingerbread baker in the 
ind, and reverenced by the populace as a man of dark know- 
3dge, seeing that he was the first to imprint New- Year cakes 
rith the mysterious hieroglyphics of the Cock and Breeches, and 
ueh like magical devices. 

This burgomaster, who still chewed the cud of ill-will against 
^eter Stuyvesant, addressed the multitude in what is called a 
>atriotic speech, informing them of the courteous summons which 
he governor had received, to surrender ; of his refusal to comply 
herewith, and of his denying the public even a sight of the sum- 
ions, which doubtless contained conditions highly to the horor 
nd advantage of the province. 

He tlien proceeded to speak of his Excellency in high-sound- 
ig terms of vituperation, suited to the dignity of his station ; com- ^ 
aring him to Nero, Caligula, and other flagrant great men of 
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V. p' ; :i--iirin^ the people that the histor}' of the worl»i -iiiax 
.i.:.:;t'.!! ;i ili:«iK)tir outrage t-qiial to the pre:*em. Tli:i:::»-ii 
1., ■. . i.i-.li-l ill WttLT-i of tire, on the blood-stained laVi-:! o: i-- 
;./\ ! 'I'lutt u^j? woulil roll back with sudden Lorror wLrf/ii:; I 
f:i.!i'- til \i«-\v it! Tliat the womb of time (by th*? way.yjT 
ti-.y •*'■.•- aii'l writers take rstranjre libertiei« with the womb o! ua. 
{].'■ :^li -••nil' wnulil fain liave us believe that time if an'/.'l;^> 
tl' i:i:iii — iliat tli».' womb of time, pregnant as it wa.-* \vi:ll■li^^- 
!!'■::■'.:-. wtMiM iu'vifr pro<luee a parallel enormity! — "xi-l a 
\:ii!' V iif «.itlnr hrart-rending, soul -stirring trojMrs antl lirir^ 
'.\i,i-!i I i*:iiin<»t enumi^rate ; neither, indf.'ed. n^ed I. I'.'r '!■:' 
\v. Pi- i.f tlur kind whicli even to the present dav form ihr rT^z 
• :' |"i.i!!:ir liaranL'in.'s and patriotic orations, and may be olaseti 
in :l.'tc.ii«- uinltr tin.- general title of Rk^marole. 

I": •• ii-ult Mt' tills >peeeh of the inspired burgomaster. wa= i 
11.' : .« 'i.i! ailiin':.s«;d to tli<* jrovernor. remonstratinir in ir«"n>l p>ui.'i 
■ • ::i.- mi hi- ronduct. It was proposed that Dofue Rotrl'a'i 
1.. Ill -'If -In mid bt* the bearer of this memorial, but this he warilj 
■]'•■ 1: n .1. liavinir no inclination of coming again within kicking 
'':>?:iin-.- i»r his Ex«vHenov. Who did deliver it has never brren 
Mill:! d in lii-turv, in which nejrlect he has suffered «rricvoLf 
•^:< 1:^; -<Ming that In* was equally worthy of blazon with hi- 
!.• : ■ i-riiiiii'd in Scottish son;: and storv bv the surname of Be..- 
thi-«:ti. All Wf know of the fate of this memorial is, that it wa? 
n-i;'l l«y the grini Peter to light his pipe; which, from the veh-j- 
iMiiM-e with which he smoked it, was evidently any thing bet i 
nil I- (if peace. 



CHAPTER X. 

JONTAINING A DOLEFUL DISASTER OF ANTONY THE TRUM- 
PETER AND HOW PETER STUYVESANT, LIKE A SECOND 

CROMWELL, SUDDENLY DISSOLVED A RUMP PARLIAMENT. 

5'o w did the high-minded Pieter de Groodt shower down a pannier 
>ad of maledictions upon his burgomasters for a set of self-willed, 
bstinate, factious varlets, who would neither be convinced nor 
•ersuaded. Nor did he omit to bestow some left-handed compli- 
lents upon the sovereign people, as a herd of poltroons, who had no 
elish for the glorious hardships and illustrious misadventures of 
•attle — ^but would rather stay at home, and eat and sleep in igno- 
re ease, than fight in a ditch for immortality and a broken head. 
Resolutely bent, however, upon defending his beloved city, 
Q despite even of itself, he called unto him his trusty Van Cor- 
sar, who was his right-hand man in all times of emergency, 
lim did he adjure to take his war-denouncing trumpet, and 
fiounting his horse, to beat up the country night and day — 
ounding the alarm along the pastoral borders of the Bronx — 
tartling the wild solitudes of Croton — arousing the rugged yeo- 
aanry of Weehawk and Hoboken — the mighty men of battle of 
["appan Bay — and the brave boys of Tarry-Town, Petticoat- 
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1 **. ■ : J -Il.-il-.'W — «:har2in^ thr::: -:r.-- ^lI ill :. ^ 

V . :•-:.■ -n.-. -L-'Ul'lrr tLrir f.j'xIir.iT-'-i-r'.':'. ill IJ-"- 

\ • ■ :■ \^.L.- i.'i:hi:i_' in ail ti.- u-.-rM. :L«: iivL-: ?tI -ri* 

. . .: A:.: :.v V:iii Corl*.-ar lovetl b»r::»rr '.Li:. r:r:u:.-i : 

*^. ■ .-r -titi'j'iiiL' tu tiike a lu-tv liir-r.-rr. :i:. 1 ' r- ".:: 

■ ■ — • ■ 

!-*.;i -i ii'liilv Ipini til*;" ci:v :rLit».-. uL:-:':. -■ • a.-:- •• 

.. .'. '." ..: ; ri^ii.i «-al!«:'l Uruadwav; iouiniir.i: :i rar.-^ -. 

. :....: : .: „■ ::l *jii'ijhlly oi:ln^_'? lliruu;rh tL».- wi:i.;i.:._' "!:rr;> 

N- - \ ;..-:• :-.";.i:.. — An.-s ! m-vur mon> were tln;v to b^ -"-> 

::.■ :....■■;■. « i' il.-ir tavin-iie trumjHrterl 
: ..- .. .'...: k :i\A ^:nniiv nijrht wLl-ii the scmxI Ar/j.-riV ..:• 
ii'-k •-;:„'•]% i!»-ini!iiiniiie»l IIaerl*.-m nv*:ri '^'-'- - 
. . !«!.»:. i ••! Maiiiia-liata iroiii tliu niainln::'!. T..- 

.- :. .!.. ;!.■ rlr iiii-nts wi-n: in an uproar, and r.o Ci.:ir ■ 
... ! ;-' 1' yyv \].r :nlvi-iiJurou< sounder of l-ra.-? :: ■: - 
I'l .■ ;! -l.-»r: tiinr lie vapored like an impatit-i.i :::.■•■ 
! . ...k. a:.l tlir M lutliinkini: himself of the urLvrn^^'" 
. ! :■ k a l.'-ariv nnlnMre iA' his stone liottle. swnp.- ::i •' 
. ::..: ].. \M.iild >\\im aoross in spite of the '.Mi- ■ 
^' . . I V.^ \' 1. 1 aii'l dariiiLdy j)liin^<Ml into the stream. Lu'-.- 
\ . 1 ■ - av.-. i.a'l ill luitfii'd half-wav over, when h'- ^^ * 
:.• -::;; •;]* \ iult iiily. as if hattliiig whh the spin:'* 
:\.^:\: . \.\i]\ 1.1- j.iii his trumpet to liis moiitl.. ar i 

X . ! ( :.: !•';..-: >aiik lon-vcr to the ]x>ttom ! 

. , . : 1..^ :::.:..i'- :. liki I hat of tlie ivory horn of ti.'.' 

J . 1 ; ■.•. i^:!.i:. '.", \\\u\\ ixpirinL' in tlie glorious ficli 

> .'.'., • '.\v .v.u\ w'uh- ihroiiLdi the e(»iintrv. alaruiini; 

•.\';"ni. who liurricd in aiiinzement to the spoi. 



. \ 
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an old Dutch burgher, famed for his veracity, and who had 
a witness of the fact, related to them the melancholy affair ; 
•"iKth the fearful addition (to which I am slow of giving belief) 
^bat he saw the duyvel, in the shape of a huge moss-bonker, seize 
lilie sturdy Antony by the leg, and drag him beneath the waves. 
Certain it is, the place, with the adjoining promontory, which I 
jsrojects into the Hudson, has been called Spyt den Duyvel ever I 
since — the ghost of the unfortunate Antony still haunts the sur- \ 
rounding sohtudes, and his trumpet has often been heard by the I 
neighbors, of a stormy night, mingling with the howling of the I 
blast. Nobody ever attempts to swim across the creek after I 
dark ; on the contrary, a bridge has been built to guard against \ 
such melancholy accidents in future — and as to moss-bonkers, I 
they are held in such abhorrence, that no true Dutchman will 
admit them to his table, who loves good fish and hates the devil. 
Such was the end of Antony Van Corlear — a man deserving 
of a better fate. He lived roundly and soundly, like a true and 
jolly bachelor, until the day of his death; but though he was 
nerer married, yet did he leave behind some two or three dozen 
children, in different parts of the country — fine, chubby, brawling, 
flatulent little urchins ; from whom, if legends speak true, (and 
they are not apt to lie,) did descend the innumerable race of edit- 
ors, who people and defend this country, and who are bountifully j 
paid by the people for keeping up a constant alarm — and making ^ 
them miserable. It is hinted, too, that in his various expeditions 
into the East he did much towards promoting the poguL^on of 
the c ountry ; in"prgof "of^which is adduced the notorious propen- 
sity of the people of those parts to sound their own trumpet. 

As some way-wornpiTgrim, wlien the tempest whistles through 
his locks and night is gathering round, beholds his faithful dog, 
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till* ri.nij.anirni and s<^>la<'e of his journeying, stretcii*^! litVi-Ss a* 
lii- ti it. -«) 'lid tho jrenerous-hearted hero of the Manliar*« 
<«iiitiiMi.l;ir«' thf untimely end of Antony Van Corlear. He ^i 
!.♦ . II !!:•■ faithful attendant of his footsteps ; he hail channel lia 
i:i iiiniv a \v«;arv hour by his honest jravetv and the manial 
111. :i.«lv nf his trumpet, and had followed him with untlinchia; 
](.v;il!v and aiVection through many a scene of direful ^leril ind 
ii!i-li:i|). 11«' was gone forever! and that, too. at a moment wki 
. V. I \ iii()ii;rrel cur was skulking from his side. Tlu= — Peter 
S'liy. r-Miii — was the moment to try thy fortitude; and :l^ 
wa- I In- nM)ineiit when thou didst indeed shine forth — Peter t^ 
J ft (itlstronff ! 

Tin- ;rlan- of day had long dispelled the horrors of the stoni; 
niih: ; -till all was dull and gloomy. The late jovial Apollo ':.:•; 
l.i- t;«t;' iM-liind lu;jruhrious clouds, peej)ing out now and then:*.: 
an i:i-i;int, as it' anxious, vet fearful, to see what was jruinu' *>r: in 
hi- r;i\'trit»' «-itv. This wa< the eventful niorninjr when thtf uiva* 
p. t»r wa- 1<» frive hi> reply to the summons of the inva^lfrri. 
Ah' .Mly \va< he eloseted with his privy council, sitting in gn? 
>\:\\^\ JMoo'linir over the fate of his favorite trumpeter, and an-vj 
Itniliiij- with inditrnatiou as the insolence of his recreant hiirs*- 
]ii;i-i< 1- fi.i-hed ujxm his mind. AVhih? in this state of irritaiin:. 
a <(.ii: i( J- :irrive(l in all haste from AVinthrop, the subtle gorem*"'" 
of" ( oimf'-iifut. counseling him, in the most affectionate anil Ji*- 
iiit»n-t<*(l manner, to surrender the province, and maiinifvinir thf 
(la'!j^< ;•- and cahnnities to whicli a refusal would subject him. — 
\VI.;|f ;i iiioineiit was thi- to intnule oflicious advice upon a m:in 
Ml » )i«\(r took advice in liis whole life I — The fierv old uovemor 
St.- .(h- lip Mild down \\\*' chamber with a vehemence that maJe 
th«' ho<onis of his councilors to (iuak(i with awe — railing at his 
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nialucky fate, that thus made him tlie constant butt of factious 

"Tiubjects, and Jesuitical advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen juncture, the officious burgomasters, who 
had heard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, came marching 
in a body into the room, with a legion of schepens and toad-eaters 
at their heels, and abruptly demanded a perusal of the letter. 
This was too much for the spleen of Peter Stuyvesant. He tore 
the letter in a thousand pieces — threw it in the face of the nearest 
burgomaster — ^broke his pipe over the 4iead of the next — ^hurled 
his spitting-box at an unlucky schepen, who was just retreating 
out at the door, and finally prorogued the whole meeting sine die^ 
by kicking them down stairs with his wooden leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover from their confu- 
sion and had time to breathe, they called a public meeting, where 
they related at full length, and with appropriate coloring and 
exaggeration, the despotic and vindictive deportment*of the gov- 
ernor ; declaring that, for their own parts, they did not value a 
straw the being kicked, cuffed, and mauled by the timber toe of 
his excellency, but that they felt for the dignity of the sovereign 
people, thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on the seat 
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of honor of their representatives. The latter part of the harangue 
came home at^nce to that delicacy of feeling, and jealous pride 
of character, vested in all true mobs ; who, though they may bear 
injuries without a murmur, yet are marvelously jealous of their 
sovereign dignity — and there is no knowing to what act of resent- 
ment they might have been provoked, had they not been some- 
what more afraid of their sturdy old governor than they were o{ 
St. Nicholas, the English — or the d 1 himself. 



19 



CHAPTER XI. 

■I.'.V i'r.TER •;TUYTE5A>'T DEFEXDED THE CITT OF JflW-H- 
-ri.rll'AM FOR SEVERAL DATS, BT DDTT OF THE STRE5GTH 

'-:- ni= HEAD. 

'I'}! :.?::-. i« something exceedingly sublime and melancholT in the 
■ -..i •!•: which tl;e present crisis of our historr present*. An 
'. .-•:■:■;« and venenibk- little citv — the metropolis of a vaa 
I ..••:.*. (•: uainhabiied countrj* — garrisoned by a doughty host of 
':.••:*-, <hairmen. committee-men, burgomasters, schepens. and 
1 v<.i;i.!i — governed bv a determined and strong-headed irar- 
i!' r. .i:.l I'.rtified bv mud batteries, palisadoes, and resolutions— 
I'l" : :i:».l by sea. belea^ered bv land, and threatened with diie 
I'l! -;• -( iatioii from without; while its very vitals are torn with 
ir.r» rii.jl i':tction and commotion I Never did historic pen record 
'I ji.i::.- of more complicated distress, unless it be the strife thai 
«ii-.r;i' !' •! the Israelites during the siege of Jerusalem — ^where 
';!-= '.r<hiiit j>arties were cutting each other's throats, at the mo- 
n.'i.t \vii»ii tlie victorious legions of Titus had toppled down their 
hiilv.Mrks. and were carrying fire and sword into the very sano- 
tnrn -;iii.iorum of the temple. 

( iu\ t.rnor Stuyvesant liaving triumphantly put his grand 
^o)]Ti' il to the rout, and delivered himself from a multitude of 
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impertinent advisers, dispatched a categorical reply to the con? 
manders of the invading squadron ; wherein he asserted the righ 
and title of tlieir High Mightinesses the Lords States General to 
the province of New-Netherlands, and trusting in the righteous- 
ness of his cause, set the whole British nation at defiance ! 

My anxiety to extricate my readers and myself from these 
disastrous scenes prevents me from giving the whole of this 
gallant letter, which concluded in these manly and affectionate 
terms: 

" As touching the threats in your conclusion, we have nothing 
to answer, only that we fear nothing but what God (who is as 
just as merciful) shall lay upon us ; all things being in his gracious 
disposal, and we may as well be preserved by him with small 
forces as by a great army ; which makes us to wish you all hap- 
piness and prosperity, and recommend you to his protection. — 
My lords, your thrice humble and affectionate servant and friend, 

"P. Stutvesant." 

Thus having thrown his gauntlet, the brave Peter stuck a 
pair of horse-pistols in his belt, girded an immense powder-horn 
on his side — thrust his sound leg into a Hessian boot, and clap- 
ping his fierce little war-hat on the top of his head — ^paraded up 
and down in front of his house, determined to defend his beloved 
city to the last. 

While all these struggles and dissensions were prevailing in 
the unhappy city of New- Amsterdam, and while its worthy but 
ill-starred governor was framing the above-quoted letter, the 
English commanders did not remain idle. They had agents se- 
cretly employed to foment the fears and clamors of the populace ; 
and moreover circulated far and wide, through the adjacent ooun- 
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trv. ;i j»r(K-laination. repeating the terms they had already bdi 
out in tin ir summons to surrender, at the same time boguilin; tii? 
simi'lf N«:<1».t1iuii1lts with the most crafty and conciliatini: pn)t"tr 
^il•ll-. Tlipy promised tliat every man who voluntarily suLmin^ 
Vt il»c autliority of his British Majesty should retain peactni 
p )--.— ion of his house, his vrouw, and his cabbage-garden. Tui 
In -liMiiM he suffi- red to smoke his pipe, speak Dutch, wta: i* 
iiiMiiy ].r«MM.h*s as he pleased, and import bricks, tiles, and stijtt 
jui:- iVoin Holland, instead of manufacturing tliem on the ?j<t 
That Ik- should on no account be compelled to leani the EnglL-ii 
hmiinap:*.', nor eat codfish on Saturdays, nor keep accounts in act 
o;!i« r way than by casting them up on his fingers, and chalkir^ 
thtiii <h»\vii u|)on the crown of liis hat; as is observed among iLe 
Diit'h ycornanry at the present day. That ever}' man sliouLn*: 
allow t«l (juii.tly to inlierit his father's hat, coat, shoe-buckles, j^ii*:. 
ari<l <v»ry (jthcr personal appendage; and that no man shouMir 
oMiiM -l to coulbrm to any improvements, inventions, or any oil.':: 
uio.l.ni innovaiions ; but, on the contrary, should be permiiifl t-j 
]»uill hi- housr, follow his trade, manage his farm, rear his Lol-. 
and rducate liis children, precisely as his ancestors had done L.- 
lorc liiiii lrj)ni time immemorial. Finally, that he should h;iv-? 
all tin- hi nrtits of free trade, and should not be requiix-*! i»i 
a'kiiowh.MlL'e any otlier saint in the calendar than St. Nichoiii?. 
V. li«j ^ll(ill^l tliencelbrward, as before, be considered the tutelar 
^aiiit of lh<' eitv. 

l'li»r.<' terms, as may be supposed, appeared very satisfacton" 
to t!i»' p.oj)le. who had a great dis|>osition to enjoy their j>ruiK.'r!y 
u:ii!,ol»-i(fl. and a most singular aversion to engage in a cunir?i, 
whi-n- ilicy could <;ain little more tluin honor and broken heads — 
tli<- lii>t of whieh they lield in philosophic indifference, the Utter 
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utter detestation. By these insidious means, therefore, did the 
£Dglish succeed in alienating the confidence and affections of the 
populace from their gallant old governor, whom they considered 
as obstinately bent upon running them into hideous misadven- 
tores ; and did not hesitate to speak their minds freely, and abuse 
him most heartily — behind his back. 

Like as a mighty grampus, when assailed and buffeted by 
roaring waves and brawling surges, still keeps on an undeviating 
course, rising above the boisterous billows, spouting and blowing 
as he emerges — so did the inflexible Peter pursue, unwavering, 
his determined career, and rise, contemptuous, above the clamors 
of the rabble. 

But when the British warriors found that he set their power 
at defiance, they dispatched recruiting officers to Jamaica and 
Jericho, and Nineveh, and Quag, and Patchog, and all those towns 
on Long Island which had been subdued of yore by Stoffel Brink- 
erhoff ; stirring up the progeny of Preserved Fish, and Deter- 
mined Cock, and those other New-England squatters, to assail 
the city of New- Amsterdam by land ; while the hostile ships pre- 
pared for an assaidt by water. 

The streets of New- Amsterdam now presented a scene of 
wild dismay and consternation. In vain did Peter Stuyvesant 
order the citizens to arm and assemble on the battery. Blank 
terror reigned over the community. The whole party of Short 
Pipes in the course of a single night had changed into arrant old 
women — a metamoi'phosis only to be paralleled by the prodigies 
recorded by Livy as having happened at Rome at the approach 
of Hannibal, when statues sweated in pure affright, goats were 
converted into sheep, and cocks, turning into hens, ran cackling 
about the street. 
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Tim- baffled in all attempts to put the city in a state of it- 
feiKM- : blorkaded from without ; tormented from witliin. tad 
iiviiaiMMl with a Yankee invasion, even the stiff-necked wiH «' 
1% t«r Stiiyvt.'<ant for once gave way, and in spite of hismiglcy 
li.art. wliicli swelled in his throat until it nearly ehokedhim.be 
<(»ii-«iiti(l to a treaty of surrender. 

A\'nnl> cannot express the transports of the populace, on re- 
(fivin;: tliis ijitellifrence ; had they obtained a conquest overiheir 
♦MHiiii**-. tlicy could not have indulged greater delight. The 
stj'ftf^ nsounded with their congratulations — they extolled their 
gr>\ cnior as the father and deUverer of his country — they crowded 
to lii.^ hoii>e to testify their gratitude, and were ten times more 
noisy in their plaudits than when he returned, with victorr 
jM-nhfd upon his beaver, from the glorious capture of Fort Chris- 
tina. — I*ut the indignant Peter shut his doors and windows, and 
to(;k r<*t'uge in the inncnnost recesses of his mansion, that he 
mi^rlit not hoar the ignoble rejoicings of the rabble. 

Commissioners were now appointed on both sides and i 
rapitnlation was speedily arranged ; all that was wanting to 
ratifv it was that it >liould be signed by the governor. TMieii 
tlie (•r)inmissioners waited u{>on him for this purpose they were 
r"(M.ivf' (1 with trrim and bitter courtesv. His warlike accoutre- 
mcnts wort; laid asiflo — an old Indian night-gown was wrapped 
about his merged limbs, a red night-cap overshadowed his frown- 
ing brow, an iron-gray beard of three days' growth gave addi- 
tional «rrimness to his visage. Thrice did he seize a worn-out 
stump of a pen, and essay to sign the loathome paper — ^thrice did 
he olincli Iiis teeth, and make a horrible countenance, as though 
a dose of rhubarb, senna, tuid ipecacuanha, had been offered to 
his lips ; at length, dashing it from him, he seized his brass-liihed 
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ftnrord, and jerking it from the scabbard, swore by St. Nicholas, 
%o sooner die than yield to any power under heaven. 

For two whole days did he persist in this magnanimous reso- 
lution, during which his house was besieged by the rabble, and 
menaces and clamorous revilings exhausted to no purpose. And 
BOW another course was adopted to soothe, if possible, his mighty 
ire. A procession was formed by the burgomasters and schepens, 
iG:>Uowed by the populace, to bear the capitulation in state to the 
governor's dwelling. They found the castle strongly barricadoed, 
and the old hero in full regimentals, with his cocked hat on his 
head, posted with a blunderbuss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable position that struck 
even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiration. The brawling 
multitude could not but reflect with self-abasement upon their own 
pusillanimous conduct, when they beheld their hardy but deserted 
old governor, thus faithful to his post, like a forlorn hope, and 
fully prepared to defend his ungrateful city to the last. These 
compunctions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurring 
tide of public apprehension. The populace arranged themselves 
before the house, taking oif their hats with most respectful 
humility — Burgomaster Roerback, who was of that popular class 
of orators described by Sallust, as being " talkative rather than 
eloquent," stepped forth and addressed the governor in a speech 
of three hours' length, detailing, in the most pathetic terms, the 
calamitous situation of the province, and urging him in a constant 
repetition of the same arguments and words to sign the capitula- 
tion. 

The mighty Peter eyed him from his garret window in grim 
silence — now and then his eye would glance over the surrounding 
rabble, and an indignant grin, like that of an^ angry nuurtiffy would 
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luai'k lii? irt«ii w-.a^r*.-. l>ui lliougL a niau oi iiw>?i uiKau 

!:,<::; ;:vyj:r:j b^ hau a Lean a^ big a? au ox. aiid a Lea^ 

>\y-i'- i;ii\*r •<ti udaiuuiu lo r»<*oni — yei aiier all Le ^*a= ^ 
iii-'-iil. Vi'»ja!v.d oui by uie=<e repeated ojiiKisitiuLi-. Lir. 
' :■ :v.:l: Liirau::'.!!:.::. and jiertieiviii;! liiat unless be cc'iLTiii* 
::.:ui.'?.;;:l:]1? w^'ui*] i^^ilow ibfcir own inclinatioiu ot nitLrr: 
r ■:i:'. v ]:!,(. ui \v;iiiiiiw i'or bi^ coii£>eiit ; or. wbat was «:ili 
i:.'. Viii-k-.-c.' wiiiiid bave time lo jitiur in their fort-e? JiL-i •. 
-:.^Tv i:. Uiv ''.Tifj-j"-:!. be testily ordered tLem lo biiL-i 
]ii. ]•*,]'. I: \v;i- ai.-cordingly boiifted lo liim on the end o: 
aii'j Lavjii;: .-^Tawled lii? name al tlie liottom of it, be aiia 
!iz-*i iLeL; ail I'nr a >et of cowardlv. mutinous. de"?eiiera 
Tj'yjii — ^tbi'rw the capitulation at tbeir Leads, tlammed do 
v.iiiiow. aij'] \wi- beard stumjiing down stairs with ve 
iiA'i'jii'iii'ion. Tb*- rabble inoontinenilT took to their heels 
ti.*; I. ur joi J J a- i«'r- were uot slow in evacuating the premise 
ijj'' b.'t tin- -lurdv pMer mijrht issue from his den, and jrrei 
V. i:}j .-oijje uinv*rlfouj*' testimonial of his displeasure. 

AN'ithiij tbne hours after the surrender, a leffion of 
\ ' t'i'-i'*''\ ^varrior^ jKjured into New-^Vmsterdam, taking po* 
'-! i]ii' foil and ]»atleries. And now might be heard, fi 
'jiiart*-r-. tlj^r -r>iind of hammers made by the old Dutch bu 
i/i uaili.'j;.' «ip their d^^jr.- and windows, to protect their 
iVoi/i t}je-e iU'vcc barbarians, whom they contemplated ir 
MilJ*;nner-~ from tljr- jrarret windows fis they paraded throi 

'ihii- did Colonel Richard Nichols, the commander 
I>riii~lj forcf'-. r-ntrr into quiet possession of the conquered 
;i.' Ittrinii fcnens for the Duke of York. The victory was at 
>viiii no other outrage than that of changmg the name 
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"jrovince and its metropolis, which thenceforth were denominated 
Kew-York, and so have continued to be called unto the present 
day. The inhabitants, according to treaty, were allowed to main- 
tain quiet possession of their property ; but so inveterately did 
ihey retain their abhorrence of the British nation, that in a 
private meeting of the leading citizens, it was unanimously deter- 
mined never to ask any of their conquerors to dinner. 



NOTE. 

Modem historians assert that when the New-Netherlands were thus overrnn 
by the British, as Spain in ancient days by the Saracens, a resolute band 
refused to bend the neck to the invader. Led by one Garret Van Home, a 
valorous and gigantic Dutchman, they crossed the bay and buried themselves 
among the marshes and cabbage-gardens of Communipaw ; as did Pelayo and 
his followers among the mountains of Asturias. Here their descendants have 
remained ever since, keeping themselves apart, like seed com, to repeople the 
city with the genuine breed whenever it shall be effectually recovered from its 
intraders. It is said the genuine descendants of the Nederlanders who inhabit 
New- York, still look with longing eyes to the green marshes of ancient Pavonia, 
as. did the conquered Spaniards of yore to the stem mountains of Astuiias, 
considering these the regions whence deliverance is to come. 

19* 



CHAPTER XIL 

( OM AIMNG THE DIGNIFIED BETIBEMENT. AST) MORTAL SCV 
REXDER OF PETER THE HEADSTRONG. 

Tin - then have I concluded this great historical eBterprise: V- 
1 !■ :•' I lay a-idt- my weary pen, there yet remains to beptr- 
:■•:;..• ■! one pious duty. It* among the variety of reader* wbo 
]ji;iv ]M iu.=e thi^ book, there should haply be found any of there 
<*.'n]- of true nobility, whirh glow with celestial fire at the hisiurj 
oi" tij». i:»ri>rrou.s and the brave, they will doubtless be anxious 
to kn-iw I lie fate of the gallant Peter Stuyvesant. To grac? 
o:.' -) -li sterling heart of gold I would go more lengths thanio 
i:.-:ri:' t the i.oLl-blooded curiosity of a whole fraternity of pliil'> 



■np!,.;- 



>.'«) -^ymcr l^ad that high-mettled cavalier signed the articles 
oi" <;ij. it Illation, than, determined not to witness the humiliation 
oi hi> favorite city, lie turned his back on its walls and made a 
2r'A\IiiJir retreat to his hotncery^ or country-seat, which was 
si:iiM:« .] about two inih.-s off: where he passed the remainder of 
hi- days in j»atriarchal retirement. There he enjoyed that tran- 
qiiiliity of mind, which he had never known amid the distracting 
'artrs ot" government ; and tasted the sweets of absolute and 
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-^^ontrolled authority, which his factious subjects had so often! 
^^^hed with the bitterness of opposition. 

No persuasions could ever induce him to revisit the city-— on 

"^^^ contrary, he would always have his great arm-chair placed 

^^ 5th its back to the windows which looked in that direction ; , 

^^^til a thick grove of trees planted by his own hand grew up and 

"^V^rmed a screen that effectually excluded it from the prospect. 

lie railed continually at the degenerate innovations and improve- 

Xuents introduced by the conquerors — forbade a word of their 

f3[etested language to be spoken in liis family, a prohibition readily 

obeyed, since none of the household could speak any thing but 

Dutch — and even ordered a fine avenue to be cut down in front 

of his house because it consisted of English cherry-trees. 

The same incessant vigilance, which blazed forth when he 
had a vast province under his care, now showed itself with equal 
vigor, though in narrower limits. He patrolled with unceasing 
watchfulness the boundaries of his little territory ; repelled every 
encroachment with intrepid promptness ; punished every vagrant 
depredation upon his orchard or his farm-yard with inflexible 
severity ; and conducted every stray hog or cow in triumph to 
the pound. But to the indigent neighbor, the friendless stranger, 
or the weary wanderer, his spacious doors were ever open, and 
his capacious fire-place, that emblem of his own warm and 
generous heart, had always a comer to receive and cherish 
them. There was an exception to this, I must confess, in case 
the ill-starred applicant were an Englishman or a Yankee; 
to whom, though he might extend the hand of assistance, he 
could never be brought to yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if 
perad\'enture some straggling merchant of the east should stop 
at his door, with his cart-load of tin ware or wooden bowls, the 
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fifTv I't'tci* ^voultl issue forth like a giant from bi? caftk.Ksd 
niiiki- >\u'\i 11 i'urioiis clattering among his pots ami ke«lw.*Ja: 
thr v»inU.r (A' " notions'^ was fain to betake himself to iiiiuuit tr- 

lli^ -nit of n^friiuentals, worn threadbare by the brusLw^r* 
r.'intuUv liiing up in the stale bed-chamber, and nrgukrlv iK 
tin- lir-l iUir day of every month ; and his cocked hat andini^ 
>\vunl \v«n- --uspended in grim rei>ose over the parlor ciarua- 
pi.««*. toriiiiii'i ?jUi»i)orters to a fiill-length portrait of the rtno-i-: 
a'hiilnil Vuii Tronii). In his domestic empire he maintaiiitrd ?t..'. 
(li-«i]»lin<-. and a well-orgjinized despotic government; butftoai 
his own will wiis the supreme law, yet the good of his subje^y 
wn- \\U constant object. He watched over, not merely t'tei: 
iiiiiji«'<liate comforts, but their morals, and their ultimate web'are: 
Jor In- jrave them abundance of excellent admonition, nor couli 
any of tlieni complain, that, when occasion required, he was bj 
imy nn'jins ni;rgardly in bestowing wholesome correction. 

Tin- ;r<MMl old Dutch festivals, those periodical demonstration: 
uf an nverriowing heart and a thankful spirit, which are faL':r.j 
into >a'l disuse among my fellow-citizens, were faithfully observrr*: 
in tin- mansion of Governor Stuvvesant. New-year was truKa 
day oi' ojx'M-lianded libendity, of jocund revelry, and wani.- 
heartfd (•()n;rratulation, when the lx)3om swelled with ^eairi' 
gOfxl-t'(fllow>lii|>, and the i)lenteous table was attendetl with ;l'; 
uiicenfiiioiiiou< freedom, and honest broad-mouthed merriraviiu 
unknown in tlie-e davs ol' de^reneracv and refinement. P:ias and 
l^inxt<i* were scrupulously observed throughout his dominion;: 
nor ^\n^ the day of St. Nicholas suffered to pass by, wiihoui 
rnakiii*.^ pnsents, hanging the stocking in the chimney, and com- 
plying witli all its other ceremonies. 

Once a-year, on the fii"st day of April, he used to array him- 
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itif in full regimentals, being the anniversary of his triumphal 
<iitrj into New-Amsterdam, after the conquest of New-Sweden. 
''Tbas was always a kind of saturnalia among the domestics, when 
they considered themselves at liberty, in some measure, to say 
and do what they pleased; for on this day their master was 
always observed to unbend, and become exceeding pleasant and 
jocose, sending the old gray-headed negroes on April-fool's er- 
rands for pigeons' milk ; not one of whom but allowed himself tc 
be taken in, and humored his old master's jokes, as became . 
-foitiiful and well-disciplined dependant. Thus did he reign, hap 
pily and peacefully on his own land — injuring no man — envying 
no man — molested by no outward strifes ; perplexed by no inter- 
nal commotions — and the mighty monarchs of the earth, who 
were vainly seeking to maintain peace, and promote the welfare 
of mankind, by war and desolation, would have done well to have 
made a voyage to the little island of Manna-hata, and learned a 
lesson in government from the domestic economy of Peter Stuy- 
vesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all other 
children of mortality, began to exhibit evident tokens of decay. 
Like an aged oak, which, though it long has braved the fury of 
the elements, and still retains its gigantic proportions, begins to 
shake and groan with every blast — so was it with the gallant 
Peter ; for though he still bore the port and semblance of what 
he was, in the days of his hardihood and chivalry, yet did age 
and infirmity begin to sap the vigor of his frame — but his heart, 
that unconquerable citadel, still triumphed unsubduedl With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intelligence 
concerning the battles between the English and Dutch — still 
would his pulse beat high, whenever he heard of the victories of 



Ea^fiA aid Fmek «mm •rw iIh ln» D* BbtW, Mi to I 
Tvon^r Tm Tn«^ it wMt M vbA M U» ksR. tlMi hi Ht 

<tiB iTi I f bj ni dK nneaa^waaUe ifMcii af ]*(ter ife E 
holifiD; 0«C B iW latt ^iM^ «ia inluihfe Abon^. i 

<mc of ha bvwcfa. n tkv tne OMd> Mdr vT 4rinm, b; ■»- || 

WUIb ke tbH U j. >in«isin^ on tbe m^ of ftinlmiiw wn 
•w bmo^ hkn, iku ibe bran <le Ba^ttr Ivd mtJk jHd ' 
lii> rxreat, wid> Itttk Iom. and iwfaal oaw mo** M mooI tbr 
eneniT in battlr. IV cloaiMg cf« of tb« oU wnnor kiadM 
Willi muiial fin- at the wmd* — he pardy nised funwrlf in hat— 
diactird Id* *ith<^iTd iiwat, a* tf be fek trillna U* ^jk ti« 
swofil which wnved in trnnDpli b rf uw tlw «nlb of Furl Ckif- 
tfatM. and pving « gnn •nile of entll^iBn. sNak hmtk apcn U» 
pilluw. ntiil pspind. 

Thtia died Peter StnjrTcaail;, ■ nSaal MMter—ft htjwi aiIk 
jtei — an upnghi gorenior, and as buocst I>MdunK»~-wbo woM' 
•-(I only ■ Tew etD^Tv% tn rfqcelM*. lo ttK*« bvon inaiartalind m 
n hero! 
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His funeral obsequies were celebrated with the utmost gran- 
leur and solemnity. The town was perfectly emptied of its 
nhabitants, who crowded in throngs to pay the last sad honors 
their good old governor. All his sterling qualities rushed in 
all tide upon their recollection, while the memory of his foibles 
Ad his faults had expired with him. The ancient burghers 
ontended who should have the privilege of bearing the pall ; the 
lopulace strove who should walk nearest to the bier, and the 
aelancholy procession was closed by a number of gray-headed 
legroes, who had wintered and summered in the household of 
heir departed master for the greater part of a century. 

With sad and gloomy countenances, the multitude gathered 
ound the grave. They dwelt with mournful hearts on the sturdy 
irtues, the signal services, and the gallant exploits of the brave 
Id worthy. They recalled, with secret upbraidings, their own 
isietious oppositions to his government; and many an ancient 
►urgher, whose phlegmatic features had never been known to 
elax, nor his eyes to moisten, was now observed to puff a pen- 
ive pipe, and the big drop to steal down his cheek ; while he 
Quttered, with affectionate accent, and melancholy shake of the 
lead — " Well, den ! — Hardkoppig Peter ben gone at last !" 

His remains were deposited in the family vault, under a chapel 
vhich he had piously erected on his estate, and dedicated to St 
Nicholas — and which stood on the identical spot at present occu- 
)ied by St. Mark's church, where his tombstone is still to be seen, 
lis estate, or houwery, as it was called, has ever continued in the 
)Ossession of his descendants, who, by the uniform integrity of 
heir conduct, and their strict adherence to the customs and man- 
lers tliat prevailed in the " good old times^^ have proved them- 
elves worthy of their illustrious ancestor. Many a time and 
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ofl has the farm been haunted at night by enterpriang moDer* 
fliggers, in quest of pots of gold, said to have been biiriedbyie 
old governor — ^though I cannot learn that any of them have we 
be<.*ii enriched by their researches — ^and who is there, aowMg iiy 
native-l>orn fellow-citizens, that does not remember when, in At 
mischievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a greaieipifii 
to rob " Stuyvesant's orchard" on a holiday afternoon? 

At this strong-hold of the family may still be seen ceittt 
memorials of the immortal Peter. His full-length portrait ftwM 
in martial terrors from the parlor wall — ^his cocked hat andsvord 
.-till hang up in the best bedroom — ^his brimstone-colored breeAa 
w. re for a long wliile suspended in the hall, until some t«iis 
since they occasioned a dispute between a new-married conplc- 
and his silver-mounted wooden leg is still treasured op in tlM 
t*tore-room, as an invaluable relique. 



CHAPTER xnr. 



THE author's reflections UPON WHAT HAS BEEN SAID. 



Among the numerous events, which are each in their turn the 
most direful and melancholy of all possible occurrences, in your 
interesting and authentic history, there is none that occasions such 
deep and heart-rending grief as the decline and fall of your re- 
nowned and mighty empires. Where is the reader who can con- 
template without emotion the disastrous events by which the 
great dynasties of the world have been extinguished ? While 
wandering, in imagination, among the gigantic ruins of states and 
empires, and maiking the tremendous convulsions that wrought 
their overthrow, the bosom of the melancholy inquirer swells 
with sympathy commensurate to the surrounding desolation. 
Kingdoms, principalities, and powers, have each had their rise, 
their progress, and their downfall— each in its turn has swayed a 
potent sceptre — each has returned to its primeval nothingness. 
And thus did it fare with the empire of their High Mightinesses, 
at the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter the Doubter 
— the fretful reign of William the Testy, and the chivalric reign 
of Peter the Headstrong. 

Its history is fruitful of instruction, and worthy of being pon- 
dered over attentively, for it is by thus raking among the ashes 
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of d'-[iar:f:d iireatness, that the sparks of true knowle-iz* as i 
}..- ?";ri'l. and the lamp of wisdom iUuininated. Let :'l-=i *!= 
i-.j'. ' : Wali'rr ilie Doubter warn against yieldin^^ to iLa; L*i 
./:,'•-:.>."] s^:« ■ u ri 1 V, an d that overweening fon dnes* for cosifor. ii-i 
r. ;.'--. \vhi«h are produced by a state of prosperity and vrict. 
J .♦ -- I'-ij'l to unnerve a nation ; to destroy its pride of enaraTicr: 
''. :• ;:'"tr it patient of insult; deaf to the r-^allg of honor aL-i o: 
' ;••;■*-; and fau:se it to cling to peace, like the sluggard :o li: 
j.iii'v.v. at the expense of every valuable duty and considerait'L 
>«■> ii -Jiiineneis insures the very evil from which it sLiizia. 
O.'.e ri;:lit yielded up produces the usurpation of a second; c« 
':.•■;•. a-hiuent passively suffered makes way for another; aiidi^ 
na'iori wiiicli ilius, through a doting love of peace, has sacrinctd 
li *:jor and inLere^t, will at length have to fight for existence. 

L>:* {he disa.strou- reign of William the Testv serve as a?al!:- 

tar'.' wai-uiiJiT a;:ainsi that fitful, feverish mode of leoislarion. 

wij! -Ij a/t- without sy.stem : depends on shifts and project*, and 

tni-r- to lucky contingencies. Which hesitates, and waver?, aad 

at I' r.'/ih decides with the rashness of icmorance and imbecilitr. 

\Vl,i<li -toops for popularity by courting the prejudices and flai- 

T' rill/ the arrfjgance. rather than commanding the respect of the 

rah!»l... Which seeks safety in a multitude of counselors, and 

di-tra't- itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and opinioQ.^. 

Whi'li nii-take> procrastination for wariness — dhurry for decision 

— }»rir-iirjoiiy for economy — bustle for business, and vaporin*' for 

valor. Whirh is violent in council — sanguine in expectation. 

}»!•' f ipitate in action, and feeble in execution. Which undertakes 

Mif' rpri-f'T without forethought — enters upon them without pre- 

j,;i:;ifi(^ii — <:onducts them without energy, and ends them in con- 

fii-ion and defeat. 
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Let the reign of the good Stuyvesant show the effects of vigor 
nd decision, even when destitute of cool judgment, and sur- 
oonded by perplexities. Let it show how frankness, probity, 
nd high-souled courage will command respect, and secure honor, 
▼en where success is unattainable. But at the same time, let it 
BOtion against a too ready reliance on the good faith of others, 
nd a too honest confidence in the loving professions of powerful 
eighbors, who are most friendly when they most mean to betray, 
jet it teach a judicious attention to the opinions and wishes of the 
lany, who, in times of peril, must be soothed and led, or appre- 
lension will overpower the deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness of his factious subjects ; their intem- 
•erate harangues ; their violent " resolutions ;" their hectorings 
gainst an absent enemy, and their pusillanimity on his approach, 
each us to distrust and despise those clamorous patriots, whose 
ourage dwells but in the tongue. Let them serve as a lesson to 
epress that insolence of speech, destitute of real force, which too 
flen breaks forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the vanity 
ather than the spirit of a nation. Let them caution us against 
aunting too much of our own power and prowess, and reviling a 
oble enemy. True gallantry of soul would always lead us to 
•eat a foe with courtesy and proud punctilio ; a contrary conduct 
fit takes from the merit of victory, and renders defeat doubly 
isgraceful. 

But I cease to dwell on the stores of excellent examples to be 
rawn from the ancient chronicles of the Manhattoes. He who 
eads attentively will discover the threads of gold which run 
iroughout the web of history, and are invisible to the dull eye 
f ignorance. But, before I conclude, let me point out a solemn 
raming, furnished in the subtle chain of events by which the cap> 
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tiire of Fort Casimir has produced the present convulaionso* 

Attend then, gentle reader, to this plain deduction, wlu 
thuu :irt a kiiijr. an emperor, or other powerful i)otentate.Ii 
tint- Uj treiLSurc* up in thy heart — ^though little expectation 
iliat my work will fall into such hands, for well I know tl 
ol' ritifiy niinisterrs, to keep all grave and edifying books 
kiml out of the way of unhappy monarchs — lest perad^ 
tluv slioulJ read them and learn wisdom. 

hy the treacherous surprisal of Fort Casimir, then, 
t ijii'ty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph ; but drew upc 
In. ads the vengeance of Peter Stuyvesant, who wrested a 
Sweden from their hands. By the conquest of Xew-J 
IVter Stuvvesant aroused the claims of Lord Baltimo 
iippealed to the Cabinet of Great Britain ; who subdued tL 
province of New-Netherlands. By this great achieveiD 
w liole extent of North America, from Xova Scotia to th 
da-, was rendered one entire dependency upon the Britis^h c 
lint mark the consequence : the hitherto scattered colouii 
thus consolidated, and having no rival colonics to check 
iluni in awe. waxed great and powerful, and finally becor 
>troiig for the mother countr)-, were enabled to shake ofi*h 
and by a glorious revolution became an independent 
r.ut the cliain of cfrects stopped not here; the successful 
tion in ^Vmerica ])roduced the sanguinary revolution in ] 
wliich })roduced the puissant Bonaparte; who produt 
l'r«ii(li dL*s])otism ; which has thrown the whole world ii 
sion I — Thus liave these great powers been successively p 
for their ill-starred conquests — and thus, as I asserted, hav- 
})resent convulsions, revolutions, and disasters that ove 
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mmkind, originated in the capture of the little Fort Casimir, as 
"^QCDrded in this eventful history. 

i And now, worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell — which, 
Ifgs I must be for ever — willingly would I part in cordial fellow- 
lap, and bespeak thy kind-hearted remembrance. That I have 
not written a better history of the days of the patriarchs is not 
ay fault — had any other person written one as good, I should not 
laTe attempted it at all. That many will hereafter spring up and 
urpass me in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less 
lare ; well knowing that, when the great Christovallo Colon (who 
3 vulgarly called Columbus) had once stood his egg upon its end, 
jTcry one at table could stand his up a thousand times more dex- 
rously. — Should any reader find matter of offence in this history, 
'. should heartily grieve, though I would on no account question 
lis penetration by telling him he was mistaken — his good nature 
)y telling him he was captious — or his pure conscience by telling 
lim he was startled at a shadow. — Surely when so ingenious in 
inding offence where none was intended, it were a thousand pities 
le should not be suffered to enjoy the benefit of his discovery. 

I have too high an opinion of the understanding of my fellow- 
itizens, to think of yielding them instruction, and I covet too 
Quch their good will, to forfeit it by giving them good advice. 
! am none of those cynics who despise the world, because it des- 
pises them— on the contrary, though but low in its regard, I look 
ip to it with the most perfect good nature, and my only sorrow is, 
liat it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbounded love 
bear it. 

If, however, in this my historic production — the scanty fruit 
•f a long and laborious life — ^I have failed to gratify the dainty 
»alate of the age, I can only lament my misfortune — ^for it is too 
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late in the season for me even to hope to repair iu AIk^It b? 
wiiherin*: age showered his sterile snows apon mvbrow:!ii 
link' while, and this genial warmth which still lin'^ere arviLiz' 
heart, and throbs — ^worthy reader — ^throbs kindly towardi thj vji 
will he chilled for ever. Haplj this frail compoand or ■::?: 
which while alive may have given birth 
bh' weeds, may fo: 




^t but uflpm-d:^- 



Ler^ vhencfc aa ? 



ppnng many a sweet wild flower, to adorn my beloved islaiii d 
Manna-hata! 



THE SUB. 



THE BORROWER WfLL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FgE$.. . 




